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Summary 

The Old School &eslbytman Clturch is representative of the Gothic Reviva! style of mhitwhm, However 
the chwh is reflective of a plain-tradi tiom1 architecture more than a true Gothic Revival. The mining and 
background of Revetend Finney, the reported designer, is unknown and the building lacks a formality seen in 
other Gothic Revival s ~ c b  of the late ninetmth and mly  twentieth centuries. The 01d School 
Presbyterian Church i s  somewhat more rdective of middle nineteenth century architlecture 

The Old School Presbyterian fiurch, now known as the Van B m  Women's L i t m  Club is located one 
block southwest of the downtown Main Street area and one block east of the county cow! house. The single- 
story brick structure was bujh in 1903 in the Gozhic Revival style, h m  plans drawn by Revmend Finney 
who was pastor of the church at that t h e .  The church sits at the northwest corner of Webster and 5h streets. 

The building rests on the cut-stone foundation of the original Old School Presbyterian Church, buiE t circa 
3 845. 'The d brick w d s  are laid in a running bond pttm with stone tapped buttresses on all Four 
elevations. Four wood-bed windows adorn the northeast and sorrfhwest walls of the building. All of h e  
Gothic-ached windows are glazed with clear &ass with the exception of the first window on the northeast 
side. This window contains stained glass in the top ached section. A large, double-arched window 
fenestrates the front of the stn~cfilre. The Iowa h d v a  of these windows are covered by open-work, iron 
grills installed at an unknown point to protect the glass. The brick walls rise *to shaltow, closed eaves at the 
front-facing gable roof, A vestibule o~cupies the southeast corner of the building and above the h n t  door is 
a wood-framed arched window with clear glass. A rectangular window i s  on the northcast side of the 
vestibule. Wooden shingle$ are u ~ ~ d e r  the gabled roof above the h t  door. There are concrete steps with an 
iron railing leading ta the Front door. 

Southeast FaqaddFront 

7 3 s  southeast fapde faces Webster Sircet. The entrance is on the east side of the fapde. This simple, 
singledoor entrance is reach4 at the top of two stairs. The doornay is topped by a pointed three-pan 
window with clear glazing. 11e bay rises to a shingld pediment under a gable mf Originally, this was the 
base of a 35 foot rower. That toaw was removed at some point betwesn 1 914 and 1922, though it is 
unknown why it wns removed. 
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The main bay of the fapde is to the west of the e n q .  This frontispime is fenesmted by e two-pm window 
topped with n thee-part pointed window. The fapde i s  supported by stone topped buttresses at the comers 
of each bay. These b u t a m  rise xluee-fourths of the height ofthe building and arr: uniform thickness top k 
bttom. 

Northeast E IevitionlSide 

Facing stb Stmt ,  the northeast elevation is a very symmetrical elevation. The side is comprised of two bays. 
The sou&ernmost bay is the northeast side of what was the tower. This bay is fenestrated by one, one-by-one 
window with clear glazing. Each cornet of the bay is supported by but(mses. 

The main bay of the elevation is fenatrated by four, doublphung, painled, ihee-over-two windows. The 
one exception is the soutl~em most window of the bay where the top three-part &zing has been replaced 
with stained glass. Additionally the bay has three equally spnced buttrases. The bay sits on the continuous 
stone foundation and rises to a shallow, closed eave at the roof. 

North wca elevatlodRear 

The northwest elevation is the rear of the church and faces an alley though it is visible h m  51h street. The 
plain brick wall is fenestrated by one round louvered vent. Two buttresses support provide support at the 
mmers. The brick veneer sisw thou_& the pediment directly to the end-facing gable roof. 

The southmrtst elevation is a symmetrical match to the northeast elevation. Theelevation lacks the entrance 
tower at the southern most corner but the windows and buttmses are in the same location and style as those 
on the apposite side. 

The interior is three room. The foyer at the entrance has Eittlc in rhe way ofdecoration save a tongue-and- 
groove ceiling. From this mtrance one moves toward the nonhwat into the main room of the church. This 
main room fatures wide-planked, hardwood floors and eight inch base boards. The large, open room has no 
stage and the floor is flat. A row of two supporting columns ~ t n s  doan the middle of lhe floor. There is no 
stage or dais in the room. The original ceiling is hidden under squm acoustical tile ind led  in the 1950s. 
I n  the northwest coma ofthe main room is a nine-foot p l y o o d  w d ,  This partition hides a toilet, sink, and 
counter originally added in 1921 but since updated. 
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Little has been done to alter the original f 903 structure. The most significant change was the loss or m o d  
ofthe towerbweerl I914 and 1922. Theinteriarrenwationsinno way detract fiomtheoriginal fomof 
the smchre and do not reflect on the exterior. When the church moved to First Presbyterian in 1 9 1 9 the 
stained glass windows were removed and placed in that church This change to clear glazing has become 
historic and is more appropriate to a IibraryIclubhouse than the stained glass glazing. In the late 1970s an 
asphalt shingle roof was placed on the structure. It is unknown if this m C  replaced a gre-misting esphaIt 
shingle roof, or if this rqdaced some earlier roof type. 

The church buildiag fits we11 into the nei&barhood. The house adjacent to ?he west, the William Heard 
Residence (CW007 01, was consuucted circa 1 856. This Greek Revival how,  along with the church, 
contributes to the feeling of the block giving the block a feeling of the nineteenth century. On the three 
m e n  of 5* and Webster streets opposite the church the structures have been tom down for surface parking 
lots. What were once single family residential dwellings were lost to c o m d a l  structur~ as suburban 
neighbhoods grew and comercial zoning laws required sizeable off-street parking are=. 

In many ways, the Old SchogI Presbyterian Church, is reflective of a plain-traditional architecture than a true 
Gothic Revival. The training and background of Revmend Finneyismknown and the building lacks a 
formality seen in other Gothic Revival structures of the late nineteenth and early twentieth mturim, The 
Old School Presbyterian Church is m e w h a r  more reflsctive of fiddle ninetmth a t w y  architecture. 
There are oher gathic Revival Church= in Van B u m .  The Mount Olive United Methodist Church (NIX 
listed 713011 976) is approxhtely eight blocks h r n  the Old School Presbyterian Church and has a more 
formal feel than the more plnin-tradit~onal Old School Presbyterian. The First Presbyterian. which r-qlaced 
Old School is Classical Revival, Woods Memorial Christian Church is Classical Revival. There are few 
churches in Van Buren that have the feeling association, and workmanship of plain-tradihd late 
nineteenth century structures. 
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Summary 

The Old School Presbytm'an Church, more commonly known as the Van Buten Women's Li teraty Club (the 
p r e f d  m e ) ,  was constructed 1902 zo 1903. The official dedication of the church was heEd September 
12,1903. This 'hew' "Id School Presbyterian Church sat on the foundation of the first church constructed 
circa 1845. The Gothic Revival style stmcture was built to serve the religious needs of the community's 
Presbyterian communion. From 1 903 to 1919 the building rmained in continuous use. In 191 9, the church 
sold the building after combining with ofher churches to form First Presbytmian Church. 

 aft^ b i d y  s&g as the home of the Royd Order of Moose M g m ,  Order 1039, the building was 
purchased as the home of the Van B u m  Women's Literary Club. This club was fonned in 1 896 with the 
mission of advancing education for their members as well as the people of their city. It was the work of this 
club that lcci to the creation of the Van Buren Libmy and it was this dub  that staffed the libmy for free into 
the 1930s. The city of Van Buren continued to use the Van Buren Women's Literary Club building as its 
library into the early 1970s. Many, many residents of Vm Buren Rave fond memories of dap spent in the 
librrty. It is because of this that the OId School Presbyterian Church is being nominated to the Kational 
Register of Historic Plam under Criterion A with Local Significance. 

The Old Schml Presbyterian Church came into existence by the benevolence of two founding fathers of Van 
Buten. John Drennen, a businessman, donated the p o w ,  and Dr. James A. Ihirell, a noted phyician and 
surgeon, assisted with finances. mcir efforts were possibly promptodl by the statement of a missionary to the 
Indians who said Van B m  had more than the usual share of sin. 

Arbma was dII a District of the Territory of Missouri when in 1 61.8. David Boyd arrived at the future 
town site of Van Buret]. His arrival was the first recordad event in the history of Van Buren. Althou& Boyd 
was the flust to arrive, he was not Ihe first white sesler. Thomas Martin was the first Settler and claimed his 
rights to the land, which la la  b m e  a b a r  Iwding and a small settlerntnt In 181 9, Arkansas was 
established as a Territory. Daniel and Thomas PhilIips setttd in the area of Martin's claim and established a 
wood yard for supplying hd to the flat-bottomed stemboats B a t  traveled the Arkansas River. The small 
mmmunity become laown as Phillips Landing.' 

' Clara 8. Eno. Hktoty of Crmdird Counq~. A rkonras, (Van Burcn. . h r a q :  P m g ~  @us, 1950), 27-9. 
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The city L situated in Crawford County, Arkansas, and it was the largat county in Arkansas upon its 
establishment in t 820. Prior to this, Crawford County was part of eight counties and alsa pilrt of the Indian 
Taritory. The county was named for William Harris Crawford (1 772-1 8341, who was secretary of the 
tramyunder Pmident Monroe, The March 30,1831, issue of the Arkamas Gazette &ed a notice that a 
post office had been &abIished at Phillip's Landing with Major Thomas Phillips appointed postmaster. This 
post office was named for Martin Van Buren, Secretary of State, appointed by President Jackson. 

As the community begm to gow* the business md commerce of tE.le region begm to expand, quickly 
becoming the center of commerce for the distribution of gods for northwest Arkansas. John Hemy & 
Company, along with John Drennm and David Thompson established general stom and fwry operations. 
By 1 8 3 5,  h e n  and Thompson became prominent mnm bm of that community. Drennen represented 
Crawfwd County at the Constin~tiond Convention and helped to write the first Constitution of Arkansas. 
Dramen, Thompson, and others, established the t o m  of CoEurnbus m y  near the property of the Phillips 
brothas. Seeing the competition, the Phillips brothers Idd out plots of land in their new town in 1835 and 
advertised &em for sale ia the Arkansas Gazette in April of that year. David Thompson and John Drennen, 
noting this advertisement, I& their lucrative business in Columbus, and purchased the 'hew Town of Van 
Buren'%from the brothers for $1 1,000 on January 1,1837. Thompson and h e m e n  then purchased an 
additional 263 a m  tract o w e d  by Hugh and Prudence Pierce on September 29,1837, for $500 to expand 
th t i r  city plan. I'3ese ~o men generously gave a ten acre plot early in 1 83 7 for a new cemetery which still 
exists today as Fainiew Cemetery. In 1839, they donated B iwk 14 for thc Cow House and jaiL2 

The State Legislature first inmrporatd Van Bum on D c c m h  24,1842, but it was reinmqmrated on 
January 4, f 845. Van Buren became the county s a t  and Drennen donated land for w e  as a public square in 
the center OF town and for the location of she Crawford County C o h o u s e .  The first newspaper, The 
Infelligcncer, was published in 1 842, and the f i t  railway, The Little Rock md Fort Smith Railway, arrived 
in 1853.' 

&I April 13,1851, Cangcess passed an act that providsd for two t m s  of the F e d d  court of the Westem 
District of Arkansas to be held yearly in Van Busen. The first recorded t m  was held in the Crawford 
County Courthouse in May of 1854 with the Honorable Judge Daniel Ringo presiding. With the secmion of 
Arkansas from the United States at the onset of the Civil War, R i n p  resigned and the Federal Coud ceasod 
operation. During the Battle of Van B u m  on Demnber28,1862, Federal Troops desmyed all counhouse 
records dating h m  1855 to 1860. Afier the raid on Van Buren, the Federal Coutt of the Westem District of 
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Arkansas was moved to Fort Smith, Arkansas. Then on March 23,1877, the courthouse burnsd, destroying 
most of Qe r&s with only a few surviving the fm4 

The Old School Presbyterians were organized into a "societf' in 1 844 and erected a brick and wood smcture 
on Lots 7 and 8 in Blsck 17 at the cost of $1,200. The proposals for the building were published in the 
town's first newspaper, The Intelligencer. The building was 62 feet long, 40 feet wide, and 2 0 feet high, 
The brick walls featured eight windows and a wide double front door. In the vestibule, were two staircases 
leading to the gatlwy. A cupola rested 27 feet above the cone roof. Dr. Dibrell was quoted as saying the fine 
acoustic properties were planned by the famous Washfngton sculptor, Clark Mills, whose equ&an statuc of 
General Andrew Jackson stands in the nation's cap~tal.' Rev. W. K Marshall served as pwtw during the 
construction of the church. 

Many of h e  prominent of families of Van B u m  attcnded the senrices at the chmh including many 
Cherokee Indians who had become Christians. Sarah, h e  w fe of Judge Paschal and daughter of Cherokee 
Major John Ridge, wns a prominent member of the church. Rev. Cephas Washburn, a well h o r n  
Presbyterian missionary to the Cherokees and author of the book J l - n i ~ c ~ ~ c s  ofthe Indiam, often vjsitd6 

l h h g  the Civil War the Old School Presbyterian C h w h  was used as a hospital for both Northern and 
Southern troops. The building became a m o p  headquarters after General James Blount entaed the town in 
D m b e r  of 1862. Cannon balls tore thou& the roof and rafters, but the building was the least damaged of 
dl the churches. After the war, the members of the church and the people of Van Buten decided it was more 
practical to repair the Old School Church firn so that it might be used by all congregations and for all 
practical purposes, became a Union church. It was not only used for worship, weddings and funerals but for 
all types of meetings and entertainment. 

After enduring many years of use by the community and abuse during the Civil War, it was decided that the 
original structure be dismm~led and a "new" Old School Presbyterian Church be erected on Ihc foundation. 

' fiid., 27-46. 
' Mirm's wre: Clark Mills was p r d y  a sculptor. He is k x r  b o r n  for c a !  the fm bronze aquespim s tam in tk United 
Smtts; &at king the statue of Andrewilackmn in Zafaycttt Square, W*gto~ DC. completed in 1852. In the 1 Nos, MiUs was 
I i ~ m g  in Charleston, SC, and w o h g  in decorative plaster; it w a  at this time hat he dcveloppd an irmovative way to m a t t  p l m  
Ii f c - m k .  Thoug b his sculpturzs s h o d  a complex derscanding of e n g i m g  pficipds, he w s  never known to b e  worktd 
as an a r ~ h r t ~ t  or carpenter. His cr>nnecrim to lthe Old Schoal Freshprim C h w h  is tt?mous. See U. S. lhpxbnent of the 
Intmi&, Katibnal Park Smice ,  Milk. Clmk. Snrdio, by James Dillon, Sammy 5.1975,3. NHLS 66080703; Ar.aiIabFe onZrne at 
h~tp:i!nrhp. focus.np,p~~~m~f~~omc.da~?smch~~~e~home, record number t 3 9903, Acctr;d May 2 1,2009. 
b Cephas Washbunll. Remi:nisc~ncm U ~ I E I E  Indinnr (Richmond, VA: ~~~ Chmnrittee of Pubbcation, 1869). Cc!pha~ 
Washburn, Reminiscencer qfthe Indmn.~. ed. Hugh Park nJan Burcn, M :  The k - . @ u s ,  1 W5). 
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A committee of Miss Nanny Rea, hArs. William Bostick, and Mr. James B m t t  was chosen to make plans for 
a new smctm. Reverend Finney, pastor of the Baptist Church, a noted dtafisman, drew up plans and 
prmentd them to the congregation as a gifi. Wile dismantling and construction took place, the 
congregation met aith the Cumberland congregation of Jeffmon Street. Mr. Pope and Mr, Plains 
were selected as contractors md brick work was to bedone by Mr. KeEton and Sherd Hunter. A beloved 
minister, Rwerend E. P. Ellans. m e  as pastor and spent time soliciting money for the building fund. His 
efforts muld provide the congegation with a debt-free building at the time of its dedication. 

me "new" Old School Presbyterian Church was oficially d e d i a t d  on Sunday, Scptunber 12,1903 after 
two years of building. However, services had been hdd in  the building since M a y  16'. Rev. Pillam 
conducted the dedication s d c e ,  assisted by Rev. William Shennan of the Methodist Church South. Mrs. 
Gwrge Sparks and ME. G. F. Hynes, daughters of Dr. Jmes Dibrell wcre in attendance. The ladies had 
given a stained-glass window in memory of their father of ''Jesus hocking at the Door." This window now 
graces the sanctuary of First Pmhyterian Church of Van Buren. 

In 1906, the congregations of the Old School Presbyterian Church and the Cumberland Church merged but 
would worship at the Old School building 'In 1908, Dr. W. B. Miller was died to pastor the church and 
would remain wifh them for aImnst half R century. Under the leadership of 15s much beloved minister, she 
congregation would won outgrow their piesent stiuctwe. ARer consulting with w v d  architects, ail agreed 
that it would be impossible to enlarge the sanctuary. On June 17, 1914, a corporation was f m e d  alIewing 
the First Presbyterian Ourch of Van B m  to be organized. DjrectorsJTnwtees were W. H, H. Shihley, J. A. 
Sam#, J. E. Blakemore, R J. Miller, and L. F. Shenvood, with Dr. Millet serving as Modmtor. On April 
30, 19 15, rights to the property of the Old School Presbyterian Church uvm dissoived under the direction of 
Washburn P m b  pay. a ruling deparhent of the Presbyterian Church. Then new church would be 
mstructed on the m e r  of 1 o'~ and Jefferson, where It remains to this day. 

On May 19, 1 9 19, the Old School Presbyterian Church was sold to T.L. Wallace for % 1,500. Ownership then 
passed to the Loyal Order of Moose Ziodge, Order 1039 and would rcmain in heir possession until January 
20, 1921. Un this date, the Women's Literary Club would purchase the propmy and it remains in their 
possession to this day. 

The Women's Literary Club of Van Buren was organized March 3,1896, in the home of ,Mrs. J,M. Wood by 
M s s  M a r g e t  Wood. This group is believod to bc the oldest club of its kind in the southwest. The object of 
the club was self improvement by the study of g e n d  literapure and to mtablish a library in Van Buren where 
none existed. The first study meeting was held at the home of Mrs. Lewis Bryan and .the 3esson subject was 
Chaucw. It was at this meeting the goup voted to begin purchasing reference book  working toward their 
goal of gening a Ii'arary. 
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The first yearbook bears h e  date 1899-1 900. From 1896-1 904 the club studied only English Literature, 
devoting, one year to Shakespeare. The 1904-1 905 year was devoted to .herim Literature. 

The second meeting was held on March 10,1896, electing the following o f i m :  President, Mrs. Sewis 
Bryan; Vice President, ,Mrs. Jesse Wood; Semetary, Mrs. 0. M. Bourland; T m r e r ,  Mm. McKinney. Mrs. 
Coppage, Mts. Piace, and Miss Wood m d e  up the exccutivecornmittee, The Club voted to meet cvery two- 
weeks throughout the year, that dues would be ten cents per month, and that they would study English 
Literature. The club s e l e c t 4  the colors of grem and pink, the LeFmce rose as its flower, and rhc motto, 
"Strength United is Smager." 

One of the most memorable occasions in the long history of the Women's Literary Club wns an elaborate 
banquet given in honor of famed orator, W i l b m  Jennings B y n  in 1897. Mr. Bryae's cousin, Mrs. Lewis 
Bryan, served as president of the club at tlre time. 

The one purpose of the Women's Literary Club has always been to promote education, not edy with its 
membership, but also within the community. The ladies who wm, and are its members, have wnsistcntly 
worked to improve conditions where possibIe. Not only did they strive to improve ducation but they have 
also worked in the past to improve health and living condition in the city of Van B u m .  In 1901, the 
Women's Literary Club members formed the Village Improvement Club for the city. ms club hoped to 
improve wmi tary conditions in the town. In World War E and World War I1 they devoted countless hours to 
relief work for the American Red Cross. 

h her history of the Women's titwary CIub Library, not& Van Burcn historian, Clam B. Eno asks, "Do the 
citizens of Van Buren renlize what the Women"s Literary Club Lbrary means to the town of Van Buren?" 
She goes on to add that one bookcax was set aside for the high school supplemmtary readmg, with several 
copies of each subject. 

Meetinks were held in the horncs ofmernbm until 1913, when Henry Mcycr gcnmusly o f f d  the club use 
of a room on south 5& Street in which to rned and to open a library. They conhued to meet at South 5& 
st re^ until the spring of 1921 when b c  club purchased the Old School Presbyterian Church building h m  
the Loyal Zhder of Moose Lodge, Order 1039, 

CIub members took tums operating the library and off& it rent-free to the city of Van Burm for 52 yea. .  
The library was open twice a week, on Wednesday and Saturday from three to five pm. During the months 
of July, August. and September, it was open on the same days bur d p  from four to five p.m, A full-time 
librarian was hired in the 1930s thh to a g o v m m t  grant for her salary. Little change was made to the 
building with the exception of adding a restroom in h e  1930s and lowering the ceiling in the 1950s. 
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Very little has changed with the building since the city of Van B m  moved its library in 1973. The 
Women's Litesary Club continuw to have regular meetings and continues to maintain a mail library and 
wllection in the building. The manhers of the Van Buren Women's Lj t m q  Club continue to promote 
ducation in the city. Many of h e  members !day me former te8chm and some assist at tbe Adult Education 
Center. Club members continue to carry on the spirit of learning knowing the importance it plays in 
personal growth. 

Statement of Significance 

Without the efforts of the Van Burm Women's Lit- Club the city of Van B u m  may well have had no 
public library well into the twentieth century. The mission of this organization to educate aad advance the 
community well being was an integral part of making Van Buren what i t  is today. A large number of pcoplc 
have fond memories of this building as the city's library. In that role this building m m  an integral part of the 
education of the community. 

As the home of he Van Buren Women's Lit- Club h 1921 to the present, and as the Mmse Lodgc 
prior to that, ihe building has played a significant role in the social history of the community. Is i s  because of 
thae factors that the Old School Presbyrerim Church is being nominated to the National Register of Historic 
Places under Criterion A with Local Significmce. 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

Lots 7 and 8 in block 17, original Town of Van R u m ,  Arkansas. 

Boundary Justification 

The boundary contains aU of the land histolicaIly associated with the Old School Presbytmian Church, now 
the Women's Literary Club of Van Buren. 














