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1. Name - 

hhtoric S t ,  A n t h o n ~ ~ s  Hospital 

2. Location 
r t m t a n u m a r  202 E. Green Street N / ! L  nor r# pub~iutlon 

CW, t o m  Morri 1 ton N& vkinlty of 

mte Arkansas & 05 wmty Conway cok 029 

3. Classification 
c . b ~ + r  O w m d ~ l p  Sktua  
- disrrrct - pubrkc C K X U P ~  
2 butldlws) It pdvata 2 u m u p w  - structure - both w o r k  In pmgmss 
, slta W l e  AtqulmRion Ac#nslblm 
- objm - k process -X, yms: m e t e d  

- Wng zonsldeml - yms: unnrtrlct.d 
1 1 0  

4; Owner of Property 
MM S t .  Anthony's Apartments an Arkansas Limited Partnership 

a t m t ~ n u m b r  P. 0. Box637 ATPN: Mr. W. C. Minton 

city, t m  Morri 1 ton NJA vklnlty ot wee Arkansas 721323 

5. Location of Legal Description 
- 

courthousa. naimtnr of w. m. Conway County Courthouse 

GHW, town K o r r i  1 ton . .trta Arkansas 

6. Renresentation in Existing Surveys 



7. Description 
I 

Colrdltlon C M  - C b k  me - 
- exc JW - dr?tsrlormtmd - unaltered ,L original site 
-m - ruins X rttsrsd m o w e d  d8ts 1 * 
1L f a ~ r  - urn*- 

Wi t h  a view o f  the Arkansas R l  ver t o  the south snd the nountad ns to the southves t , 
S t .  Anthony1 s Haspi tal f n Morri lton, Conway County, i s  an 3mposi ng three-story Art Deco- 
inspired brick and stone str~rcture .  OesSgned by Arkansas a rch i tec t  A.N. McAninch I n  
1935, thf s unique local example of a popular early twen t f l e th  century style was constructed 
i n  1937 fo l lowing two years o f  funding difficulties. A planned t h f r d  floor, evident i n  
the or ig inal  drawings, was added i n  1949 f n msponse t o  a need for addS t iona  l f ac i  I i ties . 
Unti  1 1970, St. Anthony" served as an important regtanal hospital  and today remains the 
most significant Art Deco structure jn  t h i s  central Arkansas cmunSty .  

Possess1 ng a e m a n d 4  ng presence on Sayles Hi 11, three blocks from the heart of Marri 1 ton, 
S t .  Anthony's Hospi ta l  i s  one of the c m u n i t y d s  most impressive structures, for not only 
i s  I t  larger i n  scale than most, but  i t  i s  the c i t y ' s  best  example of Art Deco design. 

The hospital 's site, bwnded by Green and Moose Streets, i s  scattered w l  th large hardwood 
trees. Two concrete drives enter from Green Street on the w e s t  and a concrete walk leads 
from Moose Street to the bui ldlng's main entrance. 

FacIng north, the three-story rtructtlm i s  localed on the s i t e  o f  the B u r m s  House, 
a Colonial Revival residence t h a t  served as the first h o s p i t a l ,  The frame house was 
demolished t o  make room for the present harpi t a t .  Salvaged materials were ut i l i zed  I n  
the constructf on o f  a two-s tory stone residence for the Benedictine Sisters ,  which 
un ti 1 two years ago, was located near the southeast corner of .  the hospi t a l  . A u t i  1 f ty 
building st i l l  stands t o  the rear. 

St. Anthony's was designed by A.N. Mcdnlnch, a successful Arkansas architect who designed 
a number of A r t  Deco-influenced PWA-funded buildings throughout the state,  Plans and 
specifications for S t .  Anthony", Job No. 210, reveal that a t  the time o f  i t s  i n i t i a l  
design, the fu ture  addit ion o f  a t h i r d  f loor  was anticipated. Though the building was 
originally two stories i n  height, the th i rd  floor, added i n  1949, has the appearance 
o f  being or ig inal  , as does the three-story two-bay addi t ion  to the west end of the 
h o s p i t a l  which was added a t  Zhe same time. 

S t .  Anthony's i s  o f  concrete, br ick and steel construction. The plan i s  symnetrical, 
with two sl.lghtly splayed wings joined a t  the center by front and rear projections. 
The viest wing exceeds the length o f  the east wing by the two bays added i n  1949. A 
one-story p r o j e c t i o n  on the east  end accomnodates the chapel /assmbl y room. lConstructled 

, w i  t h  a basement, the wa'll above grade i s  concrete. The domi nate material of each 
elevation i s  b u f f  brf ck, wi th  a darkgr br ick  laid t n  vertical bands detai  1 i n g  the 
spandrels between f loors,  . 

Splayed br ick  p i  1 as t e n  w i t h  stone caps and recessed vertical slots above and be1 ow 
the t h i  rd f l o o r  1 ere1 a1 ternate with  paf red s i  x-over-si x double-hung wood w i  ndaws . 
Slender brlck p l  1 asters w i  t h  horizontal ly-grooved smooth stone caps separate each set 
of paired windows. The r e ~ e t i  t i o n  o f  wide and slender pilasters serve t o  counteract 
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the horizontal emphasis of the plan. Original drawings indicate that  steel  casement 
windows w i  t h  transoms were speci f i  ed, passt bly  t o  satisfy PWA r e q u i  rements. Wood 
double-hung windows were substituted, m o s t  l i  kely as a resvl t of the change i n  funding 
arrangements. 

The buildf ng's f l a t  roof with parapet i s  embell ished with a stone capi ng detailed with  
a continuous chevPon pattern. Posi ti oncd dZ rectly above each third f loor  window are 
slender stepped stone pinnacles, the points of which extend above the parapet; A central 
penthouse w i t h  Wo casement windows an each o f  i t s  four sides extends above roof. 

Located i n  the center of the f ront  (north)  elevation, a two-story projectSon features 
a stepped stow front ispf  ece surrounding a doubl e-dooreti mat n entrance. The corners 
o f  the project i  on arc accentuated by paired piers detai led s i m i  1 iarly to the p i  1 asters.  
A p a i r  of windows i s  positioned above the stone frontispiece and penetrate each floor: 
of the east and west sides of the projection. A glass transam above the wood and glass 
doors original ly was etched with the hospital  's name. The smooth stone surrounding the 
entrance i s  detailed w i t h  vert ical  grooves and a pair o f  styl ized reliefs o f  caducei. 
Steps, flanked by stepped stone pedestles, lead from the wa1 k to the entrance. 

The east elevation features a one-story flat-roofed project ion wt  t h  s f  x windows on i t s  
east  side and three recessed v e r t i c a l  slots i n  the brlck wall o f  the north side. Detai l  f ng 
o f  this chapel project ion i s simi l iar t o  the rest o f  the buS l d i  ng. The west elevat ion was 
extended i n  1949 wi th  the addi t ion  o f  a three-story annex wi th  a high basement. This  
elevation i s  detailed ident ica l ly  to the east, w i t h  four pairs  o f  windows per floor, 
including the basement ,i n which was located the  chaplain's s u i t e .  

The south (rear) elevatfon I s  dominated by a f ive-slded central projection above which 
rises the  penthouse. Curved concrete sundecks w i t h  metal railings extend from the 
second and t h i r d  floors. The end bays o f  t h i s  elevation pra jec t  from the corners. 
O r i  g i  nal ly,: a Potter spiral s l i d e  f i  re escape, which i n appearance resembled a metal 
s i lo ,  wak at tached to the east side d f  the west corner pro jec t ion .  A one-story 
flat-roofed kitchen extension was added in 1949. 

The i n t e r i o r  o f  S t ,  Anthony's i s  f n deteriorated condj t ion.  Central corridors run 
the length o f  each floor. Walls are plaster and the simple wood t r i m  i s  stained and 
varnished. Green t i l e  wainscot 1 s found i n  some of the rams. MOltS-colored 1 i noleurn 
t i les l a i d  i n  a decorative pattern cover the floor. 

The lobby, which i s  approximately 900 square feet, i s  located inside the front entrance. 
A hexagonal pattern i n  the plaster c e i l i n g  i s  th is  space's oniy ornamentation. An 
opening i n  the eastwall allows cmun ica t ion  between the lobby and the adjacent off ice. 
Several steps separate the lobby f r o m  the main corridor. The most stri klng feature 
of the i n t e r i o r  i s  the curved s t a i r  pasitfoned a t  the center of the  bui lding,  A curved 
canti levered p las te r  cei  l i ng projects above the s t a i  r, creat i  ng a dramatic effect i n 
an otherwise u t i l i t a r i a n  i n t e r i o r .  An elevator i s  located directly behind the s t a i r  
and a simple chapel a t  the east  end o f  the first floor carridor. 
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When orlgianlly b i i l t ,  the hospita l  had twenty-nine roans, a laboratory and two 
operating rooms. With the addit ion of the third floor and the west annex, the facilities 
were expanded t o  include f i f t y  roans, an emergency m, fracture room, maternity sui te,  
radiology roan, an Improved di  ctary department and addi tional 1 aboratory and surgf cal 
space. 



8. Significance 
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SUMMARY 

S t .  Anthony's Hasp1 tal, 'locat& on Sayles H i 1  1 i n  the small central Arkansas River 
c m u n i t y  o f  Morrilton, was desfgned i n  1935 and constructed in 1937. This fac i  1 I t y  
was one o f  three Arkansas hospitals then being nperated by the Benedfctine Sisters 
o f  S t .  Scholastics Convent a t  Fort S m i t h ,  Arkansas, and was the only heal th  care 
facility o f  i t s  kind available to t h i s  multi-county region o f  the state. Designed 
by Lt ttle Rock arch i tec t  A. 61. McAnTnch, St. Anthony's i s  a unique local example of 
the A r t  k c o  style, Constructed of buff brfck with cast  stone ornament, the hospi t a t  
was originally twe stories i n  height. A planned third floor,  evident i n  the o r i g f n a l  
1935 drawings, and a one-bay extension to the t e s t ,  were added i n  1949. 

ELABORATION 
Occupying the hSghest po in t  i n  brri l  ten, S t ,  Anthony" Hospital i s  the second medf cal 
factlity to  be located en Sayles Hill. The original S t ,  Anthony's, the first hospital 
In Conway County, was =tab1 ished in 1925 by the Benedictine Sisters.  The history of 
the BenedSctine Sisters  i n  Arkansas dates back to 1880 and the founding of S t .  
Scholastieats Convent i n  Fort Smith, which To1 lowed a s i g n i f i c a n t  imnigralfon of Cathol ic 
farmers. In 1916 the Sisters first began their i n v o l v e n ~ n t  w i t h  hospt tal administration 
when they joIned forces with the. knedict fne Sisters operatjng St. Joseph's hospi ta l  
i n  Booneville, M f s s w r i ,  

Located i n  the Burrows House, a two-story frame Colonial Revf val residence, the f i r s t  
hospital accomdated only fourteen tieds. Due t o  the inadequate f a c i l i t i e s  and an 
ever-fncreasing number of patients, the SSsterr decided i n  1935 t o  construct a 
new hospital on the same s i te .  Following the demo1 i tion of the Burrows House, the  
hospital was temporarily located i n  a d o m i t o r y  a t  Harding College and later a t  Jones 
Hosp i ta l .  

Planned under the name of "Municipal Hospital*, Addenda No. 3 t o  the plans and 
sgeci f ications dated July 6,  1935, f o m l  ly changed the nam o f  the soon-to-be bui 1 t 
hospital t o  S t .  Anthony", 

Though deslgncd i n  1935, S t .  Anthony's was delayed by unanticipatei  funding d i f f i cu l t i es  
' tha t  postponed construction until 1937. O r i g i n a l l y  t o  be funded through the Public 

Works Administration (PWA), plans had t o  be changed when i t  was d e t ~ m i n e d  that the PWA 
would not  fund the pro jec t  J f the Benedictine Sistelss were involved.  The original - plan had centered around a contract between the Sisters and the c i ty ,  cal lf ng for the 
latter t o  lease the bui lding f o r  a sum equal t o  the interest on the loan. Under 
the contract, the Sisters  would be deeded the hospi tal once the ci ty had repa id  the 
loan. A 1935 Arkansas Gazette ar t jc le  explains t h a t  "The PWA officials refused to permft 
the contract between Morri 1 ton  and the Benedictine Sis ters  t o  have any p a r t  i n  the 
appl icat ion for the loan, Instead, Washington has insisted t h a t  the c i t y  prepare 
t o  pay a f i re  mil 1 tax beginning next  year, the proceeds o f  which t o  i nsure the i n t e ~ s t  








































