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CONDITION CHECK ON E  Ci lECX ONE 1 

M t .  Olivet Chuxch is a one-storey frame structure constructed c .  1870. 
Tha basic floor plan is rectangulzlr w i t h  t w i n  e n t r i e s  l o c a t d  on the 
short side of the rectangle. Whits cla~board walls and a wle raof 
of qreen shingles enclose the structure, which measures approximately 
forty feet  by s ix ty  feet. 

The simple l i n e s  of the e b c %  are broken only 5y window and door open- 
ings, all of which hzve very plain t r i i n .  The windows are a l l  s ix- l ight ,  
double-hm?g sash. The north and s=ruth elevations each feature four 
such tci~dcn.rs, and the sear of the church (east elevation) has trco of 
then. The syrmnet.rica1 facade features trm separate e n t r i e s ,  both of 
which have horizontally paneled doors. A boxed carnice w i t h  returns 
Is found an both gable ends of t h e  building with a plain frieze a long  
both sida elevations. 

The sLmplicity of the exterior is continued i n  the in ter ior  of the church, 
which consists of a single ope2 roam. A row of square slender pasts 
Sisests tke  room, and a smll raise2 platform lies across t h e  nort'nw5st 

. 5 
cornzr, The orig inal  floor has been covered over, ana the ceiling has 

I 
- 

Seen lower&; however, restoration plans ca l l  for the re~aval  of the floor 
and ce i l ing  a l t a a t i o n s .  The original floor and the original bard  and 
b a t t e n  cei l ing  are st i l l  in place. I 
Xn 1975 Mount O l i v e t  Church was moved to a new location to prevent its 
demlitfon, The church now rests at the Cleveland County fairgrounds, 
about sixteen rniies from the s i te  where it was built- The Cleveland 
County Historical Society plans to nave in several other historic struc- 
tures from around t he  county to reconstruct a nineteenth-century vi l lage . .  
The peaceful tree-shaded setting provided at the  Eairgxounds area is now 
nore apgrapriate than the or ig inal  site which lies near a busy highway. 

The simplicity of M o u n t  O l i v e t  Chuseb is typical of a great many nineteenth- 
century rural churches in Arkansas. Though moved from its orig*al site, 
the building itself has changed l i t t l e  since its construct ion.  Structurally, 
tha building is in excellent candition and is now undergoing minor reskora- 
t i a n  e f f o r t s  to return it to its original  appearance- 

. - 



I 7D . AREAS OF SIGNIF1CANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

TURlC 4ACHEOLOGY-PitEHISTORIC ,COMMUNITY PUNNLNG ,LANDSCAPE ~RCHITECTURE &RELIGION 

,- 1499 4RCHEQLOCY-HISTORIC ,CONSERVATION J A W  -SCIENCE 

-1730.1 799 A R T  ,ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER : * 

L 
' t l a ~ . : e 9 9  ,COMMERCE ,EXPLOAATIOM~SE~LEMENT ,PHILOSOPHY ' ,TRANSPORTAT ION 

,1900- ,CDMMUMlCAITOMS ' -INDUSTRY ,POLI?IWGOVERNMENT -OTHER :SPECIM i 
JWEFmOH 

t 
t 

' i 
t 

SPECtFiC DATES July 10, 1867 BUILOERIARCHITECT I 

STATEMENT OF SIGNiFtCANCE I 
f 
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Pbunt O l i v e t  Methodist Church typifiss the simple style of rural 
Pzkansas churches in the second half of the  nineteenth-century. 
This Cleveland County church is a simple rectangular s t ruc ture  w i t h  

: I I 

a gable rmf 2nd p l a i n  t r i m  around the symmetrically-placed window I 

and door openings. The functional structure consists of one large 
room,  approximately for ty  feet by s ix ty  feet, which was used for 

i 
e h u c h  meetings. 

According to the centennial e d i t i o n  of a Cleveland County newspaper, 
the early settlers in the area were predominantly of the M e t h d i s t  
faith. T h i s  fact is supported by census figures which show the 
Methodists as hawin9 the largest number of churches in the area in 
1870. Nunt  O l i v e t ,  constructed about 1867, is the oldest surviving 
Metwist Church in the Cleveland County area. 

On July 10, 1867, -son and Harriet Black deeded an acreA&.iand in - 
what was then Bradley County to f i v e  trustees of t h e  Methcdis t  . . 
eiscopal Church, South. P. Culpepper, ~ames'~hanbers, T. ETarper," 
John Culpepper and Jonathon Cooper, trustees of the newly organized 
church,  paid a token s u m  of ten dallars for a building site on ' the 
Pine B l u f f  -'o-Warren road. The deed stipulates t h a t  the land be used . . 
"to exect and build or cause to be erect4 and built thereon a house 
or place of worship for the use of the members  of Methodist Episcopal 
Church South. , . . 11 * 

Construction of the church is believed to have comnencd soon a f t e r  the 
land was acquired in 1867. L m 5 e r  was hauled by ox-drawn wagons f r o m  

I 
I 

Warren, located some twenty-three miles away. Church members worked i 
I 

together to construct the  building and to make the necessary furnishings i 

for the interior. (some of the o r i g i n a l  hand-hewn pe-ws are still in 
I 
! 

existence and wiEl be placed in thz church xhen its.restoration is 
complete. 1 

~ i k e  other r u r a l  churches in nineteenth-century Brkansas, Xount Olivet 
Church was both a religious and social center in the surrounding c o m i u n i t y .  
Brush-arbr and tent-meeting revivals were of ten held on the grouzds of Blount 
Olivet Ch~rch .  After Sunday morning services '"dinner-an-the-ground S" 

I 

e n e l &  church  members who w e r e  of ten isolated during the week ta visit 
and have fellowship with other funilies, 
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Though t h e  congregation o f  Mount O l i v e t  Church still  meets, the 1867 
church building Is no longer in use. To prevent its demolition the 
building was given to the Cleveland County Historical Sacieky and 
moved to a new location at t h e  county fairgrounds. 

NATI O N R L  ? A ~ ~ - ~ E R V I C E  

Mount Olivet Church is now being sestord by t h e  Cleveland County 
Historical Soziety. The hi1dir .g  w i l l  be used for meetings of the  
society and other groups- The church is the first of several historic 
Cleveland County structures to be mved to the county fairqrounds as 
par t  of a planned pioneer vi l lage .  - - 
Though Hount Olivet Church has been moved from its o r i g i n a l  site, it 

-. nevertheless deserves NaCional Register recogni t ion because of I t s  -. 
architectural and his to r ic  significance. Archi tec tura l ly ,  Mount 
O l i v e t  represents the simple s t y l e  employed by rural churches scattered 
across Arkansas in the nineteenth century.  The church building, vhich .. -. 
predztes the organization of the county in 1873, is one of the oldest 
s t ructures  still standing in Cleveland County. His to r i ca l ly  the cons t ruc t i on  
of tdount Olivet Church i3lustrates th2 inportant role of rel5gLous - - 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t he  lives of nineteenth-century rural Arkansas p a p l e -  . - ., - r  

I - 

I 

*Srsdlcy County, D e e d  Kecor? V o l u - e  1, page 597. 
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