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CONDITION CHECK O N E  CHECK ONE 

ZQRIGINAL SITE I 
* 

,MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OR1GrNAL ( I F  KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE I .. 
Constructed in 1910-11, the Crittenden County Courthouse at Marion 
is a two-storey , nine-bay, symmetrical building featuring south 
(facade) and north elevations that w e r e  bu i l t  to be identical. . 
The present ~ur thouse  replaced the 1873 structure. which burned in 
1908. The Chm3erlain and Company archi*ectural f i r m  of Fort  Worth, 
Texas; designed the Cri t tenden County Courthouse, and it was b u i l t  ' 

at a total cost of $99,740. 

A two-sbxey, five-bay podico eclbellishes both the south and ndrth 
elevations .. Six m f  luted Ionic columns span both 3toreys of the 
porticos. The frieze of each portico contains the inscript ion,  1 . 
"Obedience to the l a w  is l i b e e y , "  In bold black letters- Wide steps 
with seven risers lead to the porticos. Both these elevat2ons have 
double glass doors w i t h  transon leading into the front  -and roar halls 
Above the  south entrance doors has been added a seal o f  the  s t a t e  o f  
Ar-mnsas. The ceilings of the-porticos are pressed tin. 

The east and w e s t  e leva t ions  of the courthouse comprise seven bays. 
The central three bays project slightly. Each of t he  pro t rud ing  three 
bays is bordered by white stuccoe_d bands, like t he  stuccoed bands 
which mark each corner of the building. 

Simple mading and p la in  modillions enhance the cornice of the flat 
roof. A large copper-colored done r e s t s  on a raised angular plztform 
in the center of the roof. The base of the cylindrical dono has a 
band of rectangular windows and air  vent s  near its top. The roof of 
t h e  d 3 ~ e  has an octagonal urn with finial. 

I ncons i s t an t  replacement of panes has  resulted in both one-over-one 
and two-over-two sash windows in uniform fenestration. The double 
windows are separated by a wide m l ~ l l i o n  but share a common l i n t e l  
and easement, k pair of first-floor windows on the east elevation 
have been in f i l l ea  w i t h  brick. Original ly  t h e  uniform placement and 
style of windows enhanced t h e  s m e t r y  of t h e  structure. 

The Crittenden County Courthouse sits on thc -courthouse .square. Tnc 
square contains many large trees and a well-manicured Sawn, and it 
povides a very picturesque s e t t i n g  for t h i s  impressive building. 



AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - -  CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC -COM%IUNITY PUNNIMG -LANDSCAPE ARCH'TECTURE 

AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS -CUERATLIRE 

,COMMWNICATIONS . JMDUSTRY XPOUTICSIGOVER NMENT 

-- - 

;PECIAC DATES BUILDEWARCHITECT 
19 10-11 Chaherlain a d  Com~any  

iTATEMEMT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The largest n h e r  of architecturally significant public buildings in 
Arkansas are the caurthouses scattered aver t h e  State's seventy-five 
counties. A structural sydml of Merican government, the county court- 
house serves as the center of local po l i t i c a l  act ivi ty.  O f t e n  the lar-: 
gest  and most costly building in the county; the courthouse is almost 
always  a source of pr5de to the c i t i z e n s  who financed and make use of 
i t s  facilities.  

The Territorial Legislature established Cri t tenden C o u n t y  and named it 
after Robert Crittenden in October 1825. Crittenden was the fizfst 
Territorial Secretary and the first acting governor o f  Arkansas T e r r i -  . . 

c - 
tory. Crittenden.County was formed f r o m  parts of P h i l l i p s  County. 

Greenock served as the first county seat until 1827, but no courthouse 
bras constmcted there, In 1827 Earion became the county seat and a 
frame courthouse was erected, A cyclone destroyed the first 
courthouse several years l a t e r  and in 1873 a two-storey brick courthouse 
was constructed in t h r i o n -  A fire in L909 razed the 1873 building. 

The present Crittenden County Courthouse in Marion was desiqned by the 
- 

Chamberlain archikectural f i r m  of Fort Worth, Texas, i n  2910-11 at a 
cost of $99,740. 

The Cri t t enden  County Courthouse is a two-storey, +bay, brick, Greek . 
Revival building that features identical  south If acade) and north 
elevations. Six Ionic capitals support the  porticos, and both of the 
friezes contain .the adage ,"Obedience to the law is liberty, "' in bold 
black l e t ter ing .  

.- - 
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Simple molding on tie coxnice and pla in  modillions decorate the entab-  
lature of the ~ m f l i n e .  A large, co:>per-coloreJ dome rests  on a raised, 
angular platform on top of the flat roof. 

The e a s t  and west elevations are five-bays wide, each w i t h  a three-Say, 
protruding, central. pavilion. Both are identical except t Y  at two o f  
the f irst-storey windows on the e a s t  elevetion have b?en inf illcd with  
bricks. 
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The interior of the courthouse was extensively remodeled in 1945 and 
1955. m e r e d  ceilings, paneled walls ,  carpeted floors, and a remodel- 
ed courtroom are the xesults.  In the front entrance-hall, the or ig ina l  
tile f loor  remains as one of the f e w  i n t e r i o r  architectural elements of 
i n t e re s t .  Although the interior of the courthouse has a modernized -. 
appearance, the exterior has not been altered, nor has it received any 
additions. The Cri t tenden County Courthouse sits on an at t ract ive  tree- 
shaded lot  on the court square of t h e  old C i t y  of Marion; it is a hand- 
some local landmark that is both architecturally and historically sig-.:. ' 
nificant to Cri t t enden  County- 
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