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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL [ IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Oliver Honse is a t w o  story, ell shaped, frame s t ruc tu r e  facing east. The long l e ~  
oE t h ~  e l l  r u n s  north to south and has a gambrel roof. The s h o r t  leg projects e n s t  w i t  
a gabled roof. There is a second gable placed in khe gambrel. roof south of the roof 
intersect ions .  South of this gable is a gabled dormer. A second dormer is on the saut 
side of t h e  gable leg. There are trh-w brick chimneys, one c a n t e r e d  on the gable leg an6 
t h e  other centered on the gambrel leg.  There are t h e e  dormers on t h e  rear (west ) .  

A Tuscan column porch begins  on the south c o r n e r  of the east s i d e ,  wraps the short el1 
leg and continues across the north side. On the south elevat ion is a three-bay window. 
The entrancc door and sidelights are oval  bev?led glass and the t ransom is a straight 
pane. Windows on gable ends are one center window flanked by two narrowor ones. Itin- 
dows are one  over one (1/11. Windows on the c a s t  elevation, first story have diamond 
pattern u p e r  panes.  The building is finish4 in weathexboara. 

. a  

Leading frotn the e n t r a n c e  h a l l  to t h e  second l e v e l  is a h a l f - t u r n  stair compsed of 
turned banisters with paneling below the stair,  At: the intersection of the s ta ir  and 
second flmr is a half-rcund projection i n t o  the stairwell.  The stairwel l  is encloser1 
with the same railing as the stair. k7mdwork in the structure is or ig ina l -  There are 
t w o  notaSle mantels. In  the first parlor  is a classically d e t a i l e d  mantel.  In t h e  
parlor: b3ki1;d is a pattern book Victorian mantel. The house is heated w i t h  steam radi- 
ators, by t h e  American Radiator Company. 

Editor's Ncske: The house was x e d e l e d  in 1901 and 1910. O r i g i n a l l y ,  t he  structure 
1 . faced n o r t h  onto Halnut  Street. In I895 it was moved to face t h e  

railroad. 'bn 1909 the upstairs arkd porch w e r e  added. The  a r i q i n a l  
-s"cructuxe ,is encased w i t h i n  the present building but there  is no phys- 
i c a l  evidence of its exis tence .  While the first s t r u c t u r e  was b u i l t  in 
1887, the hmse existent-today-should be considered's 1904 structure. 
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T ~ Q  O l k e i '  Rouse is an example 05 a dwelling which organically developed f r o m  a small 
Victorian core structure ber~un i n  ca. 1580into alarge class ica l ly  detailed structure, 
l a s t  altered in 1909. The building faces the rail line that spurred the growth of 
Co-riling, Arkansas, and is closely linked with  one of the community's outstanding twen- 
t ie th-centr l ry rnerchanks, J. L. Ollver,  Jr. 

O1if;zr IIouse is one of the oldest  s t a n d i n g  structures in Coming -  (Note: reputedly 
the st._uoncl oldest. ) Ls origina!.ly built, t h e  house faced Walrmt Street in the north, 
In 1835 it was moved to f a ~ e  the railroad line across the street and t~ the east of the 
hquse .  The exact  date of construction for the building is unkno:m. J. M. Oliver, XI, 
sun of zn ear ly  occupant  in the house, b n l i w e s  t h a t  the building was erected in t h e  
1.C':O1 s. T h i s  date cannot be mnfixrmed. F u r t h e m r e ,  ths present ap2earance of the build- 

:c'a-kes from aEter the turn of the century when otmer, Dr. J. M. Oliver, radically 
x e d  ths apgearance of the structure. 

:Ix. Oliver bought the building Fron 5. W- Karb in lSOT, whu i l l  turn hati ac~uireCl the land 
f ~ 3 m  th s  St. Louis and Iron Mountain Railroad o n e  year ea r l i e r .  A f t e r  D r .  Oliver's death 
th2 building passed in to  t h e  hands of his son, J. ?I. Oliver, I f .  Oliver ran a general 
rlerchandise skore, Oliver and Company, on the same block occupied by the Oliver Ilouse. 
The O1ivi.r a n d  Company bui ld ing ,  though great ly m=ldifiod, remai~s  standing. The Oliver 
hame and Oliver and Company building w e r e  once separated by a horse lot, b u t  a small 
frame dve l l lng  presently occupies the s i t e  be tween the  buil .3ings.  

Tho t w o  major alterations which completely modified t h e  house occurred in 1901 and 1909 
l e a v i n g  in their wake a sprawling, classically-detailed dwelling- Ln the l909 alteration 
a second floor was added to the house and a columned porch was attached to the east and I I 

north elevations, An outstanding interior feature  of the house is the half- turn stair 
composed oE turned bannisters with panneling below t h e  stair. A t  t h e  intersection of the . 
stair and second floor is an unusual half-round projection into the stairwell. The 
stairwel l  is enclosed with the same ralling as the stair. The building also uontajns t w o  
nutable mantels ,  each probably daZing from a d i f  Eerent remodelling period. One in the 
f r o n t  par lor  is classically detai led,  while one in an adjoining, rear parlour of a 
Victorian, pattern-book design. The building is st i l l  heated with steam radiators cast 
by t h e  F+merican Padiator Company. 

Overall, the ex te r io r  of the building,  when .:onpared w i t h  a 1910 phi tograph, is unaltered 
s ince  that date. The interior retains i t s  past 1909 appearance in several rooms; most - bly t h ~  f r o n t  par lor  and second-floor hall landing. Howevzr, p.sneling has  been ap- 

a 

12 to several rooms which serve a s  ofEices far t h e  presen: owner, attclrney Oliver E. Cox. 

;7r. COX is axare. of the  intrinsic value of the pro-rt-y ar?d plans to preserve the house 
Cur uso as h i s  l a w  o f f i ce .  
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L o t s  11 and 12 in Block 20 in the C i t y  of Corning, hrkansas. 

---- 
LIST ALL STATES AND COW NTIES FOR PROPERTYES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNOAR I f  S 

S T W E  COOE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

ArF:?nsss Clay 
* 

!XFOXM PREPARED BY 
M A M E  1 ?'Ti-: 

- Frezil  !Liller and Mike Shinn - 
OZGAMIZATIO'I  OAT E 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 8/2 9/78 
SfREEr  Yl HUM3E:! TELEPHONE 

Main and P i x k h a n  Streets  ( S u i t e  500, Continental l:Ldg.) 501-371-2763 
C!f Y OR TDL';'; STAT F 

L i t t l e  Rock Arkansas 72 201 

 STATE v.-- . HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATlON\lAt - STATE - 
As Iha designated State Historic Preservation OHicer for ths National Historic Pressrvarion Act of 1966 [Public Law a9-665). 1 
hateby nominal? thk PtQP8Ry for Inclusion in rhe Nalional Register and certify that it has be;n evalustnd according 40 the 

criteria and prcreedurss set forth by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISi i3t  IC PRESERVRTION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE DATE 

j 3 ~  NPS USE CNLY 
., . 

F 2 Hc95BY CERTIFY THAT THIS TRr3PERTY IS IFJCLUOED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTE9 ... . 
i 

CIATE 

I- - 
! :E  5' f ;? OF fi E tlAT1ONAL BECISTEA 

LATE pT?": 
1 CKIEF OF 2S4iTPATfOH 

1, 
GPO 121 -On3 



OLIVZR ITp C O X  
ATTORNEI*:\T*LAW 

CORNING, ARXhNSAS72422 * 

Ari;apzzs 3 i s to : - i c  Fressr? /af i ln  Prograin 
s u i t e  5C3,  C o n t i n e n t a l  a ldg.  
Lsrkhan! -.; ?.lai;r S t s .  
L i t t l e  ibc l : ,  Ark. 72203, 

R 2 :  31iverTs g m s e ,  Cornirrr  , 
C l a y  Co11nt7 

Yo,, ristcrric y ~ e s s r l r a t i a n  prozrarn i s  -7;le t h a t  w i l l  h ~ v 2  
1a.n.g-ran=? b e n ~ f i t s  f o r  this sst-,g",e an2  g a t i o 3 ,  from t h o  standpoint; 
n f  our h e r i t a g e ,  cu . l t u r5  an.3 achievement, S?causs! t h ~  SUI:L"ZSS qf 
our Tuture i s  s h a p e d  by the s i g n i f i c ~ n c s  ~f r ; l l r  pns?,, 

T h e  d i v e r s e  a!ld bratid gso<ran:?icai  pres~rvat5on 3.; h f s t g r i z  
y,it,ss en>b los  t k e  z ~ i h i o i t i ~ n  al' th.; lan:--fo:l_rlrie3 22.3. i?.ibespre:d 
fait+ ifi .'.ar-risa a n 4  z i v e z  encg~rc?,rn-znt 23 L h z  Icn~-awai t ,ed  2r~-1 
w i c i e ~ p r a n d  prajDrs of g the rs  in t h e  warld. 

2.:-eservation of wqrt of Dur p3st l i e s  w i t h i n  y 3 u r  r l i s c r ~ t i  :rr 
o? sselect ion.  in zy o ? i n i o n ,  t h e  pr.Dpor%y h e i - e i : ~  st?pres82n%s 
;i clzssis e x m p l a  -33 lasti ng c h a r a c t s r  iz a r m c h l t  ecturq'l. dqsi 2.q:: 

3 c l q s s j c  exanple of c o s l i 6 m c o  in i m e r i c : ~ ' s  3 e s t i n y .  

Yours  very t r u l y ,  




