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The Charles Pox Brown House, built in 1867, is a s ingle  storey, f i v e  bay 
house, ell-shaped in plan. The fmnt section, facing northwest, is composed oh 
t w o  rooms with a central hall. The e l l  wing, extending to the southeast, contains 
two rooms. On t h e  north side of the frofit section is an attached room b u i l t  w i t h  
the orJqina1 dwelling l o  serve as a surgery. There have been minor alterations, 
including a brick addition bui l t  to the rear of the ell wing,  a frame addition ~ 5 t h  
screened porch southwest of the e l l  w i n g ,  and partial enclosure of t h e  porch 
within the  rear ell. 

The house is constructed of brick which has been painted white. The roof 
covering t h e  main section is gableawith a lower gable roof over the  surgery. 
U d e r  the domered gable articulating the entrance is a flat-roofed three-bayed 
porch. A second porch, par t i a l ly  enclosed, runs t he  length of the e l l  wing. 

The main entry has a seven-light transom wi th  e i p l e  l ights  in the Sidelights. 
The porch posts  are bracketed as arethe eaves on the porch and f r o n t  dormer. There 
is a stepped brick raking cornice beneath the fmnt domer. A p a i r  of round arched 
windows accents the gable end above t h e  entry. 

Windows on the northwest are double-hung, six-over-six l i gh t s , and  are slightly I 
recessed. They are flanked by inoperable shut ters .  On the northeast are two sets 

i 

of douSle windows, each double-hung with two-over-two lights. The surgery h a s  I 
two windows with operable s h u t t e ~ s ,  one on the northwest and one on the ncrtheast. -* 

, A pair of arched windows on the north of the surgery have been bricked. ttw 

The interPorhretains its thirteen-ad-one-half-foot cei l ings,  along with 
its o r i g i n a l  mouldings. The house has been continually occupied and is in 
excellent condition. 
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Thz Charles Fox Brown House, b u i l t  in 1867, is signif icant  both in its 
architectural character and h i s t o r i c a l  re la t ionship to the community of Van 
Bursn , Arkansas. 

The house is representative of thz transition from Greek Revival 50 Victorian 
eklecticism. I'ts symmetry, based on t h e  five-bay- system--portico, arrangement 
o f  rooms o?ening to a central  hall--are Greek Revival; however, t h e  deta i l ing ,  
dormers, post arrd brackets are Italianare. The house is delicately balanced 
between s t y l e s  and t h i s  balance gives the house i t s  uniqueness. 

The house was constructed by Dr. Charles Fox Brown, a physician,  as both a 
d w e l l i n g  for h i s  fainily and as a surgery For t h e  examhatian 2nd treamen-l: of 
jat ients.  Very f e w  of these n ine teen th  century  home/office buildings are still 

@:.+*.i 
in existence Arkansas. 

Chmles Fox Brown was born in Virginia in 1820, the' son of Mary and Hm~y 
Brown, a veteran of the War af 1012. The elder Brown died when Charles ,  tfie 
youngest of ton children, was three y e a r s  o l d .  The family then moved to Louisville-, 
Kentuc'q, where Charles attended school. 

Bj the late 1836's Charles BM-m had completed two years in t h e  Bapt is t :  
s .h inary in Richmond, Virginia.  Brown then moved to St. Louis, Missouri, where 
he became associated w i t h  a Kajor PulPian, a jeweler from Fayetteville, Arkansas. 
Eighteen-year-old Charles Brown re tu rned  w i t h  P u l k i a n  to Fayetteville, becoming 
a clerk in Pullian's store for a brief time. In 1840, Brown began a study of 
medicine under T. J. P o l l a r d  whi le  clerking in Pollard's drug s tore .  Four years 
l a t e r  Brown left Fayet tev i l l e  to study medicine at LouisvLlle University; 

In 1845 Brown returned to Arkansas to practice medicine w i t h  Dr. Pol lard  in 
Fayetteville. In December, 1846, DT. Brotm moved to Van -Bu~en and began h i s  ohm 
medical practice. In 1848 he entered Ohio HedicaL College , graduating in 1949. 
Brom then returned to Van Buren and p-racticed medicine there fo r  the next 
forty-three years. In 1858 Brown married fiss Eeien Bostiek, the daughter of 

J01111 Fmst3-ekr ~2 prominent: hotel keeper in :'L: E u r c .  m e  Zlrow.' a hzd five 
children. 

During the C i v i l  War Dr. Brown served as a scrgeon in the Third Batallion, 
Arkansas Infantry,  CSA, After seeing action in the Bat t l e  of Oak H i l l ,  he was 
trapsferred to hospital service in Mississippi. 
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Charles Fox Brown was a member of the Crawford County Medical Association, 
and served as presisent for the last fifteen years of his life. He was a charter 
member of t h e  Arkansas  Medical Association, a Democrat, a Mason, and a member of 
the local 1. 0. 0. F. Lodge. Prior to t h e  Civil War, Brown had served as a trustee 
of the Wallace Institute, a school for young men. He served several terms the  
c i t y  sehool board and city council and was president of both, 

The his tor ical  association with one of the area's most impor t an t  nineteenth 
century residents,  coupled with its architectural significance, makesthe Brown 
House an especially important structure in Van Buren. 
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ARKANSAS HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION PROGRAM 
Suite 500. Continental Building, Main and Markham 

Littk Rmk, Arkansas 72201 Telephone: (501) 371-2763 

August 10, 1977 

Mr. Mike Meyer 
420 Drennan 
Van Buren, BR 72956 

Re: Meyer House 
Van Buren, Crawford County 

Dear Mr. Meyer: 

The staff of t h e  Arkansas Historic Preservation Prsgrm is preparing a National 
Register nominat ion for the Meyer House which will he presented to the Arkansas 
State R e v i e w  Conazittee at their September meeting. If approved, t he  nomination will 
be submitted to the National Register o f f i c e  in Washington for f i n a l  consideration. 

The National Register of Historic Places is a listing of historic si tes,  bui ld ings ,  
objects, and dis tr i c t s  from a31 across t h e  country that are worthy of preservation.  

Entry- in the National. Register is an honor w h i c h  places no oblLgation on a private 
owner, Xt does, however, provide protection through comment by the Advisory Coun- 
cil on Historic Preservation from federally financed, assisted or licensed projects 
t h a t  mkght affect a N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  property, 

On October 4,  1976, the P r e s i d e n t  signed a Tax Reform A c t  of which Section 2124 
refers to t ax  incentives for historic  properties. Enclosed you w i l l  find an 
information sheet on that t a x  act. 

If you have any questions concerning the program or this property's nomination, 
please contact Dianna Kirk of our staff. 

Enclosed are two copies of this letter. Please complete t h e  f o r m  below , s i g n  and 
r e t u r n  the original to our office. The copy i s  for your files. We would appreci- 
ate receiving any comments you might have concerning t h e  numination o f  this prop- 
erty. f f w e  do not hear f r o m  you w i t h i n  30 days, your approval will be assumed. 

Sincexely , 
3 
& ~ h h ~ k .  

Barbara Woodard, Deputy Director 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

1 approve of the nomination of the above property -x 
to the National Register of Historic Places Y e s  no 

Signature 
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