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1. Name of Property 

historic name Eastern Star Lodge 207 FWAM 

other namesfsite number 

street & number ApproximateIy one and one-half miles west on CR 336 then approximately a not for publicadon 
one-half mile south on CR 347 

city or town St. Francis IXJ vicinity 

state Arkansas code AR county Clay code 021 zip code 72464 

3. StateJFedcral. Agency Certification 

As thc dcsicnated author~ty under the Nalional Historic Ptcscmar~on Act as amended I hcreh certily that Lhism nomination 
requcst for dctcrmination o f  eligibili~y meets the d~cumtnrarion standards for registcrine p r o v i e s  in h e  Fiauonal Register of kEistwtc 
Maces and mccts rhc p r ~ c d u n l  and profcs~ional mquircments for in 36 CFR Pzr8 60. tn my opinion, h e  pmpeq meets 
does not m c t  t k  National Re~ristcr crireria I recommend thal lthb property ). considered si~nificant 

Signature rbivcrt~jylnp o~l i ; la! i~  rtl:: ba;e 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
Stair ur redtn l  agc:lc? and ht~ttau 

tn my opinion. !he property U m e t r  U dries not mat the Nar~frnal Rcyincr crjtcria 0 Sce Continuarion sheet for additional 
comments.) 

Sienaturc of ccnifLing ot'tic~al;C~rle Dare 

Slate or FedenI agency and bureau 

4. h'ational Park Service Certification 

I hereby crrtifv that the proplrrj i s :  
entcrcd EFI the National Register. - 
0 SK: continuation c heel 

determind eligible for the 

Signature o f  thc Kceper Date oFPlc~ion 

Nations! Regisfsr. 
SET continuaion shcek 

delerm~ned not eIigiblc for the 
National Reeisrcr 

i 
removed from rhe h'ational 

orher. (explain:) 



Eastern Star Lodge 207 F&AM 
hame aC Pmprn! 

Clav Countv. Arkansas 

5. Classification 

nwnership of Property Category o f  Property Number of Resources within Property 
mck as many h o x ~ r  a apply) (Check only one box) {Do not includc prcv~ously listed resources in count ) 

(XI private 

r] public-local 
(J public-State 

0 public-Federal 

[XI building(s) 

district 

Q site 

Q structure 

object 

Contributing Noncontributing 

1 0 buildings 

0 0 sites 

0 1 stmctures 

0 0 obiects 

1 1 Total 

Name of related multiple property listing Number ol Contributing resources previously listcd 
(Enter "h'j.4" if pmperty is not pan o l a  multiple propcfly listing.) in the National Register 

Historic Functions 
(Enler caregoria from instructions) 

Current Functions 
{Enter categoriet frum instructions) 

Social: Meetino Hall Social: Meeting Hall 

7, Description 

ArchitecturaE Classification Ma teriats 
(Enter carcgo,ories fmm instructions) (Enter cRtegories h r n  insrmaions) 

Other: P lain-Traditional foundation Concrete 

walls Concrete 

roof Asphalt 

other 

Narra live Description 
(Describe fhe h i ~ t a r i c  and currcna condition oflhc provtp on onc or more mntinuarion sheets.) 
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oplica ble National Register Criteria bevels of Significance (local, srate. national) 
mrk '*.Y" In one or nlorc boxes for the criteria qualifying h e  propeny Local 

I Nnlional Registcr listing.) 

A Preperty is associated with events rhaf have made - 
a si~nificant contribution co the broad patterns of Areas of Significance Fnrer caregories from instructi~ns) 

Social History 
Architecture 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

[X1 C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of n QTe, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
hi& artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishab2e entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

Period of Significance 
1947-1952 

f7 I> Properly has yieIded, or i s  likely to yield, 
information imporrant in prehistow or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "xu in all the boxcs that apply.) 

Property is: 
n A owned by n, religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

J B removed from its original location. 

Significant Dates 
1947 

Significant Person (Complctt if Criterion B is marked) 

NlA 

Q C. birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding 
importance. Cultural Affiliation (Complete iFCriterion D i s  marked) 

Q D a cemetery. NIA 

E a reconstmc~ed b~ifding. objmr, or structure. 

Q E a commemorative property 

C less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Unknown 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the propcrty on one or mUK continuation s k a . )  

- 

9. Maior BihlioeranhicaE References 
- - - 

Bibliography 
{Cite thc books, articles. and othcr sources used in prcpming this form an one or m continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary locatioa of additisna l data: 
Q preliminary determination of individual listing (36 I7 State Historic Preservation Ofice 

CFR 67) has been requested I7 Other State Agency a previously listed in the National Register Fedeml Agency 
1 Previously determined eligible by the National Q Local Government 

- Register Q University 
designated a National Historic tandmark Other 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository: 
# 
recorded by Historic Ametican Engineering 
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vage of Property One Acrc 

(TM Rekrences 
r Placs addi~ional W M  references on a conlinuation sheet.) 

1 15 753 15 1 4037538 
Zone Eaststing Nwhing 

2 

%one L,T~ t ing Nonhing 

4 

See conlinuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe rhe boundmies of the property on a continuation sheet.) 
Part of the Northeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter (NE '/. SE '/.I of Section Fourteen (14) in Township Twenty-One (21) 
North, R a n g  Eight (8) East o f  the Fifth Principal Meridian. more particularly described as follows: Beginning at the Southeast 
cornet of rhe said quarter quarter section aforesaid and running thence North along the East line thereof a distance of Five 
Hundred Forty-three (543) feet thence West four hundred thirty-seven (457) feet to the east line of the right-of-way of Chalk Bluff 
and Gainsville PubIic Road, thence South along with said road to the point where it intersects with the South line of said quarter 
quarter section, thence east along and with said South line to the point of beginning. 
Boundary Justification 
The boundary encompasses all land associated with the buiiding. 

11. Form Prepared By 

namehitle Anne Winchester and Zac Cotfiren 

organization Arkansas Historic Preservation Pmgram date 6/10/02 

& number 373 Center Streer Suite 1600 telephone 50 1-224-4880 

( I or town Lide Rock state AR ziw code 72201 

Additionat Documentarion 
Smmir the i~~llurz inp 1lr.rn.i wrt l~ [tic complctcd fo rm 

Continuation Sheets 

Naps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properlies Raving large acrease or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check wtth thc SHPO or FPO Tor any additr~nal items.) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this iten1 ar thc ruqucst ot SElPO or FPO.) 

name 
. . -. - - - -. - -. . . . -- - 

street & number telephone - 
city or town state t i p  code 

r' 

- 

i':lptmork Rcduaion Art  Stattmmt: This information is being colftcfed for applications to thc National Register of Historic Places 10 nominzde properlies for 
11.1rng or determine efisibility for listing. to list propcrlics, and to amend existing listing. Response to this request is  requited to obtain a benefit In accwdance 
wiih rhe Nat~clnal Hbloric Preservation Act, a< amended (16 U.S.C. 170 elseg.) 
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SUMMARY 
Eastern Star Lodge 207 F&AM is a PIain-Traditional styIe two-story block building that was constructed in 
1947. It is located approximately one and one-half miles west of St. Francis, Arkansas, on County Road 336, 
then approximately one-half mile south on County Road 347. The symmetrical building is constructed from 
concrete blocks and rests upon a concrete foundation. It has a gable roof that is covered with shing Ies and 
sheathed with wood siding in the gable end. 

ELABORATION 
Eastern Srar Lodge 207 E&AM is a Masonic hall located approximately one and one-half miles west of St. 
Francis on County Road 336, then approximateIy one-half miIe south on County Road 347. St. Francis is 
located in the northeast comer of Clay County in Northeastern Arkansas. The lodge was built in 1947 by 
local volunteers, who were lodge members. brother Masons from other lodges and individunIs from the 
-.ornmunity. The building is an exceIlent example of PIain-Traditional architecture. It is constructed from 

., ~oncrete blocks and lies on a concrete foundation. The building is the only lodge building located in the 
vicinity of St. Francis. 

West Elevation 
The building faces west and is fenestrated by two six-over-six windows on the upper level. The glass in the 
lefi window has been painted over white. Entry to the building is gained through a wooden door. A gable- 
roofed porch supported to two wooden post shelters the entrance. To the right of the entrance was once a 
separate entry that was enclosed with blocks shortly after the building's construction. A bIack and white 
metal sign with the lodge's name is hung on the exterior wall and had a light at top. 

South Elevation 
The south elevation is fenestrated by five six-over-six windows. Three of the windows are located on the 
building's upper level and two are located on the bottom. There was originally a side door located on the fmt 
floor, but it was sealed off at an unknown date. A second story entryway has aIso been infilled and a flight of 
stairs that accessed the entrance was also removed. 

East Elevation 
The east elevation is fenestrated by four six-over-six windows, two on each story. The top two windows 
contain air conditioning window units. On the ground, approximately four feet from the exterior wall, is a 
concrete structure that senred as the covering for a cistern that was dug in the 1 960's. The cistern was never 

t 
llsed and due to its construction date is a non-contributing resource. 

North Elevation 
The north elevation is fenestrated by six six-over-six windows; three on each story. There is also an exterior 
brick chimney located slightly west of center on the elevation. 
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Interior 
The interior laas been altered exrensivelq. on the first floor. It serves as a combination kitchenhlining room 
used for meals and other public functions. The second story is used for Masonic meetings and is quite 
remarkable. The alter and pillars are from the originaI lodge hall, a Presbyterian Church in existence from the 
turn of the century but which disbanded in the 1940's. Seating is vintage cinema seats with intricate detailing, 
The original charter hangs on the wall as well as the jewels of the state Grand Master Webb Magee, the 
Iodge's longest serving LVorshipfuP Master. 

An area outside the main meeting hall contains numerous photos of past 'CVorshipful Masters, special 
Masonic awards, a wooden cabinet to hold jewels and aprons, Iarge plywood board that have been painted 
with the names of all the Worshipful Masters and the years they senred. 

I 

. tntegrity 
Since construction in 1947, the lodge hall has undergone minor alterations, mostly for weatherization and 
protection of the bui tding i tseIf. It has continued to be used as a Masonic Hall since its completion in 1947. 
AIthough a couple of doors have k e n  infilled, the alterations have done little to impact the workmanship 
employed in construction or the appearance of the building. The setting of the nearby area remains much the 
same as it did in 1947 with the building stiIl located in the countryside in the vicinity of a small town. 
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SUMMARY 
Eastern Star Lodge 207 F&AM, located in the St. Francis (Clay County), Arkansas, is being nominated to 
the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C for its local significance as the best extant 
exampIe of a Plain-Traditional style two-story lodge hall building in northeastern Clay County. The Iodge is 
also being nominated under Criterion A for its association with Masonic activities in northeast Clay County. 

ELABORATION 
DeveIoprnenlt of the area near St. Francis and Eastern Star Lodge 207 F&AM began following the Civil War 
when the land was covered uith dense Delta forests and swampland. The clearing of timber created 
economic prosperity in the timber and river trade. Farming oppostunities were created when land was cIeared 
of timber and the swamps were drained. Many of the people settled in the Chalk Bluff Community near the 
St. Francis River. Chalk Bluff was the site of numerous Civil War skirmishes and battles. 

f 

,'he post-war settIers arriving in the area were lured by the fertile farmland. Many were Civil U'ar veterans in 
search of a better life. They and their families had deep sel igious faith that included the belief and 
membership of the Masonic Order and Order of the Eastern Star. This is reflected by numerous headstones in 
the nearby Gravel Hill and Hall cemeteries that are etched with both Masonic and Order of the Eastern Star 
emblems. Many of these settlers were farmers from Tennessee, Missouri, Illinois. Indiana, and elsewhere in 
Arkansas. Cotton was the crop of choice. 

Eastern Star Lodge 207 F&AM was organized on Dec. 27, 1867, with 30 charter members. It was chartered 
on Nov. 1 8, 1 868, and is now Clay County's oldest Masonic lodge. The lodge first met at the Chalk Bluff 
Church, which was Presbyterian. It then moved to Star School, a small rural schoolhouse, and then to one- 
story Hall Church that was new1 y constructed. The lodge received permission to construct a second story for 
use as a meeting hall around 1906. 

In 1946. the lodge purchased the rights to Hall Church. which had disbanded. Local volunteers constructed 
the present lodge hall in 1 947. The cornerstone for the new lodge hall was laid in the northeast comer on 
May 6,  1947. Included in the cornerstone were a wrieten history and a coin taken from the cornerstone of the 
Hall Church. 

The lodge has been located in three counties, never more than one mile from its present location - first in 
Greene County, then Clayton County and finally Clay County. Clay County was formed from Greene 

I 
Younty in 1 873 and was first called Clayton County before the name was changed to Clay County in 1 875. 

Lodge officer installation and other public functions, such as open house and "dinner on the grounds," were 
once a significant part of the social activities in the area. Many were held during summer months and were 
celebrations in themselves. 
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Since its inception. the Eastern Star Lodge 207 F&AM has had approximately thirty-four 50-year members 
with I6  living to date. O f  the 16, tufa are 60-year plus members - Vaughter Intin of Pollard (Clay Count-v). 
Arkansas, Master Mason in April 1938, and Ernest Hanna of St .  Francis, Master Mason on May 19, 1938. 

Today the building still functions as a Masonic Lodge. For many years, the lodge hall was also the meaing 
location for the Order of the Eastern Star. That chapter has merzed with the chapter in Piggott (Clay County). 
Arkansas. 

Significance 
Eastern Star Lodge 207 F&AL4 is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places under 
Criterion C wid1 local significance as the best extant example of Plain-Traditional architecture in the St. 
Francis area of Clay County. It is also being nominated under Criterion A for its association with Masonic 
lctivities in Clay County, Arkansas. 
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