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a DESCRIPTION 

CHECK O N E  CHECK O N E  

- DESCRIBE T H E  PRESENT AND ORIGINAL I1F KNOWN1 PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The original house was b u i l t  in 1885 by A l e x  Lacy, a Van Buxen merchant, 
It was a w h i t e  frame two-story Victorian s t y l e  home. - .  

1 :  The original floor plan had three rooms downstairs and three rooms up- 
- stairs separated by hallway, There was a front and back porch downstairs. 

- .  
S o m e t i m e  in 1890rs, probably a b u t  1893, when running water came to the 
city, a bathroom was buiXt upstairs.. The footed-tub and ceramic lava- I 

tory are still in the bathroom. The cammorle has been replaced by a 
more modern type. 

, . . . . .  

Probably in early part: of the 20th century, t h e  back-mrch was Mxed .in * 
and a kitchen in I;-shape was b u i l t  with a new backpoxch on no2th s i d e . .  
Sometime lagar, part of the b x e d  in porch r o o m  was made i n t o  another . .  bathroom. 

Mrs. Lacy had a smll millinery shop in a building on part of the pra- 
perty in the 1800's. 

The W.R. Burn's f a m i l y  moved to the house in 1096 when Bob Burns (stags 
name] was s i x  and his brother, Farrar was eight. The boys lived here 
. u n t i l  mznhood. 

,-:.. . blr. Burn did n o t  purchase the house until 1901. 

. . r - - . . . . . . . . . .  
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SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF St GNIFICANCE 

The N.R. Burn fami ly  came to Crawford County in 1880 or 1881. Hr. Barn 
w a s a  surveyor for the  Frlseo railroad when it was being built through 
Cratvfoxd County: , , 

Robert (Bob) and Farrar were very ta lented musicians, getting t h e i r  start, 
playing w i t h  s m a l l  hands Sn Van Buren, They and some of their fr iends 
invented the "bazooka" which was to become world famous as a musical in- 
s trument and trademal~);.-f d~~B~5-Burn~.:nndiVan--B~l~en, The origina 1 bazooka, 
m n s i s t i n q  of an iron pFpe with another metal pipe over it and a whiskey 
funnel attachea at the end w i t h  a piece of w i r e  that moves top pipe back 
and f u e h  has been given to the Mistoxical Society- 

LI 
I 

'. T h i s  w i l l  50 i n t o  a Burn family museum room along with other rnern~ntos 
and t h i s  r o o m  will be open to  the  public. 

. - Bob Burns got his start  to stardom playing w i t h  famcrus bands: then a radio 
show sponsored by Kraft. He also made several motion pictures. Bob Burns 
entertained the soldiers during World W a r  X an5 IT. One of t h e  Amn~y's 
guns is named the "bazooka" a f ter  the famous instrument. 

For several years while Bob Burns* was farnus as a radio comedian and . 
m w i e  star, h i s  step-mother, Mrs. Kate Smeltzer B u n ,  had a gift shop 
in the home and it was open to the public. 

The family name is ."Burnm but they added an "s" to "Burn" for Bob ~ u r n s *  
stage name. 












