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DESCR'ESE THE PRESENT AND ORlGtNAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE I 
l'he Joseph S. Dunham House on Broazway Street in Van Buren, Arkansas, is atwo- 
storey structure of wood construction. B u i l t  c ,  1870, the house is .ell-shaped . 
with one-storey enclosures on the rear elevation. 

~~zcdhitectural l~ ,  the Dunham House is reflective of *& Victorian-Gothic style - 
in its arched windows, gabled bays and ornamentation, The house is topped by 
a qable roof supported by decoxative brackets. Steeply gabled bays are featured 
on the second-storey of the facade. The appearance of the house gives an over- 1 
all impression of well-balanced symnietry. 

The most in teres t ing  features 'of the Dunham House are dispiayed on the  facade. 
A wide one-storey porch spans the width of t he  facade, This porch is suppor tea 
by six slender spiral posts topsea w i t h  delicate ornamental brackets. Pilasters 
similar to the spiral porch posts f u r t h e r  decorate the facade. A decorative, 
wrmght-iron cresting forms a deck on top of the flat-rmfed porch. On t h e  
second-storey level a' large center bay w i t h  a steeply gablecl-roof is f lanked 
by two smaller but identical  bays. These bays feature decorative bargeboard 
set .into each gable end. In cnn t r a s t  to the steep gables of these bays are ' 

t he i r  round zrcbed windows. TEa large center bay features paired windows w i t h  
a semi-palygon-shaped window head. Shutters enhance the windows  in the  bays. 

A panele2 e?_"Lzy door w i t h  paired, octagonal-shaped likes in the  transom is 
C f -  

entered directly under the large central bay. Above the door is a den t i l ed  
- cornice su~portedbybrackets .  The en t ry  is flankeaby t a l l .  slender windows, - .  1 
- two on each side. These windows are double-hung four-over-four-lite and are 

top;~ed wi'S? a cornice sipported 'by decorative brackets. 

The north elevation of..the' Dunham ~ouzie is marked by a three-sided bay o n ' ~ e  , 
first-storey level. The bay is flat-roofed and toppea with wrought-iron 
cresting'. Seccrative paired brackets flanking t he  center section support the 

. roof. Single brackets su~port the roof on the side sections pf the bay. The 
cornice is marked w i t h '  dentil work. Paired windows on the second-storey 
level above the three-sided bay  are arched and to?pd by a semi-polygon-shaped 
window head. 

The kouth &vation features a one-'5 torey rec<ar.yular-shaped projection - T h i s  1 
projection features a f l a t  roof supported by paired decorative brackets on the  

1 
o u t s i d e  corners. Wrought-iron crest ing surrounds the roof, forming a deck, 
ss on the facade. Paired arched windows  on the second-storey level ,  52entical 

E 
to thoss on the north elevation, are also topped by a semi-polygon-shaped win- 
dow head. 

T'he Dunharn House remained totally unaltered until 1932, when it wzs remodeled 
for living puxrposr-s. During this remodeling a one-storey porch on the north * 

cle- ati ion was screened-in. A large porch on the rear elevation was enclosed 
and divided into a dining room, ki tchen,  bedroom and s leeping porch- 

The interior plan of the  Dunham House f s a large cent ra l  hall w i k h  tt9)o rooms 
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on each side downstairs and t w o  moms off each side of a center hall upstairs. 
R steep, curved stairway rises.from the center hall to the-second storey. 
Decorative features on the stairway include ornamental brackets located on the 

- ends of the riser. A round, panelled newel post and turned balusters further 
enhance the decorative effect. ' 

The Dunham House rests on a corner lot on one of Van Buren's busiest streets. 
S t i l l  in very good condition, the Dtlnham House has r e t a in& i t s  original ex- 
terior appearance. 












