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8.  Statement of Significance 
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within the past 50 years. 
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Summary 
I 
I 

The Concord School House is a one-room, front facing gable structure. It sits on n concrete block foundation 
clad with a random, local stone veneer. The building is symmetrical with three fenestrations on the north and 
south s i d a  and one each in the east and west elevations. The school was originally a board and batten school 
with Adamesque architectural influence. Approximate1 y 19 10, the exterior was renovated to reflect newer, 
popular architectural styles and give the school an added sense of prosperity. The school building was 
restored in 2002 after being moved. Restoration included repair of lap siding and restoration of the interior. 

Elaboration 

The building is a typical one-room school house common in many Arkansas communities prior to 1900. The 
building is a simple timber frame smcture with a front facing, gable roof. Zt is believed, though there is no 
written documentation that it was built by George W. Masters, John W. Edwards, and other local residents. 

The school was built approximately 1886 en land owned by George W. Masters. Oak timbers and pine 
boards cut at Henry Williams nearby sawmill were used to construct the school. A 1 901 photograph shows 
that the plain traditional, one-room school was originally board and batten with triangular, psdirnented 
windows in an Adamague or Georgian style (see Figure I ,  page 1 1-11. The building was fenestrated with 
four-over- four wi ndours. 

Approximately 191 0, as the Colonial Revival style of architecture was becoming increasingly popuIar the 
schooI was renovated. The battens were removed from the siding along with the pediments above the 
windows, and lap siding was applied directly to the original b o d s .  The school house lost its few 
Adamesque details in favor of simple wooden lintels. 

The original roof was covered in hand hewn, White Oak shingles. At an unknown point that original roof 
was clad in cormgatled steel. During restoration in 2002, a new cormgal-ed steel roof was placed on the 
structure. Years of deferred maintenance caused loss of lap siding in several places, particularly along the 
lower walls. Replacement siding of similar dimension, wood, md finish was purchased from a local 
archtectural salvage facility. The loss of the lap siding revealed the boards of the orignal siding. IVhile the 
190 1 photograph sho~irs an unpainted building, the existing lap siding had several l a y m  of white paint, 
Therefore in 2002, the building was again painted white. The origrnal four-over-four, wooden sash windows 
remain. 

Additionally during the 2002 renovations a new concrete block foundation was built under the school. This 
concrete block was then covered in a random stone veneer. The orienal continuous stone foundation was 
removed as a result of the school building being m o d  from its original location. 
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East ElevationlRear 

The east elevation as the school now sits is clad in lap siding. This elevation is fenestrated by one wooden 
sash, fow-over-four, double-hung windew. The window is centered in the elevation and the lap siding is 
Garrid into the end-facing gable. 

ahis elevation was heavily repaired during the restoration in 2002. The sills under this elevation failed due 
to extensive rot which nccessitntcd construction of new sills on site. 

The north elevation is fenestrated by three double-hung, four-over-four windows. These windows are placed 
s ~ e ~ c a l l y  in the favade. There was little loss of siding en this elevation and the lap siding r ises directly 
to the roof line. 

West EIevationlFront 

A paneled entry door was placed symmetrically in the elevation under the end facing gable, The lap siding 
rises unintmpted through the gable to the roof. 

South ElevationlSide 

The south elevation is fenestrated by three double-hung four-over-four windows. These windows are placed 
symmetricalIy In the faqade. There was little loss of siding on this elevation and the lap siding rises directly 
to the roof line. 

Integrity 

In 2002, the Concord School was removed from its original location and moved approximateEy 2.5 milcs to 
its current location, The school was offered for free to anyone who would undertake moving &e structure. 
This was necessary to make way far the new Concord Rural Fire Station building on the school's orignal 
site. The Gene Masters Living Trust removed the building to Mlton W. Masters family property and 
undertook restoration of the structure. 

1 
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Moving the structure caused very little loss of historic features. The primary loss rvas the original continuws, 
stacked stone foundation. After movement Its the new site, the building was placed on a concrete block 
foundation. TRe new foundation maintained the same height profile sf  the original foundation and the new 
foundation was given a random stone veneer reflecting the original continuous stone foundation. 

I 
I There were no exterior architectural or structural features lost by moving the property. As was noted 

preYiousIy, the sills on the east elevation of the school failed during the move, This failure allowed far 
separation of the east elevation wall h m  the north and south elevations. Kew sills were constructed onsite 
and the separation repaired. 

As a rural school building, little investment was made in a formal Iandscape and any landscape formed hy 
community use of the structure was lost in the fifty-four years that the structure and landscape was 
abandoned. Therefore moving the building to a new property caused no Ioss of historic landscape as the 
integrity of the landscape from the building's period of significance was already compromised. 

Admittedly, in moving the building its association with Keel's Creek and the Keel's Creek valley was 
compromised. It is also possible that potential associated archaeological deposits were lost. However, by 
moving the school, the most tangible cultural material was saved for the community. Given that the prop* 
was slated for redevelopment, and was in-fact redeveloped, potential archaeological deposits have now been 
disturbed and or lost making the moved property even more significant for understanding the history of m l  
education. It is unknown if there were any outbuildings associated with the p r o p q  during its period of 
significance. By the time the property was moved in 2002, there were no extant outbuildings or any ruins of 
outbuildings evident on the original school site. 

The Concord School was moved approximately fifty-four years after the end of its period of significance. 
George W. Masters d i d  in 1 91 2. The schooI was sold to private land owners not associated with the 
Masters family in 1948. After being sold in 1948, there was no c u m u n i t y  use of  the property and the land 
orvner de facto abandoned the property, using it for a time as agicuIturaE storage. When the Masters Family 
Living Trust obtained the structure and moved it to its current location they return& the school to properry 
with a Masters family association; the nmr location being the Iand of Milton W. Masters, the son of George 
W. Masters. Restoration of the school at the new location maintained the architecmral value, the integrity of 
design, materials, feeling, and re-estzblished association. 

As has beendiscussed, yearsofneglectcaused ~ossof~apsidinginseverdplacespatticdarlyalongthe1ower 
walls. Replacement siding of similar dimension and finish was purchased from a locnl architectural salvage 
company and in NO small instances fabricated at a local sawmill to match existing siding. 
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The siding used to replace lost or damaged siding was painstakingly cut and then re-cut to reflect Zlre hand- 
hewn original siding. 

The largest replacement of siding was on the west side of the structure where several linear feet of siding was 
replaced. The original four-over-four, wooden sash windows remain. The replacement of the roof with 
corrugated steel is in keeping with the corngated steel which it zeplacd. 

The interior of the school i s  intact- Use of the structure for the storage of hay and illicit activities had mind  
the original floor with significant loss of material. As with the exterior lap siding, the replacement pine floor 
was purchased from a local architectural salvage company. The replacement floor was all one floor kom a 
building of the same age as the Concord School. Painted chalk boards on three of the interior walls were 
refurbished in the 2002 restoration. The original wood burning stove was repurchased tiom private 
wnership, restored and replaced in the smcme. 

?*here is one other school nearby from the same period, that being the Winona Church and School (CR108 I, 
NR Iisted 611 51 1 991). Built circa 1 893, Winona served as the school buiIding for School District $62, a 
neighboring district to the Con& School district. This one-room school, like the Concord School, served 
the larger community as both a center for religious education and for secular education as well as community 
gatherings. Winona Church and School is a wood framed, vernacular interpretation of a simplified Greek 
Revival style of architecture. Like the Concord School, the Winona Church and School is a one-room, 
rectangular structure with four-over-four, double-hung windows. Winona sits on its original foundation- 
partially continuous, partially piers-at the foot of a hill approximately five air-miles south of the Concord 
School. It too is a gable roofed, lap siding clad structure. Unlike the Concord School, Winona was used 
primarily as a church and featured two entrances on its eas tan  elevation. Winona Church and School also 
had a belfry that was removed prior to listing on the Kational Register of Historic Places and the Winona 
School has a modern, asphalt shingle roof. As an example of the one-room school, the Concord School 
building sewes as a better example than the Winona Church and School, the latter being a better example of 
the country church in Arkansas. 

The Concord School is now used by the Mastas Family Living Trust for public activities such as weddings, 
family reunions, local historical society events, boy scant and girl scout events, musical performances, etc. 
Returned to Iand owned by the Masters family and returned to  its role as a center for community activities, 
the building regains its association as a vital cornunity center. The new location for the school is ody two 
miles from the original location in an area still largely isolated and rural, the building retains the feeling that 

- it had during its period of significance. The building maintains outstanding architectural value and integrity 
of d ~ i g n .  



Concord School House Carroll County, Arkansas 
Name of Propsty  County and Slate 

United States Department of the Interior 
' Yational Park Senrice 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 8 Page 1 

Summary 

The Concord School House, also known as the West Concord School No. 48: is being nominated to the 
National Register of Historic Places wj th local significance under Criteria C as a good example of the 
vernacular, oneroom schooIhouse in Eureka Springs. It is also being submitted with Criteria 
Consideration B as a moved property. 

Elaboration 

George W. Masters brought his large family to C m l l  County in 1884, building a log cabin overlooking 
Keel's Creek. The land Masters claimed is listed in Carroll County Land Patens; "a homestead original, 
99.050 acres, in the SWfNUT and NiWSW quarters of Section 30, Township 20 North, Range 25 West." He 
is listed on the 1890 Reconstructed Tax Census of Cmoll County as living in Winona Township, School 
District 48. A Minister of the Gospel, Masters was a circuit-rider for the United Brethren denomination. 
Keenly aware o f  social and humanitarian ueeds, he led other neighbors to seek establishment of a school for 
all their children. Masters succeeded in his bid for a school in 1885, and he and his neighbors set about 
building a school house on land donated by G. W. Masters. 

The name for the new school was chosen as Concord. When the County C o w  authorized a school district 
for the purpose of levying property taxes to provide funds for school purposes, the COW designated it West 
Concord because a district near the Eastern boundary of Carroll County had already been entered as 
"Concord.'" The school smed a largely m l  farming and Iogging community. The Masters family lived 
only a hundred yards from the school but many of the children who attended the schml lived farther away, 
some as many as two and half miles, as there was no West Concord town. 

Milton +Masters, son of George W., remembered growing up near the school and his stories are related in a 
Currol! County Hisiorical Quarrerly article. The teacher at the school in 1901 was Edwin Price and school 
was held three to six months a year, Not unlike many rural schools, Edwin Price" tenure was short and he 
was replaced by Alice Gentry who s m e d  for many years as teacher at the Concord School. 

In 1886, the year the Concord School was constructed, the Carroll County Court reported that there were 
5,945 white children in the county and thirty-five black children, Of these white children 3,195 (fifty-four 
percent) attended school, as too did twenty-one (sixty percent) of the black children. It must be noted that 
only forty-one of seventy-two school districts reported; of those forty-one only thirty-six had their owm 
school building. 
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The quality of local schools was cIosely connected to the success of local farmers and residents. Supported 
by local property taxes, many school districts across the Qzarks were consistently underfunded. This lack of 
funding often resulted in short tenure by teaching staff who left f o seek new opportunities and increased 
salaries. Though it is remembered that Alice Gentry served fur many years at the Concord School, there were 
several other teachers who served interim terms. Those who attended the Concord School remember 
receiving what they felt was a quality education, though many only attended for six or eight years, 

In addition to being the local school, Concord was the center of the community activities. Pie socials, 
visiting lecturers,.political rallies, and religious gatherings all occurred at the school. Like many school 
houses in the Ozarks, the school building served as the church for multiple denominations. George C. 
Masters was the circuit pastor for the United Brethren Church but the structure was also used by the local 
Baptist congregation as well. It was the location of the local voting precinct as well. 

The Ozarks as a region went through a great deal of change in the twenty years between 1920 and T 940. 
hrgely a period of declining population numbers, the financial successes of other parts of the country 
bypassed many of the isolated, mral Ozark communities. The declining populations, n result of families 
leaving in search of better livings, led to decreased tax revenues and a downturn in the prosperity of many 
Ozark schools. The period between 1920 and 1940 was also a period of great change in school legislation in 
Arkansas. 

Beginning in 1927, the Arkansas Board of Education sought to standardize curriculum and in 1928 
dewloped a plan for school consolidation. The result was a gradual reduction in the number of schools and 
school districts. Finally in 1948, the Concord School was forced, through state legislation, to consolidate. 
After consolidation in 1948, the County Court ordered the now abandoned school houses and tracts af land 
on which they stood, sold by the County School Board at Sheriffs sales to highest bidder. The propeq 
became prjvately owned and unused for many years. At one point the Concord School was used for storage 
of hay bales, 

Kot unlike George W. Masters a century earlier, the last owners determined to donate the site of the school 
house to fulfill a community need. The IVestm District Rural Fire Association headed by the Eureka 
Springs Fire Department planned to build a mral fire sration and the original location of the school was 
excellent for their purpose. The station house was subsequently built and was named Concord Rural Fire 
Station. 
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The school was offered free to anyone v;ho would move the building. Masters family descendents, recently 
returned to the old family homestead, removd the building to their property. By mad the reloeation was a 
move o f  some two or three miles, but geogaphically the school house presently stands on Masters family 
land at the top of the same mountain near the original site. 

I The Concord School was moved approximately fifty-four years after the end of its use as a school. Gmrgc 
W. Masters died in 1912. The school was sold to private land owners not associated with the Mastm family 
in 1945. After being sold in 1948, there was no comurr i ty  use of the propcrty and the land owner de facto 
abandoned the property, using it for a time as agricultural storage. When the ,Wasters Family Liting Trust 
obtained the structure and moved it to its current location they returned the school to property with a Masters 
family association; the new location being the land of Milton U'. Masters, the son of George W. Masters. 
Restoration of the schooI at the new location maintained the architectural value, the integrity of design, 
materials, feeling, and re-established association. 

Moving the structure caused very little loss of historic features. The primary loss was the original continuous, 
stacked stone foundation. After movement to the new site, the building was placed an a concrete block 
foundation. The new foundation maintained the same height profile of the original foundation and the new 
foundation was given a random stone veneer reflecting the original continuous stone foundation. 

Aside &om the original foundation there *)ere no exterior architectural or structural features lost by moving 
the property. As was noted previously, the sills on the east elevation sf the school fail& during the move. 
This failure allowed for separation of the east elevation wall fmm the north and south elevations, Kew sills 
were constructed onsite and the separation repaired. 

As a rural school building, little investment was made in a formal landscape and any landscape features 
directly associated with community use of the smctzlrre were lost in the frfty-four years that the structure and 
landscape was abandoned. Therefore moving the building to a new property caused no loss of historic 
landscape as the integrity from the building's period of significance was already compromisd. Et should be 
noted however, that the orignal Iocation of the school was at the foot of a hill very near a ford of Keel's 
Creek an County Road 302. A? the junction of County Roads 329 and 302, the school served the small 
agricultural population of the Keel's Creek valley. The school building faced east-it now faces northwest- 
and the schooE now sits approximately 200 feet bigher than it's original location. 
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Admittedly, in moving the building i t s  association with Keel's Creek and the Keel's Creek valley was 
compromised. It is also possible that potential associated nrchaeological deposits were last. However, by 
moving the school, the most tangible cultural material was saved for the community. Given that the property 
was slated for redevelopment, and was in-fact redeveIoped, potential archaeological deposits have now been 
disturbed and or lost making the moved property even more significant for understanding the history of rural 
education. It is unknown if there were any outbuildings associated with the property during its period of 
significance, By the time the property was moved in 2002, there were no extant outbuildings or any ruins of 
autbuildings evident on the original school site. 

The restored Concord School House, conveniently located far accessibility, has already served as a venue for 
many types of functions. It is in regular scheduled use as a nostalgic wedding chapel, Elderhostel goups, 
public programs and events with historical re-enactors, or presenting music frrrm country to chamber 
ensemble, fund-raisers such as pie suppers for charitable causes, clubs such as Model T owners from a m s s  
the region, school and other youth groups, and more. Future plans include efforts to organize a "one room 
school house" educational pmjmt patterned after those instigated by historical societies in our region. 

Statement of Significance 

The Conwrd School House, also h o w n  as the West Can~ord School No. 48, is one of the better examples of  
being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places with local significance under Criteria C as a 
g a d  example of the vernacular, one-room schoolhouse in Eureka Springs. It is also being submitted with 
Criteria Consideration B as a moved property. 
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I 1 VerbaI Boundary Description 

A part of the W '/z of the h'E 5 of the SE % of the NSlr ?4 of Section 19, Township 20 h'orth, Range 25 
West, Carroll County, Arkansas, containing 3.23 acres. 

Boundary Justification 

This boundary includes all the land noup associated with the Cancord School House. 
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Historic Photographs 

Figure 1 : Concord School. Photograph taken about 190 1. This photograph shows the building 
prior to the c. 19 10 renovations, note board and batten siding md triangular pediments above the 
windows, Courtesy, rVusrers Family Living Trust.. 


















