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‘DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Oliver House is a two story, ell shaped, frame structure facing east. The long lec
of tha ell runs north to south and has a gambrel rooE. The short leag projeckts east wit
a gabled roof, There is a second gable placed in the gambrel roof south of the roof
intersections. South of this gable is a gabled dormer. A second dormer is on the sout
side of the gable leg. There are two brick chimneys, one centered on the gable leg anc
the other centered on the gambrel leqg. There are three doxrmers on the rear (west).

A Tuscan c¢olumn porch begins on the south corner of the east side, wraps the short ell
leg and countinues across the north side. ©On the south elevation is a three-bay window.
The entrance door and sidelights are oval bavzled glass and the transom is a straight
pane. Windows on gable ends are cne center window flanked by two narrower ones. Win-
dows are one over one (L/1}. Windows on the east elevation, first story have diamond
pattern uvper panes. The building is finishad in weatherboard.

Leading from the entrance hall to the second level is a half-turn stair composed of
turned banisters with paneling below the stair. At the intersection of the stair and
second floor is a half-rcound projection into the stairwell. The stairwell is enclosed
with the same railing as the stair. Woodwork in the structure is original. There are
two notable mantels. In the first parlor is a classically detailed mantel. In the
parlor bzhind is a pattern book Victorian mantel. The house is heated with steam radi-
ators, by the American Radiator Company.

Fditor's Note: The house was remodeled in 1901 and 1910. Origimally, the structure
- faced mnorth onto Walnut Street. In 1895 it was moved to face the
railroad. In 1909 the upstairs and porch were added. The original
-structure is encased within the present building but there is no phys-—
ical evidence of its existence. While the first structure was built in
1887, the house existent -today -should be considexed 'a 1909 structure.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Cliver House is an example of a dwelling which organically developed from a small
Victorian core structure begun in ca. 1880 into alarge classically detailed structure,
last alkered in 1909. The building faces the rail line that spurred the growth of
Covning, Arkansas, and is cleosely linked with one of the community's outstanding twen-—
tieth-century merchants, J. L. Oliwver, Jr.

The 0Olivar House is one of the oldest standing structures in Corning. (Note: reputedly
the second oldest.) A= originally built, the house faced Walnut Street in the north.
In 1865 it was moved to face the railrcad line across the street and to the east of the
house., The exact date of construction for the building is unknown. J. M. Oliver, II,
son of an early occupant: in the house, bsalieves that the building was erected in the
1870’5, This date cannot be confirmed. Furthermore, ths present appearance of the build-
vdates from after the turn of the century when owner, Dr. J. M. Oliver, radically
ared the appearance of the structure.

2., Oliver bought the building from J. Y. Harb in 1887, who in turn had acquired the land
from tha St. Louis and Iron Mountain Railroad one year earlier. After Dr. Oliver's death
the building passed into the hands of his son, J. M. Oliver, II. Oliver ran a general
nerchandise store, Oliver and Company, on the same block occupied by the Oliver House.
The Olivesr and Company building, though greatly modified, remains standing. The Oliver
home and Oliver and Company building were once separated by a horse loE, but a small
frame dwelling presently occupies the site bhetween the buil.3ings.

Thie two major alterations which completely modified the house occurrxed in 1901 and 1909
leaving in their wake a sprawling, classically-detailed dwelling. Tn the 1909 alteraticn
& second f£loor was added to the house and a columned porch was attached to the east and
north elevations., BAn outstanding interior feature of the house is the half-turn stair
composed of turned bannisters with panneling below the stair. At the intersection of the
stair and second floox is an unusual half-round projection into the stairwell. The
stairwell is enclosed with the same railing as the stajir. The building also contains two
notable mantels, each probably dating from a different remodelling period. One in the
front parlor is classically detailed, while one in an adjoining, rear parlour of a
Victorian, pattern-book design. The building is still heated with siteam radiators cast
by the American Padiator Company.

Overall, the exterior of the building, when -compared with a 1910 phctograph, is unaltered
since that date, The interior retains its past 1209 appsarance in several rooms; most
~ ‘bly the Eront parlor and second-floor hall landing. Howevay, paneling has been ap-

'd to several rooms which serve as offices for the present owner, attorney Oliver E. Cox.

#r. Cox iz aware of the intrinsic wvalue of the property and plans to preserve the house
for use as his law office.
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Jliver's House, Corninz,
Clay County

Gentlemen:
Your nistoric oresarvation program is sne that will have
long-ranze benaflits for this state and nation, from the standopoint
: o

cultura and arhie vament , becausa the succass of

»
our future is shaped by the significance 0f ocur »sst.

The civarse and broad ano:rannical presexrvation of histsric
sit 25 enables the exnibvitisn of the lonz-founded and widespread
faith ia acerica and zlves encouragemany L0 Lhe lcn;-awal,ed aml
widetpraad prayers of others in the world.

Freservation of part of our vast lies within your discreti:na
off selection. In =my opinion, the property herein represants
a classis example of 1astin3 character in architesctural dasizn and
2 classic example of confidence in America's destiny.

Yours very truly,
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