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1. Fame of Property 

historic name South Elemenmy School 

other namedsite number CS0046 

2. Location 

street k number 7 1 1 E. Union Avenue not far publication 

city or town Wyme vicinity 

state Arkansas code AR county Cmss d e  037 zip code 72396 

3. StatelFederal Agency Certification 

As the designad authority under the National Historic Preservation Act. as amended, I hereby certify thar. this nomination 
raquesl For detemhtion of eligibil~ty meets the documaniaiion standards for reglstcring propemes in the National Rqsrerof Historic 
Placa and meas the ptocduml and professional requircrncnts sct for m 36 CFR Pan 60. In my opinion, h e  property meets 
d o a  not meet the National Register criteria. I rmmmcnd that this property be consldercd sipificant 

naponally 

S ~ r e u f c e m ~ n g  offic~aLT~tle Date 1 4' 

Arkansas Historic Preservation P r o p m  
Stat or Federal agency and bureau 

In myqnnion. the property meas docs not meet h e  Natmml Register criteria. (h See Continuation sheet for additional 
-.I 

Signature of cenifying off3ciaLTitle Date 

Staw or Fedem1 agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certiffcation 
I hereby cert~& that thepmpeny is: Signamre of h e  Keeper Date of Action 

n entered in ~ h c  National Raiser. - ,+ 

See coniinuation shcet 
detcrrainad eligible for the 

National Rqiaw. 
See conilnuation ohm 

[7 determined no! e l i ~ i b l e  lor the 
National ~eg is i& .  

[3 moved from thc National 
Register. 

other, (explain:) 
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5. Classification 

r 9wnersbip of Property Categop of Property Number of Resources within Property 
;heck as many b x e s  as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in count.) 

private 

public-lmal 
public-State 

district 
site 

Contributing Noncontributing 

C] public-Federal structure sites 

object structures 

Name of related rnnltip~e property listing Number of Contributing resources previousiy listed 
(Enter"h'ti4" if property is not pan of a mukipb pmpmy listing.) in the National Register 

NIA 

6. Function or Use 

Ebtoric Functions 
(Enter categories kom instructions) 

EDUC ATlONlelernentary scho 01 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories frorn instructions) 

VACANT 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification Materials 
(Enter categories from insmctions) (Enter carego& from ins~rctions) 

OTHERfpIain traditional foundation CONCRETE 
walls BRTCK 

roof ASPHALT 

other 

Narrative Description 
(Dwribe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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QpplkabIe National Register Criteria Levels of Significance (lomi. state. mtiml) 
Mark 'k" In ow or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property local 

"for National Reg~ster listing.) 

[XJ A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
slgmficant in our past. 

C Property embdies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of consbuction or 
represents the work of a master, or pussesses 
high artistic values, or represents a siaficant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
inhvidual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
infomation important in prehstory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in aU the boxes that apply.) 

Propercy is: 
A owned by a religious institution or used for 

r religious purposes. 

'-a B. removed from its original location. 

C. binhplaee or grave of a historical figure of outstanding 
importance, 

D scemetery. 

Areas of Significance ( E m  categories from instructions) 
EDUCATION 

Period of Significance 
1936-1956 

Significant Dates 

Significant Person (Complere if Criterion B is markad) 

Cdtaral Aff f ia t i~t~  (Complete if W o n  D is marked) 

E a reconstructed building, abject, or structure. 

0 F a comemorative property 

G less than 50 years of age or achiwed significance 
wirhin the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement OF Significance 
{Expla~n the sigmficanct of the propatyon om or more comirmation she*s.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography 
(C~te B e  h k s ,  ~icles,  and otbusourca u d  in preparing this form on me or more continuation sheas.) 

Previous documentation on file PPS): 
prelimnary determination of md~vidual listing (36 
CFR 67) h been requested 
previously listed: in the National Register 
Previously determined eligible by the National 
Regisrer 

3 desi-gated n National Historic Landmark a recorded by Historic America Buildings Survey 
P 

Q recorded by Historic American Engineering 
R m r d  Y 

Primary location of additional data: 
State Historic Presenlation Office 
Other State Agency 
Federal Agency 
Local Go~w-ment  
Universiry 
Other 

Name of repository: 
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Same of Propcn! County snd State 

10. Ceo~ra~h iea l  Data 

'kcreage of Property Less than one. 
e 

UTM References 
(Place additional LTM referemem on a cmtinuarion sheet.) 

1 15 701515 390008 1 
Zone b i n g  Korthlng 

2 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Descnk tke boundaries ofthe pmperty on a codnw~ion s k )  

Boundary Justification 
(Explaln why the boundans awe dected on a continuadon shes.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

nameftitlt Elizabeth A. James, National Register Historian 
organization Arkansas Historic Prweivation Program date Apnl7,2006 
street & number 1500 Tower Building, 323 Cenrer Street telephone 50 1-324-9789 

city or town Little Rock state AR zip code 72201 

Additional Documentation 
Sub~nlt ihe f i ~ l l n w ~ n ~  tir;nc r~lt: t?e completed form: 

t 
:ontinuation Sheets 

Ti 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or I5 minute series) indicating the property's location 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
( C k k  with the S W O  or FPO for atry additional items.) 

(Complctc rhrs item at the: request of SHPO or FPO.) 

name County of Cross 

street Br number 705 E. Uni~n,  Room 4 telephone 870-23 8-5750 

city or town W p e  - state AR zip code 72396 

Papemork Mucllon Art Statement: This infomation is being colltcttd for applications to the Narional Regismof Historic Places to nominate propmi= far 
lrntng or detcrminc clig~bility for listing, to llsr pmperties, and to amend exist~ng listing. Response to rbjs requd is~qu~red to obtam a benefit ~q accordance with 
the Yatiml H!noric Presmarion Act. as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.)  

h t b r d  Burden Statement: Public reporting burden forthis form is estimatd to average 18.1 huurs perresponse inchding time for witwing instructions. 
athcnng and malntaimng daw and wnphleting and reviewing &e f m .  Drmt comments q a d i n g t h s  burden estimate nr any aspect of this form to the Chief, 
~dm~nistrative Smiccs Divis~on, National Park Service, P. 0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 10013-7177; and the Ofice oFMmgement and Budget, Paperwork 

;-rleducoons Projects ( 1024-001 R), Washington. DC 20303 
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SuMB'lARY 
The South Elementary School building is a single-story, T-plan structure located at the 
corner of Union and Mississippi Streets in Wynne, Cross County, Arkansas. It was built 
circa 1936 in a pIain traditional style. The school building is brick and rests on n raised 
basement. A central gabled porch dominates the front elevation. "The h n t  elevation faces 
north and measures ninety feet across. The east and west elevations of this wing measure 
forty feet. The rear 'Thmeasvres forty by fifty feet. The school building is located 
within the city limits of Wynne on the grounds of the Cross County Courthouse complex. 

ELABORATION 
AIE elevations of the school are brick. The building has a main rectangular section and a 
secondary rectangular section in the rear creating a 'T' shaped plm. The school has all of 
its original metal frame windows in place. The building is capped with a hip mof 
sheathed in asphalt shingles. 11 faces north onto Union Street. 

NorthlFront Elevation 
Five concrete steps lead up to a tend concrete landing and gabled porch where two 
double glass doors with a glass transom and sidelights lead into a small reception area. 
From there, two six-light French doors with threelight sidelights and a transom lead from 
the reception area into the main foyer. The front elevation features eight windows. 
There are four windows on each side of the central porch. The windows are fixed metaI 
frame units with twelve separate glass panes. The center bottom pane is hinged to allow 
ventilation. Windows throughout the building are identical, and all have plywood 
covering the top half of the window on the exterior. Inside there are dropped ceilings 
which is masked on the outside by the installation of the plywood sheet. 

East Elevation 
The east elevation is mainly a solid brick wall. The east wall of the h n t  section has only 
one window at its south end, This window looked into what was originally a restroom. 
There is a triangular gabled vent in the roof centered on this section of the wall, At this 
point the east elevation steps back to the rear 'T' section of the building. The east wall of 
the 'T' has four windows and a door at the southernmost end. A handicap ramp has been 

. . installed for access at this door. 
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South Elevation 
The south elevation of this building is wmprised of the south side of the 'T' and the 
south side of the main portion of the building on either side of the 'T.' The walls all 
along the south side are blank brick walls. There are no openings on the south side. 
There is a triangular vent in the roof centered on the south side of the building. 

West Elevation 
The west elevation is nearly identical to the east elevation. It is mainly a solid brick wall. 

r The west wall of the front section has only one window at its south end, This window 
looked into what was originally a restroom. There is a triangular gabled vent in the roof 
centered on this section of the wall. At this point the west elevation steps back to the rear 
'T' section of the building. The west wall of the 'T' has four windows and a door at the 
notthemmost end reached by a set of steps. 

Interior 
The original floor plan of the building contained four very large classrooms, two 
cloakrooms and girls and boys restroams which all Fed off symmetrically from the foyer. 
Each classroom had its own exit to the outside but two of the doors on the north elevation 
were bricked-in presumably for security reasons when the building became the Mental 
HeaIth Center in 1971. The original moms are intact but several walls have been added 
dividing the large rooms into small offices which were used by the staff of the Mental 
Health Center from January 1971 to October 2005. All ceilings have been lowered with 
the exception of one bathroom and storage closets. Original maple hardwood flooring is 
visible in storage areas. Carpeting has been placed over the hardwoods in the foyer and 
office areas in the two front c l a s s m s ,  Linoleum covers most of the back two rooms 
but is coming up in some spots revealing the hardwood underneath. 

There is a basement which is accessed from outside stairs on the least elevation. The 
basement houses the original boiler furnace which provided steam heat to the radiators in 
the ~Iassrooms. There is a coal chute near the steps that Iead into the basement. "The 
radiators have been removed from the building probably in the 1970s, and four furnaces 

- instalIsd. 
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lir;TEGRITX"Y 
South Elementary School remains a very sound structure just as it did circa 1936. The 
shingles of the hip roof of the school have been replaced with compatible roofing. The 
South Elmmtary School remains in its original location and has swstained minimal 
exterior alterations. An awning has been attached to the front gable over the front double 
doors that lead into the buiIding. Two original doorways on the front, or north, elevation 
were bricked-in circa 1970. Another awning is hung over a single-leaf door on the east 
elevation of the rear wing. This door sewed as an exit for a classroom as did the single- 

t leaf door on the west elevation of the rear wing. Both of these doors were originally 
reached by concrete steps but a handicap ramp and railings have replaced the steps of the 
east door. T h e  building retains all of its eighteen original windows which measure five 
feet wide and about eight and a half feet in height. It is not known when the front glass 
doors were installed but they are not original. 
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SUMMARY 
South Elementary School is being nominated to the National Regsister of Historic Places 
with under Criterion A with local significance for its association with Sew Deal 
construction and earIy education in Wynne. This school was part of an early school 
complex in Wynne which included a two ether classroom buildings and athletic facilities. 
South Elementary School is the enIy remaining structure from the original campus and is 
an important piece of the city's history. 

ELABORATION 
-, Prior to the construction of the South Elementary School classes were being held in 

overcrowd& buildings built in 1906 and 7 928. The population of Wynne had 
dramatically increased as had the school enrollment. Wynne was a railroad town and was 
a junction for tracks running north and south and east and west. Wynne became the 
county scat in 1903. 

The first school building built on the property was completed in 1906. This building 
consisted of seven large classrooms that housed students in 1 st-8th grade and had an 
auditorium with a capacity for 400. By 19 15 the mlIrnent  had increased to the point 
that there was a need for more classrooms and additional grades. As a result, new 
additions were added to the west and east ends of the building and classes were now 
offered for grades 1 st-12th. The rural schools on1 y offered to teach through the 8th grade 
causing many of their students to go to Wynne to complete their high school education. 
By 1928 the enroElment had once again outgrown its space and a new grammar school 
building was built as well as a gymnasium. 

The population of Wynne continued to grow as did the school enrollment. Due to large 
class sizes two sessions were held for some gradm with half attending in the morning and 
half in the afternoon. During this time Cross County was suffering effects of the Great 
Depression dong with the rest of the nation. They did not have the funding needed for 
new classrooms. The creation of the PWA program was their saIvation and a new four 
classroom building was built circa 1936. This new building became known as South 
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Elementary and housed the 3rd and 4th grades classes for many years and eventually 
became the 2nd grade building. The first teachers were Miss Bobbie Smith and Miss 
Lucile Kernodle who both taught 3d grade and Miss Elaine Smith and Leola Hamilton 
who taught 4'"ade. The old gramrnar school became the 1st and 2nd grade building. 
The South Elementary School buildings functioned as a school until circa 1970 and is the 
only surviving school building at this campus. 

Mrs. Lucile (Kmodle) McGuire who taught the first yeat the school opened said classes 
began with the 1937-1 938 school year. Mrs. McGuire, who still lives in Wynne, says she 
was single when she began to teach at the new school. Cress County marriage r m d s  
show that LuciEe Kernodle married Sam McGuire on June 1 8, 1938, so this would 
corroborate that the school was opened at least by fall of 2937. 

The February 1,1968, issue of the Wynne Progress rleported that the building was built in 
the early 1 930s with BWA funds and the other buildings were built in the 1920s. Another 
news article in the Wynne Progress dated June 27, 1968, also mentions the building being 
built in the 1930s with PWA funds, 

A fire occurred around a fiunace in the basement of the building on January 5,1942. The 
January 6, 1 942, issue of The Wynne Daily Star-Progress recorded the temperature on 
the night of the f ie  to be four degrees. The same newspaper reported that the school 
building was the newest structure on the school campus having been finished only three 
years ago. 

Issues of the Wynne Daily Star-Progress dated January 6, 1 942, and Jmuary 9, 1 942, 
claimed that the interior was "practically destroyed but the brick veneer walls were still 
standing". An interview with Mrs. Lucile (Kernodle) McGuire who was teaching at that 
time said most of h e  fire damage was contained to the basement but the classrooms 
suffered h m  smoke and water damage. She said they used the same textbooks which 
never lost the smell of smoke. The newspaper reported that most desks were carried from 

I 

the building before being damaged. 
e 
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Makeshift classrooms were setup in the Wynne High School Auditorium while repairs 
were being made. Two classrooms were setup in the balcony and two in the north half of 
the main floor. Classes rmnvensd in the building in the fall of 1942. 

Carol Lou Eldridge, who taught during the 1960s, pointed out the sycamore tree that still stands in the 
front and said they used to read stories to the chiIdren under the tree. A former student, Jim Thwing, 
told of some &Is seeing someone threw sheets out of the jail in an attempt to escape. The jail was on 
the top flm of the courthouse which was next door to the school. Mrs. Eldridge also said that the 
prisoners would call down from the jail to the students during recess. Another story Mrs. Eldridge 

I recaIled was the day the school bell was stuck and wou1dntt stop ringing. She said the principal, Mr. 
-, Afton Bradshaw, threw his shoe at the bell trying to make it stop ringing but the shoe went though the 

glass transom over the front door. 

During the 1950s and 1960s bond issues were pass4 which provided funding to replace 
aging school buildings at the Sou& Complex and Childress Campus. A 1949 bond issue 
was used to construct a new W p e  High School on Jackson SW and the Chjldress 
High School on "FYtreet and to purchase land for both sites. The school system was 
segregated until 1968 so there were separate campuses for Blacks and Whites. A 1958 
bond i m e  was used to consttuct the Childress Elementary School on ''E" Street, the 
Childra Gymnasium- Audi torium, the Wynne Junior High School on LC Anguille Street, 
the school shops and to remodel the South Gymnasium into a cafeteria and storage 
building. A1 962 bond issue was used to build the North Elementary School on Bridges 
Street. The new North Elementary School housed grades 3-6. The former 3d & 4th grade 
building became the 2"d Grade Building and the former 1"' & 2nd Grade Building became 
the 1 '' Grade Building. 

The County of Cress purchased the South Complex property h r n  the Wynne School 
District #9 in 1968 for purposes of constructing a new county courthouse. The school 
property adjoined the land of the current courthouse. The only school building still in use 
on the South School Complex at the time of the sale was South Elementary School. All 
other buildings were tom down as bond issues were passed and newr buildings built. 
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A Mental Health Clinic moved into the South Elementary School building in January 
2971. The large northwest classmom was remodeled to provide a waiting room, four 
doctors' offices and one conference room. The remodeling was a joint project of the 
County and the Clinic with the County providing materials and the agency labor. An 
interview with Ida H a s  who worked at the Mental Health Clinic for 20 years says she 
remembers the three unused classrooms as being dark and spooky. She said the building 
was very cold and drafty until the glass doors were added to the fiont entrance. Mrs. 
Hess also stated that there were beautiful hardwood floors underneath the carpeting. 

I" Over the years the Clinic gradually remodeled the other three classrom. ,Mrs. H a s  also 
stated that the Clinic originally wanted to put the handicap tamp at the h n t  door but she 
convinced them to add it to the reat door where there would be space for handicap 
parking. 

Future plans are for the building to be used as a County History Museum that wiIE serve 
all communities in Cross County. In October 2005 h e  county gave the Cross County 
Historical Society, Inc. use of the building rent free. Restoration af the interior will be 
performed in phases as funding becomes available. The lowered ceilings, carpeting and 
Iinolmm flooring will be removed and also some of the added waIls. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
South Elementary School is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places 
with under Criterion A with local significance for its association with New Deal 
construction and early education in IVyme. This school was part of an early school 
complex in Wynne which included a two other classroom buildings and athletic facilities. 
South E lementa~~  School is the only remaining structure from the original campus and is 
an important piece of the city's history. 
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Warranty Deed dated September 1 0,190 1, Deed Book 7, pages 299-300 

L904 Plat of Anna Block Addition 

"Grade School Building Here Practically Destroyed by Firen Wvnne Dailv Star-Progress, 
January 6 ,  1942, pp. 1,4 

"Grade School Reopens Here" Dailvmuary 9,1942 
I 

"Preliminary Plans for Courthouse Expected Soon" W w e  Psoaess, June 1 5,1967, p. 1 

"Voters Overwhelmingly Approve Construction of New Courthouse" W w e  Proeras, 
October 5 ,  1 967, p. 1 

"Wynne School Board Will Submit Big Building Program to Voters'" 
December 14, 1 967, p. 1 

'New Primary Building Needed to Keep Up With Wynne's Growth" Wwne Promess, 
Feb 1, 1968, Ssc.1,gp. 1, 7 

"City Abandons Two Street Unes Across Courthouse Site" Wwne Promess, April 4, 
1968, p. 1 

"Courthouse Bids Will Be Opened June 12th" Wrane Progress, May 1 6,1968, p. I 

"$544,500 is Low Bid on New Courthouse'' W m  Progress, June 13,1968, p. I 

""Pan for Desegregation of Wynne School District" Wvnne Promess, June 27, E 968, Sec. 
2, p. 1 

"Proposed Primary Building, Wynne School District" Wvnne Prowess, January 23, 1969, 
P a  1 
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"Amount of Proposed Bond Issue for the Wynne School District" Wvnne Promess, Feb 
20, 1969, p.5 

"Mental ReaIth Clinic Opens  Here Friday" Wynne Prowess, January 7, 1 971, p. 1 

"Mental Health Clinic Opens in New Home" L V m e  Prowess, Januaty 14, 1971, p. 1 

1968 Warranty Deed, Book 166, page 556 

Letter from Shaver & Shaver Law Offices to Judge Stanley Sulcer, May 6,1968 

Letter from 1st National Bank of Little Rock to Shaver & Shaver Attorneys, May 23, 
1968 

Letter From W y e  Public Schools to Union Planters Natl Bank & Trust, May 24, 1968 

Letter from Wynne Public Schools to First Nat" lank of Little Rock, May 24, 1968 

Letter from Wynne Public Schools to Union Planters NatY Bank, July 8,1968 

Lucile (Kernodle) McGuire, 908 E Poplar, Wynne, AR 72396, Ph: 870-238-2685, 
Personal Interview 

Ida (Wright} Hess, 53 1 Hmy 64 Wynne, AR 72396, Ph: 870-697-2514, Personal 
Interview 

Carol Lou Eldridge, 120 W Third St, Wynne, AR 72396, Ph: 870-238-2254, Personal 
Interview 

Julia (Carter) Gardner, 1 208 Marion Dr. Wyme, AR 72396, Ph: 870-23 8-3482, Personal 
Intenriew 
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LEGAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Block One (1 $; Lot One (I) in Anna Block Addition to the City of Wyme, Arkansas, 
T7N, R3E, Section 2 1. 

BOL;rNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

This boundary includes a11 land historically associated with South Elementary School. 














