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The Cleveland County Clerk's Building is a simple one-storey structure of 
frame eonstsuckion. The building hasarectangular floor p lan  measuring 
twenty feet by thirty-two feet.  A medium-pitch gable roof and narrow 
clapboard sfding with mrnerbcards enclose the structure. 

A shed roof porch extends across the narrow facade and is support& by £ow 
simple posts. Tall windows, which flank the double entry, reach to 
the porch floor. 

The s i m p l i ; = i t y  of the facade is repeated on the other  elevations of the 
building. There are three long windows 'on the north elevation and a single 
window on the south elevation. These windows are four-light, double-hung 

1 
sash w i t h  very plain-trim. Single  entries on the south and east elevations 
give additianal access to the building. 

When originally construct& the Cleveland County Clerk's Building was loca- 
ted on t h e  northeast corner of t h e  courthouse lawn. In 1940 it was moved 
to a downtown lot for commercial use, but has recently been m o v e d  (1975) to 
a permanent location at the Cleveland County fairgrounds. The clerk's office 
9s the  second historic structure to be m ~ v d  to the fairgrounds as part of 
a nineteenth-centuxy ma1 Arkansas village being reconstructed by the 
Cleveland County Historical Society. i 
Structurally, the tiu!Lldirig remains in good condition. Future plans call for 
its complete restoration and continued maintenance by the local history - 
society. 

.: 
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Just  after the t u r n  of the century a small frame building was erected on the - -  
northeast lawn of the Cleveland County Courthouse in Rison. This simple 
structure was built to house t h e  office and records a5 the Cleveland County 
Clerk. The clerk's building afforded mare m r k  and stowage space than was 
available in t he  frame courthouse. 

For several years following i t s  construction in 1902, this small structure 
housed the county c lerk" office, However, in 1911 the new brick courthouse 
was completed on the site of the earlier frame courthouse, and the clerk's 
office was returned to the main building. 

'Phree of Cleveland County's c l e r k s  had their offices in the County Clerk's 
Building; the three  were P i t t  Holmes, J. M. McMurtrey and John T. Haskins. - 

After the county clerks vacated the building it was rented to a former 
Cleveland County sheriff,  J. E. Moore, for his use as a private businass 
of f ice .  From abou t  1921 u n t i l  1940 the building c.ontinued its public service 
use, as it: housed an office for the Cleveland countr Agricultural Extension 
Senrice, 

! 
In 1940 the building was moved from its original site on tZle courthouse lawn 

I 
to Rison's nearby business d i s t r i c t .  Following its move the building first ; 
bused the  offices of Dr. A. &. Robertson, a local physician. When purchased 
by Mrs. Lois Yoore in 1974 the farmer clerk's building was being used by a 
dry-cleaning f inn. 1 

i f  
In 1935 the Cleveland County Clerk's Building was mved a second t i m e  and is i 1 
now located at the Cleveland County fairgrounds. ' Under the  direction of the 
Cleveland County Historical Society, several histoxic structures f r o m  around 
the county are being moved to t h e  fairgrounds as part of a reconstructed 1 
nineteenth-century rural Arkansas village. The clerk's building is the . .  
second structure to become a part of the pioneer village. i 

* .  

This mall frame struetuxe, w i t h  i ts  plain lines and simple 'trim, is unusual 
in both i t s  original purpose and continued existence. Few, if any, Arkansas 

i 
counties bu i l t  any county offices separate from the  &ourthouse. Thus, the 
construction of t h e  clerk's building was itself unusual, The survival of 
t h i s  unpretentious frame structure is likewise unusual, especially consid- 
ering that it has twice beer,,moved, -< 
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As the oldest public building still standing in Cleveland County, the Clerk's 

i 
Building is important as a local historic landmark. i 
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