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HlSTORlC 

Conway County Library 

STREET & NUMBER 

101 Vest Church -NOT FOR PUBUCATION 
CITY. TOWN CONCQESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Morrilton - V I C ~ ~ N ~ T Y  OF Second 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

Arlkansas 05 Conr.ray 02 9 

CATEGORY OWNERSHFP STATUS 

-DISTRICT XPUBCIC XOCCU ?:ED 

X_BUILDING(SI _PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK It4 PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT - i t 4  PROCESS -YES: RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONS~DERED ILYES- U~RESTRTCTEC 

-NO 

PRESENT U S E  
4 G R l C U L l l J R E  ,MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -PARK 

KEDUCATIONAC -PRIVATE RESLOENCE 

-EHTERKAIKMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIEMTIFlC 

-I NDUSTRlbL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MIL ITARY -OTHER. 

NAME 

C i t y  H a l l  
CITY. TQWN STATE 

F o r r i  l t o n  - VICINITY OF Arkansas 

COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF PEEDSFC County C l e ~ k '  s Office 
STREET & NUMRER 

Convay County Court Fiouse 
CITf  TO\*::: STATE 

Horrilton Arkansas - 
RREPXESENTATTON IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS ---- 
C l I Y  TO'KN STATE 



a DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK O N E  

-EXCELLENT . ,DETERIORATED -UNALTERED ?.ORIGIHAL SITE 

K G O O D  . . ' ,RUINS W L ' I E R E D  -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHlG1NAC (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ! 

The Pathfinder C h ' b  of l lorri l ton,  Prkansas, founded In 189L, had as its pr imav  
goal the establishment of a free public Library for Morrilton. 

The f i rs t  established co l l e c t i on  was housed in private homes. Then s mall 
unused building w a s  used. During this period ''Tae Por te r  Col.lect50ntr (1 603 plus 
rare books collected world-wide) was added t o  the libram. 

The need for a permanent building and a place to have the  Tare book collection 
resulted i n  an application to the Carnegle Foundation. The appl icat ion wzs approved 
and, in 1916, as nearly as can be established, t h e  t o t a l  collection w a s  moved into 
t h e  new building. nis building is s t i l l  in use as the Conway County Library, 

The Conway County Librarg is typical of the Carnsgie libraries buZlt d w b g  the 
6901-1917 time period. 

The building is located on a small comer lot, faces north, and is ir_ the 
approxLmate center  of the business comunity. 

Its gsneral characteris t i c s  are : I 

a. rect&q@ar 3.n shaw - 30 ft by 50 ft, with a total of 3,000 square fee t  area. 

b. two s tores  w i t h  one and a half sto&s above ground. 
, - -. 

c . the outside walls are s t r a igh t ,  broken only by vi~dgws  and entraqces . 
d. .cons'-Eruction &,of red brick, 3 and 2 bricks thickness,with a coacrete base 

ranging up to 18 inches thick. 
I 
1 

e. it has a h i p p d  roof of heavy red tile. . . 

Some of i ts s p e c i f i c  features are: 

a. There are no porches, other than a small covering ovgr the front entrance, 
no s toaps,  attached sheds or out buildings.  Four l a rge  arc5ed windw~s  and 
a dou5le glass door entrance on the  f ron t  - facing nor th  - and a double 

I 
i 

glass door at east basement entrance. Srall windows are on three sides at 
ground and ceiling level.  

i 
I 

b. there  is one smzll, b u t  t a l l ,  chimney. 

The Conway Conity Library was remodeled in 1971-72. No outside a l te ra t ions  ! 
were made except to replace the Front double doors,  the east double doors wi th  g l a ~ s  1 

i 
doors and widen the ba* door e3trznce to zccolrmodate double wood doors .  A rzmp 
was nade to this entrance. 

A l l  the  or iginal  windods were used and all outs ide  wood areas were pain ted .  
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Inside,  t h e  entrance vestibule was removed, a stairway was opened - on the south 
side to the basement, the upstairs floor was carpstee, a U  walls, basenent and t o p  
f l o o r ,  were paneled, the basement f l o o r  was tiled end a l l  wood-work painted or s ta ined .  

The top fl-oor ce i l i ng  was dropped 18 inches, all l i g h t s  were recessed and t - ~ e  
outside heating and/or cooling units were installed. 

The en t i r e  remodeling pro jec t  was done with an eye towards br inging &out a blend I 
of t h e  old and the  new. . .  I 

The Convay County Library is situated on the corne r  of Church and Division Street .  
I 
i 

It i a  next door to a chum%, across the s t r e e t  f rom a church and 2 blocks froin 2 
church buLlding, ' Church street i t s e l f  has may 1900-1940 style houses, one of which 
is Listed in f?e Nzti6na3 Register of Historic Places (Aycock-Jamel1 House, 5-13-76). 

I The building is an a small l o t  no expansion o r  a d d i t i o n a l  bui ld ing c m  be done. I 
I 

During renodeling, the grounds ware landscaped and a small parking 10% in t h e  
rear was graveled. 

The building location is 1 block from the center of the bushess c o m i t y ,  %ces [ 
t h e  community and is easily seen from t \ e  center  of the c o m i t y .  I 

The b d l d i n g  remains in good c o n S t i o n .  It w i l l  require pa in t ing  of a l l  outside 
white surfaces ia the  near future. i 



a SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

-PREHISTORIC 

,1400- 1499 

-1 500-1 599  

-1600-1699 

-1700-1 799 

- 1  goo- 7 899 

X1900- 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNhW PLANNlNG -ZANDSCAPE ARCHTTECTURE 

ARCHEOLOGY-II ISTLIRIC -CONSERVAflON --LAW 

-AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS ,LITERATURE 

ARCI~ITECTURE S~EDUCATION -MILITARY 

d l R T  ,ENGINEERING ,MUSIC 

,COMMERCE ,EXPLORATIQN'SE~LEMENf ,PHILOSOPHY 

-COMMUNICATIONS -II\;OUSTRY -BOLlTlCSZGOVERNMEIVT 

- INVEWION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1976 BuI LOER/ARCH 1TECT Thomas Herding 

STATEMENT OF S1GNIFlCANCE 

The Conway Comty L i b r a q  is one of the  mst outstanfing early bui ld ings  in 
Morrilton, Arkasas.  It is representative of the early e f f o r t s  of a group o f  
dedicated womn to es tab l i sh  ITbrary s e d c e  for the city of ?iorrilton. Their e f fo r t s  
were recorded in the bdck %hat make a building t h a t  tqas meant to last. 

Des'igned by archi tec t  Thorns Harding, t he  o r i g i n a l  board o f  h s t e e s  represented 
the leaders of the community. The nape of the contractor was c a t  atratlable . 

The Pathfinder Club was i n s t m e n t a l  in get t ing t h i s  bui lf ing erected a ~ d ,  
i 

a f t e r  it was b u i l t ,  contributed to i t s  bookstack. 

; !  
The co l lec t ion  was moved i n t o  the new building in 1916. It remains basicalkv 

the way it was built.  It is an example of the ear* ZqOO" t ype  of l i b ~ z v  archi tectwe.  

Rroughout it.s history the bu i ld ing  has remained t he  l ibrary  f o r  rbrrilton and 
la ter  as the l ibrarp  for Morrilton and Convay County. !The basement uas,wed for civic 

I I 
clxbs, civic ~ e e t i n g s  and some public fwctims. Since remodeling,the basement 
became a part of the J ibrzq- and is used by the  extension d e p ~ z r e n t ,  off ices ,  1 

'I 
workroom and to house T7e P o r t e r  Collection of over 1600 r a r e  books. 

Architecturally, the bl l i ld ing  shows the style of such structures which w a s  
the vogue of the early 20th century. 

1 ' 
1 

m i n g  the  ceremanies to celebrate the r e ~ o d e l i n g  of the Cmway County Library, 
Mrs. Karl Neal, Librarian and E..recutive Secretaq to the Pxkansas I i b r a s p  Comissim 
in her address renarked that one o f  the  reasons s o m  s t a t e  money w a s  given f o r  t h e  
remodeling was because this ba i ld ing  is a s ta te  h i s t o r i c a l  lmdzzrk, 

It is bel ieved that this building is one of two Carnegie bujlckings 55 the s t a t e  
s t i l l  in use s t r i c t l y  as a l i b r a q .  I : : 

. - 



ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERW a 
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k.h%&&&1 13 1 8 1 ~  t9 1 4  p 

E NORTHING , , , , ~~ ZONE u.l-LJ EASTlNG I-LLLI 
NORTHING 

VERBAL BOUNDARY OESCRIPTLON 
o w  u U l  

LIST ALL. STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY - CODE 

STATE CODE COW NrY CODE 

- 
PREPARED BY 

NAME {TITLE 

B. P. Greene 8-23-77 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Conmy County Library 
STREET & NUMBEFt TELEPHONE 

101 V e s t  Church 501 -354-5204 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 
Korrilton Adcansas 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY W15H1N THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL- STATE- LOCAL- 

As the des~yn~ted  State Historkc Preservation Ofi~cer for the Natlonal Htstoric Presewat~on Act of f 966 (Publ~c Law 89-6651. 1 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Reglster and certrh that i t  has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the Nationat Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE DATE - 1 
FDR WPSUSE CMLK . .. 

, . 
i HERE BY CERTIFY THAT& PROPERTY tS INCLUDED IN THE NATIOYRL REGISTER . . , . 

- .  I 
. . r 

DATE . i 
DIRECTOR. OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTOEIC PRESERVATION 

ATTEST: , 

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL. REGlSTEF! 

- ~TF-/ 

h .  

.. ' 

GP3 812 -553  



ARKANSAS HISTORIC 
PRESERVATlON PROGRAM 

W Suite 500, Continental Bugding, ~ a k  and Markham 
Littte Rmk, Arkansas 72201 Telephone: (50l) 371-2763 

August 10, 1977 

Mr. Bill Green, Librar ian 
Conway County Library 
Morrilton, AR 72110 

Re: Conway County Library 
Morxilton, Conway County 

Dear Mr. Green: 

The staff of the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program is pxeparing a N a t i o n a l  
Register nomination for t he  Conway County Library which will be presented to the 
Arkansas S t a t e  Review Committee at their  September meeting. If approved, the nom- 
inat ion will be submitted to the National Register office in Vlashington for f i n a l  
considera tion. 

The National Register of Historic Places is a l i s t i n g  of historic s i t e s ,  buildings, 
objects, and districts from all across the country that are worthy of preservation. 

E n t r y  in t h e  National Register is an honor which places no obligation on a private 
ownex. It does, however, provide protect ion through comment by t h e  Advisory Coun- 
cil on H i s t o r i c  Pxeselrvation from federally financed, assisted or l icensed projects 
that might affect a National Register property. 

On October 4 ,  1936, the President s igned  a T a x  Reform A c t  of which Section 2124 
refers to tax incentives for historic properties. Enclosed you w i l l  find a 
informatian sheet on that tax act. 

If you have any questions concerning the program or this property's nomination, 
please contact Dianna Kirk of o w  s ta f f .  

Enclosed are two copies o f  this letter. Please complete the  form below, sign and 
re tu rn  the original to our office. The copy is for  your files. W e  would appreci- 
ate receiving any eoments  you might have concerning the nomination of this prop- 
erty. If w e  do n o t  hear f r o m  you within 30 days, your amroval will be assumcd. 

Sincerely, 

0 
r' ! , c 

Barbara Woodard, Deputy Director 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

I approve of the nomination of t h e  above property 
to the  N a t i o n a l  Register of Historic Places Yes KO 

Comments: . : 

Date Signature 






