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HISTORIC
Trinity Lutheran Church
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First German Lutheran Church of Wittenburg

BILOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

1/4.mils north of Highway 154 —NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY. TOWN - CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
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Henry L. Westphal, Chairman
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Trinity Lutheran Church
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Petit Jean Mountain  VICINITY OF Arkansas
EJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE,
REG!STAY OF DEEDS,ETC. Clerk's 0ffice
STREET & NUMBER
Conway County Courthouse
CITY. TOWN STATE
Morrilton Arkansas

9 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

NTLE

DATE

—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _ LOCAL

DEPQSITORY FOR
SURVEY AECOADS

CITY. TOWN

STATE




ZADESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECX ON& CHECK ONE
E_EXCELLENT __DETERIGRATED . ' _UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
__G0OD : __RUINS ¥ atTeER:n __MOVED DATE__
__FAIA __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIZE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (1IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARAMNCE

Trinity Luiheran Church is a gquain:z Irame bullding constructed in 1835,
Measuring aporoximataely 21 Feet by 3% feet, the small church is almost
as tall as it is long. Its dimensions give it an unusual and very
interescing appearance.

The foundation of the church is of native stcne, cut and mortared. The
pine walls are three layers thick with clapboard and cornerboards on
the outside, rough sawed planks in the middle, and flush board on the
inside. A high-pitch gable roof, now with composition shingles, covers
the structures and is surmounted by a small wooden cross at the south
end.

The main entry iz centered under the gable end on the south facade of the
church. Opening onto circular stone steps added in the 1940's, this entry
iz set in a simple rectangular frame and is uncovered. A second entry

is located on the west end of the north elevation. The windows on both
the east and west elevations, three per side, are double-hung, four-over-
four-light sash with simple trim.

The extremely simple style is continued on the interior of Trinity Church.
The oxiginal hand-planed pews are gquite unusnal in that one end abuts

the wall while the other end terminates in a scroll-cut piece along the
center aisle. Though the floors were covered with tile about 1960, the
horizontal flush-beard walls retain their orxiginal appearance. The

15 foot ceiling and the wall space above the picture mold were covered
with accoustical tile about 1960. Though the original pulpit. was situated
about seven feet above the floor, this was removed in the 1%30's and
replaced with a small pulpit at floor level.

Alterations to the church have beaen minimal, leaving the building little
changed from its 1886 construction. The church rests on its original
location,atop Petit Jean Mountain, one of Arkansas' most scenic spots.
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—ANVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES April 21, 1887 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Trinity Lutheran Church on Petit Jean Mountain is one of Arkansas'
oldest Lutheran churches. This quaint white frame structure is still
used for worship services by a small congregation.

Traditionally, Trinity ILutheran Church is believed to have been built

in 1886; however, the deed transferring the land from the Little Rock
and Fort Smith Railway to the church trustees is dated Apxril 21, 1887,
Present church officials beliéve that the frame building was constructed
immediately after the 1886 organization of the congregation, but before
the official land conveyance in 1887.

Like a number of settlements in west central Arkansas, this small
community on Petit Jean Mountain was settled by Gexman immigrants who
came to take advantage of the railroad's offers.: of inexpensive land.

(& similar group of German immigrants built St, Mary's Church at Altus,
added to the MNational Register on May 3, 1976.) This farming community
was originally named Wittenburyg, an indication of its German and Lutheran
origins. TFor the token sum of one dollar, the Little Rock and Fort Smith
Railway conveyed a twenty-acre church and cemetery site atop Petit Jean
Mountain to "H. Schnake and H. Jones, Trustees of First German DLuthexran
Trinity Church of Wittenburg, Arkansas."*

The church erected by these German Lutheran's is a one=storey white frame
structure with a high-pitch gable roof. Both the exterior and the
interior, which features the original hand-planed pews, are in a very
plain style and devoid of ornamentation. This simple clapboard church
has remained basically unaltered since its 1880's construction.

Though the congregation of Trinity Lutheran has never been large, it
has always been active. Weekly services are still held by the present

members, most of whom are descendants of Petit Jean's early German settlers.

Architecturally interesting for its simple, unadorned style, the church is
representative of rural Arkansas churches built in the late 19th century.

Trinity Lutheran Church is also significant as the last structure surviving

from the Wittenburg community.

* Warranty Deed. FEittle Rock and Fort Smith Railway to Trinity Lutheran
Church, Rpyild 21, 1887,
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"""'1 raniversary Bullet:.n, '“m.m.ty Lutharan C"erC"'., Patit Jean Mountain, ArK.,.July 18,1951

Morrilton I—‘Saadllght (Morriltoa, Arkansas), July 25, 1961. i
Warranty De=d. Little Pock and Fort Smith P.a‘;ln;a-,r +o Trinity Lutheran Church, Apr.21,18°

b

Wastpzal, Eenrv L. Personal interview (July 14, "1276) and personal filas. Trinity '
Lutheran Church, Petin JTzan Mountain, Arkansas,
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NAME

misToric Trinity Lutheran Church

AND/OR COMMON )
First German Lutheran Church of Wittenburg

3 LOCATION

oTv.Town Petit Jean Mountain  __ wicowryor county Conway state Arkansas

PHOTO REFERENCE

pHoTo crepit  Dianna ¥Firk

oATEOF PHOTO 1976

NEGATIVE FILED AT Arkansas Historic Preservation Program

4 IDENTIFICATION

GESCRISE VIEW, DIRECTION. ETC. IE DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING MAME & STREET
viewed from the southwest i 2

FHOTO NG,
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i NAME

HISTCRIC Trinity Lutheran Church

AND/OR COMMGN
First German Lutheran Church of

Wittenburg

Y4 LOCATION

ciTy.Town Petit Jean Mountain ___ viciNniTYOF

COUNTY Conw ay

STATE Arkansas

MAP REFERENCE

source U.S.G.S. Atkins Quadrangle

scate 1:24,000 paTe 1961
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