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1. Name of Property 

historic name Bryant-Lasater House 

other nameslsite number Kirksey Maternity Hospital, Site KW0243 

-- 

2. Location 

street & number 770 North Main Street 17 not for publication 

city or town M u l b e v  vicinity 

state Arkanqas code AR county Crawford cdle 033 zipcode 72947 

3. Statefledera1 Agency Certification 

kp the daignated authonry under the Yationd Historic Pmcm-atioa Act, as amended, I bmbycatify tbt  tbis rwrn~narion 
q u d t  For ddcrmination OF cliglbilig rnccts tkdmumcntation srandardls for registering propatles in !he Natior.al Reg* oTHistoric 
Placs and m t a s  the pmdural and pmfess~onai requirements sct for in 56 CFR Pan #. In my opinim. the p r o m  m a t s  
does nor meet the National Rg~ster criteria 1 recommend that this property be considered significant 

wtion sheet foradditi 

Arkansas Historic Presewa~on Program 
Statc nr Fdcrai afcncy and burmu 

In my opinion. the property L] inem U dots not ma rhe Yational Rwster cnreia (0 See Comi~uation sheet for addiiional 
comments.) 

Signatux of Knj fpng officiaLT~t it Date 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby cemf~ that the w v  is: Signature o f  the K c p r  Date of Action 

mt& tn the katrbnai b a a .  
Seecontinuation $hem 

d & m n d  eligible lor h e  
Natjonal Rm~uer. .+ 

0 Sce continuarim shclt 
determined mt el~gible lor the 

Katlonal Register. 
rtmwed from nhc National 

Register. 

&a, [cqjlain:) I 



Bryant-Lasater House 
Name of Propmy 

Crawford County. Arkansas 
County and State 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 
{Chxk as many boxes as apply) (Chak only one boxj (Do not include pmiowiy I~srzd resourca rn count.) 

private 

( public-local 
building(s) 
district 

site 

CI structure 

object 

Conmluting Noncontributing 

1 buildings 

sites 

strclctllres 

objects 

1 Total 

Name of related multiple property listing Number of Contributing resources previously Listed 
(Enter "NiA" if pmperty is not part of a multiple property listing.) in the National Register 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions Current Functions 
(Enta categories fmm insmctions) (Enter categoria from instructions) 

DOMESTIC/single dwelhg VACANT/NOT M USE 

% Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

OTHElUFlain Traditional 

Materials 
(Entercategories fmm insbuctions) 

foundation CONCRETE 

walls WOOD 

roof ASPHALT 

orher 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and c u m t  condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 



Bmt-Lasater House 
>\lame of Pmpcny 

Cramford County, Arkansas 
County and Sme 

8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable Yational Register Criteria Levels of Significauce (heal, mte ,  national) 
(Mztk 'k" in one or more boxes for the critena qualifying the pmpeny L,W+kL 
for National Rcgista listin! ) 

I I 

L- .4 Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad pattwns of Areas of Simificance (Enter categories from imctions) - 
our history. HEALTH,'~.XEDIC~'E 

ARCHITECTURE 
B Property is a s s ~ i a ~ e d  with the Iives of petsons 

significant in our past 

C Property embodies the distinctiw characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance 
mdwidual distinction. c.1900,1945-1957 

5 D Propwty has yielded, or is Irkely to yield 
information important in prehlssory or h~story. 

Crlterh Considerations Significant Dates 
(Mark "x" in all the boxcs that apply.) C. 1900, 1945-1 957 
Property is: 
Q A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 
Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked) 

IIf B. m o v e d  from its original location. 
i 

ILI:. C. birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding 
importam. Cultural Affiliation (Complete ifcriterion D is madced) 

D a cemetery. 

[7 E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

17 F a commemomtive property 
ArchitecVBuilder 

[7 G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement af Significance 
(Explain the significance of the prwpertl, on one or morecontinuation shtas.) 

Bibliography 
(Cite the bwh, article, and othasourres used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primav location of additional data: 
preliminary determination of indvidual hting (36 State Historic Preservation Ofice 
CFR 67) has been requested Orher State Agency 

previously listed lo the National Register Fedml Agency 
Previously determined eligible by the National [71 Local Government 
Register [7 University 

designated a National Historic Landmark Otha n recorded by Historic h e t i c a n  Buildings Survey Kame of repositow: 
If 
recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record C 



Bryant-Lasarer Ho-yse Crawford County, Arkansas 
Xame of  Pmpefiy County and State 

10. Geoesauhical Data 

Acreage of Property Less than one. 

LTM References 
i 7c addi110mI LTM r d m e s  on a continuation shen.) 

3 
Zone Eascing Northing 

See continuation sheer 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(DesEribe the W a n e s  of the property on a continuation shcct.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the h u m h i c s  werr selected on a cominua~ion s h a )  

11. Form Prepared By 

mc/ritle Ralph S. Wilcox, National Register & Sutvey Coordinator 

organization Arkansas Historic Preservation Program date May 2 1,2007 

street & h e r  1500 Tower Building, 323 Center Street telephone (SO 1) 324-9787 

city or town Little Rmk state AR zip code 72201 

Additional Documentation - 

Subm~r h e  t>llowing :[ems x .~ t f~ : t ecomple td  form: 

Continuation Sheets 

- - 
f -PS 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location 

A Sketch map fur historic districts and properties having large -age or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the p s o p e ~ .  

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FW far any additional itcms.) 

Proaertv Owner 
(Complete this iten1 at the r e q ~ t  of SHPO or FPO.) 

name Citv of Mulbem 

street & number 207 N. Main Street telephone 
city or town Mulberry state AR zip code 72947 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is king colleetd for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to numinatc properties for 
listing or determine el~gibllity for liaing, to list pmpcnis, and to amend cxisring Iisling. Rsponse to this request is -ired lo obtain a benefit in accordance 
wi!h theNational, Historic Prescrvatron Act, as amended (16 U.S C. 470 e: seg.) 

E d m a t d  Burden Statement: Public repofling burden for this fnnn is mimated lo avcragc 18.1 hwrs pn rrsp~nse including time fmmiewing insuuclioms. 
gathering and maintaining data, and completing and miming the Corm Dimt comcnts regarding &is burdm mtimate or my aspccr of this form to the Chief. 
Administrative Scrvicm Division, Nalioml Park Service. P. 0. &ox 3 7  127, Washington, 5C 2001 3-7117; and h e  Office of Manag~meot d Budga. P a p o r k  

Projmts (1024-00k8), Washington, DC 20303. 
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StmmARY 
The Bryant-hater House is located at 770 North Main Street in Mulberry, a small community in Crawford 
County in westem Arkansas. The wood-frame house is one and one-half stories tall and is built on a 
continuous foundation of molded concrete blocks. The walls are covered in wood siding, and a large 
pyramidal roof covered in asphalt shingles tops the house. Each elevation of the roof is also pierced with a 
hpped-roof dormer. A large hipped-roof porch spans the h n t  faqade of the building. 

ELABORATION 
The Bryant-Lasater House is located at 730 North Main Street in Mulberry, a small community in Crawford 
County in western Arkansas. The setting around the house is open given that the location is just south of 
Kirksey Park, the location of the Crawford County Fair. 

Tne wood-frame house is one and one-half stories tall and is built on a continuous foundation of molded 
concrete blocks. The walls are covered in wood siding, and are fenestrated with wood-hme, double-hung 
windows, mainly with an eight-over-one or six-over-one light pattern. 

r he house is topped by a large pyramidal roof covered in asphalt shingles. Each elevation of the roof is also 
pierced with a hipped-roof dormer that increases the space on the second floor md provides additiond light 
and ventilation, A large hipped-roof porch spans the front facade ofthe building. 

FrontlWest Faqade 
The front fapde of the Bryant-Lasater House is dominated by the full-width front porch. The porch is built 
on a concrete-block foundation and has a concrete floor. A set of two concrete steps leads up to the porch 
level. The porch is supported: by four square wood columns with projecting columns and bases. The porch is 
covered with a hipped roof that ties into the roof of the main house. 

The faqade is symmetrical around the central entrance. The front entrance has a wood-frame door with a 
single pane of glass, a metal screen door, and a transom window above. On either side of the entrance is a 
single wood-frame, double-hung, six-over-one window. The portion of the faqade with the entrance and 
flanking windows is slightIy recessed fsom the faqade's main plane. The main plane of the fapde, on either 
side of the entrance, is fenestrated by a single wood-fiame, double-hung, eight-over-one window. 

The faqade of the h n t  dormer is fenestrated with a pair of wood-fiame, double-hung, six-over-one windows. 

SiddSouth Facade 
The left side of the south fa~ade projects out from the rest of the side fame. The projecting section of the 
% ~ a d e  is fenestrated by a single wood-frame, double-hung, eight-ova-one window. Proceeding along the 
_ ceslsed portion of the fapde to the east, it is fenestrated by a singJe wood-frame, double-hung, six-over-one 
window followed by an entrance with a wood-frame door with a single window pane in the top of the door 
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and a metal screen door, A shed-roofed awning supported by knee braces, shelters the entrance. To the right 
of the entrance is a pair of wood-frame, double-hung, one-over-one windows. 

As on the h n t  faqade, the faqade of the dormer is fenestrated with n pair of wood-frame, double-hung, six- 
over-one windows. 

RearEast Faqade 
The left threequarters of the rear faqade projects from the main plane of the faqade, and mostly represents an 
open porch that was enclosed at some point. Beginning at the left edge of the faqade, it is fenestrated by a 
pair of wood-frame, double-hung, one-over-one windows, followed by an entrance with a wood door with 
recessed horizontal panels and a metat screen door, and a single wood-frame, double-hung, six-over-one 
window. The faqade's main plane is fenestrated by a pair of wood-frame, double-hung, four-over-four 
windows. 

r "he faqade of the dormer, like those on the other faqades, is fenestrated with a pair of w o o d - h e ,  double- 
- t~ung, six-over-one windows, although the top sash of the left window has been rep1 aced by a board. 

SiddNerth Faqade 
The right side of the south faqade projects out from the rest of the side fame. The projecting section of the 
fagade is fenestrated by a single wood-frame, double-hung, eight-over-one window. Proceeding along the 
recessed portion of the fa~ade to the west, it is fenestrated by a single wood-frame, double-hung, six-over- 
one window. Towards the rear of the house is a group of four wood-frame, double-hung, four-over-four 
windows, although the bottom sash of the right window has been removed and sided over. 

As on the building's other fawdes, the fapde of the dormer is fenestrated with a pair of wood-frame, double- 
hung, six-over-one windows. 

Integrity 
The Bryant-Lasater House retains a high degree of integrity* The largest modification to the propmy is the 
enclosing of the rear porch, although it appears to be an historic alteration. The building retains its originaI 
siding and windows. In addition, the setting around the property retains the rural feel on the edge of a smaIl 
town that it would have had when it was buiIt in the early twentieth century. 
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SURlMARY 
The Bryant-Lasater House, which was built c. 1900, is being nominated to the National Register of Historic 
Places under Criterion C with Local significance for its significance as an unusually large and elaborate 
example of a pyramidal-roofed house in Mulberry. Pysamidd-roof houses developed in the first part of the 
twentieth century in the south as a replacement for the smaller hall-and-parlor house type. The B p t -  
Lasater House is also being nominated to the National Register with local significance under Criterion A 
for its associations with health m e  in Mulberry. The Bryant-hsater House has been home to the practices 
of several doctors in the community, including Dr. 0. J .  Kirksey, who operated the Kirksey Maternity 
Hospital in the house beginning in 1945. 

ELABORATION 
Crawford County was created by an act of the Territorial Legislature on October 24,1820, only two yean 
after David Boyd, the first white settler, arrived in Vm Buren. The new county, which was named for 
William H, Crawford, Secretary of the Treasury under James Monroe, encompassed most of the land now 

f xupied by Yell, Logan, Johnson, Franklin, ScotS and Sebastian counties. The first county seat was 
r~mporarily located at the house of J o h  Jay on fithe south side of the Arkansas River near the site of Crawford 
Old Court House. The county seat was eventually moved several times, ending up in Van Buren in 1 83 8.' 

Initially, the Arkansas River played a large role in the settlement and commerce in Crawford County. 
However, in the second half of the nineteenth century, the miIroad became the supreme mode of 
transportation in the area The Little Rock and Fort Smith Railroad, which was organized in 1853, acquired a 
vast amount of land in the area, including "alternate even sections for six miles on each side of the track,'' 
Work began on the line in 1869 and by August 187 1 120 miles of track were completed. Finally, on June 24, 
1876, the first train entered Van ~ u r e n . ~  

The community of Mulberry, which was on the line of the Little Rock and Fort Smith Railroad, was 
originally known as Crawford Courthouse (or Crawford Old Court House, depending on the source) and had 
a post ofice established in 1832. By 1839, it was located on the main road between Ozark and Van Buren. 
The name of the community was changed to Pleasant Hill in 1838 and it also became a part of Franklin 
County at the same time. In 1877, the wmunity 's  name was changed once again, to Mulberry, and in 1896, 
the community went back to Crawford ~oun ty . '  

' Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Norrhwesrem Arkansas. Chicago, Nash~ille, and St. h i s :  The Goodspeed Publishing 
Co. 1890, pp. 495 and 498. 

a i d ,  pp. 502-503, and Maps showing the Connections of ?he Little Ruck and Foxt Smith Railroad and irs Land Gmnf . Map. 
New York, G ,  W. & C. B. Colton & Co., 1873, 
* 7aker, Russell Pierce. From Memdag to Narsk: A Historical Dktory of Arkansas Post Ofices, 1832-1971. Hot Springs, AR: 
,-qkansas Genealogical Society, 19 8 8, pp. 54, 1 56, and 178, and Burr, David. H. Map of Mirsissippi Louisiana & Arkansas 
exkibiring the pasr ofices, posl roads, canals. rail roads, &. Map. London: 1. Arrousmith. 1 83 9. 
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The arrival of the railroad also helped Mulberry's deveeloprnent, not only in bringing people to the area, but 
also in selling off land, which encouraged development. The land that is occupied by the Bryant-Lasater 
House was deeded to E. B. Bryant by the Little Rock and Fort Smith Railway on January 7, 1882. Although 
it is not known exactly when the house was built, it was built prior to February 19, 1908, when the property 
was deeded to their daughter, Annaliza Lmatera4 

Given the fact that the house was built as a pyramidal-roofed house indicates that it was likely buiIt c.1900. 
The pyramidal-roofed house, at least in the south, developed in the first decades of the twentieth century as a 
repIacement of the hall-and-parlor type, which was often a smaller house. The pyramidal roof was ideal for 
homes with a square or nearly square plan, since it was a less expensive roof type to construct. The roof type 
required more complex framing, but fewer long-spanning rafters, which accounted foz the cheaper cost. 
Many rural examples of the house trpe remained simple with little detailing, although urban examples did 
use detailing from the popular styles of the day including CoIonial Revival, Neoclassical, Prairie, Tudor or 
~ra f t sman.~  

I 
i he Bryant-Lasater House is an unusually large example of a pyramidal-roofed house, especially in a small 
town like Mulberry. In addition, the large front porch and the four large dormas that turned the upper floor 
into usable space, were also an unusual feature on a pyramidal-roof house. 

Towards the middle of the twentieth century, the house became associated with the town's heaIth care 
community. In 1945, Dr. 0. J. Kirksey, who had begun his practice in Mulberry in the 1920s, purchased the 
house and transferred his Kirksey Maternity Hospital to the building. (He was one of several doctors who 
have had their practice in the house, either alone or as part of an association, although definitely the most 
prolific.) By the time that Dr. Kirksey died in 1 966, it was believed that he had delivered approximately 
4,700 babies in his 

In recent years, the property has been acquired by the City of Mulberry. Although it is currmtIy vacant, the 
community is hoping to restore the building for community use. However, the Bryant-hater House remains 
a good example of an early-twentieth-century pyramidal-roofed house and an important part of Mulberry's 
medical history. 

STATEMENT OF SIGMEXCANCE 
The Bryant-Lasater House, which was built c.1900, is being nominated to the National Register of Historic 
Places under Criterion C with local. significance for its significance as an unusually large and elaborate 

-. 

'eller, Betty. Mayor of Mulberry. E-mail to the author. 29 January 2007. 
- icAle~ter ,  Virginia, and Lee McAlester. A Field Guide to American Houses. New York: A1fre.d A Kn~pf,  1994, p. 100. 
6 Feller, Betty. Mayor of M u l m .  Email to the author. 29 January 2007. 
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example of a pyramidal-roofed house in Mulbeny. Pyramidal-roof houses developed in the first part of the 
twentieth century in the south as a replacement for the smaller hall-and-parlor house type. The Bryant- 
h a t e r  House is also being nominated to the NationaI Register with local significance under Criterion A 
for its associations with healthcare in Mulberry. The Bryant-hater House has been home to the practica of 
several doctos in the community, including Dr. 0.9. Kirksey, who operated the Kirksey Maternity Hospital 
in the house beginning in 1945. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
From a point on the east side of Main Street adjacent to the southwest comer of the West 8'" Street and Main 
Street intersection, proceed easterly parallel to the south side of West sfh Street for 41 5 feet, thence proceed 
southerly parallel to Main Street for 415 feet, thence proceed westerly parallel to West gth Street, thence 
proceed northerly along the east side of Main Street for 1 6 5 feet to the point of beginning. 

BOUNDARY rnSTIFICATION 
The boundary contains the land that is historically associated with the Bryant-Lasater House. 














