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historic name QuEgleyls Castle 

other narnes!site number CR2426 

- . ..- 

2. Location 

street & number 274 Qoigtcy's Castle Road nor for publication 

city or town Eureka Springs IXj vicinity 

state Arkansas code AR county Carroll code 015 zip code 72632 

I 4 s  the deslyated authority under the Kational Historic Pawation Am as amcndtd. I hertbycenjh. ha thic @ nerninatimr 
;';at for drkminarion of rligibil~~y ~neeU; the documentation standards for regisztring pmparies in the National Rcgis~er ofHistwic 
.am md rncers the procedural and prof&irrnaE requirements set for in 36 Ci-R part 60. I n  my opinion, the prOpCRy meets 0 

dpcs not mcer the National Register criteria, I recommend !hat this p m p r ~ y  bc m i d e r e d  significant 

Signalure ot'ccri~c,ing 

Stare or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion. the property mcm U dues not meet the Naional Register criterra (n Sre Con!invation shea fw additional 
c o m a )  

Signature af c~Mifjing orticin~irlr. Date 

State or Federal agency nnd burtnu 

4. National Park Service Certificstian 

F hereby cerf~fvthat the prnffm is: Slgnature of lhc K ~ v r  Date of Actma 
. . 

entcid in thc Nalionnl Register. 
[7 See continuation sheet 
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5. Classificaf ion 

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number af Reseurces; within Property 
{C'hcck ns many bones as apply) (Check only one box) [Do riot illdude pteviollsly listed resources, In count.) 

private 

public-local 
0 public-State 

public-Federa l 

building(s) 
district 

C]; s i ~ e  

structure 

object 

Contributing Noncontributing 

2 1 buildings 

1 sites 

2  structure^ 

objects 

2 -. 
J Total 

Xarne of  related multiple property listing Number of Contributing resources previously listed 
(Enter "WA" if pmpcny IS tlut part ofa  multiple property I ~ s ~ i n s )  in the National Register 

Historic Functions 
[Enter cntcgorrrs imm im~mctio~~s) 

Current Fwnrtioas 
P n r a  categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIClsingle dwelling DOMESTIC/single dwelling 

L ANDSCAPWgarden RECREATION AND CULTURE!rnuseum, work of art 

7. Description 

Architecf oral Classification 
(Enfcrca~egories frcm imtrrraions) 

Materials 
(Enter catc~orix f'mm instmcrions) 

foundation Concrete 

uaIls Stone, rock 

roof Aluminum 

other Wood, glass 

Narmtive Description 
(Dcsaibe !he historrc and c t ~ m n l  condition ofthe property on orre or nmrc contint~arion sheen.) 
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8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria Levels of Significance (local, slate. national) 
'.rk -x" in o~le or mure boxes for rhc crittr~n quallfyng the propew L O C ~  

dona1 Rtgista lisling.) 

A Property is associated with events that hare rnnde 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns o f  Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
our hisrory. 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

@ C Propew embodies the distinctive characteristics 

af a type, period, or method of constsuction or 
represents the work of a master, OF possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a ssigmificanr and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinaion. 

D Property has yielded, or is Iikely to yield, 
information imponant in prehisto~ or histgry. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "s" in dl the boxcs Lhar apply.) 

Property is: 
A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

B m o w d  from its original location. 

C. birthplace or grave o f  a historical figure o f  outstanding 
impomnee. 

Q D a cemctety. 

Architecture 

Period or Significance 
1943 

Significant Dates 
3 943 

Significant Person (Cornplflc EfCrifction 8 is marked) 
MIA 

Cultural Affiliation, (Complete irCriterion D rs mnrkcd) 
N:A 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

a F a commemorative property 

G less than SO years of age or achieved significance 
within [be past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement o f  Significance 
1Explsrn the r1vi6cance afthc propmy on one or more cen~jnua~ion s k c t s . )  

Quipley. Elise Fionranti 
Oui~lev. Albert Wcbster 

9. Major Ribliographical IEefcrences - -- 

Bibliography 
(Cite i h c  h u h .  aniclcs, and other sources u s 4  in preparing Nis fm on one of more continuation sheds ) 

Prwious documentation on file (NPS): Primary location oi additional data: 
preliminary detemination of individual listing (36 State Historic Preservation Office 
CFR 67) has been requested Other Stale Agency 

previously listed in the ru'ational Register Federal Agency 
Previously determined eligible by the National 0 Local Government 
Yegister University 

* .esignared a National Historic Landmark orher 
0 moided by Historic American Buildinpr Survey Name of repository: 

# 
6 recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Quisley. Glenn 
Smith, Deborah Elise Quigley 

Record # 
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10. Geographical Data 

Acreage o f  Property 1.5 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTkI references on a continuation sheer.) 

1 I5 432 186 4022394 
Zonc Easting h'onhing 

3 
Zone Exting Northing 

4 

See c~n~inuat ion sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
Quigley's Castle is located on the SW !4 ofthe NE '/r of rhe Nlk' '/. of  Srction 4. Tomship 19 Kotth, Range 26 West. Starting on the nonh side of  the proprrty. 
the rock wall runs l j R  feet Nest to the west side of the property. the  rock wall then runs 175 fea  south to the south side ofthe propeny, turning e x t  travel 200 feet 
to the east s~de of the properly. Illen nlm north and travel 8 5  feel to the end o f  the parkiug area. tinally. lui-11 nonhtvcst and travel 122 reet to Ihe startinp p in t .  

Boundary Justification 
The boundary includes a[l of ik arm historically asswiated with Qurgley's Castle hat retains historic integrity. 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Edited by Wendy S. Perkins, National Register Historian 

organization Arkansas H isroric Preservation Program date 28 October 2002 

streer & number 1500 Tower Building, 323 Center Street telephone 50 1-324-9874 

city or town Little Rock state Arkansas sip code 7220 1 

Additions1 Documentation 
Submit the following items w~tl i  the completrd form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the propem's location 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs ofthe property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or P O  for any additional iims.) 

Property Owner 
(Con~plete this item at rhe teqlmt of SHPO ar PO.) 

name Deborah Elise Quigley Smith 

street 8: number 274 Quigley Castle Road telephone 479-253-83 I 1 

city or town Eureka Springs state AR zip code 72632 

Paperwork Rcduttion hct  Statement: This information is being collected tor applications lo the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for 
listing or dctemine eligibilig tbr listing, lo list propeniss. nnd lo amend misling listing. Response to this request i s  required to obtain a benet1 t in accordance 
with ~ h c  Pia t i~nal  Historic Pteservation Ad. its amended (16 U.S.C. 470 elseq. ) 

Estinlntrd Eurdcn Sta temmt: Public repofling burden Tor this Form is estinin~cd lo avenge t 8 1 Iiours per response including ~inx for miming instmctions. 
gathering and mainlaming data, and completing md reviewing Ihc iorni. D h t  comlnents reparding this burden estimate or an? aspect ofthis $om to the chi.# 
Administrative Services Division, National Park Service. P. 0. Box 37 127. Wadlington DC 20013-7127: and lhe DfI ict :  oTManagement and Budget. Papenvork 
Reductions Projects (103-0018), Washington. DC 20303. 
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SUMMARY 
Quigleyvs Castle is located on mral farm land at the end of a narrow, secluded lane, a quarter of a mile off Scenic Hwv 
23, four miles south of Historic Eureka Springs. The l-louse is a two story, 2,400 square foot structure, roughly 3 0 feet . 

by 40 feet. The house is built entirely of tongue and groove native lutnber milled from the QuigEey farm. After the 
wood construction was completed, Elise Qoigley covered all four exterior utalls with a 11ative rock collecslon. The 
house has 24 windows and 8 French doors to allow light into an indoor atrium. Elise Quigley wanted to bring nature 
indoors and bui It environmet~ts for birds and fish to live amid two story tall tropical plants. The house is  surrounded 
by a _earden of over 400 varieties of perennials and over 100 rock sculptures. The site also ii~ctudes a non-contributing 
extensive water reservoir system and a green house. The property is in excellent condirion and has had very l itt le 
alteration. It i s  still the home of Quigley heirs and is open to the public as a tour Iiorne. 

ELABORATION 
Quigley's Castle is located in the middle o f  approximately 82 acres in a rural area on the south side of Eureka Springs, 
Arkansas. The Quigley farm i s  still in operation and ,is surrounded on all four sides by a forest last milled in the 

's by the Quigley family. Ho\vever, o~tly the hotlse and tllc structures partially surrounded by the rock fence are 
t,..,g nominated for the National Register of Historic ,l?laces. Scenic H M ~  23, one of the main tharoughfares to 
Historic Eureka Springs, runs through the Quigley farni that is four miles south of  town. The Rouse is located a 
quarter of a mile off of  Hwy 23, down a narrow, gated lane that once passed the Lone Star School, circa 1922, before 
the old school bunled in 1986. The New Apostolic Church bzrilding was built on the old SCIIOOI house site. The 
narrow Iane ends in the tree lined, circrrlar drive .ellat is the parking lot for Quigley's Castle tour Irome. The Ilouse is 
secluded behind dense flowering shrubs. A curved, stone garden path leads up to the home. 

Quigley's Castle was built in 1943. The roof is corrugated aluininum and the foundations are form poured concrete. 
The house is a wood frame structure built entirery of tongue and groove lumber cut off of the family land. Eleven 
different types at- lumber were used in the house. There are many built-in cedar chests and closets, a black walnut 
1 iving room, kitchen cabinets of cherry, several rooms of pine, and oak floors throughout the seven bedrooms upstairs. 
Tl~e woodwork in the house retains the oripinal stains and varnish. Much of the painted surfaces retain the original 
paint. 

House: Exterior 
All four exterior walls o f  the house were covered wit11 Elise Qulgley's extensive rock collection, which includes 
fossils, arrowheads, crystals and petrified wood collected from [he nearby Keels Creek area where Mrs. Quigley was 
raised. Elise Quigley fashioned the smalIer stones into bricks l ~e ld  together wit11 a rich mixture o f  three pasts sand and 
two parts cement. Otily slightly larger socks were laid a row a day around the house. The rocks have not shifred or 
sett[ed because every few inches Mrs. Quigley nailed 8 penny nails into the wood frame house and rested the bricks 
on t h e  nai Is and cemented around them. 

Ir '.lition to rockirlg the exterior of the house. Mrs. Quigley continued to create rock scuEptures for over 50 years. 
1 .ning in 1928 with a picnic area she buill for her dildrrn. she complered over 100 rock sculptures dcrigl~ed fc? 
bearlty and fttnction. In 1950 she built a 200 foot rock fence o f  fieEd rock to partially surround her garden. nere are 
also I 4  rock pillars for clematis, hotieysuckle and morning glory vines aa cl iuiib. There are t 4 bottle trees that Mrs. 
Quigley made of Mr. Quigley's bottle callection. In Addition, tliere are bird houses, each with their own unique 
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design, and bird baths. She made hvo lily ponds, a 15 foot shell fence, and over 80 flower pots. Each is shaded by 
dozens of mature trees and an acre and a half of over 400 varieties of perennials, wiId flowers and antique rases. 

House: Interior 
The inside of the house bears the imprint of the designer's desire to live in a naturaI environment. On three sides of 
the house there is what seems to be a house within a house. Elise Quigley designed two foundations, an outer and an 
inner, four feet apart. Behveen the two is an indoor flower bed that allows tropical plants to grow in a bed of soil, up 
between the walls to the second story ceiling. The plants growing in the soil are still the original plants that Mrs. 
Quigley planted 56 years ago. Due to the design of the house, support for the second story comes from pilIars of oak 
bolted to the main floor. At the four corners and at several points along the walls, the outer structure is braced and 
bolted to the inner structure. Four of the upstairs bedrooms are supported from beneath by the oak pillars and two 
bedrooms do net connect to an outside wall. Twenty four windows and eight French doors provide light for the indoor 
plants. 

In keeping with Elise Quigley's aim to  bring nature indoors, in 1950 she built into the walls of her living room a f o ~  
foot square fish aquarium. The walls around the fish aquarium are decorated with sea shells and coral. Mrs. Quigley 
inlaid muscle shells from h e  local rivers around the facings of 1: 6 large glass' windows. There are bird cages made of 
shells in three of the do~vnstairs rooms. An upstairs bedroom waIl is covered with a collage Mrs. Quigley crafted 
between 1970 and I978 of buttedies and moths colIected in her garden. 

The house receives its water from a plentiful spring on a nearby hill. The spring water graviry flows into a cement 
water tank built into the southwest corner of the house. The tank is seven feet deep, nine feet wide by eleven feet in 
length. This spring wafer provides all of the needs of the household and the indoor plants. An upstain bedroom is 
built directly on top of the water tank. Interestingly, shortly after the house was built, Ernest Shellings, a local painter 
painted a mural on the cement wa!l of the water tank that appears in the dining room. Shellings always signed his 
paintings By Golly. Wl~en this tank is full, the spring water automatically backs up to a large outdoor reservoir 
system that provides the water for tlie garden. 

Outhonse 
About fifty feet from the house's back door is the contributing, original outdoor privy for the Quigley family, built 
circa 1940. Mrs. Quigley also cavered the outer walls in native stone. Mrs. Quigley's son, Glenn Quigley has 
assembled some ofthe family-s antique farm tools in a lean-to conuected to the outhouse. 

Reservoir System 
There are two distinctive structures that relate to the garden and are in plain sight, but due to their late date, must be 
considered non-contributing structures. Directly twenty feet south o f  the house is an underground rain water cistern, 
circa 1961. It is ten feet deep, 16 feet wide and 30 feet long. The rrlalls of the cistern are reinforced, poured concrete 
and it has a cap of reinforced concrete. It is litled with black plastic and is  filled wit11 rain water directed into th 
cistern by guttering on the house and hen houFeiwork shop. There is an access hole on top and an over fl:w pipe or* 
the south side. The east wal I of tlie cistern adjoins a unique greenhouse, also circa 1961. 
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Setting on top of the cistern is the pump house for the rain water. The puinp house is five feet tall and has a hipped 
roof. The hausc is roughly six feet by four feet. Mrs. Quigley l~ascsvered all foursidesand the hip roofwith her 
rock collection. 

East of the house and south of the parking lot i s  the spring fed reservoir for the garden's sprinkler system, designed 
and built in 1972. The spring is located on a near by hill and gravity florvs f i r s t  directly to the reservoir built into the 
house, C'llie~r the tank in the house is full, water pressure on the line backs the spring up into the outdoor reservoir and 
a cattle tank. The spring has a bountiful. steady flaw and when stored can provide water for the garden's sprinkler 
system e v e F  night, all summer long. Tlie reservoir is undergralmd, but open to the air. The sides of the reservoir are 
reinforced poured concrete. Its dimensions are t 8 by 50 feet and 1 0 feet deep. The nearby spring-fed cattle tank is  
also made of concrete and is now covered in Ainerican Ivy. It measures mughly five by eight feet. 

r .-enhouse 
re south east corner of the house is nan-contributing two scory green house, ckca 1961. Tlie green house 

measures 13 feet by 26 feet. It has a dirt floor intended to receive plantings with a potential two story growth space. 
The top floor i s  an aluminum frame, glass green house. The first floor of the green house is underground. Two of the 
underground walls are entirely cider block and concrete, now covered with ivy. The south watl is also built of cider 
block, but has a 3 by 5 storm window and two storm doors that open onto level ground. The west wall of the green 
house i s  solid reinforced concrete and adjoins the rain water cistern. 

Integrity 
Quigley's Castle retains excellent integrity and is able to convey Elise Quigley's creative workmanship and her unique 
architectural design very well. The structure of the house is solid and In excellent condition and with a few 
exceptions, stands largely as it was upon completion. In 1974 Mrs. QuigEey added a fireplace kit with a brick front and 
a metal flue. Since Mrs. Quigley's death only hvo modifications !lave been made to the home. -4 second story exit 
and steps down to the ground and a three level deck were added in 1998. As the addition is on the north side of the 
house. it does not interfere with the atrium feature of the house and the addition was cotlstructed so tliat it  does not 
attach to the house or obscure any of the rock work. In 1996 tllc brick cI~imt~ey and indoor wood heat source were 
taken out and replaced with a Hardy Outdoor Wood Furnace and two accompanying indoor heaters. When the 
cllimney was removed. which separated two smaller bedrooms, an upstairs wall was also taken out in order to make 
one large room. 

The rock gardens are- well maintained and contribute to the setting of the property. The home, business and farm are 
still owlled and operated by the original family. 














































