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The Wilhauf House, commonly known as the O r a  Smith home, 
is believed to have been b u i l t  about 1838, Situated on 
level ground facing west towards the Arkansas River, it 
was or ig ina l ly  of one story, log construction with t w o  
large rooms and  a central hallway. A gable roof covered 
the structure. T h i s  is commonly referred to as fldog trot" 
s ty le .  Ins ide  end chimneys .were located in each r o o m .  

CONDITION 

S ign i f i c an t  alterations were made to the  home in the yezr  
1847. These have concealed much of t h e  o r i g i n a l  cons t ruc-  
t i on .  The s t y l e  of t h e  home w a s  changed to t h a t  of the 
t rad i t ional  Greek r ev iva l  style  through the a d d i t i o n  of 
a tall portico w i t h  square columnsl over .an-:entry porch ,  
and horizontal clapboard s i d ing  i m A p s e d  upon the Log 
c m s t r u c t i o n .  Two addi t iona l  rooms were added to t he  
rear of the house. The p i t c h  of the roof was al tered  from 
the ridge line to t h e  rear to make t h e  a d d i t i o n  mare h a r -  
monious w i t h  t3e e x i s t i n g  structure. 

A boxed cornLce is continuous across the front and rear 05 
the house, t d t h  t h e  exception 05 an i n t e r r u p t i o n  in the 
f r o n t  by the portico.  The boxed cornice w i t h  re turn and 
undecorated f r i e z e  prevail on t h e  gable ends. The e n t i r e  
house is devoid of ex te r io r  ornamentation wlth  the excep- 
t i o n  of a decorated f r i e z e  below the boxed cornice of the 
pediment of the entry por t ico .  

D E S C R I B E  YWE P R E S E N T  AND ORIGI 'NAL (ff h o w )  P l t Y S l C A C  A P P E A R A N C E  
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1 The windows are double-hung sash with s i x  lights. There 
a r e  louvered shutters w i t h  each w i n d o w .  Two windows are 
symetrically placed on each side of the f r o n t  entry and 
one window lies on ei ther  s i d e  of t h e  end chimneys. These 
chimneys are v i s i b l e  on t h e  exterior only  by the protru- 
s ion of t h e  stack above the r i d g e  line. The windows of t h e  
t w o  rooms added at t h e  rear 05 t h e  house are of var ied 
s i z e  w i t h o u t  s h u t t e r s .  A t h i r d  chimney was added on the 
nor th  exter ior  of the rear addit ion.  T h i s  became the 
k i t c h e n  once t h e  additions w e r e  completed. 

(Check One) 

@ Altered 0 Unaltcrrd 

T h e  entire structure rests on a natural stone foundat ion 
approximately three feet above ground. Due to recent 
renovation efforts,  the present structure is in excellent 
condit ion.  

-eck One) 

0 Moved a Original Site 



PERIOD (Check On0 Or More 0 s  Xppr~P~l f i f* )  

a Pra-CoFwbian] 0 141h Cmntur? 18th C o n ~ u r ~  0 25rh Ccntvrj 

15th Century 0 171$ Ccnturr 19th Ctdtury 

1 SPECIF IC  0 A T E f S )  fff A ~ ~ l l e a b l s  nnd fiownl 1 
- 

I R E 4 5  OF S I G N L F I C A H C E  

Abor iginal 

111 Prahistmric 

Q Historic 

13 AgricvIcura 

Architecture 

(J Art 

Commurcs 

. -- - - -  - 
(Check On& or Jlara aa Apmoprlrrs) 

D Education 0 Pol i t i ta l  

Foginmmrirrg 0 Ral ig iodPhi -  

0 Industry 10s ophy 

' Invention Science 

Lenascmpe Cj Scu?ptura 

Archi t9cturo 0 Saciol/Humn- 

D Lireraturr itcrrian 

Canmunlcotionn Military 

C m s e ~ o t i u n  [3 IJusic 

Urban Plumring 

Other (S?sci?y~ 

WSP. t e 
R p s i  d ~ n c e  

While t h e  Wilhauf House has stood in the same spot  for 
over 130 years, the t own  of V a n  Buren has changed con- 
siderably.  The Wilhauf House once stood in the  heart 
of o l d  V a n  Buren. Today it lies in an isolated s p o t ,  
facjng t h e  r a i l r o a d  tracks and Arkansas River levee, 
and i t s  only access is from the rear. Second Street,  
which once ran in f r o n t  of the house, no longer exLsts. 
Yet despi te  t h e  changing surroundings, the house i tsel f  
remains basically i n t zc t  . 
In 1837 Mr. Leonard 177ilhauf a s m a l l  t rzc t  of 
land from Mr, John Drennan, one of t h e  founders of V a n  
Buren, The next year, 3 8 3 8 ,  Wilhauf began construction 
of this one-story log house. The two rooms of the ori- 
ginal house are located on ei ther  s i d e  of a center 
hallway, Though some minor alterations have  been m a d e ,  
the t J i lhauf  House remains one of the best-preserved 
examples of t h e  homes b u i l t  in western Arkansas in the 
mid-nineteenth century. 

L e o n x d  Wilhauf (1813-1866) was a Ge-man immigrant w h o  
set t led in Crawford County in the L830rs. Re is bebt 
remembered for  his role in t h e  Mexican War, 1846-1848, 
In this w a r  12Jilhauf served as c o l o r  bearer for  t h e  
'!Van Buren Avengers, It a company of mounted t roops  tmrho 
served under Archibald Ye1 1. He successful ly  defended 
t h e  company banner in a l l  engagements and brought t h e  
cherished flag back to ' V a n  Bmen after t h e  war,  

On h i s  return from the Mexican rm!ar, Mr. Wilhauf made , 

some improvements in h i s  house. Along ~ 5 t h  clapboard 
s i d i n g  on the  exterior of t h e  house,he also added room 
to t h e  rear, During t h e  l a t e  1840 s Wilhauf opened t k  
first bakery in Crawford County. 
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1 8. S i g n i f i c a n c e  (Continued - Page 2) I 
The Wilhauf House remained in the family until 1943, when 
it was so ld  to Mr. O s c a r  Arnold. . The t h i r d  and presen t  
otmer of the house is Elriss Ora Smith,  who bought the 
proper ty  in 1957. Because a l l  of t h e  owners have been 
i n t e r e s t e d  in presenring t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of the  Wi lhauf  
House, it has been w e l l  cared for. The present owner has 
been especially act ive in r e s t o r i n g  and preserving 'tnIilhauf 
House. 

Few pr iva te  residences built dur ing  the first half  of t h e  
n i n e t e e n t h  century  are remaining in Arkansas today. Of 
t h e  small number surviving, almost a l l  are representative 
of w s a l t h y  c i t i z e n s ;  ho~ever, the Irrjlhauf House is an 
exception in t h a t  it typi f ies  the connon-man" hhox2 of that 
era. The simple Greek revival architecture of the WiPhauf 
House gives additional sig~ificance to this ordin3ry man's 
house, 

Because it has  skoood f o r  so long in t h e  city of V a n  Buren, 
t h e  Prilhauf House has.becoms one of the m o s t  irnport&,?*i local 
landmarks. Addi t iona l ly ,  it is significant because of its 
architectural m e r i t  and because ' i t s  b u i l d e r  and first resi- 
dent typ i f i ed  tbe average i m i g r a n t  pioneer trho sst t led 
west2rn Arkansas d u r i n g  t h e  first h a l f  of  the 19th century,  
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