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1. Name of Property 

hstoric name Phoenix Hotel 

other namey'site number 

I .  Location 

street & number 108 Main Street not for publication 

city or town Rison I7 vicinity 

state Askansas code AR county Cleveland code 047 zip code 

3. StatelFederal Agency Certification 

I 

4, National Park Service Ccrtilication 

1 hereby c e n ~ f y  that the property IS  
Signature: of thc Kccpcr Datr of hctlon, 

cnlercd in the Kat~onat Rcgistcr. 
See cont~nu~t~on s t m t  

debermined ellglble far the 
Narlmal Reglsier. 

See r~nnnuarim sheet 
determined not digrble Ibr thc 

National Replskr 
removed im The N a ~ r m t  

Regstet-. 

other. (exp!atn:) 

As the des~gnatod authontymder !he Sanonal Hirtonc P r c ~ m z r o n  A c t  as amcnded, 1 hereby certify thar this nomlnatlon Lj 
q u a [  fur detm1na:ion of e! iybi l iy  nee& the dwurncntation atandadrds Ibr registering properties ir! rhe National Register o f  Hls~onc 
Places and mcets rhe procedural and pmfessional rcqummcrtts seL for In 36 CFR Part 60 In my opin~on, the p q m t y  m x t s  6] I 
dws not m e t  the XarionaI Regism cntena. I rcrornmnd that this property be considered signiricant 

et Tor additional corn 

S~paturc oi ;e-*~fy:rg clfic~zLl ,tie 

Stare or Fcdml agency and bureau 

I 

1 
In my oprnim. the property 0 mcets d m  not meet rhe Natlonal R q ~ s t t r  cnlcna (U Sec Cort~inuarlon sheet for add~tronal 
comrrpnts.) 

S~gmture o f  ?unil'yrn~ otlic131:T1#lc 

State or FedenZ agcncy and burcau 



Phoenix Hotel 
roPfflY 

Cleveland County. Arkansas 
County and Statc 

ification 

Ownership af Property Categor): of Property Number of Resources within Property 
(Check as m n y  boxes ss awl?) {Che~k mly one 'mx) (Do not include prev~ously lisred m r c e s  ln count.) 

private 

public-local 
17 public-State 

Q public-Federal 

building(s) 
district 

I7 site 

structure 

object 

Name of related muItipZe property listing 
( E n t a " h ~ K  if property I: not pan af a multiple pmTeny listing.) 

Contributing Soncontributing 

1 buildings 

sires 

objects 

1 Total 

Number af Contributing resources previously listed 
in the YationaI Register 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(Enrcr categoria from inslruct~ons) 

Current Functions 
(Enicr catrgones from inrtruct~ons) 

DOMEST~Chottl WORK IK PROGRESS 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categortes lrwn ~tlshctrons) 

r\.~rE?rSFETH-CEYTURY COMMERCIAL STYLE 

Materials 
(Enlcr cargories fmm msuuctions) 

foundation LMESTOxE 
walls RRlCK 

other 

Narrative Description 
(Dcrcnbc the historic and c u n m r  condition of the properry on one or more cont~nuatiun sheets,) 



Phoenix . . > - 
Cleveland County, Arkansas 
County and Snte 

8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
[Mark "x" In one or mom boxes for the criteria qual~fying the propert): 

fm National Register listing.) 

A Property i s  associated with events that have made 
a si@cant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

B Property is associated with the lives ofpersons 
significant in our past. 

Levels of Significance (lmal, slate, natronal) 
LOCAL 

Areas of Significance (Enter catcgaries From instructions) 

ARCHITECTURE 
COMMERCE 

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of consmciion or 
rzpresents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance 
individual disrinc tion. 1913-1952 

D Property has yielded, or is Iikely to yleld, 
idonnation important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
mark "I*' in all the boxes that apply.) 

Propeny is: 
A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

B removed fiom its originaI location. 

Significant Dates 
1913 

Significant Person (Complete ilcrirerion B is marked) 
N/.4 

C. birthplace or grave of a hstorical figure of outstanding 
qortance.  Cultural Affiliation {Complete ifcriterion D i s  marked) 

0 D a cemetery. YL4 

r] E a reconshucted building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property 
Archi tectfl3uElder 

[7 G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Hugh Ogletlee, builder 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the s iy~ f icance  of the property on one or mare conunuation shecrs.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography 
(Cire ~ h c  books, articles. and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has bem requested 

0 previously listed in the National Register 
Previously determined eligible by the National 
Register 

designated a National Historic Eandrnark 
recorded by Historic American Buildi y s  Susyey 
fi  
recorded by Historic -4merican Engineering 

Record # 

Prirnar?; location of additional data: 
State Historic Preservation Office 
Other State Agency 
Federal Agency 
Local Government 
University 
Other 

Name of repository: 



Phoenix Hotel 
Kame o i  Propsrty 

Cleveland County, hkansas 
County and Qatc 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property Less than one. 

UI31 References 
{Place addit~mal UT'VI references on a conrinuation shwt ) 

1 I5  571766 3757808 
&at Easting Nonbing 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe tk bmndaries of the pmperry on a continuat~an shcctl 

Bouadary Justification 
(E~plain why the boundaries were selectedon a continuation sheer) 

3 
Zone Easting Nonhing 

4 

See cont~nuarion sheet 

nameltitIe Ralph S .  Wilcox, National Repter  8: Surrey Coordinator 

organization Arkansas Historic Presemation h p m  date July 29, 2002 

street & number 1500 Tower Building. 323 Cater Street telephone (501) 324-9757 

city or t a m  Little Rock srate AR zip code 72201 

Additional Documentation 
Suhmlr thc Iolloulnc I:~.J- \rl:t! tke conp led  form: 

Continuation Sheets 

>laps 
A VSCS map (7.5 ar 15 minute series) indicating the propem's location 

A Sketch map for historic dzstricts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Repremtative black and white photographs o f  the propem: 

Additional items 
ICheck w t h  the S41PO or FPO for any sddi~ional item.) 

name Danny Powell 

smet & number PO Box 533 telephone (870)818-5914 

city or town Rison state AR zip code 71665 , 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statemmt: This  inrmation 1s being collected for applications to the National Register of Histwic Place to nomnate propenies Ibr 
list~ngordet~m~nsrl~gibrlity for Lrstinp, to I:st properties, and mamend existing !istlng. Rcsponse to this requcsr is t~qu~rcd to ohwn a h e l i t  in accordance 
wth ~ h c  National I i tst~nc Prcsenarion ACI, as arnendd (16 U.S.C. 170 er sq.) 

Esrirnnttd Burden Statemcni: Public reporting burden lor thrs form is cstimtcd to average 18.1 hours per response including time for ra-iewing ~nsiructions. 
gathcnng and Itl3mtatnln.e data. md completing and 7wiewiny the fom. Diwct commenrs regarding this burden cstimate or any aspcct of tbis i o m  ;to the Chief, 
Adm~nislmt~vc Servictv Divis~m, Natronal Park Service, P 0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 2001 3-71 I?;  and thc OFiice o f  Mans-gcmne a d  Rudpet. Papenwork 
Reductms Projects ( 1024-00SR). Washrnpron, DC 20303. 
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Phoenix Hotel 
Rison, CleveSand County 
1913 

Sumrnav 
Located at 108 Main Street in Rison, the Phoenix HoteI is a two-stosy, brick masonry commercial building 
with a single story rear addition. Although some alterations have occurred. the hotel is  the most 
architecturally significant building in downtown Rison. 

Elaboration 
Located on Main Street in Rison, the Phoenix Hotel is a hvo-story, brick masonry commercial building 
constructed in a style popular for such early twentieth century buildings. Completed in 191 3, the buiIding is 
distinpished from the surrounding brick commercial buildings by its parapet with corbels, brick quoins, and 
its eye-catching basket-handle arch that frames its recessed porch. The second story porch is believed to be 
an e d y  addit ion to the building, though over the years it's appearance has been changed and vinyl siding 
added to the upper Ievel. The fenestration of the building is composed of single or paired double-hung 
windows each with concrete sills and lintels. Two nine-over-one windows on the second story remain, but 
are in deteriorated condition. Most of the original windows have been replaced by aluminum framed one- 
over-one windows that fully fill the openings unless othenvise noted. With its single story rear projection. 
the L-shaped building is covered by a tar built-up roofing system and rests on a continuous stone foundation. 

The southwestern or front elevation is dominated by a basket handle archway on the Iowet story. The 
keystone of the arch is imprinted with the word "Phoenix" though the second story porch obscures this detail 
from all bur the careful observer. Surmounting the arch and projected from the second story is  a pattiaIly 
enclosed porch supported on brick columns. Above the storefronts the facade is further organized by two 
pairs of doubf e-huns windows, flanking a second story porch. Protected from the elements by the shed-roof 
porch is a single leaf door flanked by nineaver-nine double-hung wood framed windows. The parapet is 
corbeled and a concrete plaque inset into the center states: " 19 JS/Ackeman." Both the northwest and 
southeast elevations are connected to single story brick buildings and bear no distinguishing details. The 
northeastern or rear elevation contains a siagIe story shed addition. The first s toy  contains an L-shaped 
porch that shields various modem windows and doors. Above in the second story of the rear eIevation, the 
fenestration is composed of six windows and one door. The interior contains many original doors, tin 
ceiling, and wood floors. At some point, the stainvay was enclosed and some of the spaces were 
reconfigured. Water damage is apparent but the roof has been repaired. Overaf I, the Phoenix Hotel is in 
good condition. 
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Narrative Statement of Significance 

The Phoenix Hotel is being nominated with Iocal significance under Criterion C for its commercial style 
architecture and also with local significance under Criterion A for its association with the commercial 
development of Rison since its original construction in 19 13. The interior and exterior of the building shows 
only minor alterations and the addition of a kitchen area at the back of the building, 

Elaboration 

The city of Rison, home of the Phoenix Hotel, is located in Cleveland County. Cleveland County was 
created in 1873, and originally named Dorsey County in honor of Stephen 'CV. Dorsey, a republican U. S. 
Senator from 2873 until 1879. On March 5 ,  1885, it was renamed Cleveland for the newly elected president, 
Grover Cleveland. 

The city of Rison, the county seat, was incorporated on September 1, 1 890, and became the financial and 
trade center for the county. With the coming of tlre railroad in 1 883, huse tracts of virgn pine and hardwood 
timber were cut into lumber and marketed by a wide variety of local sa~rrnills. The timber boom lasted until 
the 1920's, at which time much of the cut over timber land was converted to f m s .  

The city's population reached i t s  peak in 191 0 with approximateIy 1400 people. The current population is 
about I200 and has remained constant for the last several 

Prior to the incorporation of the city of %son in 1890, Toledo, a community approximately three miles south 
of Rison was the county seat. Toledo was a commercial center and served as a distribution hub for goods and 
services shipped into and out of the area from Camden and Pine Bluff. Toledo had a large wagon yard that 
went out of business when the railroad was built in Rison in 1883. Toledo also had three hotels: the 
Harrison, the Treadway, and the Orton. After Rison's incorporation all three of Toledo's hotels were moved 
to Rison. 

The Hanison Hotel remained in operation for several years. It became a boarding house and closed about 
1950. The Treadway Hotel was bought by W. J. Stanfield, an attorney, who had the buifding tom dowm and 
re-erected as his residence. 

Early in the twentieth-century R. E. Harrison constructed a new Earg frame hotel building about a block 
northwest of the Cotton Belt depot. The original Harrison Hotel was then known as the Orton Hotel. If had a 
plank walk extending from the hotel almost to the depot. The City Hotel on Main Street was built by John 






















