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DESCRt3E THE PRESEN i AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) ?hVSlCA~APPEARANCE 

I 
Cons+-acted in 1911 at a cost  05 $65,000 , tbc Cleveland County Courthouse 

i 
1 

is a two-story brick s C a t t u r s  w i t h  a f u l l  '~asznent,BasicaZly reLanqular in 
shape, the building measuzas 100' by 70'. 1 
The Cleveland County Cou=thouse is topped by a hip rodf of tile com+msition- 
The four corners of t h e  cent ra l  wings are marked by quoins. A denticulated 
cornice extends around t h e  en t i r e  building. Windows are double-hung sash 
and faced w i t h  limestone keystones- A l h e s t o n e  water table encircles the  
structure, 

Center& atop the Cleveland County Courthouse is a twenty-foot high clock 
tower in to  which is set a four-faced clock. The tower utilizes arched Lou- 
vered openings below the  clock face and an arched cornice abave, supported by 7 

Tuscan pilasters, The octagonal shaped+soof is capped by a small  cupola w i t h  
finial , 

. .  . 

The facade (north elevation) is distinguished by a three-hay w i d e ,  t w  story 
projection. This projection features a paraget and denticulated cornice, 
Brick quoins mark the corners of t h e  projection, Four Tuscan brick pilasters 
separate the bays of the projection. Second-story windows are double-hung 
sash w i t h  double-hung sash sidelights and a three-sectioned transom. F i r s t -  
floor windows are flanked by s i d e l i g h t s  and feature f lush limestone keystones, 
and label stops. The &try door is marked by a one-story flat roofed pork.ico. 
Tuscan columns of limestone support the portico. O t h e r  features of note on the 
portico include a dent iculatd  cornice pilasters and feature a transom repeat- 
ing the star m o t i f  in the balustrade. 

E a s t  and west elevations again with briek quoins and dentimlated cornice are 
each marked by a small centered labeged bay which extends from t h e  hip roof. 
The double side-entry doors have nine lights each. First-floor windows are 
flat arched with gauged brick ar.d l i m e s t o n e  keystones. A pa& of double-hung 
windows w i t h  a star-patterned transoar is found at t he  second-story level. 

The south elevation features a three-bay projection similar to t h a t  on the 
n o r t h  elevation, but w i t h w ~ t  an e n t r y  door. Also lacking are the ganged brick 
flat arches and limestone keystones on a l l  the windows along w i t h  the quoins 

I 
on the central projection. 

I 
I 

Noteworthy details of the interior include brightly colored, patternet3 ceramic 
floor tiles, marble wainscotting and pressed tin ceilings in an ornamenta l  de- 
s i g n s .  Only minor in te r io r  alterations have taken place fn the structure. 

As the m o s t  architecturallyand po l i t i c a l l y  important  s t ructure fn the  cw~nty ,  
t h e  Cleveland County Courthouse is a significant historical structure. 



a SIGNIFICANCE 

SPECIFIC DATES 1911 BU I LDEWARCH ITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The largest number of archi tectural ly  s igni f icant  public buildings in Arkansas 
are the cour*khouses scattered over the state's seventy-five c o u n t i e s .  A 
structural symbol of American cpvernment, the county courthouse serves as the 
center of local  pb l i t i ca l  activity. Often the l a r g e s t  znd m s t  costly buildings 
in the eounty, the cmurthouse i s  almost always a source of pride to the citizens 
who financed and make use of its facil i tes,  

Cleveland County, located in southeast Arkansas,cover;s 534 square miles. The 
elevation of the county is almost entirely below 250 feet. Primarily a rural 
county, the major industry is lumbering and wood products. 

Cleveland County was created in LET3 at a t i m e  when, near the end of the Fe- 1 

construction Era, boundaries for n i n e  n e w  Arkansas counties were dram. 1 

1" 
The dominance of Republican influence at the t h e  resulted in the county being 
named Dorsey in honor of Stephen A. Dorsey,  a Republican senator f r o m  Arkansas 
who entered congress that year.  The county seat was established at Toledo and 
a building constructed to serve as the  courthouse. 

an March 5 ,  1885,D0~sey:r*asrenamed by an A c t  of the General Assernbly in honor of 
Grover Cleveland. Portions of Lincoln, Jefferson, Dallas, and Bradley counties  
were integrated in t h e  new county. I 
In 1889 the Toledo courthouse d the records withtn burned. A t  once there 
developed a strong movement to mve the county seat to a different location 
which would be more desirable. An election was held to determine the new location, 
but the  outcome was indecisive. In a second election held on August 17, 1889, 
Rison was chosen as t he  new county seat. In 1892 a frame courthouse was construct- 
ed at a cost of $8,000. 

In 1911 the present Cleveland County Courthouse w a s  constructed at a cost of 
$65,000.  The architecturally s i g n i f i c a n t  structure is two-stories high and of 
brick construction. The building is basically rectangular i n  shape and measures 

! 
I 

100' by T O ' .  Distinguishing features of the structure-include brick quoins, 
i ienticulated cornices, Tuscan pilasters and limestone keystcnes on first-floor 
windows. Ris ing  from the center of the hip roof is the strtietures most disting- 

I 
u i s h i n g  feature, an octagonal dome which  reaches twenty feet above the roof l ine .  

- .  
I 
f' 
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Constructed in 1911. the Cleveland Col~nty courthouse is the c o u n t y ' s  most 
architecturally s i p i f i c a n t  building.  This cornbind with the building's 
political significance make t h e  courthouse the most significant structure in 
Cleveland County. 
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PROPE3TY OWNER ' S APP%3'J.4L 

I F  -r i. , am the legal 

ownzr of  the 

located  a t  n d ~  Y. 9/!1/; W,dlk 

1 hereby acknowledge t h a t  I have been fu 1 ly i nforned and 
. understand the s i ~ n i f i c a n c e  of  having the aforementioned 

prc?tsty  placed on t h z  F!ational Register of  Historic 
Places. 

1 hcrzSy a?prove the inclusion of the  aforementioned 
I property on the t4ational Register of liistoric Places. 
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