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The original house was bullt in 1885 by Alex Lacy, a Van Buren merchant.
It was a white frame two-story Victorian style home.

S The original floor plan had three rooms downstairs and three rooms up-
stairs separated by hallway. There was a front and back porch downstaire.

Sometime in 1890's, probably about 1893, when running water came to the
city, a bathroom was built upstairs.. The footed-tub and ceramic lava- a

tery are still in the bathroom. The commode has been replaced by a
more modern type.

Probably in early part of the 20th century, the backporch was boxed in .
and a kitchen in L-shape was built with a new backporch on north side. .
Sometime later, part of the boxed in poxrch room was made into another
bathroom. T

Mrs. Lacy had a small millinery shop in a building on part of the pro-
perty in the 1880's.

The W.R. Burn’s family moved to the house in 1896 when Bob Burns {stags
name) was six and his brother, Farrar was eight. The boys lived here

antil manhood.

Mr. Burn did not purchase the house until 1901.
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The W.R. Burn family came to Crawford County in 1880 or 188l. Mr. Burn
was a surveyor for the Frisco railroad when it was being built th.rough
Crawford County.

Robert {Bob) and Farrar were very talented musicians, getting their start,
playing with small bands in Van Buren. They and some of their friends
invented the "bazooka" which was to become world famous as a musical in-
strument and trademaxk for- Beb Burng-and_Van_Buren, The original bazooka,
consisting of an iron pipe with another metal pipe over it apd a whiskey
funnel attached at the end with a piece of wire that moves top pipe back
and forth has been given to the Historical Society.

. This will co into a Burn family museum room along with other mementos
and this room will be open to the public.

Bob Burns got his start to stardom playing with famous bands: then a radio
show sponsored by Kraft. He also made several motion pictures. Bob Burns
entertained the soldiers during World War I and II. One of the Army's
guns is named the "bazooka'" after the famous instrument.

For several years while Bob Burns' was famous as a radio comedian and
movie star, his step-mother, Mrs. Kate Smeltzer Burn, had a gift shop
in the home and it was open to the public.

The family name is "Burn" but they added an "s" to "Burn" for BEob Burns'
stage pame. .



[C]MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES % el St

Clara B. Eno's History of Crawford County s g,
The Press Argus, Bob Burns Edition, July 31, 1936

The Courier Newspaper, Monday, April 7, 1975
GEOGRAPHICAL DATA | o
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPEATY less than 1 acre RS

UTM REFERENCES

Ali,s]) 1317:7]9:210) I3.92124210,3:0] I T T A P N e

i ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NDRTHlNG WAL e
Cllll'llLllI!llllJl DII"III!!‘Illl!i.l.—-_-...,._.

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES ©

STATE CODE COUNTY . ‘-:!JDE??..

STATE CODE COUNTY cobe ™"

PR

[i1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

Robert M. Garner, President

ORGANIZATION DATE

Crawford County Historical Society 8-14-1975
STAEET & NUMEZR ] : TELEPHONE

P.0. Box 486 .
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Yan Buxen. Arkansas

E{j STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE QF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE I1S:
NATIDNAL,_\Z STATE ___ LOCAL _____

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify t iy has Las od according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE Anne Bartley Z’V"‘-/L/
I =

TITLE e
State Hlstorlc Preservatlon Off1cer

FOR NES USE ONLY

1S PFiOPEHTY IS NCLUDE

DIHECTO? UFFICE OF #\RCHr.OLDGT !\ND HISTOHIC PHESEHVA‘I’ION
.f\l's "—‘ST B

YEEPEH DF THE NAFIO AL

GPO £392.4



m M 301 - e
C DRLISTU VT oo e

3 ~u NITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE :

-

~JATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES [recaveo C WA (DY
- PROPERTY PHOTGGRAPH FORM s vt A

IDATE EMTERED .

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

151 NAME

HISTOR!C

Bob Burns House

AND/OR COMMON

5 LOCATION |
CITY, TOWN : — VICINITY OF . COUNTY STATE
Van Buren Crawforad ) Arkansas
{#] PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTG CREDIT Dianna Kirk - DATE OF PHOTO 1975

NEGATIVE FILED AT Arkansas Historic Preservation Program

70 IDENTIFICATION
DESCRSE MIEVY, DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET : PHOTO NO.
~ Southwest elevation and southeast facade, viewed from the south 1
A -
i
RIES
r it
-l A
s
i



iy e i e g T 1 g

S0 .

B I T

e
e o

o o I

SUR
’
4

oL

4
-~

S
s

yﬁ_.




(Pev. 19751
e UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

b FOR NPS USE ONLY
W NATIONAL PARK SERVICE A
NATIONALREGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES  [RECEIVED =
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
' . DATE"ENTERE[}:'

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOGW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REG!STE:'R FORMS

il -

TYPE ALL'ENTRIES ENCLGSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

B B

HISTORIC

Bob Burns House

ANDSOR COMMON

BRI LOCATION | ‘

TITY . AOWN —_VICINITY OF COUNTY

Van Bu‘ren Crat_sford

STATE
Arkansas

PHOTOREFERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT

Dianna Kirk DATE OF PHOTO

NEGATIVE FILED AT Arkansas Historic Preservation Program
;

1975

74 IDENTIFICATION |
DESCRIBE VIEW.'CIRECTION, ETC. IF GISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET
Rear-and southwest elevations, viewed from the west-

f._]

€ L5 T AT,

B

" e

e ATTL

PHOTO NO.
3




o

B

mmmﬁmxw« ‘usang uy,

. TBSUCY suang qog

: ../_.,w._../f.,,_z_,,vm..,. i

Ay
N

LS L

o) §

MN AL YEIL

'



