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I. Name 
historic Ozrner House - 

andmor common Same 

2. Location 
street & number Hi ghway 82 By pass, Sou t k e r n  Arkansas Uni versi t y  Carm NJkot far publiestlon 

city, town Maqn01 i a vicinity of 

state Arkansas 03 county Cal umbi a code 027 

3, Classification 
Category Ownership 
- dlstrict A public 
1 bultdlng(s) - private 
- structure - both 
- site Public Acquisition 
- object - in process 

- king considered 
N/A 

Status 
- occupted 
1L unoccupied 
L work in progress 
Accmssiblm 
A yes: restricted 
-- yes: unrestricted 
- no 

Present Use 
1L agricultum - X museum 
- comrnerclai X path 

educational - privats residence 
- entertainment - rellglous 
- government - scientific 
- industrial - transporlation 
- nilitsrv - ether: 

4. Owner of Pronertv 

street & number 

ejty, town Magnol i a  - vklnlty of state Arkansas 71753 

5. Location of Leaal Description 

street & numhr 

e h .  town Fasnol f a  state A r k a x a s  7 1753 

6. Re~resentation in Existing Surveys 

tltk Arkansas 1 nventory X has this propsrty bcen determlrwi ellglbla? - p s  - no 

late 3/31/77 f e d e r a l  - X state c o u n t y  - facat 

dsposttory for survay words Arkansas H i  stori c Preservation Program -- 

cW,tmn L i t t l e  Rock Arkansas 72201 



*- 

9. Maior Bibliographical References 
I - - 

Gzmer  iouse Noved" ' l is ions,  ?lewsl e t t e r  o r  t h e  Historic Preserva t ion  A 1  1 iance o f  
Arkansas,  June 1982. 

10. Geographical Data 
7 

Acreaga of namlnated property " 
Quadrangls name Ilagnol 
CIT M References 

Quadrangle scate -1 : 24000 

Zone Easting Northing 

V-rl bundary drrcdptien and jurtiticatian 

See Continuation Sheet 

LEmt SIB 8tmtms and countlmr for properties ovarlrpplng state or county boundartms 

strtc N/A code county code 

-8 code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

AtlPp- 

orgmdzatkn Qzmel* House Cornittee date 7lllS86 

-- - -  

12, State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the stale Is: 

- national -- state X local 

As tht designatad State Hlstorie Pmservalion W k e r  for t b  National Hbtoric Ple9ervatlon Act ol 1966 (Public Law 83- 
6651, 1 hareby nomlnnte thlr property tor Lnclusion in the Natlonal Register and certify that it has been erafuated 
accordlnq to the crlleria and procedures scl forth by the Natlonal Pa& !%wlcr, -\ 

C 

date i k r s  

data 

Kmfm d ttm M t h l  RegkHer 



7. Description 

Candition Chack one Check one 
- encellmt - deteriorated unaltered -_ orig~nal site 

X - gobd - ruins - altered - x moveu date 6/17/82 - 
- f a ~ r  - unexposed 

Djncrlb. t)H present and original (il knowfi) physical appmmrmcs 

SUMMARY 

Built i n  2883, the Otmer House is an unusually well-crafted dogtrot cabin w i t h  an e l l  
addition. The house i s  situated by a pond and amongst large trees a l l  o f  which create a 
picturesque s e t t i n g  f o r  t h i s  significant vernacular structure. Although the Ozmer 
House was mved because o f  commercial and r e s i d e n t i  a1 encroachment, Southern Arkansas 
University (SAU)  has excerci sed great care i n  restoring t h e  s t r u c t u r e  t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  
spec i f i ca t i ons ,  and i t s  new s e t t i n g  a t  the SAU farm -is only one half-mile from i t s  
original location. The Ormr House, now safe f r o m  destruct ion,  i s  common i n  p l a n  b u t  
df s t inguished f o r  its craftsmanship and detail s, such as t h e  hand-pl aned cypress 7 umber, 
vertical interior and exterior board-and-battens and gambrel cei 7 ings, and i s  a handsome 
example o f  a c o m n  type of housing b u i l t  by famers and settlers i n  the mid-unland south 

ELABORATION 

The Ozmer House, separated f rom U, S. Highway 82 by-pass by a fence and a s i z e a b l e  f i e l d ,  
i s  oriented towards the nor th  and i s  surrounded by large trees, a spring a t  t h e  rear 
and a pond on t h e  southwest. An unobtrusive f a r m  l ane  connects t he  property w i t h  other 
SAU structures which are n o t  v i s i b l e  f rom the Ozmer House. The structure rests on 
br ick  piers and the side gabled roofs,  ending i n  return cornices, are covered w i t h  cedar 
shingles. The house i s  of  box construction w i t h  vertical board-an-batten on t he  exterior 
as well as the i n t e r i o r .  A1 1 walls are one board thick and a17 windows a r e  four-over-four 
double-hung sash. The facade possesses a broad f r o n t  porch w i th  a shed roof supported 
by chamfered posts .  Symetrically-placed windows lie on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  breezeway 
i n  the  or ig ina l  f ron t  rooms. 

East and west e leva t i ons  possess centered b r i c k  chimneys flanked hy a window on e i t h e r  
side. Two rooms, w i t h  a shed roof and a window on each outside wall, were added enclosing 
both  e a s t  and west ends of the  back porch. 

Soon af ter  M r .  Ozmer b u i l t  the dogt ro t  he constructed a two-room ell a d d i t i o n  t h a t  
extends fmm the southwest side of the dogtrot. The two rooms each have one door  on 
the e a s t  wall a n d  are fronted by a porch w i t h  a shed roof.  

I n  plan the structure consists o f  s i x  rooms: two on the original dogtrot ,  tw enclosing 
east  and west ends o f  t he  back porch and two in the e l l  addi t ion .  All interior walls 
are f in ished w i  t h  wide baseboards and battens ; wooden f loors  are i n excel l e n t  condi t i o n .  
A1 though the  roofs are gable the structure's c e i l i n g s  are gambrel and c o n s i s t  of hand- 
planed wood. 

I 

Only the o r i g i n a l  pine mantel e x i s t s ,  but  a meticulously crafted rep1 ica of  the or ig inal  
has been produced to replace it. Walls and floors have never been covered w i t h  material 
o f  any sort and are i n  remarkable condition. 



-- 
8. Significance 

Period 
, prehistoric 
- 1 4 0 6  t 499 
- 150bF599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1799 
1180IF.1899 
-. 1900- 

Areas af Significance-Check and justity b l o w  
--- archeo!ogy-prehistoric . - community planning -- landscape a; -chi teeture.  religion 
-- archeology-historic _ - conservation - - law -- sclence 

agriculture . - - economics - -  - literature -- sculpture 
2; architecture education . - military -- social' 
-- afi - engineering --- music humanitarian 
.- commerce -. e~ploration!settlement -- philosophy - theater 

-- communications --- industry -- politicstgovwnrnent - transportation 
., - invent~on - other (spcciiy) 

SUMMARY 

Architectural ly s i g n i f i c a n t  for i t s  excel  1 ent craftsmanship and as  a representati ve o f  
the  homes bui 1 t by f a r m  fami  1 i es i n  south Arkansas, the Ozmer House was bu i  1 t i n  1883 
approximately two m i  1 es no r theas t  of the  courthouse square i n  Magnol i a  , Columbia County, 
Originally located i n  a rural, farming area,  t he  structure i s  a dog-trot  w i t h  a k i t chen  
el 1. The one-story house i s of box-construct ion ni t h  board-and-battens both exter ior  
and i n t e r i o r .  The i n t e r i o r  a1 so possesses an unusual gambrel ceil i ng and handmade 
p i n e  mantels. Typical  in p lan  but exceptional i n  craftsmanship, the  Qzmr House i s  
a we1 1 -preserved representati ve o f  Col umbia County's agricul t u r a l  and a r c h i  tectural h e r i  tage. 

ELABORATION 

A family  of  yeoman farmers, the Ozmers migrated t o  Col umbf a County i n  1860 f r o m  
Georgia by way of Alabama. Henry Ozmer, bui 1 der o f  the house, was born in Georgia. 
He married Vi r g i n i a  Faul k of Athens, Louisiana i n  1873 and they  1 i ved in a log house 
close t o  where they would later  b u i l d  the board-and-batten structure. The Ozmer 
fami  1 y he1 ped establ i sh a short-7 ived Presbyterian Church ,  and were among the founders 
o f  Greers Chapel Church. 

Surrounded by other f ami l j~  f a r m s  a t  i t s  o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n ,  qsrner tl~us;! was b u i l t  
a s  a result of the area's agricul tural and economic prosperity. The Ozmes farm was 
i n  a p a r t  o f  Columbia Couuty where development began in the late 1536's and ear ly  1860's.  
By the  ear ly  1880's the farmers, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Ozmers, had cleared t he  land and 
developed the area's agricul tu ra l  p o t e n t i  a? . With  the  completion o f  the Cotton Be1 t 
r a i  1 road through Magnol i a  , farmers real i zed increased income from thei r cotton crops. 
In 1883, Henry Ozmer b u i l t  the structure and l i v e d  there  u n t i l  h i s  death i n  1941. 

In p l a n  the structure i s  a dog-tmt wi th  kitchen el 1 and was conanonly t h e  type o f  
structure b u i l t  by farm families in the area. Due to  the unusually f i ne  craftsmanship 
t he  Orrner House i s  d i s t i ngu i shed  among i t s  contemporaries. 

Due t o  rapid deterioration and c o m r c i a l  and r e s i d e n t i a l  encroachment, the Osmer House 
was donated t o  Southern Arkansas U n i v e r s i t y  on the  cond i t i on  t h a t  t h e  s t ruc ture  be 
moved from the o r i g i n a l  s i t e  as soon as poss ib le .  The house was moved one-half mile 
w e s t  o f  the o r i g i n a l  s i t e  t o  a spacious setting. Safe from deml i t i . o n  and de te r i o ra t i on ,  
t h e  bu i l d i ng  now rests on b r i c k  piers as i t  orginally d i d  and maintains excellent i n t e g r i t y .  
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Ozmer House 
Magnolia, Columbia 
Interior 
J u l  i e  Vosmi k, photographer 
6 - 10-86 







HPS C # m  l B W 1  
C3-a 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

1 
National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form , ., A C 

n I r ,".," 

VERBAL BOUNDARY 

The property i s  located i n  the southwest k a f  the  south + o f  Sec t ion  31, Township 
16 south, Range 20 west, 

Two m i l e s  no r th  on Pearce Street f r o m  the corner of Pearce and Main i n  Magnolia, 
Arkansas, t h e  road f o r k s  w i t h  on f o rk  grave? and one paved. E a s t  o f  t h i s  f o r k  
2 5 0 9 s  t he  southwest corner of the property. S t a r t i n g  a t  t h a t  p o i n t ,  proceed 
40' n o r t h  t o  the nor thwest  corner of the property. Then proceed 30' e a s t  t o  
the northeast  corner.  Then proceed 40' south t o  the southeast  corner  of t he  
property. Then proceed 30' west t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  o r i g i n ,  thus encjrcling 
the property. 




