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01 Ihrronc Places Regtsrrarion Form (lu'arioml Register Bulletin 16.4). Cvmplrrr each item b!, mmkikinp "u" in the nppropriate boy or by entering the infomation 
rrqucstd. If an item d m  not apply to thc pruperp king d~urnentcd. enter "N!A" for 'not applicable " For functions, mcllitectunl cla.ssi~icat~nn. marerials. md 
a m  ofsignifionce, enrcr only catcgorin and subcarepones from tbc instructions Place addit~onal rntrirs and ~ ~ s n a t i v e  items on continunt~ari .thwrs (LPS Form 
io-500a). Use a typvritcr. w r d  procwor. or complter. 10 compl~te a!t items. 

historic name County Home Cemetery 
. - 

other namedsit'site number Site kt CY0866 

street & number 30 10 Heritage Park Road not for publication 

city or town Piggort vicinity 

state Arkansas code AR counry Clay code 021 zipcode 72454 

3. State/Federnl Agency Certification 

In my opin~on. the propcny U mseu do- not mwt  the Nnlronal Rcgistcr criter:a (n .%c Coritinuntton slizc~ for nddilionnl 
cornrntnts.) 

Signaturr of ctrtie~ng otfic~alrf it lc D,ac 

State or Fcdcml agency and burmu 

As rhe designated aufliority undcr the Nalitrnal Historic Prwrvat!on Act m amcndcd. 1 hmrby ccnil;: h a t  this nonunation U 
request ror determination of rlipibiliry nretts the docummwtton standards fbr reeisrcring properties in the 1Vatinnal Rcg~swr of Historic 
Ploces and rncets ~fn: procedural and prol'cssionnl requirements set for in 36 CFR Port 60. In rn? opinion. the propm;  meets 
docs nut meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this p r o m  bc considend significant 

Signnturc of ;rr:if%ln? ofli;~rlT~:l: 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
Slate or Federn1 a y n c p n d  h~:r~-nu 

4. National Park Sewice Certification 
1 bcrchy wrtlly that the properly is. Signature of the Keeper Date o!' A c i  ion 

2] cntzrcd in the Notional Icgisler. 
!k continuation sl~cct 

detwmined cliyihle filr tlic 

I 

I 

National Rep lstcr. 
10 SIX io1lliflu3ti~Il S~ICL.~ 

dc~miined no1 elieiblc for the 
Ka~ional Rcgisrrr. 

removed from tlw Natioml 
Register, 

other. (explain:) 



County Home Cemetery Clay Counqt, Arkansas 
hanw df Proaeny County nnJ \tale 

5. Classification 

Ownership o f  Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 
(Chsck x< 1n:iny bola as anply) (Clirrh nnly one box) (Do 11dt inclr~dc prrvioi~sly listed rcsrwrccr ~n count ) 

I-J private 

public-local 
public-State 

public-FedenE 

buildingcs) 

district 

rXI site 

structure 

a object 

Canltribu~ing Noncontributing 

0 0 buildings 

F 0 sites 

0 0 structures 

0 1 objects 

Yame of related multiple property listing Nu mher of Contri busing resources previausIy listed 
I Enltr "NiA" if propeny is nor pan o f  a ~nul~iplc prnprrty listing.) in the National Register 

-- 

6, Function or Use 

Wistaric Functions 
(Enrer cregoria from rnstructiom) 

Current Functions 
(Entcr calegories from instructions) 

7 .  Description 

Architectu raE Classification 
(Entcr categoriff from insmcrium) 

Materials 
(Enter cnte~oriff from instructinns) 

foundation N/A 

walls Y/A 

roof NIA 

other NCA 

Narrative Description 
(Dr~crihe h e  historit ilnd currcnt condition of the pmprlp an one or more continuation shccts.) 



County Home Cemetery 
Same of Pmpeny 

Clay Count): Arkansas 
Courtty and S:xc 

8, Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "xu in one or more box= for the criter~a qualiwng the p r o m  

National Rcgista listing.) 

Levels of Significance (Focal, statc, national) 
Local 

Q A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad partems of 
our history. 

Areas o f  Significance (Enter catecories from inrtmctions) 
SOCIAL HISTORY 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our pasr. 

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of consmction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance 
individual distinct ion. 1912 - 1954 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in dl thc boxrs rhat apply.) 

Property is: 
A owed by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

J 8 removed fram its original location. 

Significant Dates 
1912 - 1954 

Significant Person (Compktc if Criterion B is marked] 
KiA 

C. birthplaoe or gave of a historical figure of outstanding 
importance. Cultural Aflilistion {Complete if Criterion D i s  marked) 

IXI D a cemetery. NIP, 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property 
Arch itectlBu ilder 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance NIA 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Signifieance 
[Expln~n the signnficanac o f  tlm propeny on om or more continualion sheets ) 

9. Major Plibliographical References 

Bibliography 
(C~re rhe books. articles, and other source used in preparing this form on one or more continuati011 sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 
Q ' preliminary determination of individual listing (36 State Historic Preservation Office 

CFR 67) has been requested Other State Agency 
previously listed in the National Register Federal Agency 
Previously d e t e d n e d  eligible by the National Local Government 
Register University 

rl designated a National: Historic Landmark Other 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Kame of repository: Clay County Historical Society - # 

recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # 



County Home Cemetery 
Name of' I'roprw 

Clay Cat~nty. Arkansas 
Coi~n ly  . ~ n d  Stale 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property i . I  acres 

TM References 
. L ace addiiional LTM references on a m ~ i n u a t i o n  sheet ) 

I 15 750 193 4030224 
Zonc Ensring Non I) I nz 

- ' -  
Zone Ex<ttn~ Vonhing 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Descrtbe the boundarid ofrlle propem on a continuation shept) 

Boundaq Justification 
(Euplnin why the boundail$ were selected on a continuation ~hvet.) 

I l .  Form Prepared By 

narnfi'title Shannon Williams. P iggott Parks and Recreation DirectortEdited by S a d  Jampole, Survey Historian 

organization Arkansas Historic Preservation Program date S!05!04 

street & number 1500 Tower Building. 333 Center Street telephone 30 1 -324-9974 

city or town Little Rmk state AR rip code 7220 2 
-- -- - 

Additional ~ o c k e n t a t i o n  
Suhrrr~t rtrc toI[c~rr.i:~g Itrms w i h  ll~r completed fortn: 

Continuation Sheets 

i 'P3 
A USCS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating h e  property's location 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
( C h d  rvith the S W  or FPO for any additiond i t e m  ) 

Property Olvner 
(Cnrnplztc t h t ~  i:c~rl 31 lthe request of SklrOor PO.)  

name City of Pigzott holds, a 99 year lease %ranted by Clay County 

street & number P.0. Box 143 tc tephone 870-598-5SR4 

ci ty or town Piggott stare AR zip code 32354 

Iaapnvork Reduction Art Slaltmcal: This infomation i s  k i n g  colfcctcd for applicnlions 10 @ I  Katiotwl Regisftr of Historic Places fa narninnt~ pf0peITi~ for 
listing or dctcrniine ell$lbility for listing, ro list propenics, and 10 amcnd cvlsling Irsting Response to r l ~ i s  request rs requircd to obtn~n abmefit in accordance 
with !he Karional Histnric Preservation Acr as arnrndrd (16 U S.C JiOcfseq.)  

F ~ t i r n a t d  Barden Staternmt: Pubtlc reponins burden for this form i s  estimntcd to a v m g  I$.[ hours per mponse including lime for revitwin: instructions, 
gatl~ring wd mainmining data, and mmplctiri~, and reviewing the form Dirccr cummcllts regarding this burden mimatc or nny rnpecl ofthis Sorn~ to t k  Chirt; 
Arlministrotivr: Services Division, Nationat Pnrk Service. P. 0. Rov. 37127, Wasliiiigton. DC 20013-7127; and rlic Ol'licr oiMa~~agcincnt  and Budgct, I'apenvorl 
R c d u a i w  I'rojrcts (1023-00 181, Wnsl1irtslcl8l. M: 20303. 
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Clay County. Arkansas 
C ~ u n r y  and SIXIC 

SUMMARY 
The County Home Cemetery, which contains approximately 62) unmarked graves, i s  located at 30 1 0 Herit age 
Park Road in Clay County. Arkansas. The small cemetery is surrounded by a public park and is marked by a 
dedicated monument stone. The park is located in a run1 setting at the edge of the City of Piggott. 

ELABORATION 
The County Home Cemetery is located on the edge of the City of Piggott in Clay County. Et is located at the 
back of Heritage Park and is marked by a stone monument and a memorial bench. It is estimated that there 
are 60 unmarked graves. 

.bound 12 years ago, 'the Piggott Parks and Recreation Commission took possession of the 40-acre park and 
cleared debris from the cemeterq.. 

This is a breakdown of burials that can be substantiated by documentation: 

1922 - Mike Ledbetter 

1925 - Tildia James 

1 93 5 - Lee Rogers 

1 950 - Norbert Sommersett 

1951 -Joe Birchett 

195 1 - Edes Hologen 

No Dates - Frank Eades 

Albert Brown 

Mr. FowIer 

Pinkney Roddery 

Martha Boyd 

Unknown Burials - Approximately 49 

The records for the home were destroyed during the demolition of the home. News articles, personal 
research papers, etc., were used to reference this information. 
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INTEGRITY 

Alhough the small wooden markers that denoted the graves were either removed around 1 995. or 
deteriorated prior to that year. the area is still recognized as a burial site as the depressions in the ground are 
easily discernable as graves, thus retaining integrity of feeling and association with the Clay County Home. 
As such, the cemetery is a reminder of the history and contribution the County Home made to Clay County 
and Piggott. Integrity of setting and location is retained, as the area around the cemetery is still rural, 
Though the cemetery lies t~~i th in  the boundaries of the new municipal park, the entire area is located on the 
edge of the C i e  of Piggott in rum1 northeastern Arkansas, and there is no development in the close vicinity of 
the cemetq.  
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SUbMARY 
The County Home Cemetery is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places with local 
significance under Criterion A for its association with the Clay County Home and Clay County's efforts to 
provide aid to the poor and destitute. The last Civil War veteran from Clay County lived and died at the 
home. It is also being nominated under Criteria Consideration D: cemeteries. 

ELABORATION 
Located on a hill inside a beautiful 40-acre public park thal i s  maintained by the City of Pigsotr Parks and 
Recreation Department, this historical sire is marked by a small stone marker, honoring those buried at the 
site. The monument tvas placed at the site in 1 995 by the local genealogy society. 

Approximate1 y ten years age, the City of Pif;ptt Parks and Recreation Departmenr took over the 
maintenance and development of the park- At that time. the cemetery was cleared of debris, and the area was 
nanicured. Since then, a farnil y memorial bench has been placed near the cemetery. There are only 
indentions in the earth marking the gravesites; the original, small wood markers have since deteriorated or 
have been moved. 

In 1 9 1 1 bids were taken on plans for the construction of a brick two-story county home with a basement. to 
be located on a 40 acre tract of land that was, at the time, two miles west of Piggott. Joe H, Morgan, 
Anderson & Company received the bid. and the architect was E. E. Porterfield. When construction of rhe 
Home was completed. it boasted of indoor plumbing. which w t s  rare in Arkansas in 19 12. According to 
newspaper articles, the caretaker and family lived on the main floor, while the male inmates lived in the 
basement. The female inmates resided on the top floor. The building was occupied sometime in early 1 9 1 2 
with Anhur Daniel as the first caretaker, as he and his wife were the caretakers of the previous County Home 
that was located about f ive miles north of Piggott. Over the Home's 42 years of operation, from 1 9 12 to 
1954, 1 6 different caretakers managed the Home. In many instances the caretakers were married couples 
who would live at the home: along with their children and other family members. They were paid anpvhere 
from S40.00 per month to  $75.00 per month to manage the home, farm, and cemetery. 

The site was known as the County Home, or as some called i t  the "Poor House". The purpose of the farm 
was to provide n home for destitute widows with young children, orphans, ~nentallp andlor physically 
handicapped people who could not care for themselves. and elderly people with no familyo to care for them. 
The tenants, or "in~nates" as they were called. who were able-bodied assisted wit11 farming the land. canning 
foods, and other tasks related to the upkeep of the home. 

The Farm produced most of tl~e food needed for the residents of the home. Some of the food produced was 
-'%.lnrtered for other items that were needed. 
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-4 stigma surrounded the 11ome and its tenants. ))\,Ian), times. the people that were left there were for, r~o~ten .  
Children who were residents of rhe home were available for adoption. and were inmates until adopted out. or. 
if adoption seemed to not be an option, the children were relocated to a children's home. In the back of the 
only remaining document associated with the Home-a ledger. there are numerous notations containing the 
names of potential parents. along with a description, the age. and the gender of the chiId wanted. 

A Chaplain woukd visit the home and conduct church services. When a resident passed away, the caretaker 
would prepare the grave. Other people would help make the casket from pine boards: the interior was 
padded with cotton, and the box was covered, inside and out, with a material that was suitable For the age of 
the deceased. The last Civj l War veteran of Clay  count^: died at the home. His l a  name was Craddock: 
although his first name is unknown. 

After 195 I ,  when Arkansas established a manazed health care system to handle people in need. such as the 
County Home inmates, the need for the Home no longer existed. The Clay County Home closed its doors in 
1954, and u~as demolished shortly thereafter. 

An unknown author once wrote of the Clay County Home: 

T have sheltered the homeless. the ages and the sick. The helpless have been tended and the hungry 
fed beneath my roof. Within my walls have been joy and laughter, and also heartache and tears. 
Many who were unable to fend for themselves found security in my heart-this Home.'' 

The County Home Cemetery is the only extant site remaining that is associated with the history of the Home 
itself. 

Unsubstantiated records indicate there are approximately 60 burial sites. Unfortunately. when the home was 
demolished in 1955, the records of the home and its tenants were also destroyed. There is only one intact 
ledger book remaining from the home. 

In 1995, the Iocal genealogy society attempted to trace death records and contact past residents" fami ty 
members in an effort to p i n  more accurate information and a more accurate count of the burial sites. The 
society honored those buried in the cemetery with a simple marker placed at the foot of a 1 00-year-old tree. 
The marker reads: Cotrnp Home Cemetery, Cloy Co Arkansas, 1912- J 9 j I .  

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The County Home Cen~etery is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places wit11 Iocal 
significance under Criterion A for its association with the Clay County Home and Clay County's efforts to 
provide aid to the poor and destitute. The last Civil War veteran from Clay County I ived and died at the 
home. It is aIso being nominated under Criteria Cansideration D: cemeteries, 
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VERAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
The County Home Cemetery is located in the southwest part of Heritage Park, which is located in the SE T /4, 
NtV 1/4 of Section 9, Township 20 North, Ran_ge 8 East in the Eastern District of Clay County. The 
cemetery size is north-south 203 feet and east-west 239 feet (approximately 1.1 acres). 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 
The houndary contains all of the land historically associated with the County Home Cemetery. 














