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htstorlc Da b b ~  Store 

andlw common 

2, Location 

street tb number 1320 South Aval on M ! !  nat far publication 

clty, town Wes t Mernph i s N / L  vicinity of eongresslanal district Fi r~ t 

state Arkansas oode 05 eaum Crittenden code 035 

3. Classification 
.- 

Category Ownership Status 
- district - public A- occupied 
_X building[s) -X private - unoccupiid 
.structure b o t h  - work in progress 
s i t e  Public Acqulsftion Accessible 
- objecl - in process X yes: restricted 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted 

- - 

Present Usmi 
a g r i c u l t u r e  - museum 

cornmerclal - park 
- educational - private residence 
- enteflainment r e l i g i o u s  - 
- government - selentitie 
- Industrial - transportation 

- no - milltary - other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Pat K. & Ni  t a  t i .  Maaruder 

street & number 1320 South Aval on 

eim. town ' West Memph i s N / ~ ! L  vleinitv of state Arkansas 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouss, registry d deeds, etc. G l  erk ' s Office, Cri ttenden County Courthouse 

street & number 

C I ~ V .  town Marion 

- 

state Arkansas 

, 6. Representation in Existing Surveys - 
Arkansas H i s t o r i c  Preservation 

title Program S t a t e  Survey has thls property been determined elegible? - yes 1 no 

X date 1981 - federal - state - county - local 

depository for suker recofds Arkansas Ht s tori c Preservation Program 

citV, tnwn L i  tt 1 e Rock state Arkansas 



L 

7. Description 
I 

Condition Check one Check o m  
A excellent - deteriorated L unaltered X original site 

4 - g o d  - rulns - altered m o v e d  date N/A 
- fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if knrrwn) physical appearance 

SUMMARY 

Si tuated  south o f  and isolated from the c i t y ' s  present c m e r c i a l  dis tr ic t ,  the Dabbs 
Store bui 1 ding reflects the history o f  West Memphis ' (original ly Hul b e r t )  fo rmat ive 
years. The b r l  ck two-and-one-ha1 f story w i t h  basement structure was erected on one 
of the few relatively high elevations on t he  m i s s i s s i p p i  f lood plains.  Facing the 
t r a c k s  of Chicago, Rock Is1 and and Paci fi c Railroad 7 ines from i ts location dl  agonal ly 
across from the s i t e  o f  a now demo1 i shed depot, Dabbs Store retains great i n t e g r i t y  
of i t s  ex te r io r  and fn ter ior  f a b r i c .  The exterior i s  distinguished by broad slore- 
f r o n t  wi  ndows, wood canopy, decorative nu1 ti -paned transan, and a prominent corni ce. 
The interior i s  characterized by i t s  original f i n e  mill work and pressed tin c e i l i n g .  

The asymmetrical principal (south) facade o f  Dabbs Store is composed o f  two storefront 
areas f lanki ng a single entrance t h a t  leads to dwell ing uni ts upstai  rs . Access from 
st reet  level i s  provided by two concrete stairs 1 eadi ng up t o  a concrete porch. One 
i s  symmetrically located in t h e  front, while the secondary stair invites a western 
approach. Brick piers, capped w i t h  masonry copings , we posit ioned on the west and e a s t  
ends o f  the porch as we77 as on e i the r  side o f  the  pr inc ipa l  stairway, subt ly  emphasi r i n g  
the majn approach t o  t h e  store. The piers a re  conected by an ron porch r a i  1. 

w 
Thepr inc ipa~e levat ion ' s s tore frontsd i f f er in thedes ignof the irentrances .  A d o w t  < ,  
leaf en try of si ngl e 1 i gh ts over wood panels a r t i  cul ates the west  s t o r e f r o n t  (ori g i  na l  'ly 
the facade o f  Hul bert's f irst post  office and general store). The doors are flanked by 
single paned display windows mounted on decorat ive wood panels. A s i n g l e  d o o r ,  one-light- 
over wood panel , en trance penetrates the east storefront and i ts d i  sp l  ay windows are of 
the same design as those o f  t h e  west  storefront . The Dabbs Brother's dry goods bus i ness 
ori gnal ly occupied t he  east section. A s i n g l e  one-1 i g h t  over wood panel door separates 
the two storefronts. A wood canopy shades the bui ldingls storefronts and porch. Tran- 
som windows , arranged t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  de l inea t ion  o f  the  storefronts be1 ow, appear above 
the canopy. These windows are characterized by the spoke-1 ike mull ions t h a t  radiate 
from the  center of each pane. 

A fenestra t i  on o f  s i  x-over-one doubl e-hung w i  ndons a r t i  cul a tes the second floor apartments . 
Two p a i r s  of windows flank t w o  s ingle  openings. The simply-framed windows have stoned 
s i l l s  t ha t  interrupt the b r i c k  stringcourse t h a t  defines the second story.  An ident ical  
s tri ngcourse marks the  a t t i  c story whi  ch i s penetrated by two cast  i ron vents. These 
s tri ngcourse enrich a1 1 o f  the b u i  1 ding  ' s facades. The pri n c i  pal  e levat i  on i s capped 
by an overhanging denti led cornice t h a t  wraps around t o  the east and west elevat ions,  
t e m i  na ti ng above their southern most window openi ngs . A parapet  w i  t h  cut s tone copi ng 
rises above the cornice. 

The west elevation o f  the building presents a simple facade. Three window openings  
penetrate the basement wall and evidence o f  a painted sign,  "Dabbs Brothers o f  Arkansas1', 
dominate the first floor.  S ingle  window openings appear on the north and south sides 
of the s i g n  area. The north window i s  a six-over-one window displaying a r t i c u l a t i o n  

1 
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typical  t o  the b u i l d i n g  s fenestration whi 1 e the south window , composed o f  a 1 arge pane 
surmounted by two vertical panes forming a transom r e l a t e s  closely t o  the design o f  the 
s to r e f ron t  windows. Two small s t a t i o n a r y  s i x  pane windows are located just above the  
faded s i g n  area. As on the principal facade, a f e n e s t r a t i o n  o f  sjx-over-one windows 
i d e n t i f i e s  the  second floor apartment area on the west e l  evation. Wi ndow d e t a i  1 s 
r e i t e r a t e  the ar t icu la t ion  of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  facade. Four vents penetrate the a t t i c  
story and i n  the absence of a crowning cornice,  the  bu i ld ing"  parapet caps the facade. 
A br ick  chimney, located on the south p o r t i o n  of the roof ,  rises above the  pa rape t  wal I .  

The de l inea t ion  o f t h e  east  e l eva t ion  corresponds closely t o  t h e  design of t h e  west side 
of the b u i l d i n g ,  Although the eas t  and west second and a t t i c  story elevations are 

c virtual  1 y iden t ica l  , the f i  rs t  f l  o o r  facade contai  ns a central l y  s i tuated doubl e-door 
entry surmounted by t w o  two-aver-two w i  ndows appearing almost as a transom. Original  l y  , 

- t h i s  daonhray served as Dabbs Store's r e c e i v i n g  entrance. A concrete pla t form,  now . 
demolished, once served as a loading area. 

The north (rear) elevat ion,  the l e a s t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  side o f  the bui ld ing, i s  composed 
- . . +  

o f  a l t e rna t i ng  window and door openings on the f i r s t  f loor  and  four  o f  the building's 
.-,.==-T -. typical  six-over-one windows i n  the second floor. On the f i r s t  f l o o r ,  a metal door 

L"-- .- w i t h  transom, t h e  back-s ta i rs  ent ry ,  i s  placed between two windows. A metal f i re  
s t a i r  extends across  the rear e leva t ion .  A s i x  panel wood door provides rear access 
t o  t h e  general store and another metal door leads t o  t h e  basement. While the rear 
e l e v a t i o n  does not have a parapet ,  three stucco-covered brick chimneys t ha t  once 
served the apartments' kitchens, penetrate the  roof. 

OR the interior, t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of the store i s  composed o f  two spacfous areas 
div ided  by a center p a r t i t i o n  and the  f ront  and back s t a i w a y s .  Originally a 
general store and a post o f f i c e  area  were located i n  t h e  west side o f  t h e  building.  
T h i s  space i s  distinguished by b u i l t - i n  she lv ing  and free standing counters, built i n  
1912 by a t r ave l ing  French carpenter, t h a t  occupy the west and eas t  w a l l s  o f  the  room. 
The fi nely crafted she1 ves , equipped w i  t h  roll i ng 1 addem and capped w i t h  boxed corn i  cer 
are adjustable and cover three-quarters o f  t h e  wall space. The counters have decorative 

-- wood paneled bases which carry t h e  beaded V-shaped base o f  the  ~ i d e r  i n l a i d  wood . 

- - --.=- counter tops .  The  display windows t h a t  d i s t i n g u i s h  the  e x t e r i o r  of the b u i l d i n g  also 
. - -. i m p a r t  t h e  s p a t i a l  quality o f  the in ter ior .  Ris ing  t o  transom h e i g h t ,  t h e  glass-walled 

display cases form a vest ibule f o r  t h e  entrance tha t  they f l a n k .  Beaded boards form 
the  base of the cases. Ornate pressed t i n  panels featuring egg and d a r t  mouldings 

i cover t h e  cejl ing and p l a i n  p ine  boards form t h e  f loor .  
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The east s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  building -- the dry goods area of the  store -- s u r v i v e s  i n  market 
contrast  to the  west s i d e  of t h e  bu i ld ing .  The 6 0 ' x  20 'x  14 '  space i s  d iv ided  i n t o  a 
1 arge store and a small storage room. These areas do net  exhibit the f ine ly  crafted 
accessories and rich m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  d i s t i n g u i s h  the general store and p o s t  o f f i ce .  
A wall  w i t h  a dopr opening separates the main store area from t h e  storage room and 
beaded- boards cover the cei 1 i ng . 
The second floor apartments were b u i l t  as l i v i n g  quarters for  the Dabbs brothers. Each 
spacious apartment i ncl  udes a 1  i v i  ng room wi t h  f i repl ace, two bedrooms , ki tchen and 
ba th .  

- .  Fire and deter iorat ion have necessitated modification and rehabi l i t a t ion  of t h e  
interior space. On the first f l o o r  the eas t  storage room has been converted t o  a e 
kitchen and bathroom. The o r i g i n a l  f l o o r  has been covered w i t h  a contemporary f'loc >-. 
f a b r i c  i n  i m i t a t i o n  o f  wood. The second f l o o r  apartments have been provided wi th  rnooern 
k i  tchen f aci 1 i t i  es and wal l s have repl aced the o r i  g i  na1 pocket doors t h a t  once connected 
t h e  two 1 i v i  ng rooms. Retaining the majority of  i t s  i n t e r i o r ' s  integri ty , t h e  bui ld ing  
has been successful ly adapted for reuse as architects ' offices. The Arkansas H i s t o r i c  

- 
-_A . . .< Preservation Program approved t h e  character o f  the exterior res to ra t ion  and the in te -  
'--7- -. rior 's rehabilitation. 
-4 
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Ferguson , John. Arkansas Lines , Hopki nsvi 1 1 e, KY : Hi stori cal Record Assocf a t i  on, 
Inc., 1965. 

Lacoterie. West Memphis, 1927-1976, West Memphis: P r i n t i n g  Craf t s ,  Inc., 1977 

H e i l l ,  Kenneth,  "West Memphis: Sister City o r  KISSN%in?,'' Memphis, February, 1979, 
n .p .  

U -5 .  Post O f f i  ce. Records o f  Appoi ntments of Pas masters : Arkansas 1832-1971. 
(microfilm: Arkansas History Conmission, L i t t l e  Rock, AR)  

U.S. Post Off ice.  Geographical S i t e  Loca t i on  Reports: Arkansas, 1852-1945. 
(microfilm a t  Arkansas H i s t o r y  Conmission, L . R . ,  AR] 



' 8.' Significance 

Areas of SFgnWicancecCheck and justify below 
- archmlogy-prehlstorle - community planning l a n d s c a p e  architecture-. religion 

archmlogy-historic - conservation - taw - science 
- agriculture e c o n o m i c s  - literature - sculpture 
2 architecture - education - military - social/ 

art - engineering - rnuslc humanltarlan 
2 cornmew - exploration/setllement - philosophy h e a t e r  
- cammunicatlons - industry - polities:government - transportation 

- invention - other (svcify) 

Specifle dater 1 97 2 BuildedArchitect unknown 
- 

Statement of SlgmifIeance [in ans paragraph) 

Constructed i n  1912, t h e  Dabbs Store buS ld ing  i s  one of the srldest susvivi  ng structures 
in West Memphis. The store, b u i l t  in the comnuni ty of Mu1 b e r t ,  i s  closely t i e d  to the 
development of this Mi ss i  s 5 i  p p i  r i v e r p o r t  1 ocated across t h e  river from Memphi s, 
Tennessee. Hul ber t ,  s i  tva ted on one o f  the few elevated areas i n  this p a r t  o f  t h e  
M i s s i s s i p p i  d e l t a ,  was one of three turn o f  the century settlements t h a t  formed t h e  
nucleus of the present day ci ty of West Memphis. The West Mernphi s area developed 1 a t e  
and slowly dee t o  i t s  vulnerabit i t y  to the  flooding of the  M i s s i s s i p p i  River. Conse- 
quently, few permanent bwi ldings were conswucted or survived from the ear ly  years 
of t h e  twen ti e th century and 1 i t t l e  unat tend h i  s to r i  c fa'bri c remains . Both a r c h i  - 
tecturally and historically s ign i f ican t ,  Dabbs Store  emerges as one of the c i t y ' s  
f i n e s t  resources t i e d  t o  Hulbert befare its incorporation i n t o  West Memphis. Harry 
R. Dabbs , rn igra t i  ng from Memphis, bui 1 t h i s  drygoods and general merchandise store 
soon after Huf bert became the loca t ion  of the  Rock Is1 and Campany's roundhouse and 
railroad yard i n  1910. The stme, clear ly r e f l e c t i n g  the early twentieth century 

, sett lement of the  area, served the  mu1 ti -purpose role of an ear ly  substantial structure r i n  t h i s  once rural c m u n i  ty. The bui ld ing housed the town's p o s t  office, 1923-1948; 
possessed the  f i r s t  telephone installed i n  the area in 1912; and briefly served as 
the school before the construction of the local schoolhouse in 1913. A r c h i  tectural ly  , 
Dabbs Store retains great integri ty  of i ts o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  and set t ing.  Today, the 
stare's orientat ion t o  the  rai lrsad lines i s  a v i v i d  reminder of the importance and 
dependence on the  rai lroad i n  t h e  development and s tab i  1 i z a t i o n  of Nest Memphis as 
well as  H u l b e r t .  The exterior f ea tu res  i t s  o r i g i n a l  storefronts, unusually decorative 
transom fenestration, brick stringcourses and prominent cornice a11 enhanced by the 
so l  i dari ty of t h i s  freestanding bri ck bui ld ing?  cubic proportions. Of particular 
in te res t  in the structure's in ter ior  spaces is t h e  f i n e  mi 1 lwork and pressed metal  
ceilings. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See continuation ~ h e e t  
4 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 1 1255 than one acre 
Quadrangle name West Mem~ hi s I A r k  . -Term. 
UMT References 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 24000 

Zone Easting 
011111 

Verbal baunda y description and Justificatian 

Par t  of J o t  8, a17 of 9 ,  16 of  Block 61,  Showers Sub-division, West Memphis, AR. 

- - 

List all states and counties far properties averlapping state DI county baundarles 

state N/A code county code 

state code county code f 

1 .  Form Prepared By 

nameltitle Dona1 d R .  Brown, H i s  to r jan  

erganizatlonArkansas H i s t o r i c  Preservation Program - date - June 9 ,  1981 - 

strest a number Sui  t e  500, Canti nenta 1 B u i  1 ding Zelephone(501) 371-2763 

ciwortown Litt le Rock state Arkansas 

2 State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- natlanal - stale % - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Offleer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8 s  
665), 1 hereby nominaze this property For in~lusion In the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according lo the criteria and procedures se 

tare State Historic Preservation O f f i c e r  
- 

date 3/31/82 

G P O  P S  83'4 
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