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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN1 PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

B u i l t  in 1887, the Colonel Jacob Yoes Building is a f ine  example of late 
nineteenth century comercia1 architecture in Arkansas, The original 
building is a t w u  storey rectangular structure measuring approximately 
47 feet by 100 feet. A one storey addition on the north elevation measures 
approximately 25 feet by 50 feet. Though the exact date is unknown, tihe 
addition was almost certainly made prior to 1900. 

The t w o  storey structure is topped with a roof which has about a t w o  foot 
slope from front to back. Seventeen short chimneys project above t h e  
roofline. Double-hung sas3 windows w i t h  segmental arched heads and east 
stone sills are uniform around the twa s torey  section of t h e  building. R 
narrow band of brick projects axound the roofline of the entire structure. 

The facade of the two storey section has some architectural Zeatures of 
special note. Cast iron label-style heads cover the brick window and d m r  
openings. The brick above the second storey windows is set in an ornamental 
pattern w i t h  three inset panels beneath dentil-like corbelling. The double 
door entries on both the first and second stories have transoms. 

The mercantile section of the building st211 contains m y  original  furnishings, 
including the merchzndiae shelves built in St. Louis and shipped by rail to 
Chester in 1587. The hotel lobby and office spaces are ncm occupied by the 
Chester Post Office, The second storey hotel rooms, once furnished w i t h  
marble t:oA=sd t&les and walnut E m i t w e ,  are now empty. 

The north half of the lower facade and the facade on the one storey addition 
are q i t e  similar and appear to be original. Eoth feature double door entries 

*.& 
set between very tall and wide window o ~ n i n g s .  Sometime before 1900 a one 

The Yoes BuiLSing is b e i ~ g  gredually restored to its or ig ina l  appearance by 
the present owner. A f t e r  furnishing the  store with  authentic pieces f m m  
late nineteenth century general stores, Colonel Ramey plans to open Yoes Store 
to t h e  public. The Yoes Building is in very good condition and has changed 
l i t t l e  $.urinq t h i s  century. 

storey porch across the entire faeaCe replaced the original two storey 
porch. 

The interior of the Yoes Building is divided into four m z i n  sections. Phe 
original building was intended to house a mercantile store on the north 
half of the first floor, hotel offices and facilities on tke  south half of 
the first floor, and hote l  room on t he  entire second floor, The one storey 
addition, which once housed a saloon, is now empty. 

L 
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Chester, Arkansas was a railroad boom town established in the late nineteenth 
century. As a div i s ion  point on the St. Uuis and San Francis- Railroad, 
Chestex quickly grew f r o m  a s ingle  small store to a bustl ing business 
community. As the era of rail supremacy gave way to the gasoline engine, 
many Arkansas railroad communities, such as N e w p o r t  and Morxilton, were able 
to change with the times; however, other towns, like Chester, declined as 
the importance of the railroads declined. Reaching its peak population in 
the 1890ts,  Chester is now home to less than a hundred people. Only one 
structure, the Jacob Yoes Building, remains as a symbol of Chester's boom 
town days, 

& .+= In 1882 the St. Louis and San Pranclsco Railroad completed the  track running 
south from Fsyetteville past a point near Captain James C. Wright's cabin 
in the valley of Howard's Fork Creek, The next year Captain Wright built 
a s W 1  frame store near the tracks, thus establishing the first business 
enterprfse in Chester. The town was named in 1883 for the Iowa hornetown 
of one of the locomotive engineers. 

During the 1880's and 1890's Chester grew rapidly. A number ef frame 
structures were built to house the  new businesses attracted to the growing 
cumunity. An 1893 business directorylists several businesses in the town, 
including mercantile stores,barber shops* a meat market, a blacksmith shop, 
and three carpenters. Chester also had doctors, drugstores, hotels ,  and 
saloons, along with churches and a combination school and Masonic Lodge hall. 
In 1887 the railroad built a t w o  storey depot, water tower, and round house. 

Of the many commercial structures b u i l t  during Chester's boom town days, 
only one remains. Destructive fires in 1908 and 1936 destroyed a l l  the early 
frame Suildings. Other than the railroad track, the  Jacob Yaes Building, a 
brick structure b u i l t  in 1887, is the only vis ib le  link with Chester's more 
prosperous past. 

The t w o  storey Y o e s  Building was built by Colonel Jacob Yoes to house both a 
hotel and mercantile store. The e n t i r e  second floor was devoted to guest 
rooms. The lower storey was divided with the ho te l  lobby, dining room, and 
kitchen in the south ha l f  and the mercantile store in the north h a l f ,  
Probably wi th in  a decade of the original construction a one storey addition 
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was made across the north elevation of the store. Butler's Saloon was 
housed in this early addition. 

Jacob Yoes was a minister's son who grew up on a farm in Washington Cnunty, 
Arkansas. Born in 1839, he received l i t t l e  formal education, and left 
home at age seventeen to work in lead mines 5n Missouri. Unlike most 
Arkansans, Yaes fought with the Union Army during the C i v i l  War. m 1862 
he enlisted in Company I), first Arkansas Cavalry, USA. In 1863 Yoes was 
shot and captured by the Confederates, but was later freed in a prisoner 
exchange. Though later known as "ColoneL" Yoes, t h e  title was honorary 
and unrelated to h i s  military record. 

After the war Yoes served as Washington County Sheri f f  from 1865 to lB68, 
when he was elected to the Arkansas legislature. His business interests An 
Crawford County expanded in 1887 when he b u i l t  the large brick store and 
hote l  at Chester. In 1890 the store was operated by Y - s *  son, W i l l i a m ,  -, 

with h i s  niece,  Abigail Yoes, managing the hotel. e .; 
I 

The Yoes Building is an excellent example of comereial architecture in 
late  nineteenth century Arkansas. The two storey red brick building has 
segmental arched w i n d m  w i t h  cast stone sills. The facade features cast 
iron window and door heads, and brickwork panels and corbelling at the 
roof line. 

This architecturally significant building is also historically Wrtant. 
It is the only structure remaining fxom the decade when Chester  was 
established, and it represents.the cammrmityqs origin and complete degendence 
on the railroad. Though once at the center of a bustling railroad town, 
the Y o e s  Building now s e e m s  almost out of place in the quiet xural  eornmunity. 
Its constant presence is a continual reminder of Chester's past. 
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