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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) #HYSICAL APPEARANCE
Constructed in 1911 at a cost of §65,000 , tha Cleveland County Courthouse
is a two-story brick structure with a full basement.Basically retancular in
shape, the building measures 100" by 70'.

The Cleveland County Courthouse is topped by a hip roof of tile composition.
The four corners of the central wings are marked by quoins. A denticulated
cornice extends around the entire building. Windows are double-hung sash
and faced with limestone keystones. A limestone water table encirxcles the
structure.

Centered atop the Cleveland County Courthouse is a twenty-foot high clock

tower into which iz set a four-faced clock. The tower utilizes arched lou-
vered openings below the clock face and an arched cornice above, supported by ™
Tuscan pilasters. The octagonal shaped rcof is capped by a small cupola with
£inial.

The facade (north elevation) is distinguished by a three-bay wide, two story

projection. This projection features a parapet and denticulated cornice.

Brick cuoins mark the corners of the projsaction. Four Tuscan brick pilasters

separate the bays of the projection. Second~story windows are double-hung

sash with double-hung sash sidelights and a three-sectioned transom. First-

.Lp floor windows are flanked by sidelights and feature flush limestone keystones,
i and label stops. The entry door is marked by a one-story flat roofed portico.

Tuscan columns of limestone support the portico. Other features of note on the

portico include a denticulated cornice pilasters and feature a transom repeat-

ing the star motif in the balustrade.

East and west elevations again with brick guoins and denticulated cornice are
each marked by a small centered labeled bay which extends from the hip roof.
The double side-entry doors have nine lights each. First~floor windows are
flat arched with gauged brick ard limestone keystones. A pair of double-hung
windows with a star-patterned transom is found at the second-story level.

The south elevation features a three~bay projection similar to that on the
north elevation, but without an entry decor. Also lacking are the gauged brick
flat arches and limestone keystones on all the windows along with the quoins
on the central projection.

Noteworthy details of the interior include brightly colored, patterned ceramic
floor tiles, marble wainscotting and pressed tin ceilings in an ornamental de-—
signs. Only minor interior alterations have taken place in the structure.

As the most architecturallyand politically important structure in the county,
the Cleveland County Courthouse is a significant historical structure.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The largest number of architecturally significant public buildings in Arkansas
are the courthouses scattered over the state’s seventy-five counties. A
structural symbol of American government, the county courthouse serves as the
center of local political activity. Often the largest and most costly buildings
in the county, the courthouse is almost always a source of pride to the citizens
who financed and make use of its facilites.

Cleveland County, located in sountheast Arkansas,covers 534 square miles. The
elevation of the county is almost entirely below 250 feet. Primarily a rural
county, the major industry is lumbering and wood products.

Cleveland County was created in 1873 at a time when, near the end of the Re-
construction Era, boundaries for nine new Arkansas counties were drawn.

The dominance of Republican influence at the time resulted in the county bheing
named Dorsey in honor of Stephen W. Dorsey, a Republican senator from Arkansas
who entered congress that year. The county Seat was established at Toledo and
a building constructed to serve as the courthonse.

On March 5, 1885,Dorsey was Yenamed by an Act of the General Assembly in honor of
Grover Cleveland. Portions of Lincoln, Jefferson, Dallas, and Bradley counties
were integrated in the new county.

In 1889 the Toledo courthouse and the records within burned. At once there
developed a strong movement to move the county seat to a different location

which would be more desirable. &an election was held to determine the new location,
but the outcome was indecisive. In a second election held on August 17, 1889,
Rison was chosen as the new county seat. In 18%2 a frame courthouse was construct-
ed at a cost of $8,000.

In 1911 the present Cleveland County Courthouse was constructed at a cost of
$65,000. The architecturally significant structure is two-stories high and of
brick construction. The building is basically rectangular in shape and measures
100' by 70'. Distinguishing features of the structure-include brick quoins,
denticulated cornices, Tuscan pilasters and limestone keystcnes on first-floor
windows. Rising from the center of the hip roof is the structures most disting-
uishing feature, an octagonal dome which reaches twenty feet above the roofline.
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Constructed in 1911. the Cleveland County courthcouse is the county's most
architecturally significant building. This combined with the building's
political significance make the courthouse the most significant structure in
Cleveland County.



XIMATOR BIBLIOGRAPHICALREFERENCES “

A Survey of Arkansas Courthouses. compiled iy the National Socisty of Colonial
Dames of America in the state of A=Xkansas, Mrs. W.G. Mclonald, chairperson,
Historical Activicies committe2. Arkansas Room, Little lNock Public Library.

Harrndon, Dallas. Centoannial History of Azkanzas. Little Rock: S5.0. Clarke -
Publishing Conovany, 1922.

“orks Project Administration "Cleveland County". 19241 Archives arckansas History
Comnissicn.

SUJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

“CPEAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __ 12353 than one acre

UTM AZFEAENCES

Ay sl sbsbeo] [andndazd sl P L, Ly bt o]
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZOMNE EASTIN NORTHING

Q)

Cm1l||ltl|!lJJ!LJ ol , | L1,

VERSAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPT!CN

IIII]IIL_[

LIST ALLSTATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE

COUNTY - CODE
STATE cobE COUNTY CODE
E3]FORM PREPARED BY
HAME/TITLE sandra Taylor, Historian
ORGANIZATION DATE
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 9-14-76
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE ]
300 West Markham . o 7 (501} 371-1639
CITY DR TOWN STATE
Little Rock Arkansas

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ___ STATE___ LocaL_&~

As the dasignated Stata Histaric Preservation OFicer for the National Historic Presarvation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |

hereby nominate this praperty for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according 10 the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Par

k Servic
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATIGN OFFICER SIGNATURE %4 5@%&7

TITLE

DATE
FOR NPS USE ONLY
| HEREBY CERT!FY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL'REGISTER . "7 27 %o = o
. DATE, .
GIRECTG R, DFF‘CE CF ARCHECLOGY AND HISTORIC Pﬂn:SEFNATION - -
ATTEST: , DATE
“KEEPEZR OF THE NATIORAL REGISTER

GFPO aaa-44%

& .




o Mo, Y-S
tev- LGe7L) v -

UMITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
' NATIONAL PARK 3ZRVICE

NATIONALREGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES
PROPERTY HIAP FORM

[FORNPSUSEONLY

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN AOW TO COMPLETE NATIDNAL REGISTER FURMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE ‘WITH MAP

B3 NAME

HiSTORIC Cleveland County Courthouse

AND/OR COMMON

LOCATION

CITY. TOWN Rison —_VICINITY OF COUNTY (Cleveland STATE Ark.

E3 MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE United States Geological Survey
SCALE 1:24000 DATE 1970
REQUIREMENTS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES INT: 2086-75

2. NORTH ARROW
L 3. UTM REFERENCES



ty Courthouse

Rison, Arkansas

15/ 575 350 / 3757 730

UTM Reference

K

,,n_.‘
hﬁs

IS RS S <

—————







“.-.--. .,.-.\__ ._‘_—__ -~ ..,;-.-u- e T

~A3K1"(r\/ﬁ\_\ / \LL,¢$:P1C) [ \J rﬂlf_/ FJL1 L_{):_.r< VA

LD STALE HOUSEM 300 WEST. MARYHAM . LITTLE ROCY, ARVANSAS 72201
- TELEPHONE - 531 371-1539

PROPERTY OWNER'S APPROVAL

b, é:;;244¢¢4ﬁbﬁfﬁ {’) ;S?Véuao , am the legal

1
ownzr of the bC/Q/uf??l\/!‘uA_JZ_.- ﬂ/& f,—-j7n’)/ /n
located at 22 !a,{/& hat L/f/ ﬁ}/}’tﬂ/tﬂ-d #_‘ﬁl:ﬁucﬁzb/t

| hereby acknowledge that | have been fully informed and
understand tha significance of bhaving the aforemesntioned

property placed on the Mational Register of Historic
Places.

1 hereby approve the inclusion of the aforementioned
property on the National Register of Historic Places.

o f
}7‘0 O 2 e i i '(_,-v" 8 e 2T
/ 4

Dwner
’///W/’/’é

Date



P

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
St NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NMNATIONALREGISTER OF HISTCRIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTGGRAPHFORM

FOR NFPS USE ONLY

RECSIVED

DATE ENTERED

w~

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES --lENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

@ NAME

HISTORIC Cleveland Counky Courthouse

AND/OR COMMON

B3 LOCATION

CITY. TOWN Rison —__VICINITY OF county Cleveland state  Ark.
%4 PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTOCREDIT  Sandra Tavlor pate oFpHoTo  July, 1976

NEGATIVE FILED AT AHPP
4 IDENTIFICATICN

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC, IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUTLOING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO.

West Elevation, viewed from the west 4

INT: 298373

e ]



L3 L e e =

g P PR T ——

ek XL




