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The Sinkcnumb Post 72 American Jxgion Hut, located on the northeast corner of Second and Cherry streets in the 
small Clay County community of Knobel, is a tin-roofed square, cypress log building designed in the Rustic aesthetic 
common among Legion buildings erected during the early 1930s. 

The Sink-Cmb Post 72 American LegionHut, located on the northeast corner of Second and C k n y  streets in the 
small Clay County c m u n i t y  of Knobel, is a tin-roofed square, cypress lag building designed m the RusEic aesthetic 
common among Legion buildings erected during the early 1930s. 

The building sits atop a cedar-post foundation and is covered by a corrugated-metal, front-facing gable roof. 

The front, or east, fa@ of the building faces Chew Street. It is fenestrated by two openings that flank the wooden 
door, which is accessed by a four-step wooden stairway with a single railing. Above the door is a sign reading: 
.4MERJCAN LEG10NISM-CRUMBPOST NO. 72. The fenestrations are covered by otiginal wooden shutters. The 
windows here, as with all of the openings, have been removed because of vandalism. 

The north faqade feanrres three openings, each covered by original wmden shutters. 

The west faqade features a door at its northern end and a shuttered window opening at its south end. 

The south fa~ade is fenestrated by two shuttered window openings. 

Despite the loss of its windows, the Sink-Crumb Post 72 American Legion Hut still retains a high degree of integrity. 
It slzs on its original site, providing excellent integrity of location and setting. Its cypress log construction, shuttered 
windows and corrugated-metal gable roof all exhibit excellent integrie of design, materials, workmanship and feeling. 
Its Rustic design and entry sign clearly identify i t as an American Legion hut, providing integrity of association. 



Sink-Cmb Post Xo. 72 American 
kgion Hut 
Kame of Property 

- United  stat^ Department of the Interior 
National Park Senice 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 8 Page 1 

Clay County, Arkansas 

County and State 

The Sink-Crumb Post 72 American Legion Hut is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under 
Criterion C with local significance by \+me of its status as the best  example in Knobel of a Rustic log meeting hall 
and under Criterion A with local significance for its association with the local actititits of the Amencan Legion in 

~ndbel .  

The American Legion was founded in France during the relatively quiet and uneventfhl days that followed the signing o f  
the armlstice that ended World War I. American enlisted men from all t h  of the principal branches of the service then 
in existence - the Army, Navy and Marine Corps - were billeted in various lmations for the purpose of maintaining a 
military presence while the negotiators worked out the details of the treaty that would outline the political future OF much 
of Europe for the next decade. These sensicemen found life during the occupation uneventful and bring, and this only 
compounded the frustration felt by many at not being allowed to return home to family and friends. A small group of 
officers - and especially Lieutenant Colonel Theodore Roosevelt, Jt. and Lieutenant Colonel George A. Mi te  - met to 
discuss the possibility of establishing a veterans' organiration which would include a11 branches of the military and whch 
would serve the immediate purpose of providing an outlet fur some of the enera  and frustration felt by the occupation 
forces but which would also set as its larger goal the establishment of a nationwide veterans' organization that would 
provide its members with both a social organization and a vehcle for voicing their collective concerns about such issues 
as national defense, subversive acti\lriS; radical thought, domestic social programs and veterans' affairs. 

Successive mtingtings over the course of h e  next several months in both Europe and America further defined the Legion's 
mandate and purpse. However, i t  was the shooting of four Legionnaires during an mist ice  Day parade in the lumber 
town of Cenmlia, I'ashington, in 1919 by socialist International Workers of the World organizers and the subsequent 
cowage of the trial that followed - in which the Legionnaires were portrayed as the agpressors - that both galwinized 
and tempered the Legionnaire spirit. Both the public and the Legion press recognized the dangers of exkernism by any 
p a q  while admitting the need for responsible vigilance against any activity that threatened the democratic form of 
government. The American Legion began to grow steadiI y thereafter through an organization that elected officers on the 
national, state and local levels and provided a voice for its members regarding a variety of national concerns. During the 
Depression the American Legon hstinguished itself in particular through the expansion of local programs targetled at 
youth Of particular note were the founding of American Legon Junior Baseball, the Amencan Legion Oratorical 
Contest and Boys' State. 

The small town of Knobel, located in southwestan Clay County, was founded in the 1870s at the junction of the St, 
Louis, Iron Mountain and Southern Railway and a branch line that ran south along Crowley's Ridge to Helena, Like 
other towns around Arkansas, Knobel was home to many veterans, and when the American Legion began encouraging 
the creation of additional posts around the state in the late 1920s they decided to band together and create Sink-Crumb 
Post 72. The post was created in the spring of 193 1, according to the Arkamas Legionnaire, which reported on Apnl4 
that the post had formed recently with 17 charter members under the leadership of Post Commander Alfred Prince. By 
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Yovember of that year, the Legionnaire reported that the post was meeting on the first and third Tuesday nights of 
each month. 

A women's auxiliary for the post formed in 1932 after Miss Minnie Johnson, Fourth District President of zhe 
American Legion Auxiliary, met with members and families of S,ink-Crumb Post 72 and organized a unit in Knobel. 
Charter members of the unit were Mrs. Taylor Fraine, Mrs. Roy Barnett, Mrs. Pearl Myers, Mrs. William Russell, 
Mrs. Clarence Chaffin, Mrs. Haze1 A d a m  and Mrs. Eugene McGraw of Knobel, and Mrs, Alfred Prince, Mrs. Walter 
Baler and hh. Neil Goldman of Peach Orchard. 

The members of the Sink-Crumb post determined that they needed a meeting place and almost certainly took 
advanzage of funding a\-ailable though the Civil Works Administration, one of the earliest of President Fran?clin D. 
Roosevelt's ''New Deal" programs designed to put Americans back to work at the height of the Great Depression. 
Little is knomm about construction of the building outside of the fact that local men cut and notched the logs &om 
which the building was constructed. The building was completed in early 1934 and the first meeting was held there on 
March 30. The Clay County Courier reported that "Sink-Cmmb Ammcan Legan Post, No. 72, last Friday evening 
opened the doors of its new log hut, with a barbecue and special program attended by about 300 persons. . . . The lot 
on whch the Legon hut is located was donated by Joseph Sellrneyer. A flag - made by the ladies of Knobel in 1918, 
with 24 stars, representing boys from Knobel who senred during the World war - was dedicated md placed in the new 
h u ~ "  The Arkansas Legionnaire noted that there was "a large and enthusiastic crowd attending. A barbecue was 
served and speakers from other posts congratulated the Knobel Post on completion of its new clubrooms." Among the 
speakers at the event was O.C. Lynch, who until recently had served as Clay County's Civil Uvorkks Administration 
coordinator. 

Though their n u m b  are declining, the Sink-Crumb Post No. 72 American Legion members continue to gather at 
their Legion Hut as they have for the past 74 years. The liMe log building at Second and Cherry stands as a testament 
to the efforts and accomplishments of Knobel" American Legionnaires. 

The Sink-Crumb Post 72 American Legon Hut is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under 
Criterion C with local significance by time of its status as the best example in Knobel of a Rustic log meeting halt 
and under Criterion A with Facal significance for its association with the local activities of the American h g i o n  in 
Knobel. 
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- - - - . . . - 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Begnning at a point 40 feet northeast of the northeast comer of the building proceed due south for 120 feet; thence 
proceed westerly along a perpendicular ljne for 120 feet; thence proceed northerly along a perpendicular line for 120 
feet; thence proceed easterly along a perpendicular line for 120 feet to the point of beginning. 

I Boundary Justification: 

The boundary conbins a12 of the historic restlu~ces associated with this propem that retain integrity. 














