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Genera 1 Oescripti on .. - -  

Code: Co-006 Congressional DSstrict: burth  . 

Name: Colmhia County Jail Current Owner: Judge R. W. "Bob" Henderson 
Address: ~alhoun & Jefferson streets Columbia County Judge 

Magnolia, Arkansas Address : Columbia County C o e o u s e  
C~llllty: Columbia . . - Magnolia, Arkansas 72110 

Architectural Informatf on 

Archl tect~ral  F i  tTil: Thmpson & Hading 

-. . . 

Date o f  Construction: ca. 1920 Sty1 i s tj c Inf l  uen CE : Second Renaissance Reviva 

Original Use: Jail Present  Use: Jail 

Geoqraphi cal I nfomatf on 

U T M  Reference: If 477500/36805 40 Acreage : Less than one 

Verbal Boundary Description: O x i g i n a l  Survey of Magnolia 
Block Y, lots 193-194 

Condi tf an 

Excellent - 
x Good - 

Fa! r - 
Deteri orated - 
Rui ns - 
Unexposed - 

x Unat tered - 
A 1  tered 
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Physical Description 
- .  ".  

The Italian Renaissance was clearly t h e  inspiration for this genteel - 
jail in Magnolia. The l igh t  cream-colored brick w i t h  which it is faced, 
t h e  s imple  cubic massing, the low h i ~ e d  terra-cotta roof which caps the 
two-story structure and the elegant arcade of the portico with slender 
columns supporting round a c h e s  a l l  contribute to the Renaissance flavor. 
Above t h e  stone molding which forms a strin2couxse atop the second s to ry  
windows appear carved stone ornaments above each window i n  -& 'cartouche 
m o t i f  w i t h  carved s h e l l  below. The slender stone columns have capitals  
carved in delicate volutes and acanthus mtif s . ~ragoi-like gargoyles' 
appear at comers of the projecting portico and decorative metal lanterns 
overhang a l l  four corners of t he  s$ructure. The s p e t r i c a l l y  arranged 
casement windows give no hint that this is a j a i l .  

Statement of S i  gni f i  cance 

The Columnia County Jail, w i t h  its dis t inc t ive  appearance reminiscent of 
the Italian Renaissance, was bui l t  ea. 1920. A graceful portico arcade 
features slender columns between the three round arches. Of particular 
in teres t  are carved stone ornaments w h i c h  appear above each-window. 

1 
Gargoyles are found at the corners of the port ico and decorative r r ~ t a l  
laterns overhang a l l  four comers of the building. Uti l i zed  a s . a  jai l  
f r o m  i ts  construction to the present, t h e  Calumbia County J a i l  appears 
as a landmark structure in the business d i s t r i c t  of Magnolia, Arkansas. 
Although a public building, the Columbia Caunty Jail displays a uniqueness 
of design and air of' dis t inct ion .  
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