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1, Name 

and& common 

2. Location 

street & number 709 West l a i n  Street N J .  not for publlcatfon 

. - 
c I~Y ,  town Maqnol i a FffA vleinity of congressional district Fourth  

state qrkap~a code flc; county code n77 

3. C!assi9ic;a%Eon 
Category Ownership 
d i s t r i c t  - public 
A building(s) private 

3 t atus 
-3L- occupied 
- vnoccupied 

Present Use 
a g r i c u l t u r e  - museum - commercial - park 

- structure - both w o r k  In progress - educational 2 private residence 
- sike Public Acquisition Accessible - entertalnrnent - religious 
o b j e c t  - In process A yes: reslrieted - government - scientific 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
- no - military o t h e r :  

name Donald M -  floody 

street & number 709 blest Main Street 

city, town Magnoli a N/.A- vicinity of state Arkansas 

5. Location of Legal Bescaiptioa - 

County C l  erk ' s OfFi CF 
courthouse, registry of deeds, ete. In~e l l tOry  Records, Book D, Page 

slrect % number Columbia County Courthouse, Court Square 

city, town Magnol i a state Arkansas 4 
6. Representation in Existing $unreys 

title Fh!_A X has this property been determined elegfble? - yes -- no 

-, 

date N/A - federal - state - county - local 

de~ositorv for survey records 

city, town state 



Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent - deteriorated unaltered 1 ariginal site 
n good - ruins altered m o v e d  date 
- lair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

-. ' SUMMARY 

Majestically sited on a corner l o t  surrounded by large oak t rees,  the  Kate T u r n e r  House 
stands as one of few late Yictorian houses still extant in Magnolia, Buil t  i n  1904, 
t h e  house represents the transi ti ma!- sty1 e of archi tecture of i ts p e r i d  jux tzpos i  ng 
t h e  asymetrical p l  an and massing o f  the 1 ate-nineteenth-centmy Queen Anne style 
aga ins t  the more classical , Col onfal Revival tas te  o f  the turn .of the.  century. Features 
o f  the developing Colonial Revival style include the bui 1 d ing 's  steep h i p  roof  w i t h  
crass gable, gabled dormer and classically detai led wrapmaround porch while i ts project ing 
bays and bell-cast cupola reflect the earlier Queen Anne e s t h e t i c .  Th is  two and one-half 
s tory,  hori  rontal  treatherboarded wood-frame house on br i ck  piers was constructed by I ocal 
carpenten following blueprints prepared by the arch i  t e c b r a l  firm Sidney and Stewart 
o f  Texarkana, Arkansas. - .  

ELABORbT ION - 
The north elevation of t h e  Kate Turner Heuse exmplSfies the , f ine  marriage o f  Queen Anne 
and C o l ~ n i  a1 Revival elements that di'stingui sh t h e  bwil d i  ng. A strong ~ e r t i  cal or ien ta t ion  
i s  created by two p r o j e c t i n g  bays t h a t ,  t oge the r  with the receding entrance bay, comprise 
this facade. The north-west corner ~f the facade features a project ing chmfered bay wi th 
an overhanging cross gable. Large rectangular double-hung windows i n  simply articulated . 

( - surrounds with prominent s i l l s ,  t yp ica l  i n t h j s s t r u c t v r e ,  pierce  each side of t h i s  bay 
on the first and second story e 3 e v a t i o n s  a1 i ke. A s i  ngle  square leaded-glass window 
appears i n  t h e  center o f  t h e  gable end which also  features imbricated shingles, a deep 
cornice and cornice moulding. This angular chamfered bay i s  complemented by t h e  turret- 
l i  ke semi -circ~rl ar bay t h a t  defi nes the opposi t e  (northeast) corner of t h e  bui 1 ding , 
The gently rounded hay, a1 s o f e a t ~ r i  ng three rectangul ar double-hung windows i n each 
story and imbricated shing les  in the second story facade, terminates i n  a bell-cast 
roof t h a t  gracefully rises above t h e  house's steep h i p  roof and appeam as a cupola 
i n  the roofscape. A prominent, though unembel 1 i shed overhanging ccrnj ce wi th simple 
cornice moulding enriches the bui ld ing ,  foll owing the distinctive l i  rtes of the p ro -  
j e c t !  ng bays and successfully vni ti ng them w i t h  the ceztral cntyznce bay. 

The b e e n  Anne derived verticality o f  the north elevat'lon i s  balanced by thc delicacy 
of the offset classically designed one-sto~y flat-roofed porch t h a t  wraps around the 
building. In plan, the parch i s  qu i te  act ive ,  p r o j e c t j n g  f i r s t  f rom the front o f  the 
chamfered bay, than extending fomard  to fom a half-circular p o r t i c o  in front o f  the  
p r i  nci pal entrance. and f inal ly  recedinq t o  wn:, arocnd, i n  a sweeping curve following 
the profi f e of the semi -circular nor theas t  bay, to t h e  east  sf de o f  the house. Simple 
round columns, with  square blocks f o n t i n ?  t h e i r  bases and capitals,  and a fu l l  entablature 
comprise the porch. The en tab la tu re  i s  composed of a prominent though unernbell ished 
cornice which i s  deeper than the  cornice t h a t  caps t he  house but deta i l ed  sympathetically 
w i t h  t h a t  analogous el emenr, a n  unornamnted fri ere and an architrave. A single )rood 
band dist inguished the frieze from the  archi trave. Though ori g i  nal l y  constructed of 
woad, the porch f l  cot- has been covered wi t h  concrete (circa 1920) and the semicircular - 

concrete steps t ha t  lead to the porch were also constructed a t  t ha t  time. A s i n g l e  door 
w i t h  oval l i g h t  and transom is located i n  the top of these steps, placed aspmetrically 
in the facade ad jacen t  t o  t h e  chamfered bay. This door leads directly i n t o  the din ing 
r363. 
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A1 though the nor th  e leva t ion  o f  the Kate Turner House I s  i t s  ms t e s the t i ca l ly  
pleasing facade, i t s  p lan  renders the east  elevation the bui 1 d i n g ' s  principal 
facade. The semi ci rcul ar bay and wrap-around porch t h a t  so d i s t i n g u i s h  
the north side  o f  the house a r e  much i n  evidence here. The porch p r o j e c t s  
forward once again,  a t  a 90 degree angle, t o  articuIat& the change in facades 
more abrupt ly  than t h e  cu rv ing  northeast corner, a1 1 cyws and a range o f  steps 
located a t  the center  o f  this rectilinear p a r t  oS the porch provides  the 
pr incipal  access to the house. Another single door w i t h  rectangular 1 i g h t  
and transom flanked by hzro rectangular windows of s l i gh t ly  smaller proport ions 
than those of  the north e l e v a t i o n  pierce the f i r s t  s tory  of t h e  e a s t  elevation 
and trro 1 i ke designed windows appear i n  the  second story facade. As i n  t h e  
north e l e v a t i o n ,  t h e  steeply pi  tched h i p  r o o f  r i s e s  above the pri nci pal 
facade o f  the b u i l d i  ng, but here the roofscape is enriched by a sel f-consciously 
Colonial dormer as  well as by the bel l -cas t  cupola .  The gable-roofed dormer 
i s faced w i  t h  imbr i ca t ed  shi ngl  es and penetrated by a round-arched doubl e-hung 
w i  ndow. Corni ce moul ding  and gab1 e-end returns compl e t e  the  dormer. The 
e a s t  facade o f  the house was a1 tered circa 1918 by the  a d d i t i o n  o f  a one-story 

-- f l a t - r o o f e d  structure a t  t he  south extreme of this elevation.  The small 
.--. a d d i t i o n ,  which is clad i n  the same weatherboard tha t  faces the o r i g i n a l  

-.-- -- - p a r t  o f  t he  structure and f e a t u r e s  three narrow doub7 e-hung rectangul a r  
2r-wc windows placed side by side, i s  n o t  unsympathetic to the design o f  the 

o r i g i n a l  section of t he  house. A single doer w i t h  an oval  beveled glass l i g h t  
leads i n t o  the a d d i t i o n  from the  front porch. 

Neither the w e s t  (rear) nor the south (s ide)  elevation o f  the bui  l d lng i s  
nearly as d i s t i n g u i s h e d  as t h e  f inely a r t i cu l a t ed  n o r t h  and east  facades 
of t h e  house, b u t  they do revea l  much informat ion about  i t s  physical evolut ion.  
The asyme tri  cal p1 an o f  the b u i  1 di  ng i s  evi dent  in i ts west elevation 
where a hip-roofed arm o f  the  house, s l i g h t l y  Sower i n  height  t han  the  
f r o n t  and nor th  elevations, projects f rom the  s i d e  o f  the chamfered bay. 
Two rectangular casement windows appear i n  the  second f loor  elevation of 
this facade. A l s o  prominent on t he  w e s t  elevation o f  the  bvi l d i n g  are the 

--. enclosure of a one-story shed-roofed porch and the  addi t ion  o f  a long ,  
narrow one-s tory h i  proofed  s torage room. 4 

In 1922, the appearance o f  the bui 1 ding was impacted by 'the attachment of 
a one-s tory one room maid 's  quarters, previously 1 oca ted el  sewhere on the 
grounds, t o  the southwest corner of the house. The maid's quarters, 
constructed i n  1904 w i t h  the Kate Turner House and b u i l t  o f  l i k e  materials, 
has one 1 arge rectangular  doubl e-hung w i  ndow on i ts west  facade. After the 
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structure was mved next to the house, i t s  side (south) porch was enclosed. 
I n  1976 the present owner o f  the house encl osed the area l e f t  open between 
the two b u i l d i n g s  w i t h  glass and s l i d i n g  glass doors. 

The south elevation, though esthet ical ly undistinguished, clearly shows 
the two one-story addi t ions  to t h e  house. The second story and hip ' 

roof of the predomi nant 1904 sect ion of the house rise behind t h e  later 
addi ti ens or ien t ing  and uni f y i  ng t h i  s secondary facade. 

The typi caJ ly Victorjan asymetrical plan of the Kate Turner House provides  
a series o f  spacious roams. On the f irst  f l oo r ,  a large foyer offers 
access to a1 1 dwel.ling rooms. The parlor and dining room are 1 oca ted  on 
t h e  n o r t h  slde of t h e  house while the k i t chen  occupies t h e  rear (south) 
e n d  o f  the house. The entrance foyer contains the pri nci  p a l  stairway c -  and a fjreplace was provided adjacent  t o  the stairs. Upstairs,  th ree 
bedrooms a re  arranged on either s ide  of t h e  central s t a i r h a l  I .  Interior  
details o f  t h e  bui ld ing  are surprisingly p l a i n ,  lacking any d i s t i n c t i v e  
ornamentat ion bu t  i n keeping wi t h  the "1 assi cism o f  the Col oni a1 Revival 
taste .  Decoration i r  most evident f n the central staircase, f i  rep1 ace 

-.- mantels, and window surround corner blocks.  Since 1972, the house has 
.- been the  s ub j e c t  o f  cont i  nv i  ng restoration efforts by i tr owner and p7 ans 

.b-- .- -- are being made to restore three fi rep1  aces to working order. 

A one and one-half story out-bui lding survives a t  the southwest corner o f  
the Kate Turne r  House s i t e .  B u i l t  as a carriage house and since used as 
.a barn, the 1 of t y  gab7 e-roofed single pi  7 e s tsucture w i  t h  s hed-roofed 
1 ean- t o  i s  c lad  in weatherboard simi 1 a r  t o  t h a t  found on the dwelt i ng 
house. The roofs, are  const ructed  o f  corrugated m e t a l  . The owner a1 so - 
pl ans t o  restore the carri age house to near-bri g i  nal condi t i  on. 



8; Significance 
I 
I 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1100-1 499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1799 

J - 1 B O P 1  899 
J 1 9 0 s  

Areas ef SlgniffcancP--Check and justify below 
- archealagy-prehistoric - community planning - landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
- agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 

architecture - education m i l i t a r y  - socia!( 
- art - engineering - music humanitarian 
- commerce explorationJsettlement - phftosaphy - theater 
- communications - industry - potitics!governrnent - transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

I Specific dates 1904 BuitdertArchitect ~ i f i  
F 

I Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 
4 .  . . 

~t the t ime of i is construction, the finely detailed and elegantly finished Kate 
Turner House was acclaimd hy a local newspaper as one o f  the  most  handsome and 
most costly homes i n  Magnolia, then a develapl'ng agrTcul tvral town. Today, i t  
stands as one 05 few l a t e  YictcrSan h.ames s t i l l  e x t a n t  in the cf ty. B v i l  t as a 
residence 50r J .  !d, Tur7i:rt t$en owner and operator of Tamer Hardvmre Company, 
and h i s  wife Kate Kelso Turner on land given to her hy her fa ther ,  J .M. Kelso. 
The Kelsos were a pioneer family in Tlagnolia. k l s o ,  originally of h f ~ r ~ i ,  
Pli ss i  sr i ppi , surveyed the o r i  g i  nai s i t e  of the Maunel i? cnurt sq~lare  , p c t i  ccd 
lau i n  Magrroli a for- over s i x t y  years, and served i n  the A?-kansas S t a t e  Houst? of 
Representati yes. In addi t i  on t o  i t s  hi stori cal associations , the house i s  not  
only unique Sn terns of i t s  survival i n  flagno1 l a ,  but i s  a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t  as a 
f ine example of the transitional sty1 e of arch i tecture t h a t  dweloped i n Arkansas 
around the  t u r n  of the century. Mi 1 e the aspmetrical p l a n  and massing of the 
house recall the architecture of the late-ni neteenth century, i t s  steep h i p  roof, 
cross gable and classical porch and interior d e t a i l  Tng suggest an in teres t  in the 
burgeoning Colonial Revival style.  Partlcul arly noteworthy are the jwrtapos? ti on 
of elements of these two phases of archi tectwe as elri denced by the re1 a t i  ons h i  p 
of the delicate wrap-around porch t o  the  masslye projecting bays of the p r i n c i p a l  
and ncr+!i e lc~ i i t i ' cns,  an6 JLhp tensicn i n  t h ?  roofscape created by the ccnt rss t  af 
the bell-cast cupola wi th  the gable-roofed dormer on the east, the p r o j e c t i n 9  cross 

, gable on the n o r t h ,  ar;d the dominantly rising h i p  roof. In spite o f  addit ions  t o  the  
rear of the  house, the pr inc ipa l  facades of the Kate Turner House .retain compel 1 i ng 
integrity of arc3i tectural form. S t i  1 l as carnoanding i n  tAe flagagnoli a townscape as . 

i t  was a t  the time of i t s  construction, t h e  bui l d i n g  survives in a Sine s t a t e  of 
preservation t o  communicate the elements intrinsic t o  the transitional style t h a t  
was so pivotal in the  development o f  Arkansas' architectural history. 



1. Banner News , 1 ocal newspaper of Magnol i a ,  Arkansas, June 16, 1904 p. 3; September 22, - 
1904 p .  3; October 20, 1904 p . 3 ;  March 31, 1921 p. 3;  and December 3 ,  1953 p.1, 

/ 
1. 2. Interview wi th  Mr. Jim Brown, November 20, 1980, Magnolia, Arkansas 
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Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name i a Auadrangl e 
UMT References 

A 1 1 , 5 1  141716181910( 
Zone Easting Norlhing 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 24JJQQ 

llllllll 
. Northing 

Verbal boundary descriptlan and jwstffieatian - .  
Begi nni ng a t  t h e  Northeast corner of Lot 20 o f  the Kel so and Smith Addi ti on to the C i  ty 
o f  Magnolia and run West 400 feet, thence south 210 feet ,  thence East.400 f e e t ,  thence 
Nor th  210 feet  t o  the m i n t  o f  besinninq 

List all states and counties tor properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N I A  code county code 

state code 

1 .  Form Prrepared By 

namehitle M M oodv _& 1 4a 1 t e r  Pe tty . edi ted Arkansas His tori c Preservatj on Pmoaram Don . 
organization Property Owner date Nay 5, f 981 

street & number 709 We$ i Main S t ree t  telephone ( 501 234-6OU 

city or town state 

d 2. State H i s t o r i c  Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- natlenal ,, state A local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Hlstotte Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 84- 
665),1 hereby nominate this property for incl nd certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the crileria and procedures set 

State Hlstorie Preservation Officer signature 
t 

title AMD date 4 - 5 - k z  
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