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1. Name of Property 

historic name Menilee High School Gymnasium 
. 

other namedsite number CNO 160 

2. Location 

street & number Nonhwest Comer of North Pafk Street and East Mustang Street not for publicat ion 
- - .. - 

city as town Menifee vicinity 

state Arkansas code AR Counp Conway d e  029 rip code 72107 

3. Statemederal Aeency Certification 

1 As thc designated authority under the National Historic Presewalion Act. a amcnded. I hereby cetlify that this nominxion 
request for determination o f  eligibil~ty meets the documentation standards For registering pmprrlies in the Nationd Register nf H~storic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set for in 36 CFR Pan 60. In my opinion. the proFrty meets 
does not meet the National Register criteria. I mcornrncnd that this provm h considered significant 

f Datv' 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
Slate or Erdenl agency and bureau 

En my opinion, the property meets C7; does not meet the Natinnd Register criteria. a Sce Continuation sheet Tot additional 
comments.) 

Signature of certifying nfficialfritlc Date 

Stare or Federal agency and bureau 

1. National Park Service Certification 

I hmby cert~fy [hat rhz property is: S ~gnaturc o C llic Kccper Dare oCAction 

TC entcred in the Kationa2 Rr~isrcr. - 
See continuation sheet 

dtrcrmined eligible frtr the 
National Rcpistm. 

See conlinttation shctt 
determined nor ellgiblc for the 

Xational Reprsrer 
I-CBTWYC~ fm the National 

Regism. 

7 mha, {explain:) 



:--%fee hlgn hcnool Gymnasium Conway County. Arkansas 
Name of Prc County and Stats 

5. Classil 

?wnership of Property Category a f  Property Number of  Resoar~es within Property 
i eck as many bores as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previousty listed reso~~rces in count.) 

private 

public-local district 

site 

structure 

object 

Contributing Noncontributing 

1 buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

1 0 Total 

Name of related multiple property listing Number of Cantribu timg resources previously listed 
(Enter "N/A" if property is, not part of a multiple propem listing.) in the National Register 

Public Schools in the Ozarks. 1920- 1940 N/A 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(Cnter categories from instmctions) 

Current Functions 
(Enter cdegorics from instructions) 

RECREATION AND CULTURE: sports faci lib VACANTMOT IN USE 

7. Description 

Architectural: Classification 
(Enter calcgories Ilmm instructions) 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

BungaIow/Crafkman Foundation STONE 
walls STONE 

roof ASPHALT 

other 

Narrative Description 
(&scribe the historic and current condition of the propeny on onc or more continuation sheets.) 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET 



, ,,den:ree Hrgn bcnool Gymnasium - 
P 

Conway County, Arkansas 
Counry and Statz Jame of Pro 

7plieable National Register Criteria 
rlt "x" i r i  one or more boxes for the criteria qualieing thc property 

1 I -  National Register listing.) 

Lwels of Significance (local. stare. national) 

Local 

A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

- -  

Areas of Significance (Enlcr categnrles from instructions) 

I3 B Property is associated with the lives ofpersons 
significant in our past. 

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type. period, or method of constmction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

D Propeny has yielded, or i s  likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Period of Significance 
1978 

Criteria Considerations Significant Dates 
(Wart "x" in aH the boxes that apply.) 1938 

Propep is: 
V A owned by a religious institution or used f ~ r  

/ religious purposes. 
Significant Person (Cornplctc if Criterion B is marked) 

B removed from its original location. NIA 

Q C moved from its original location. 

D a cemetery. 
Cu lhrra I Artiliation (Complete if Criterion D is marked) 
NIA 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure, 

F a commemorative property 
ArchitectlEuilder a G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance U'PA 

within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance o f  thc pnyxny an one or more continuation shects ) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography 
~ C ~ I P  rhs bonks. wicles, and othcr sourccs used in prepnine this ronn on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Comespondence from Rubye M. Jamison to Roy L. Wert, 200 1. 

English, 1. W. Menifee Past and Present. p. 6 ,  14, 1 8. 
/ 

eman McKindra's 1995 speech (unpublished). 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location ofadditional data: 
preliminary determination o f  individual listing (36 State Historic Preservation Office 
CFR 67) has been requested Ij Other State Agency 



Q previously listed in the National Register Federal Agency 
' - ' E'heviously determined eligible by the National Local Government 

Register University 
designated a h'arional Historic Landmark Other 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of reposiro~: 
fi 

_] recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # 



. . rMenifee High School Gymnasium 
Name o1'Pn 

Conway County, Arkansas 
County and State 

r 'reage of Property Less than one acre. 

UTM References 
(Place addittonal UTM rcfcrcncts on a continuation sheet.] 

Zonc Fasting North ing 
3 

Z Z  E a ~ t ~ n g  Northmg 

4 

SPe continuation s k i  

Verbal Boundary Description 
(bscribc the boundaries ofrhe property on a continuation sheet.) 

Section 24, Township 6, Range 15W. Beginning at an imaginary point located 20 feet north the northwest cornet ofrhe driveway 
turn west and continue west for a distance of 75 feet to a point formed by t h e  intersection of this line with the easternmost 
property boundary, turn facing south and continue south approximately 65 feet to a point formed by the intersection of this line 
with the southernmost property boundary, turn facing east and continue east approximately 75 feet until you reach the curb of the 
road, turning north and follow the curb until you reach the point o f  beginning. 

Boundary Justification 
(Explafn why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet ) 

This boundary contains the 1938 gymnasium which i s  the only bui tding remaining from the school complex after the 
1960 tornado. 

. -- - 

1 1. Form Prepared BY 

.,::meHitle J e w  Colemm~President (Edited bv Amv BennetttSurvev Historian) 

organization Menifee Community Development Center, Inc. date I2/1U01. 

street & number P.O. Box 147 telephone (50 1) 324-9874 

citv or town Menifee State Arkansas zip code 72107 



Menifee High School Gymnasium 
i - 1- Name v l  Propxty 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 7 Page 1 

Conway County, Arkansas 
Counr). and Stntt 

SUMMARY 
The Meni fee High School Gymnasium. constructed in 1938 by the WPA. is a one-story 
uncoussed fieldstone gymnasium with a rectangular plan and a gable roof. Though the primary 
windows are now covered by plywood, they are nine-over-six double-hung wood frame windows. 
A second row o f  smaller windows beneath the cornice provides light to 'the large space within. 
These are circa I970 replacements of the original clerestory windows. The building's exposed 
rafter ends, side gabled roof, and the two prominent porches supported by field stone piers make 
it a representative example of a WPA designed gymnasium. Sited on a gradually sloping hill just 
south of the northwest corner of North Park Street and East hlustans Street, the gymnasium is the 
only building of the circa 1938 school complex to sunive the 1960 tornado. The only 
outbuilding to sunjive the tornado intact now lies ouzside the property boundary of the 
gymnasium. This well house lias suffered the reconfiguration of its roofline from pyramidal ro 
gable. 

ELABORATION 
The Menifee High School Gymnasium is a single story. fieIdstone veneer gymnasium building 
designed in a restrained version of the Craftsman sty!e. Its rectangular plan i s  highlighted only by 
the two prominent single bay porches located on either end of the front fapde. The side gabled 
roof is covered by cornpositior~ shingles and is pierced by an interior chimney near the 
northwestern corner. The only addition to the building is located on the north elevation. This 
addition was added in the mid 1970s and features wncrete block walls, and a low-pitched gable 
roof. The addition housed new shower facilities for the students, 

The two porches feature a gable roof supported upon hvo fieldstone coIumns. The entrances are 
double-leafed wit11 transom windows. The area above in the gable end is covered with a wide 
weatherboard siding. The north porch is the primary entrance and grants access to the break box 
and the old concession stand. 

The interior consists of a stage located on the east side of the building, with a classroom on both 
ends of the stage. The walIs are dad in beaded board in the public spaces and plain horizontal 
boards in the restrooms. The origit~al reszrooms are still accessible and are located underneath 
both ends of the bleachers. Four wooden columns elttend from floor to ceiling. The beams are 
interfaced with the bleacller section. Lighting for the interior is accomplished by five rows of 
lights. The osigina! gym floor is in poor condition due to water infiltration and pigeon droppings. 
Located near the property, but outside of this nomination is the aforementioned well house, 



. Menifee High School Gymnasium 
' * ban): of property 

Conway County, Arkansas 
County and Stse 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

iiational Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 8 Page 1 

SUMMARY 
The Meni t'ee High School Gymnasium in Conway County is being nominated with local significance under Criterion A 
through its direct association with the evolution of the public school system in the Ozark Mountain region of the state during 
the period covered by the historic context, Public School-v in !he Ozurh, 1920-1940. 

ELABORATION 
The Menifee High School Gymnasium constructed in E 938 falls under the historic context Public SchooIs in the Ozarks, 
1920-1940, as a representative example of a stone gymnasium building canszrucaed for a rural school district. It is significant 
locally under Criterion A through i ts association with the Works Progress Administration, School principal J. C. McDaniel 
and the school board were able to Ilaw a gymnasium built. At the time of its constructs, it was one of the "first three 
buildings established for the purpose of sporting events indoors in Arkansas for African Americans." The three structures 
were Rasston in Nevada County; Menifee's gym in Conway County; and AM&N1s gym in Jefferson County." According to 
Mr. Mckindra, a graduate of the Conway Counp Training School, the building became "the life of the community." Citizens 
in the community worked on the building project. According to a letter from Ms. Rubye M. Jamison, the following Menifee 
rarpenters also worked on the project: Mr. Robert Jamison, Mr. Charles "Boy" Thompson, Mr. Dewitt Winston, and a 

1 m k r  of the Hines family. 

The Menifee High School Gymnasium became a place of pride for the students and families in Menifee. It was the place for 
local and state basketball tournaments; Menifee won several state basketball championships. In 1 94 1, Eddie Lee Surton, an 
English insfructor began hosting "'The Dramatic Tournament'bon the stage inside the gymnasium. The school debating team 
also hosted state events on the stage of the gym. The spring agricultural shows hosted by .Menifeels NFA were held in the 
gymnasium. In addition, all proms and large school assemblies were held in the gymnasium building. 

llze Menifee High School Gymnasium also served as a community center hosting public events for the community of 
Menifee. The gymnasium maintained its prominence in the community in that it was the only one of the school buildings to 
survive the 5 May 2 960 tornado intact. Following the tornado, the gymnasium was used as a temporary ciassroom building 
for students until other arrangements could be made to continue classes. 

Since 1965, Menifee has been an incorporated town with a MayrlAlderman form of governing. In 1966, the town hired its 
first town Marshall and established the Menifee Waterworks. In the 1970s, gravel lanes became paved streets with street 
signs. It was also during the 1970s that the building gained an addition to the building containing modern showers. In 1980. 
the Menifee School was merged with the Momilton and Plummervil !e Schools to form the South Conway County Sd~ool 
District. and in June 1989, the district gave the Ciiy of Menifee its gymnasium back. Since that time the building and its 
property have been in the hands of the Menifee City government. 

Significance 
The Menifee High School Gymnasium constructed in 1938 fails under the historic context Public Schools i r ~  rhe Clrwks, 
1920-1940. as a representative example of a stone gymnasium bui !ding constructed for a rural school district. It is being 

"inated under Criterion A with local significance. 














