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historic name Greek Amphitheatre 

other namesisite number COO250 

2. Location 

street & number Intersection of East Lane Drive, E. Cniversity Street & Crescent Drive not for publication 

city or town Magnolia vicinity 

state Arkansas code AR county Columbia code 027 zip code 71754 

3. StatelFederal Agency Certification 

i' 

-4s rhc des~gnatrd aurhor~ty undcr the Nat~onal Historic Preservation Act as aniended. I bereby m i f y  tbat 1111s a nomination 
requcst for determ!na?icn ot'cllgi brllty meets the documentation standards Ibr reglstenng propenes In thc Natior~aE Reg~srer o f  Hrstoric 
Places and meels the procedural and plot-essional requirements set f ~ r  m 3b CTR Part 63 In my a~ i r i on .  the property mte:s 
doe7 not rnmt tzbc Ha:iollal Register criteria. I recon~mcnd d ~ a t  thls propcny k wns:dered s~gnifrcmt 
C] nat~onally [7 s t a t o v ~ d ~  ocally. (See co11tinu3tfon sheet for additions I 

Signature 0: cer:lf~~ngoi':ic:;:L, I ~ t l c  

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
Statc or FcderaE agency and bureau 

In lny opillion, the property meets docs not ~ ~ t c x !  the National Regists critc:~a (0 See Continuation sheer for additional 
commctlts ) 

S tgnariire o f  cdlfving ofTcialT~tle Date 

Stale or Fcdcr~l agmfy and bureau 

4. National Parlc Scrvice Certification 

I hereby cerrrfii that rhc propen? IS: Signature o f  the Keeper Date of Actlon 

13 entered , t i  the Nat~onal Register 
Sec co~l t i~~uat ia i i  sheet 

dewmined ellgible for the 
National Regista. 

[7 See coutrnuation s h M  
determined not elbgrblc for the 

N ittional Regis~er. 
removed from the Kational 

Register. 

D other, (e~plain:) 



Greek .uphithearre Columbia County, Arkansas 
h : r c  01 Prnpny Coun:~ and Sxre 

5. Clnssificatioo 

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 
Check as mivl) b o x 6  .as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not ~ncIude previolsly lisred resourc~  in count.) 

17 private 

public-local 

public-State 

[7 public-Federal 

[7 buiIding(s) 

[7 disrrict 

Q site 

structure 

object 

Contributing Noncontributing 

0 0 buildings 

0 0 sites 

I 0 structures 

0 0 objects 

1 0 Total 

Name of related multiple property listing Number of Coot ributing resources previously listed 
(Enrer "h‘1.4" iiproptrrj i s  not pan of n mult~plt propert>. listing.) i n  the Yatfonal Register 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions Curwnt Frlnctions 
(Enter calegorles from instrucl~ons) (Enter CaEegOrlU from instmcl~ons) 

RECRE ATJOK AND CULTURL1theater RECREATION AY D CULTUREttheater 

Architectural Classification %laterials 
Fnter cafcgorles From ~nstmct~ons) (Enter caregorits from instruaions) 

LATE 1 9 ~  AND loTH CENTURY REVIVALSi foundation Concrete 

CIassicaI kevival walls N:A 

roof NiA 

other 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the llistorrc and current cond~tlon of the property on one or morc wnttnuntion sheets } 



Greek Amphitheatre 
Same or F r o w n  Cc.un:y n ~ ~ d  State 

3, Statement of Sienificance 

Applicable National Register Criteria Levels of  Significance (local, scaten national) 
lqar; -'Y" rn one or more boxa tcr h e  criteria qualifying the property Local 

:ir National Register lisrtng.) 

8 .4 Property is associated with events h a t  have made 
a s~gn~ficant conmibution to the broad patterns of Areas OF Significance (Enter categorlcs from instructions) 

our history ARCHITECTURE 
P0LITICS:CrOVERNMENT 

B Prope- is associated with the lives of persons PERFORMING ARTS 
significant in our past 

C Property embodies the distinctive characreristics 
of  a rype, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance 
individ~~al distinction, 1936-1955 

[71 I3 Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
Irifomation important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations Significant Dates 
(Mark "x" in all ~ h r :  boxes that npply ) 1916 
Property is: 1937 

A owned by a religious lnstinrtion or used for 
religious purposes. 

I Signilican t Person (Cornolete ifCrirprion B is marked) 

B removed from its original location. 

C. birthplace or grave o f  a historical f gure of outstanding 
importance. Cultural Affiliation (Complete if Criterion D i s  marked) 

Q D a cemetery. 

E a reconstrucred buildin& object, or structure. 

17 F a commemorative property 
AtchitectlBuildes 

G less than 50 >ears of age or achieved significance Prof. S D. Dickinson and the Magnolia R & M 1936 
within the nast 50 vears. Sonhomore Class. and the  Y. Y. A. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of rhc propert). on o m  Or more continuation shttts.l 

9. Major Bib1iop;rapbical References 

Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles, and 0th sourccs used in preparing this form on one or more ~ a n t i n u f l t i o ~ ~  shcels.) 

Prwious documentation on file (hTS): 
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

previously fisted in the Na~ianaI Regisrer 
Previously determined eligible by the National 
Register a designated a National Historic Landmark a recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

t! 
a recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 
State Historic Preservation Oftice 
Other State Agency 
Federal Agency 
Local Government 
University 
Other 

Name of repository: 
Southern Arkansas University 



Greek Amphitheatre Columbia Countv, Arkansas 
1Laiie of Property County and State 

10. Geogranhical Data 

Acreage of Property Less than one acre 
i' 

-- -, 
UTM References 
(Place additional UThI references on a con!iouarion sheet) 

1 15 478 182 3683350 
Zone Eastinc Nor th~ng  

j 

Zone Easling Northing 

4 

See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the bou~~daries of  rbc property on a continuat~on sheet) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet) 

1 1. Form Prepared By 

nameJtitle Sarah A. JampoIe/Survey Historian 

organization Arkansas Historic Preservation Program date January 17,2005 

street & number 1 500 Tower Building, 323 Center Street telephone 50 1-324-9874 

city or tow11 Linle Rock state Arkansas zip code 7220 1 

Additional Documentation 
Submil the fullow~ng items wtth the completed fcrm: 

Continuation Sheets 
/ 

. ,Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property" location 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPOor FPO for any additional items.) 

Property Owner 
(Complerc th is  ircm at rlre rcqucst of SHPO or FPO.) 

name Southern Arkansas University; Dr. David F. Ranlun. President 

street & number 100 E. University telephone 870-235-4000 

city or t o m  Magnolia state Arkansas zip code 7 I754 

Paperwork Reduction Act Stakrntnt: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nilrninate properties for 
listing or determineeligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existinglisttng Response to this request is rcquired to obtain a benefit rn accordance 
with the Nanonal Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 e! seq.) 

Estimated Bnrdrn Statement: Publlc reporting burden for this form i s  estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing instructions, 
gathering and maintaining data, and completing md rwiewing the fom. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, 
Admin~suatiue Senvices Division, Yauonal Park Service, P. 0. Box 37 127, Washington, DC 2001 3-7127; and the Om w of Management and Budget, Paperwork 
?,cductions Srojecb (1024-001 81, Washmgton, IX 20303. 

-.< 
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Columbia Countv, Arksnsas 
Counr). wc Stzte 

Nestled on the quiet southeast comer of Southern Arkansas University (SAU), Magnolia, Columbia County, Arkansas, the Greek 
Amphitheatre is the only theatre of its kind in South Arkansas, with the only other open-air amphitheatre assocrated with an 
Arkansas sate college being the Chi Omega Greek Theatre; University of .4rkansas, FayetrevilEe WR Si04;1993). Remaining 
virtually unaltered since construction was completed in 1938, the amphithealre is an impressive example of the combined effort 
beween the 1936 Sophomore (Graduating) Class of Magnolia h t2 M (as SAU r\as farmerly known) and Columbia County 
National Youth Administration (F. Y. A,) participants to leave a lasting manorial lo future generations of students and supponers 
of the institution. The suuctlzre is constructed of concrele and it approximately 103 fcer from one side of the bleachers to the ather, 
and $3 feet from the rear of  the bleachers to the rear of lthe stage area. 

Nestled on the quiet southeast comer of Southern Arkansas University (SAU), Magnolia, Columbia County, Arkansas, lthe Greek 
Amphitheatre is the only theatre of its kind in South Arkansas, with the onPy other open-door amphitheatre associated w ~ t h  an 
Arkansas state college being the Chi Omega Greek Thestre; Univeinsity of Arkansas, Fayettevil le (h R R!04! 1993). 

I 

- The structure, a good sized, open, elSiptica1 amphithealre, is constructed of concrete that forms most of the elements of the 
amphithearre-bleachers, sidewalks, steps, staging area and columns. The only eIement of the amphitheatre not constructed of 
concrete is the orchestra pit, which lies at the bottom of a flight of eight steps from the bleacher area and three steps from the 
staging area. 

Situated on either end of the bleacher span ase two concrete benches. The bench on the southwest end bears the letters "N Y A" in 
relief, whde the bench on the northeast corner hears no marks. A decorative fence made of concrete and wrought iron sits a few feet 
e;lst of the southuresterly N. Y. A,  bench. 

At the entrance of the amphitheatre, accessed via a long walkway that extends from East Lane which runs along the east side of 
campus, is a waist-high obelisk which offers credit for the construction of the project. It reads: BUILT BYiN.4TIONAL 
YOUTWPLDMINISTRAT~ONK3! COOPER4TION II7ITM'.4 &: M COLLEGE/ MAGNOLIA! ARKANSAS!1937- 193 5. Ttvo 
concrete urns rest on the sidewalk a few feet from the obelisk, just at the edge of the flight of stairs that leads from the bleachers to 

the orchestra pit. 

The bleachers are divided into two symmetrical sections by one aisle, and the audience is oriented to face southeast while viewing 
performances. The bleachers consist of seven risers, which are supported by concrete posts, creating a sloping arena that provides 
ample viewing of the sta~ed event for all audience members, A combination o f  concrete walks and steps shape the interior of the 
seating area, and merge to form the small oval concrele srage. 

Three clusters ofclassical Greek columns decorate the stage; onz c l t~s te r  of four coIumns sits center-stage, and two clusters of six 
columns each flank either edge of the stage. All of the  columns host a fluted shaf? resting atop a round base, with no decorative 
capital present. Large concrete slabs cap each cluster of colu~nns The namzs of rhe 1936 Sophomore (Graduating) Class that 
voted to leave as their memorial to the college the amphitheatre are etched into the cement floor of the stage on eirher side of the 
columns. The two steps that approach the stage area from tllc orchestra pir bear the inscription "CLASSiI 936." 

The Greek Amphitheatre measures approximately 83 feel. from the rear of the bleachers to the rear of the stage in the southeast, and 
the entire seating area measures approximate!y 103 feet across at its widest point, marked by the two concrete benches, 



Coli~rnbla Counry, Arkansas 
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United States Department of the Interior 
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- National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number C Page 2 

The Greek Amphitheatre; Southern Arkausas University, Magnolia, maintains a high amount aF integrity of design, workmanship, 
and materials. -4 few small patches of cement have been applied during minor repairs over the structure's 69 year history. Nor 
showing i~ age, the theatre has  withstood many years of FIornecoming activities, student plays, and campus-related ceremonies. 
The location and setting of the theatre remains pristine, nestled on rhe sourheastern edge of the campus, surrounded by a thin screen 
of pine trees that provides privacy from passing traffic an East C'niversity Street The amphitheatre also reta~ns integrity of 
association with the work projects uiiderraker~ in Arkansas by the National Youth Adminisrration, one of several relief programs 
established during the depression by President Eranklln D. Roasevelt, under the Works Projects Administration (W. P. A) 
umbrella. 
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The Greek .bphitheatre, located on the campus of Southern Arkansas University, Magnolia. Columbia County, is being 
nominated to the National Register of Wstoric Places under Criterion C with local si~nificance as a fine example of a collegiaze 
amphitheatre with Classical Greek influences. It is also being nominated under Criterion A for its association with the National 
Youth Administration, a social works project of the P 930s. Though the N. Y .  A. i s  credited with the construct~on and comp!etion 
ofthe entire project, in all actuality, !he K. Y. A. was more handed ly involved with the construczion and completion of the 
sidewalks, stairs and bleachers, while the 1936 Sophomore Class of Magnolia A & M State College should be credited with the 
design and development of the entire structure itseIf, and more specifically the orchestra piz and staging area. The structure is also 
being nominated under Criterion A for its associar~on with the performing arts, as the solution for a "suitable place" ro perform the 
Greek play, Anlrgone, during the state's centennial ce tebratton held i n  Co!umbia County on Ma): 14, 1936. 

ELABORATION 

Southern Arkansas University (SAC') is located in Magnolia, CoIumbia Countv, roughly 50 miles southeast of  Texarkma, ar the 
junction of Arkansas Highway t 9 and U.S. High%%> 82. The town of roughly 1 5,000 is steeped in a strono, agricultural-based 

b a d i r i o n ,  and that tradition is rzflected in local business. Besides agiculmre, industrial, timber, and oil-producing ventures are also 
prominent in the nouq and its culture. 

Formerly State Agricultural and Mechanical College, SRU was estabiished by an Act o f  the Arkansas Legislature in 1909 as a 
district agricultuml school for southwest -4rkansas. At the time the school was created by Governor George W. Donaghey, three 
other agricultural hgh schools were also created to benefit both men and women throughout the state. These institutions are now: 
Arkansas State University (First District Agricultural School) in Jonesboro, Crai$ead County; Arkansas Tech Universiy (Second 
District Agricultural School) in R~~sseltville, Pope County; and University of Arkansas at ?vMonticello (Fourth District Agricultural 
School) in Monticello, Drew County. 

From January 19 I 1, when the first term began, until 1925, the curriculum carried only su bjerts at the secondary school level. In 
1925, the Stale Legislature authorized the school to add two years of wllege work to its curriculum and to change i~ name from 
"Third District Agrrcultural School" to "Agricultural and Mechanical College, Third District." Magnolia .4 & M carried both high 
school and junior college courses until 1937 when the high schoot courses were discontinued. For the nexT 12 years, the college 
continued to serve southwest Arkansas as an A & M educational institution. 

In the fall of 1949, rhe Board of Trustees, exercising authority vested in ~t by the State Legislature, decided to turn the college into 
a four-year, degree-granting institution. Set to begin Ln h e  fall semester of 1950, the Board authorized the addition of thrsd-year 
college CQUEXS, with fourth-year courses offered In the I95 1 fall semester. On Januaty 24, 195 1 ,  Act Eleven by the State 
Legislature changed the name ofrhe instiruzion to "Southern State Colle~e (SSC)." In January 1975: SSC was appmued and 
accredited to offer a Master of Education degree. 

On July 9, 1976, the Arkansas Board of Higher Education, with the approval of the Board of Trustees, changed the name of the 
institution to Southern Arkansas C'niversity in accordance with Act 343 of the General Plssembly. 

As was common back in the school's early days, the 1936 sophomore (-gaduating) class of Magnolia A & M voted to leave as their 
memorial the amphitheatre that stands on the southeast corner of the campus, on a slope before a grove of pines. Exclusive of the - 
labor, which was provided by the N. Y .  PI., the project cost was estimated at $200, with the college and the 1936 graduating class 
supplying the hnds  and the materials, 
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According to S. D. Dickinson, a former instructor of anthropology (and a m m  referred ca as the "Father of Arkansas Archeology" 
by Dr. Frank Scharnbach, Survey Archeologist at SAU), the arnphithzalre would be at the lime of its construction the only one in 

South Arkansas. Thls holds true today, 69 years after the project officially began. 

lo addition to the 1436 Sophomore class's desire to leave the amphitheatre as their memorial to the college, a second reason exists 
for the amphitheare's construction: the need for a "suit&le place" ro perform the Greek play, .4rrrzgorte, The play's Greek genre, is 
rhe s~mple reason behind the amphitheatre's name. The play was presented on May 14, 9936, in Columbia County in celebration of 
Arkansas' Centennial. Townspeople, as weIl as everq. member of the 1936 Sophomore Class, actively participated in the 
production of the play. Lighting was pravided by a large sporIight, which the Arkansas Power and Light Company had sent in from 
Pine Bluff-a request made by Dickinson to his good friend, Leland h n g i n o ,  then-Vice President of the company. 

At the time of the play's presentation to the community, the staging area of the theatre remained incomplete, as it dms today. 
Dickinson writes: 

In her final solilocluy, the character "Antigone" stood on top of the central group of columns on the stage. We took 
advantage of the fact that the cornice had not been constmcted. 

The steel sods that were to connect the cornice ro the base are still exposed. Wfrhouz the cornice the stage i s  not in 
I propot.rion. 

The persons who pIanned the permanent se;tzing didn't consult me. The cornice could easily have been ~ncluded in NYA 
construction. The planners, I assume, were not curious about those exposed rods. 

The Saturday, April 14, 1936, edition of the school newspaper, The Brqv, boasts a short editorial regarding the amphitheatre. 
Titled "Need of a Greek Theatre," the author stated: 

[The] Greek theatre, which the Sophomore class is  leaving as a memorial on the campus this year. wilI fillfill a great need. 
For years our institution has  lacked a suitable place for out-of-door celebrations and the staging of spectacles. I n  h e  
future a theatre wil l  be an appropriate sening for commencement, May Day and Mamecoming exercises, and other 
activities. 

The So~hornores' gift should mean more than a mere mass of concrete, bricks, and earth does. It should be an express~on 
of desire to be eternally linked to classic standards. Classicism i s  nor dead. The people, however, who fail to live up to 
the "classic'* or "best" are moribund. Our Greek theatre must be a place where we renew our acquaintance with the 
philosophy of Aristotle, the architecture of Vitmvius, the poetry oFVirgil, the drama oFSophocles, and the music of 
Wagner. Let us in the creation of this theatre and in the enjoyment of it express once more the Greek dehition of an., 
"beauty of life and in harmony with nature." 

As the author, who many associated with the college assume is S. D. Dickinson, states above, the amphitheatre was, and continues 
today, co be an apt setting for many campus activities, among them: Homecoming pep rajlies and Coun presentation, and many 
social Greek organization f~mctions. 

As the months and years progressed, so  did the work on the thtatre. A reporter for The B r q ,  in the Saturday, January 30, 1937, 
issuesrales~hata newN. Y. A projectwill be theadditionofconcrele seats. shrubbery and walks M. B. Talfey, the N. Y .  A 

5 

lirector a t  the school, mentions that "this new plan to landscape" the theatre area of the campus will be undertaken hy N. Y. A. 
boys from across the entire county. He also states that "College N. Y. A. workers will be used whenever necessary." In an undated 
letter, Dickinson states, "At least half of the class was working his or her way through college, earning 25 cenrs an hour under the 
federal NYA Program." Besides mentioning that the above mentioned work will complete the project, the article also updates the 
readers of the status of N. Y. A. members on A & M's campus. In addition to the lasting impression che N. Y .  A. left on campus in 
















































