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DESCR1BE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL I!F KFdOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Carroll County Courthouse at Berryville was o r i g i n a l l y  a tvm storey structure 
measuring approximately 46 feet by 55 f ee t .  B u i l t  of pressed brick made a t  the 
cons t ruc t i on  s i t e ,  the 1880 s t ruc ture 's  facade consisted of  three i n s e t  bays. 
Semi-elliptical br ick  arches marked t h e  window and door surroxcds, and a 
decorative p a t t e r n  worked i n  b r i c k  spanned the facade a t  t h e  roof line. Simple 
brickwork ornanentation softened the  harsh l i n e s  of the o r i g i n a l  rectangular 
f lat-roofed bui lding. 

The enlargement o f  the courthouse i n  1904-1905 transformed i t  into the p resen t  
structure ,  measuring-approximately 90 feet  by 100 f e e t .  Using-.'red brick. to  
match the origins!, a t h i r d  f l o o r  w i t h  mansard roof was added to t h e  o r i g i n a i  
two storey s t r u c t u r e ;  ' The facade re ts ined i t s  three inset b a y s ,  b u t  lost the 
brickwork ornamentation a t  t he  o r i g i n a l  roof  line. The most* s t r i k i n g  change 
t o  t h e  bu i ld ing  came w i t h  the addftion O F  two square towers at each corner of 
the facade. These f o u r  storey towers added g r e a t l y  t o  t h e  imposing appearance 
o f  t he  courthouse. 

Thc ~ r c h e d  wirldow openings were replaced with rectangular open i n ~ s  t r l r r 7 e d  r.ri t h  - 1 Iq:r-l;t.~;~e 1 i r . t . ; l . j  and lugs !  :Is, 1 k 2  br- ick arches Fentc r  kc?*$ cIII:rp;r : g > ~  r e ; ~ l . ~ . : c d  
I w i t h  a c u t  limestone arch matching t h e  window t r - i m .  T h i s  exttry s t y l e  was repeatad 

a t  t h e  cen t ra l  bay openings on both  the second and t h i r d  floors. P a i r e d  brackcts 
were used t o  decorate t h e  boxed co rn i ce  and f r i e z c  o f  bo th  the main structure 
2nd the t w o  a t t ached  towers. The last major work on t he  b u i l d i n g  occurred i n  
1935 when t he  exterior.brick was painted and a basement was a d d e d .  

The f i r s t  two f loors i n  the i n t e r i o r  a r e  a'rranged'wit t t 'a c e n t r a l  h a l l  opening 
on to several offices along' each s i d e .  A wide s ta i rway i n  the southeast corner 
winds from t h e  f i r s t  to the second and third floors. P l a s t e r  above 'tongue- 
in-groove wainscoting i s  used throughout the i n t e r i o r  of the building. 

#lost o f  t h e  t h i r d  storey i s  taken up by t he  courtroom which has a s e a t i n g  
capaci ty of ih rce  hundred persons. A decora t i ve  wooden r a i  l i ng separates the 
j u d g e ' s  bench, r.ri tness  s t a n d  and j u r y  box f rom the spec ta to r ' s  area  .. Of 
s p e c i a l  interest i n  t h i s  roam a re  t h e  i r o n  ~ r i l l ~ d  clerk's enclosure a n d  t h e  
stamped m e t a l  cei l i n g .  

Both i n s i d e  and  o u t  the  Carroll County Courthouse a t  Berryvil!e i s  rexiniscent of 
the turn-of-the-century e r a  in x h i c h  i t  was b u i l t .  As B e r r y v i l l e ' s  nost 
i m p o r t a n t  h i s t o r i c  l z n d c ~ a r k ,  thc courthoqse i s  a l s o  t h e  c i t y ' s  m o s t  a r c h i t e c t ~ ~ r a l l ?  
significant s t r u c t u r e .  
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When Carroll County,  Arkansas, was established i n  1833, the town of Carrollton . -- 
v. - ". .& 

was chosen by a board'of comissioners to be the  county seat.: During the next .-. -,* 

forty  years three new counties were created fro3 lands originally i n  Carroll "-: 
6- 'i'- 

4 ,  , -. . *I 

County. These b o ~ n d a r y  changes l e f t  Carroll ton on the eastern edge of a . .-$ . 

g r e a t 1  y reduced c o u n t y .  Inevi tab1 y ,  a demand arose that the county seat be -I . ,q 
moved to a more centrally located s i t e .  - *:? 

I ..-.. '_ 

Y j  

P b f t z r  much controversy and two elect ions,  the C a r r o l l  County seat was moved from . .-. 
4 

Carrcl l ton to Berryvi l 1 e i n  1875. On Hay 10 o f  that year County Judge A. Fanning '2 . . .+ 
a,,F?Irltsd a Cci;:?!t;;iCr! ~ C I  ~f12~1: a s i t e  6erryvi112 f2i- t3? ;I?:.: C S ! J ? ? ~ ~  !_ )~: ! !d:ngs,  4 

.+*. - - ufl 2 t ~ ; . . n i s s 1 ~ a a r i  Z. J .  $is='., .j. 5 .  O'Nesl  al?d 1 3 ~ ~ s  Plumlce ~ ~ r i > r , a s 2 r '  I'ro111 h t a i k s u r n  . . --L . -. 
I H. Berry a lot on which to build the courthouse. Berry then doneted'a t ract  of .- 2 

land j o s r  east of  the courthouse s i t e  to be used as a public square. _ X  

: -? 
. .+ - ." - R. H. Jones p r e ~ a r o d  t h e  plans and spec i f i ca t ions  f o r  Berryvil le's f i r s t  . . y. + 

courthouse. On December 6 ,  1880, t h e  contract for .construct ion.of  t h e  new 'I .I . "- 
+ -  courthouse was awarded to  J .  P.  Fancher, who estimated building costs a t  $8,993.50. - 

The original, two-storey, 6ricIc and stone structure was completed and f i r s t  occupied .' .. . 
i n  tho autumn of 1851. A central hall was located on t h e  f i r s t  f loo r  of  t h i s  . ;?: 

, *'j 
. . I  46 f ee t  by 56 feet.bui1ding. The:second floor contained a large court rcom and . c; 
4 

two sma 1 1 j u ry  rooms . 14 
.. 35 

Soon a f t e r  the courthouse at BerryvFlle was completed in 1881, citizens i n  t he  
western part of t h e  c o u n t y  began to nove to have a second county  seat  established 
a t  Eureka S p r i n g s .  I n  t h e . t a r l y  1880's t h i s  h e a l t h  spa community grew very 
rapidly. The mourrtainsc~s terrain and the frequent f loods of  the K i n g ' s  River 
made t ravel  between Eureka Springs and the county seat a t  BerryvilIe q u i t e  
hazardous. I n  1883 the Arkansas General Assembly reacted favorably lo t h e  demand 
for a second Carroll County.Caurthause a t  Eureka Springs. The Berryville 
Courthouse remained, and Carroll County became one of several Arkansas counties 
wi t h  two seats of  government. 

. . . '  
I n  1304-1505 the  Btrryville Courthouse was enlarged whon a t h i r d  s torey was 
added an top o f  the original f lat-roofed structure. Other additions included a 
mansard roof  covering the t h i r d  floor, t w o  four-s torey  towers at the northeast  

, and southeast corners of the b u i l d i n g ,  and an extens ion  of the rear of  the 
' m i l d i n g .  Brick used i n  these addition3 matched thz  original br ick .  The o r i ~ i n a 3  

interior w a l l  covzrning c f  p l a s t e r  above  tongue-in-grocve p i n e  wainscoting was 
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also copied i n  the 1904-1905 improvements. These e a r l y  twentieth century  
alterations t o  t h e  building cost about $7,060.00, and transformed t h e  courthouse 
into Berryville's most architecturally interesting structure .  Though i t  has  
no definable style, the courthouse i s  reminiscent of t h e  late Victor ian per iod 
i n  which  i t  was const ruc ted .  

Af te r  90 years o f  s e r v i c e  the C a r r o l l  County Courthouse i s  no longer l a r g e  
enough t e  sccon!odate county government o f f i c e s .  A5 soon as county offices a r e  
movecl t o  anot l ie r  bu i 1 d i ng,  t h e  I swer f loor  ~f t h e  cclusthouse w i  1 1 be ~ s e d  as 
oFficc space f o r  t h e  County Welfare Department. The second floor t r i l l  be useci 
as  a n lee t ing  place For the  Carroll County Historical Society, w h i l e  the  Ca~roF1 
County Museum w i l l  occupy t h e  t n i r d  f l o o r .  

Over the years Besryville's Carroll County Courthouse served many p u r p o s e s  i n  
addition to ho!~s ing  the eastern d i s t r i c t  county o f f i c e s .  St has Seer! vsed  bv 
c5ri rc.h t:~chi:p? , zr:t- LI I-+-JTZ :. ! c  p r o d t ~ c  1, icq:, , ! i : ~  ?I:!-:??, :od c . z ~ : T : ! ~ ;  t y  F~.:L.: i 7 5  : . x r : ~ . ;  

/ ;; a ~ L o I - n 3  s h k i t c r  ard i r r iprovi~ed kospital. l c s  past and preserrt u s e f u l r l d s ; ,  
and i r s  late Victorian archi tec tura!  features  combine to nake the Carrol l 
County Courthouse a most significant h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e  i n  Berryv i !  Ie. 
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