
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

\ 

- National Register of Historic PIaces 
Registration Farm 
This form i s  for use in  norniliatil~g or requesting ktermlnilrions for indrvidual prowr:;cs and districts- See ins~riictions in .Vow ro rompletc  rile ~Va,ionu!Re;:r~?r 
o~h'tsfarlc Places Regrs~rofron F o r m  (Narlonal Regstcr R~lllctin 16A) Con~plele cacll irzrn by marilng "x" In the appropriate box or hy tnlctlng [lie r nfomarlan 
requested I f  an item dca not apply to th: prsperty being docunrented, enter ON14 ' tbr "nct applrcable ' For fi~nctlans. arch~tezrurnf clasr~f cat~on, nlatcri als. nnd 
nreas o f  significance, enter only categories and sllbcaleg~r~cs horn the inslrucrior~s P l a x  addlrrona! entries and narrative items on conrinira~~on sheers (YPS b m l  
10-900a). Use a mewritcr. word processor, or compurer, t o  mnplse all items, 

1. Name of Property 

historic name Fairview Cemetey 

other nameskite number Van Buren CerneteryiCW03 84 

-- - 

2. Location 

street & number Bound by AR Highway 59 North, McKibben Avenue and Poplar Strecr not for publicatron 

city or town Van B i~ren vlcin~ty 

state Arkansas code AR county Crawford code 033 zip code 72556 

As rhc dsignared aurhority under theNational Hisrorrc Pmcrvatlon ACL as amended, I liercby certify that rh~s ~rnm~nation 
rtqucst for dctcrmrnat  on of el~g~bi l i ty  meets the doct~n~e~~tarlon standvds for rregts:crlng propeflres in the ba t~or ld  Regster oIHistar~c 
Places and rneers rhe procedural and pmfsional rcqulremens set for cn 36 CFR Part 60 In my opin~on. the p r o p e e  mcers 

cally. (Set wntlnuauon sheer tbr nddit ronal 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
State or Federal agcncy and burcaz~ 

In my opin~on, the property mcets 17 does not meet the Natlonal Reg~srer irittria. in See C~ntinuario~l sheet for addruensl 
~ornrnents.) 

Signature of ccnirylng officiaLTitle Date 

State or Fcdcral agtnc) and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby certify h a t  the property is. S!glla:rrrc n f  the Keeper Date at A c t i c i ~  

entered in the hatwnal  Register 
Scc continuation shtcl 

detcrmined eligiblt for the 
National Regi5ter. 

See coutrnuation sheet 
determined not eligible for h e  

National Registcr. 
removed from thc Narional 



Fairview Cemetery 
Same OF Property 

Craivford Countv. Arkansas 

5, Classification 

; 3wnership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 
!Check N: many box- as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include prevlcu.;ly listed rtsolirces ~n count ) 

Q private 

@ public-local 
building(s) 

a district 

Contributing Noncontrihuring 

public-State site 0 2 buildin_gs 

public-Federal structure I 0 sites 

object 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Ecter 'KtA" ~f propcm IS nor part of a mtilllriple gropaty listing ) 

0 0 structures 

2 0 a bjects 

3 2 Toral 

Fumber of Conirihoting resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

6, Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(Enter categortes from ~nstrucrions) 

Current Functions 
!En!cr categoria from instructions) 

7. Description 

Architectural CIassification Materials 
(Enter categories from imtruct~ons) (Eliker categorm from insrructions) 

N 1',4 foundation N!A 
walls N:A 

roof NJA 
other STONE: Marble 

Granite 

Narraf Eve Description 
(Descrik the h:s:oric and current cond~r~on of rhe propeny on one or more conlinuatici~ sheets I 
See Continuation Slieet('s) 



Fairview Cemetery 
Name cf Pmperh. 

Crawford County, Arkansas 
County and Stzte 

8. Statement of  Sienificance 

f ippticable National Register Criteria Levels of Significance (locat. state. rat:cna!) 
r Mark "x" rn one or  mom boxer tj! the criter~zqcalifyin? the property Local 

- - 
for National Register lisf~ng.) 

A Propem is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribut~on to the broad patterns of 
our histop. 

5 Property is associated wih  the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

Areas of Significance (Enter ca!egaries from instructions) 

EXPLORATION 1 SElTLEhlEVT 
ART: Funerary art 

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable enticy whose components lack Period o f  Significance 
individual distinction. 1516 - 1955 

D Properly has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" tn al! thc b o x t i  that apply 1 

Property is: 
111 .4 owned by a religious ~nstitution or used f ~ r  

I religious purposes. 

a B removed from i ts original location. 

Significant Dstes 
1 8 16 (First marked burial) 

Significant Person (Complete bfCrrter~on B 1s m ~ r k t d j  
NiA 

C, birthplace or grave of a historical fi-me o f  outstanding 
importance. Cuttur2d Affiliation (Complete if Criterion D is marked) 

[XI D a cemetery. N IA  

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemowtive property 
Arch itectlBuilder 

G less than 50 years OF age or achieved significance NiA 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the sigrficanm ofthe prcperty on one or more co.nlinuatinn sheets ) 

9. Majar Bibliographical References 

BibIiograph y 
(Cite the bocks, articles, and other sources uscd in preparfng [his form on one or more continual~on sl~eets.) 

Previous documentation on file VIYPS): 
T] preliminary determination of individual listing (36 

CFR 67) has been requested 
previously listed in the Yational Register 
Previously determined eligible by the National 
Register 
designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 
ti 
recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 
Srate Historic Preservavtion Office 
Other Smte Agency 

3, Federal Agency 
17 Local Government 

University 
Other 

Name of repository: 
Faiwiew Cemetery Board, Sexton's Records 



Fairview Cemetem Crawford Countv. Arkansas 
%rre of Property County and Statc 

10. Geographical Data 

' , Acreage of Property Ten acres 

KTM References 
CMacc additional UTM references on a continuation shctt ) 

3 15 377506 3922879 
Zone Eastlng PJorthi~lg 

See :ontinuation sheer 

Verbal Boundary Description 
{Describe the boundaries of the propestyon a wntin~:ation ihtet ) 

nounday Justification 
(Expla~n uhy the hundarres were selected on a eontinuat~on sheet) 

11. Form Prepared By 

narndtitle Randy Smith and Terri Foley'Historic Preservation Consultant; Edited by Sarah A. Jampole;Survey Historian 

organization Arkansas Historic Preservation Program dale J a n u a ~  T 9,2005 

street & number 1500 Tower Building, 323 Center Street telephone 50 1-324-9874 

ciry or town Little Rock state Arkansas zip code 72'301 

Additional Documcntati~n 
Submtt the follow~ng 1 1 c r 1 ~  rv:t7 t.le completed f~ tm-  

/ Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 1 5 minute series) indicating the propew's location 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white phatographs ofthe property. 

Additional items 
{Check with the SMPO or IT0 for any additional items.) 

Property Owner 
[ i n r * ~ ~  rtc rh~s item at the request oiSHPO or FPO.) 

name The City Of Van Buren, Arkansas - John Riggs, Mayor 
street & number 1003 Broadway telephone 479- 474- 154 1 

city or town Van Busen state Arkansas zipcode 72956 

Paptmark Reduction Act Statcmcnt: Thjs a~format~cn is being mllecred lot appl~cat~om to at h'a!isrial Register o f  Historic Places to s ~ m i a a t e  properties for 
listlng or &term:ne eligibility lor I~stin:, m l ist properties, and to m a i d  cxrsrlnq list~ne Rapons t  lo tnis request IS requ Ired to obtarn a bcncfr! in accordance 
ru~rli theNattonal Hijror~c Prcserva~zon Act. as amcnded (16 U S C 471) e! seq ) 

Estimated Burden Staitment: Public reporting b~rden for th ts  form is tstimatcd to svcrage 18.1 hours per response ~ncluding tlnlc for reviewing instmctions, 
r :athering and mainra~ning data, and cornplctil~g a d  reviwing the fom. D~rect mrnrnenrs regarding this burden estimxe or any aspect of th~s form to tie Chief, 

Administrarive S e w ~ c a  Divrsion, Naltannl Park Service, P 0 Box 37 127, Wash~ngfon, WZ 21MI3 -7127, and the Oilice o f  hlanagemenr and B u d g g  Panwwork 
Reductions Projecn { I024W18). U'%hingmn, DC 20303 



United States Department of the Interior 
' National Park Senrice 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number - Page 1 

Crawf~rd County, Arkansas 
Counry ar3 Stare 

SUMMARY 

Fairview Cemetery is located in the western section of Arkansas on the edge of the Arkansas-Oklahoma state 
line, along the Arkansas River in Crawford County. The cemetery is approximately three city blocks north of 
the Van Buren Historic District (NR 04/30/76), bounded on the west by Arkansas State Highway 59 
(Fayetteville Road), Poplar Street on the south, and McKibben Avenue on the north. The cemetery is the 
final resting place for many of the early settlers of the area* h 1846, John Drennen, co-founder of Van 
Buren, donated ten acres of land to the city for the purpose of establishing a cemetery. Prior to Drennen's 
donation, the land had been used as a burial spot with the earliest recorded grave dating to 1 8 1 6, wit11 a total 
of 2 1 marked gaves from 1 8 16 to 1840. 

There are a total of 2,59 1 burials in Fairview Cemetery with 2,026 of those being historic burials. Of the 
historic burials, 1,263 are marked, and 763 are unmarked. 

Included in the overall total, but not included in the l~istoric total, are the graves of 4 1 9 Confederate Soldiers 
and 8 Union Soldiers in the Confederate Section of the cernetew, which has previously been listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places (12i6!1996). 

Included in the boundaries of this nomination are two modern, non-contributing storage buildings, a historic, 
contributing carriage mounting block, and a historic, contributing fence that encloses the cemetery. The 
mounting block is located on the outer edge of the cemetery, on the northeast comer of AR Highway 59 and 
Poplar Street. 

ELABORATION 

Fairview Cemetery is comprised of ten acres jn the Grandview Addition of Van Buren. The western 
boundary of Fairview Cemetery is located on the rieht-of-way of Arkansas State Highway 59. The northwest 
corner of the cemetery i s  located at the coiner of Fayetteville Road and McKibben Avenue with the north 
boundary on the right-of-way of McKibben Avenue. The northeast corner of the cemetery is located at an 
alleyway that divides the cemetery from st residential neighborhood on the east. The southeast comer of the 
cemetery is located at the south end of the alleyway at Poplar Street, with the south boundary on the right-of- 
way of Poplar Street. Fairview Cemetery is situated on a zero lot line with a sidewalk on the south boundary. 
Located between the north boundary and McKibben Avenue is a 28-foot wide grassy area. Located between 
the east boundary and alle~lwap is a 19-foot 7-inch grassy area. 

- 
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Of the '1,783 marked burials, 1 :411 are historic, or 79%. The breakdowm by decade is as follows: 

P marked 
5 masked 
15 marked 
17 marked, 74 unmarked 
47 marked, 3 I0 unmarked 
50 rnarked, 336 unmarlced 
79 marked, 53 unmarked 
148 rnarked 
195 marked 
167 marked 
190 marked 
1 80 marked 
15 1 marked 
1 22 marked 
44 marked 

Non-Historic Bz~rials: 

1955-1960 50 marked 
196 1 - 1970 98 marked 
1971 -1980 59marked 
1 98 1 - 1 990 65 marked 
1991 - 2000 77 marked 
200 1 - 2004 23 marked 

According to the Sexton's Record for Fainrie~v Cemetery there are 763 unmarked, but recorded, graves. This 
rnalces the percentage of historical burials 85%. The Sexton" Record states that records from December 22, 
1 87 1, to December 26, 1 875, were omitted. Therefore, an unknown total of unmarked graves exist, possibly 
making the percentage of historic burials higher.' 

t Sexton's Record. Faiwiew Cemetery 
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Landscape Design 

Fairview Cemetery is situated on a gently sloping hillside with the highest point of the cemetery being the 
northwest corner overlooking the Van Buren Historic District and the Arkansas River. The cemetery is filled 
uti th numerous older trees indigenous to the area including pecan, oak, cherry, elm, maple and the most 
prevalent of d1 being the tall gnarled cedar trees. Fairview Cemetery is surrounded by a wrougl~t iron fence 
and is designated by a large wrought iron gate on the south side with signage at the top stating "Fairview 
Cemetery." 

Fairview Cemetery is divided into six sections ki th  one paved main road knocvn as Main Street that runs east 
and west through the cemetery originating on AR HUT 59 or the west side of the cemetery. From the south 
side on Poplar Street there are two paved roads going north and crossing Main Street. One of these 

I " nodhbound streets, Second Street, is exactly 269.5 feet east of the southwest corner and is marked by the 
' aforementioned wrought iron gate. Second Street, once i t  intersects Main Street to the north, is unpaved and 

continues northward to the nartllurest comer of Section Three where it turns eastward, and then turns 
southward on the east side of Section Thee  and becomes Third Street. Third Street remains unpaved until it 
intersects Main Street, and continues soufl~ward to Poplar Skeet at an entrance that is 230.8 feet east of the 
Second Street entrance. 

Grave Markers and Monuments 

Located within the Fairview Cemetery are many exceptional grave markers and monuments that are excellent 
representations of funerary art. There is an extensive diversity of historic markers ranging in size from small 
to large that are inaugurated into t l ~ e  landscape of Fairview. Marble, granite, limestone, and native stone 
were utilized to create the grave markers and monuments. Most of the markers arc upri&t and are aligned 
on an east-west axis. Fairview i s  comprised of several Emily plots scattered throughout the cemetery. 
Native stone, brick, and elaborate white marble copings bound many of the family plots. A majority of the 
older more historic, marble monuments display examples of funerary imagery, including: flying angels, 
arches, flying birds, books, broken columns, cherubs, crosses, the eye of God, flowers, garlands, clasped 
hands, fingers pointing upward, hands shaking, hourglass with wings of time, ivy, keys, lambs, laurel 
wreaths, hf asonic compass and set square, open book or Bible, pyramids, roses, inverted torches, tree stump 
with ivy, triangles, urns with wreaths or draped with cloth, and various others. 

The Fairview Cemetsv i s  comprised of many outstanding Victorian Era rnonumems made primarily of white 
marble that are superb representations of that period. Several of the markers are decorated with the symbols 
and sculptures that are indicative of the time period E 83 7 -  1 90 I .  The cemetery contains numerous children's 
markers that depicted the stylistic transition of the pre-Victorian Era into the Victorian Era when 
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children's markers became very s p b o l i c  wirh distincti~~e style and form as opposed to being smaI1er 
versions of adult markers. Several of the markers for children are representative of the more elaborate three- 
dimensional sculptures that conveyed the sanctity of childhood, and its separateness from the aduZt material 
world of insincerity. Fairview Cemetery contains several markers that represent the essence of the Victorian 
time period when children were the embodiment of innocence. These Victorian grave markers symbolize the 
atmosphere of the role of the child in that time period and how the death of a child solidified the prominent 
role of children in the Victorian ~ra . '  

Another very prevalent style of funerary architecture located within Eairview Cemetery is the obelisk shaped 
monument, a form of Egyptian Revi~al  cemetery art. The Egyptian Revival style was most popular from the 
1840s to the 1850s. Obelisks were thought to be tasteful with pure uplifting lines, and were associated with 
ancient greatness, patriotism, and were functional for use in small areas. Obelisks were less costly than 

j 
,- larger more elaborate markers from this time period and combined with their functionalism, they became 

very popular. Tbe majority of the obelisks at Fairview are very tall in scale and are decorated with several 
sqmbols and sculptures. 

The John Drennen Family Plot 

The Drennen Family plot is comprised of five very massive commemorative monuments of the Egyptian 
Revival funerary art style. Each of these commemorative monuments is made of white marble with limestone 
bases. The most prominent within the pIot is John Drennen's,  he co-foundzr of Van Buren and donor of the 
land that Fairview Cemetery is situated upon. His commemorative monument is 15 feet high and is 
distinguished by an wn situated at the tog symbolizing irnrnorfaIity. The urn is draped with cloth 
symbolizing rno~rming. Each corner of this monument, near the base, which measures 4.5 feet, are inverted 
torches symbolizing death and life extinct. 

The other commemorative monuments in the Dxennen plot belong to Catherine Drennen, whose monument is 
topped with an urn, and also Emily Drennen, Johnanna Denckla, and Emmeline Whire. Smaller arch-topped 
white marble monuments demark the actual burial sites of these individz~als. A wrought iron fence surrounds 
the plot and is original to the landscaping of the plot. 

Meyer, Rtchard E. Cemeteries And Grave~narkers: Voices Of American Culture. Logan, Utah: Utah State Press. 1992. p. 12-25. 
4 
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The Honorable Judge Jesse Turner Family Plot 

Short granite columns that  have a pyramidal shaped top, a1 1 connected by 4-inch round bronze rails, surround 
the Turner family plot. A very large south-facing granite commemorative monument at the north end of the 
plot dominates Turner's plot. This monument is 7 feet in height and over 7 feet wide at the base. 

Other noteworthy monuments within the Turner fmiIy plot are Judge Turner's and those of his two wives. 
Judge Turner's first wife Violet's grave marker is a white marble obelisk that is 7.5 feet high and is topped 
with a broken column, symbolizing the Ioss of the head of a family. Simpler scrolled tablet white marble 
monuments denote the burial site of Judge Turner and that of his second wife Rebecca. 

Wlzile the above markers are wonderful examples of funerary art, t l~e most interesting grave marlcer in the 
Turner family plot is a very small upright slanted white marble monument. In relief form letters it reads "Our 
Faithfill Little Kurse Emily". The Sexton" record states the follou-ing about this burial: "Emily- slave of 
Jesse Turner, mulatto, aged 15 years died and inlsrred August 3 1, 1862." According to the Sexton's record, 
Turner owned other slaves that have a recorded burial in Faitview Cemetery, but Emily is the only one to be 
buried in the family plot. 

The Wallace - Ward Fnrniljl PIoI 

Limestone blocks and a decorative wrought iron fence s u m u n d  the Ib7allace-Ward family plot. A small 
wrought iron gate denotes the entrance to the plot. Within the plot is an excellent representation of Victorian 
Era architectural funerary art. This statue of a kneeling cllerub staring toward the heavens with clasped hancls 
measures 28 inches high and is situated in an alcove within ths  obelisk style monument. This monument is 9 
feet, X inches tall with columns on eirher side of the front of the alcove that is 24 inches wide and 23 inches 
deep. 

Within the plot are three very talI commem~rative markers. The first is the obeIisk style monument with the 
cherub simated in an alcove and demarks the burial site of three children belonging to Martha and Fred 
'Ct'allace. The children were Ann Eliza Wallace, Mary Frances Wallace, and Louisa Young Urallace. A 
symbolic eye of God is situated directly above the alcove on this monument, which symbolizes God the all- 
seeing. The triangle that surrounds the eye symbolizes the house of God. Each of the children's gravesites is 
marked by individual arch topped white marble monuments that descend in height in order of their age. A 
broken rose is situated at the top of each one and symbolizes a Eife cut short. h o t h e r  c~mmemorative 
monument within the plot is a 10-foot 5-inch high white marble obelisk belonging to Martha and Fred - 
Wallace. At the top of this obelisk is an urn, representative of immortality, and the urn is draped with 
flowers symbolizing grief, sorrow, and the fragility of life. The third commemorative monument belongs ta 
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Eleanor and Augustus Ward and Alfred \&'allace. This obelisk is 14 feet in height and is decorated in fhe 
center of the west facing side with a garland wreath that symbolizes victory in death. 

Little Benny 

Within Fairview Cemetery is a three-dimensional sculpture of a chiId sleeping in bed. According t-o Richard 
M e y r  in his book Cemeteries And Gravemarkers: Voices Of American Culture, visions of children sleeping 
in their beds meant they were good children and representative of their innocence in life. The bed is 
representative of the Victorian home, and in particular the bedroom of the child. The child in the sculpture 
has little clothing on, symbolizing purity in the Victorian Era. 

The J'Cft*sfery Grave 
/ 

Fairview Cemetery conzains a grave that has played an important role in town lore for man!? decades. 
According to town lose, the grave is beIieved to be the final resting place For one of Hernando DeSoto's men. 
DeSoto was a Spanish explorer that traveled through Arkansas in his explorations. There is no proof to 
substantiate the claim that ths  grave contains one of DeSoto's men. For many years the Mystery G r a x  has 
been a part of the Van Buren School System curriculum, and many students are taken on field trips to 
Fairview Cemetery just to ~ i s i  t his  gravesite. According to Willie Shaw, a former caretaker of the cemetery, 
community members dug the grave up in the 1930s believing it was the site of buried treasure, as  opposed to 
that of an actual burial site. The excavators discovered nothing more than "bones and tacks" and presumably 
everything was reburied. 

African-American Shve Burifits 

Fairview Cemetery contains several unmarked graves of African-American slaves. According to the records 
kept by William Stovall, Sextant for Fairview Cemetery from 1848 to 1878, there irere 89 recorded slave 
burials during the time period of 1848 to 1865. Prior to 1864, Stovall referenced these deaths with the 
simple designation of "black female/black male slave", mostly without the name of the person, but most 
always with the name of the slave owner. Stovall did document the names of some of the slaves in the 
Sexton's record. 

INTEGRITY 

- Fairview Cemetery is the final resting place for the earliest settlers of the Town of Van Buren and Crawford 
County, and is significant to the history of Van Btlren and Crawford County. Persons interred at Fairview 
Cemetery include the founders of Van Buren, politicians, judges, prominent businessmen. prominent 
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physicians, r2frican-.4merican slaves, teachers, entrepreneurs, farmers, Confederate and Union Soldiers, and 
other early members of the community, and as such, rcains integnty of associatjon, feeling and setting. 
A.lthough Fainliew Cemetery has experienced several acls of vandalism over the years and there has been 
some further deterioration of the markers and monuments due to erosion caused by weather and tine, the 
cemetery is well maintained and there is an active effort undenvay to preserve the cemetery. Faisview 
Cemetery continues to exhibit excellent examples of early workmanship in funerary architecture and 
landscape design, and continues to retain integrity of materials, design and workmanship. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Fairview Cemetery contains 1,783 marked graves. Of these marked graves 75% date prior to 1954 and 
contribute to this nomination. There are 763 unmarked, but recorded, graves in Fairview Cemetery from the 
period of 1840 to 1 XRO, malcing the percentage of historical burials increase to 85%, adding to the 
contribution of this nomination. Not included in these burial figures are the buiials of 4 19 Confederate 
Soldiers and 8 'L'rrion Soldiers in the Confederate Section of the cemetery. This section of the cemetery has 
previously been listed on the National Register OF Historic Places ( 2  2/6/1996), adding to the significance of 
this nomination. Many of the individuaIs interred in Fairview Cemetery were the e=l!7 settlers, town 
founders, prominent businessmen, physicians, politicians, and other members of the community that played 
an active role in the settlement, expansion and growth of Van Buren. Within the cemetery are 89 recorded 
slave burials. Fairview Cemetery has experienced several acts of vandalism over the years and thsre is some 
further deterioration of the markers and nlonuments due to erosion caused by weather and time. The 
cemetery, however, is well maintained and there is an active effort underway to preserve the cemetery. 
Fairview Cemetery exhibits excelIent examples of early workmanship in funerary architecture and landscape 
design. Zkrithin the number of recorded burials only 25q6 of h e  grave markers and monuments within the 
boundary of the cemetery are non-contributing, and if the number of recorded unrnarlced I-~istoric burials are 
figured in, the percentage of non-contributing grave markers is lessened to 1 5%. 
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Fairview Cemetery is being nominated to the National Register of Historic PEaces under CRITENOS -4 for 
its association with the lives of persons significant in settIement of Van Buren. .4rkansas, and in the histoy 
of Crawford County. It is the oldest public city cemetery in Van Buren and Crawford County, Arkansas. 
Fairview Cemetery has recorded the history of the area through the many significant burials of the early 
prominent settlers, judges, poriticians, recorded but unmarked African-American slave and the 
Confederate Section (NR 12/6/1996]. The cemetey is eligible for incIusion under CJUTERION C for its 
superb display of funerary architecture. As the oldest public city- and county cemetery in Van Buren, 
Crawford County, it illustrates funerary architecture through monuments which illustrate mw-orks that are 
representative of the stylistic typz and period from 1 S I6 to 1953. Fairview Cerneter~: is also significant under 

n' CRITERIA CONS1DER;LTTOY D for cemeteries. 

Jn addition to the landscape and design of the cemetery and its markers, there exists within the boundaries of 
the cemetery hvo modern, non-contributing storage sheds. Located just outside the main gates of Fairview 
Cemetery is a carriage mounting block made of scrolled wrought iron and wooden planks. Contributing to 
the nomination, this mounting block is located on Poplar Street and faces south to the river. The Fairview 
Cemetergr, Confederate Section IS\TR 12/6/96) is a contributing resource within the boundaries of the cemetery 
being nominated. 

ELABORATION 

Town and County Histoq 

Arkansas was still a District of the Territory of hfissouri when in 1 8 1 8, David Boyd arrived at the future 
town site of Van Buren. His arrival w a s  the first recorded event in the history of Van Buren. Although Boyd 
was the f j rst to arrive, he was not the first white settles. 'lhornas Martin was the first settler and claimed his 
rights to the land, which later became a boat landing and a small settIement. Zn 1 5 1 9 tbkansas was 
established as a Territory. Daniel and Thomas Phillips settled in the area of Martin's claim and established a 
wood yard for supplying fuel to the flat-bottomed steamboats that traveled the Arkansas River. The small 
community became knowm as Phillips ~ . r n d i n ~ . ~  

This region is situated in Crawford County, Arkansas, and it was the largest county in Arkansas upon its 
establishment in 1820. Prior to this, Crawford County was part of eight counties and also part of the Indian 

Eno, Clara B. Historv of Crawford County. Arkansas. Van Buren, Arkansas: Press Argus, 1550, p. 27-29 
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Territory. The county was named for William Harris Crawford (1 772- 1 834 ), who was secretary of the 
treasury under President Monroe. With the establishment of Crawford County, a post office was founded at 
Phillips Landing and named for Martin, Van Buren, Secretary of State, appointed by President Jackson. As 
the community began to grow, the business and commerce of the region began to expand. John Henry & 
Company, along with John Drennen and David Thompson established general stores and ferry operations. 
With the expansion of the community, a new settlement, Columbus, was formed. By 1835, Drennen and 
Thompson became prominent members of that community. Drennen represented Crawfor$ County at the 
Constitutional Convention and helped to w i  te the first Constitution of .4rkansas. In 1816, after Arkansas 
was admitted as a state, Drennen md Thompson realized that Van Buren, which was owned by Phillips, was 
a betAer site for a town than Columbus due to the higher elevation. Drennen and Thornpsoil purchased the 
town site of Van Buren from Phillips for $1 1,000.00. The following yea, the land was surveyed and plotted 
out according to the direction of the river, thus spurring on the development of Van Buren and helping to 
establish Van Buren as the center o f  commerce for the distribution o f  goods for northwest ~ r k a n s a s . ~  

The Stat-s Legislature first incorporated Van Buren as a town on December 24, 1842. Van Buren was 
reincorporated on January 4, 1845. Van Buren became the county seat and Dremen donated land for use as a 
public square in the center of town and for the Iocation of the Crawford County Courtl~ouse. During the 
Battle of Van Buren on December 28, 1862, Federal Troops destroyed all cowhouse records dating from 
1855 to 1860. Then on March 23, 1877: during the period of reconstn~ction, the courthouse burned. 
destroying most of the records with only n few surviving the fire. 

On April 13, 1 85 1, Congress passed an act that provided for two terms of Federal court of the Wrestem 
District of Arkansas to be held yearly in Van Buren. The first term of Federal Court that was recorded was 
held in the Cramford County Courthouse in May of 1854 with the Honorable Judge Daniel Ringo presiding. 
Ringo resigned and the Federal Court ceased ro function during the War Between the States. In 1562, after 
the raid on Van Buren, the Federal Court of the Txreszern Disrrict of Arkansas was moved to Fort Smirh. 
~rkansas ." 

Van Buren began to develop and expand more as a town wit11 the establishment of the first newspaper, The 
Intelligencer, in 1 842, and with the first railway, The Little Rock and Fon Smittr Railway, in 1 85 3. Drennen 
became the first president of the rail company, and the first train arrived in Van Buren from Little Rock on 
June 24, 1876. With the first railway in business, the Sr. Louis and San Francisco Railway was completed 
from St. Louis, Missouri, to Van Buren in 1882.' 

- Ibid., p. 52-66. 
Ibid., p 27-56. 

'' lbid. 
Ibid. 
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Cemetey History 

With the expansion of Van Buren, Drennen saw the need to establish a public cemetery. He donated 1 0 acres 
of land and Fairview Cemetery was founded. Since its establishment, the cemeterq. has met the needs of the 
community by serving as the first public cemetery located in Van Buren and Csawford County. The original 
legal cemetery description is as fallo~vs: Part of Section 24, Tounship 9 north, Range 32 west, Crauford 
County, Arkansas, being more particularly described as follo~vs: 

Beginning at a point where the east line of Fayettevjlle Road (AR highway 59) and the north Iine of Poplar 
Street intersect; Thence north along the east Iine of Fayetteville Road to a point where the east line of 
Fayetteville Road intersects with the south line of McKibben Avenue; Thence leaving the east line of 
Fay-eierteville Road and along the south line of McKibben Avenue approximately 880 feet to a point being 20 
feet east of the northwest corner of Lot 1 Block S Grandview Addition (which appears to be the west Iine of 
an alleyway); Thence leaving said south line of McKibben Avenue, south to a point on the north line of 
Poplar Street, west to the point of beginning.' 

SELEmED BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF THOSE: BURlED M FAIRVIEW CEMETERY 

Prominent Early Sefilers: 

John Drennen, co-founder of Van Buren, was born in Elizabeth, Pennsylvania, in February of 1 80 1. He 
went into business with David Thompson sometime around 1826, and moved to Arkansas in 1 830. In 1835, 
he was elected to represent Crawford County in the first ,4rkansas Constitutio~lal Convention in 1 836. He 
was a member of the first -4rkansas House of Representatives from 1536 to 1838. Drennen served as 
Postmaster and Captain of the Arkansas Frontier Guards. He was appointed by President Taylor, in June of 
1549, as an agent for the Choctaw Indians, and later Superintendent of Indian Affairs for the southwestern 
region. He succumbed to Yel l~w Fever zvl~ile in Indianapolis, Indiana. 

George H e n n  Knox was one of the earliest settlers in Arkansas. Before Arkansas became a state in 1836, 
he was appointed District Marshal so look after Indian affairs. He came to live at the site of what is now Van 
Buren when it was still a wilderness. Knox was k n o w  as a prominent man in business, religious and social 
life. He died on August 12, 1 854. 

8 Legal Description. Fairview Cemetery. Craurfard Count), Abstract Company, Van Buren, Arkansas. 
10 
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Alexander McCIean was, at the time of his death in 1 859, the Clerk wit11 the District Court of the United 
States f i ~ r  the IJJes~srn District of Arkansas. He was a native of Albany, New York, m3 was one of the early 
pioneers of Arkansas. McClean was the first mayor of Van Buren, and clerlc of the Circuit Court of 
Crawford County from 1833-1 836. 

Ju4qes and Politicians: 

The Honorable Judge Jesse Turner was born in Orange County, New Jersey, in 1805. He relocated to the 
Arkansas Terri top+ in 1 83 1, set-tIing at Van Buren. ID 1838, he was elected a member from the counties of 
Crawford and Franklin to the House of Representatives For Arkansas Legislature; in 1 84 1, he was appointed 
by the Secretary of War to attend the examinations of cadets at Mrest Point Academy; in 1 85 1, be was 
appointed U.S. Attorney for that district; and in 1866-1 867, and 1874-1875, he was a member of the State 
Senate in Arkansas. Judge Turner was very involved with the Little Rock-Fort Smith Railway and the 
Kansas and Arkansas Valley Railway. 

The Honorable Judge Jonathan B. Ogden was born in Cumberland County, New Jersey. on July 3, 1 8 12. 
FIc moved to Van Buren in 1843 m d  began to practice law. In 1856, he was appointed United States 
commissioner of the District Court, Western District of Arkansas, which included all of the Indian Territory 
west of the Roclq blountains, and held that office until the Civil War. After the Civil War, he was offered 
the position of Clerk of the United States Court at Van Buren, but declined. In 1 866, he was appointed 
Assistant United States District Attorney for the J%'sstern District and held that position for 6 years. 

The Honorable J u d ~ e  Joseph James Green urn born in North Carolina in 181 3. He moved to Van Buren 
in the early 1 340s. In 1 837, he  was appointed aide de camp to Brigadier General Duval with the rank of 
Major of Cavalry in the militia. Ln 1855, he senfed in the state senate and in 1857, was a member of the state 
legislature. He helped to organize the Van Buren Female Academy and sewed as president of the board of 
trustees until the Civil 'Ib'ar. Green served as Judge of the Fourth Circuit in 1863, and acted as a Civil Officer 
of the Confederate States of America. He died in February of 1 863. 

Former 3lnvors of Van Buren buried at Fairview Cemetery include Alexander Mc Clean, 1845; A.J. Ward, 
1849 & 1855; John Austin, 1 854 & 1861 ; Thomas ii'alden, 1 860; David Dickson, F 866- 1868; L.C. White, 
1872; J.hf. Wood, 1872-1 873; F.M. Neal, 1876-1 877,1887-1 888; Jesse Turner Jr., 1880-1 885; James D. 
Hawkins 1886-87, 1894-95; H.C. H a p a n ,  1890-1901; Sirnrod Turman, 1891-1993; Judge Ben Decherd, 
1894-95; Alvis Smith, 1896-1 897; I.C. McKinney, 1929-1931, 1945-1447; and %'arren G. Furry, 193 1-1935. 
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Former Postmasters buried at Fairview include Jonathan A. Eno, 1852-1 8 5 5 ;  U7.T. England. 1893-1897; 
Marion Orrick, Ocr. 190 1 - Mar. 1903; Carl~erine Onick, Mar. 1903 - July 1903 ; and J~nathan Neal, 1906. 

Dr. Addison McArthur Bourland was born in Franklin County, Alabama, in 1825. In 1844, he began 
studying medicine in Ran?; County, Missouri, under Dr. B. B. Clernents. Then, in 1846, be enlisted in 
Company D, Arkansas Mounted Volunteer Cavalry and fought in the Mexican-American War. He resided in 
Franklin County, Arkansas, until 1864, and moved to Van Buren where he became one of Van Buren's 
prominent physicians. He was a member of the Van Buren Medical Society and American Association for 
the Advancement of Science. 

( Dr. James A- bibre11 crras born in Nashville, Tennessee, in 18 1 7 ,  and was of French-Huguenot descent. Re 
moved to Van Burcn very earty in his life and Eived here his entire life except when the War Between the 
States was being waged. He died in February of 1 897. 

Dr. Renri Charles Perno t was born in France on August 1, 1 820, and was educated in Paris, France. He 
came ro America in 1 847, and in 1 85 1, married Emilie Amlie Sargeant, who was a descendant of Josiah 
Bartlett, one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence. Pernot moved to Van Busen in 185 1, and 
practiced medicine in Crawford County and in the Indian Territory. He was a president of the Crawford 
County Medical Association; a member of the City Council; appointed Chief Surgeon of a confederate 
hospital in Van Buren, and sewed until the Union troops occupied Van Buren. He then served as physician 
to soldiers of the Civil War on both sides. He moved briefly to Fort Th'ashita in the Indian Territory where he 
was appointed to be surgeon of that past. After the war ended, he returned ta Van Buren to practice 
medicine. He died on January 8, 1881. 

Prominent Businessmen : 

Phillip Pennwi t t  was a steamboat operator between Cincinnati and Few Orleans. He built the first 
steamboat ever constructed in Cincinnati and named it for that city. He arrived in Little Rock, Arkansas, in 
January of 1828, as commander of the steamer Fnciliry, one of the first steamboats to ever sail the Arkansas 
River. P e n n ~ i t t  was one of the most popular steam boat men of kis day and his name is intertwined with 
navigation on the Ohio, Mississippi, and Arkansas Rivers. He retired from the steamboat business and 
engaged in a mercantile and manufactusing business until the onset of Civil War and then retired. H e  died in 

' 7868. 

Leonard Wilhaf opened the first bakery in Crawford County in 1840. 
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James A. Scott came to the Arkansas Terrirory in 1830 or 183 1 ,  but was unable to find l-ork at that time, 
and moved to Fort Gibson, Oklahoma. We returned to Crawford County in 1835, ro what was known as 
Columbus, a rival: of Van Buren for the role of county seat, eszablished by J o h  Drennen and David 
Thompson. In 1 837, he married Francis McAlister Thompson, the daughter of David Thompson. co-founder 
of Van Buren, and established a mercantile business in Van Busen. 

Alfred IValFace was born in Georgia on December 22, 1809. In 1844, he moved to Van Busen and engaged 
in a mercantilr: business, and was joined by his brother-in-law A. J. S+'ard. Wallace died in 1956, and left 
$1 0,000.00 in a trust fund to the Craw-ford Institute, a school for boys, which Iater became the LL'allace 
Institute. The school did not reopen after the Civil War. 

Henm F. Meyer was born in Lawrence, Kansas, in 1857. and moved to Van Buren with his mother. Me 
attended sclaool in  Van Buren and entered the mercantile establishment of 9.W-. Statler and laler became the 
firm of Meyer and Hodges. In May of 1592, he was elected assistant cashier of Citizen's Bank in Van Buren. 
U'hen Citizen" Bank & Trust consolidated in 19 14, he was elected vice president, and served the bank for 
27 years, resigning in 19 f 9. 

Other Sip ifican f Persons: 

Nicholas F. Cornelius was born in Hanover, Germany, in 1838. He lived on the home farm until he was ELF, 
and then worked in a dry goods store in Bremen, Germany, until 1857, when he moved to St. Louis, 
Missouri, and then to New Orleans, Louisiana. He reh~med to Hanover for a visit in 1858, and then upon his 
return to the United States, he operated a clolhng store in Buffalo, New York. Tn 186 1, he established 
himself in business in Van Buren. During the Civil War, he moved briefly to Rochester, Indiana. He was 
held in high esteem in the city of Van Buren, and was ranked among the city's most prosperous businessmen. 

Captain William Bowlin was born in Knox County, Tennessee, in 1832. He traveled to Van Buren with his 
mother by steamboat, arriving in March of 1843. At the age of 18, he became an apprentice ia a printing 
office, and worked on the Arkansas Intelligence newspaper. From 1860 to 1864, Bowlin served as City 
Marshall. In P 859 he established a family liquor and grocery store and remaf ned in business until 1 863, 
when he joined the Lnian Army. He served in General Pleasanton's Division of the Department of Missouri, 
General Sanborn's brigade, and Colonel John E. Phelps regiment, which drove the Confederate General Price 
from Missouri in the fall of 1 864. After the war: he was appointed by the governor to the board of 
registration. Bowlin owned and operated a successh~! farm. He became one of Crawford County's leading 

f 
-> businessmen. He was also a director of the Citizen's Bank in Van Buren. 
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William Henw Harrison Shiblev was born in Ralls County, Missouri, in 1840. He moved to Crawford 
County N-i 111 his parents in I. 860. In 1 862 he enlisted in the Confederate Amy as a private in Company G, 
22n%egirnent, Arkansas Infantry. He fought in the hanles of Prairie Grove, Saline River, and Helena. 
Shibley became the acting adjutant of the regiment while cornrnandb~g his company. Shibley was the chief 
clerk of Mr. Dm C. Williams for 10 years prior to 1865, and the firm then became Shibley, !brood, and 
Company. Shibley solcl his interest to W"ood Brothers and Southmayd. In February of 1888, he became 
president of rhe Van Buren Canning Company, which he heIped to esrablished and l a m  became its general 
manager. In July of 1888, the company of ShibIey, Bourland, and Company succeeded T. D. Bourland and 
Company in the wholesale grocery and commission business. Shjbley was one of the first leading 
businessmen in Van Buren; a stockholder in the Vaiz Buren Ice and Coal Company; director and stockholder 
in  the Crawford County Bank; treasurer of the Van Buren Building and Loan ,4ssociatfon and the Van Bvrsn 
Land and Improvement Company. 

/ 
' Thomas M. McGee born in Van Buren in 1846, in the Collins Horel. His father was one of the first 

white settlers in Crawford County, Arkansas. McGee was educated in Van Buren and at the Kentuclcy 
Military Institute near Frankfort, Kentucky. After his education he farmed until 1874. In 188 3 ,  he engaged a 
mercantile business in  Van Buren and became one of the more successf~il businessmen in the city. lo 1 87 1, 
McGee served as Deputy United States i\/Iarshal and later served two years as the Sheriff of Crawford County 
under Colonel T%'il limn L. Taylor. McGee served on the Van Buren School Board for several years and the 
Van Buren City Council. He was a stockholder in the Crawford County Bank. In 156 1, he  enlisted in the 
Confederate Army, first in the Van Buren Guards, and later with General Teny" regiment in Texas. He 
served for the duration of the Civil IJ7ar and was present at the surrender at San Antonio, Texas. 

Robert S. Hvnes was born in Canada in 1845- He was educated at Lower Canada College and in 1864, 
came to the Lnited States. He moved to Bentonville, Arkansas, around 1871, and started the Advance, a 
successful newspaper, which he sold in 1 877. In 1 879, he came to Van Buren and in 1881, he purchased the 
Crawford County Bank. In 1 886, the Honorable Judge Jesse Turner and D, W. Moore joined him in making 
the bank a stock company with a capital of $50,000.00, and he was elected cashrer. He was one of the 
original incorporators of the Van Buren Canning Company and the Van Buren Ice & Coal Company where 
he held the position of a stockholder and treasurer. H y e s  was closely identified with many of the chief 
movements in Van Buren. He was one of the active principals in secwing the San Francisco Railroad to the 
town of Van Buren. 

M. W. Drewrev was a brick manufacturer and contractor, born in Princess Anne County, Virginia, in 1 828. 
i 

He was educated in Virginia and lived in Norfolk, Virginia, until he was 1 6. He then worked as an 
apprentice in the brick mason's trade for five years, and in 1857, was employed in the Government Navy 
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Yard at Xorfsl k for 1 4 months. In 1 8G I , he enlisted in the Confederate Army, Company A, 1 6'h Regiment, 
Atlantic Guards, and served as a First Lieutenant for 18 months. After the war, he worked as a briclc mason 
in Memphis, Tennessee, and in 1 869, moved to Van Buren, Arkansas. He manufactured brick in 'L'm Buren, 
and in the first year produced over 600,000 and atreraged around 300,000 every year after that. During his 
years as a brick-maker he erected some of the finest buildings in Van Buren. He erected the courthouse, 
which still stands today; n public school; the Methodist Episcopal Chwch South; and the business blocks of 
UTood and Southmayd, Creekmore and Lynch, etc. He also erected the college at North Fork and a public 
school in Paris, Arkansas. 

Frank McKibben was born in Seneca County, Ohio, in 1843. He was orphaned when he was 12 and was 
reared by Henry Isabel in Richland County, Ohio. where he learned the carriage trimmer trade when hc was 
14. In November of 186 1, he enlisted in Company A, 1 " Ohio Cavalry, and participated in 52 engagements. 

i He served under Genera1 Gar field in Kentucky, General Burnside in Tennessee, and Genera1 Sherman in 
Georgia. After the war, he worked for his brother David in his mercantile business in Fort Smith, Arkansas, 
until 1870, when he became a plantation superintendent. In 183 1, he established a store in Van Buren and in 
2 880, his brother-in-law Henry Pape joined him as partner in the business. They sold general merchandise, 
hardware, clothing, furniture, etc. It was known as the largest inventory of general goods in western 
Arkansas. 34cKibben was an influential citizen of \'an Buren and was a member of the school b a r d ;  city 
council vice presf dent of the Van Buren Canning Company; and stockholder and director of the Crawford 
County Bank. 

Charles J. Murta was born in Ireland in 1855, and immigrated .to the United States in 1865. He received his 
education in St. Louis, Missouri. At the age of 1 X he became an engineer on the Iron Mountain Railroad, and 
then sewed as the telegraph agent for the city of Alma, Arkansas, from 1 875 to 1 885. In 1 8 87, Murta started 
a mercantile business in Van Buree. In July of 1888, he ptirchased the hardware stock of Reynolds Brothers. 
He was a well-respected businessman, who also engaged as bookkeeper in the Exchange National Bank of 
Little Rack. He was a stockholde~ in the Van Buren Ice and Coal Company and the Van Buren Canning 
Company. 

Clara B. Eno was a noted historian of Crawford County. She was barn in Van Buren on February 14, 1854. 
In her younger years she taught school, and later devoted her life to work in religious, literary, and historical 
affairs. Her contemporaries knew her as one of the more outstanding historians in Arkansas. 

INTEGRITY 
- .  

Fairview Cemetery retains in~ttegril): of location, setting, materials, design and workmanship. The cemetery's 
setting atop a hill overlooking the Van Buren Historic District (NR 04i30!'76) and the Arkansas River 
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remains cornparabIe to when the frrst burial took place in 18 16 and when the cemetery was official1 y 
established in 1846. Cedar and oak trees dot the cemetery: and alleyways and narrow drives incise the 
Iandscape, inviting guests to walk the cemetcry and enjoy the serenity it has to offer. Victorian-era and 
Egyptian Revival-influenced markers are prevalent throughout Fairview Cemetery, the granite and inarbIe 
stones formed into columns, urns, obelisks, inassive monuments and understated tablets. These various 
markers edubit funerary art, such as clasped hands, roses, inverted torches, crosses and Masonic emblems. 

In addition to the Iandscape and design of the cemetery and its markers, there exists within the boundaries of 
the cemeteT two modern, non-contributing storage sheds. Located just outside the main gates of Fairview 
Cemetery is a carriage mounting block made of scrolled wrought iron and wooden planks. Contributing to 
the nomination, this mounting block is located on Poplar Street and faces south to the river. The Fairview 
Cemetery, Confederate Section (NR 12/6/96] is a contributing resource within the boundaries of the cemetery 
being nominated. 

Fairview Cemetery i s  being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places uilder CRITERION A for 
its association with the lives of persons significant in settlement- of Van Buren, Arkansas and in the history of 
Crawford Cour~ty. It is the oldest public city cemetery in Van Buren and Cramford County, Plrlcansas. 
Fairview Cemetery has recorded the history of the area through the many significant burials of the early 
prominent settlers, judges, politicians, recorded but unmarked African-American slave graves, and the 
Confederate Section (NR 12/6/1996). The cemetery is eligible for inclusion under CRITERION C for its 
superb display of funerary architecture. As the oldest public city and county cemetery in Van Buren, 
Crawford County, it illustrates funerary architecture througl~ monuments whch illustrate artworks that are 
representative of the stylistic type and period from 18 16 to 1955. Fairview Cemetery is also significant under 
CRITERIA CONSIDERATION D for cemeteries. 
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VERBAL BOIl3XARY DESCRIPTION 

Part of Section 24, Tonnship 9 North, Range 32 West, Crawford County, Arkansas, being more particularly 
described as follows: 

Beginning at a point where the east line of Fayetteville Road and the north Iine of Poplar Street intersect; 
Thence north along the east line of Fayeneville Road to a point where the east line of Eayeneville Road 
intersects with the south line of McKibben Avenue; Thence leaving the east line of Fayetteville Road and 
along the south line of h#lcKibben Avenue approximately 880 feet to a point being 20 feet east of the 
northwest corner of Lot 1 Block 8 Grandview Addition (which appears to be the west Iine of an alleyway); 
Thence leaving said south line of McKibben Avenue, south to a point on the north tine of Poplar Street, wrest 

( to the point of beginning. 

VERBAL BOUNDARY KSTIFTCATION 
The selected boundary includes all the property historically associated with the Fairview Cemetery. 




























