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The Cox House is an i n t e r e s t i n g  interplay of contrasts 
of style. On the one hand there 5s  the elegant scale 
and proportions of t h e  house w i t h  i t s  weatherbaard sid- 
i ng ,  symmetrical arrangement of I-~indows, p l a i n  i n s i d e  
end chimneys, and gable roof .  On t h e o t h e r h a n d ,  the 
imposition of delicate ornamentation combines to make 
the b u i l d i n g  a s t r i k i n g  example of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of a 
period style by local craftsmen. V i c t o r i a n  elements 
are a p p a r e n t  in the paired, slender brackets w i t h  pen- 
dan t s .  These are set in a w i d e  entablature and are 
symetrically placed over a l l  window openings  and at 
c o r w r s .  Over most window openings  the use of triangular 
pedimented arches w i t h  small pendants  .attached is an 
unusual feature.  CII 

m 
Of p a r t i c u l a r  noteworthiness  is the e n t r y  por t i co  to m 
the one-storey house, Barge baard is used in the heavy 
pedimented gable of the roof. The portico's mast - 
striking feature is the stylized co lu in s  on classical z 
pedestals that carry the  roof. ~n 

4 
The column shaf t  is a cluster of f o u r  slender posts x about one large pendant top and b o t t o m .  A double door 
e n t r y  with side and transon l i g h t s  spans the  entire e 
w i d t h  of t h e  portico. n 

4 
The C o x  House w a s  o r ig ina l ly  an L-shape wiL9 central  - 
hall and two rooms each side and a ki tchen in the rear. 0 
The i n t e r i o r  is devoid of elaborate ornamentation. Ar-  
ch i t r ave  t r i m  is used about  doors and windows. I n t e r i o r  z 

flooring, doors and hardware of t h e  t'rrree f r o n t  rooms rn 

are purportedly o r i g i n a l .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  note is one 
fireplace mantle with round-arched opening,  paneled 
spandre l s ,  and a cartouche in t h e  center. 

Several additions have been made to the  Cox House; how- 
ever, the o r i g i n a l  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  remains. 

I 

I 
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Lewisburg was once a f l o u r i s h i n g  t rade center  on t h e  
Arkansas  River. During a part of t 3 e  n i n e t e e n t h  century 
it w a s  the county s e a t  of Conway County and c o n t a i n e d  
many businesses and private homes. Waxever, in the 
Late  1 8 7 0 ' s  when t h e  L i t t l e  Rock to Fort Smith r a i l -  
road was completed and Lay about one m i l e  nor th  of 
Lewisburg ,  the old tovim began to die.  R i v e r  t r a f f i c  
zould no t  compete w i t h  t h e  r a i l road ,  znd merchants 
2egan l eav ing  Lewisbusg f o r  the nearby depot at 
Morri l t o n  . 
By 1890 Lewisburg was a deserted town. According to 
a contemporary account, only kwo #'pleasant and hand- 
some residencesw remained to show t h a t  Lewisburg was 
once a prosperous and t h r i v i n g  comnunity. One of 
those houses, the 3urrow-Cox House, s t i l l  stands today 
as a l i n k  w i t h  t h e  almost f o rgo t t en  past. 

In 1871 Colonel Hance Wesley B u r r o w  b u i l t  a b e a u t i f u l  1 
home on t h e  north edge of L e w i s b u r g .  Today the same 
home stands on its o r i g i n a l  site ,  north of the s i t e  of 
Lewisburg but  w i t h i n  t h e  s o u t h  ci ty l i m i t s  of K o r r i l t o n ,  

The Burrow f a m i l y  exern~l i f ied  the pioneer movement of 
many American families in t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  century. 
Both the maternal an2 pa te rna l  grandparents 05 H. W. 
B u r r o w  had moved f rom North C a r o l i n a  to eas t  Tennessee, 
and la ter ,  to west  Tennessee. The westward move was 
continued by Burrow's f a t h e r ,  Hiram Burrow, when he 
and all his family moved to Arkansas in 1858. 

B ~ r n  in n e s t  Tennessee in 1630, H. W, Burroit- was reared 
on h i s  father's farm. A f t e r  several y z z r s  of t e a c h i n g  
scbool he married in 1857 and began farming. In 1858 
Burrow moved w e s t  ~ j i t h  h i s  fa ther  to Arkansas, a journ5y 
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which  took almost t h ree  months.  He bought  some land in 
the Arkansas River Valley and began farming, but was soon 
i n t e r r u p t e d  by the C i v i l  W a r .  

E N T R Y  NUMBER O h  T E 

D u r i n g  t h e  Federa l  occupa t ion  of t h e  Conwzy County area 
Mr, Burrow r e t u r n e d  to Tennessee, where he stayed u n t i l  
the end of the Civil I.?ar. In August,  1855 he moved back 
to Arkansas to resume his f a r r i n g  operations. A f t e r  being 
widowed f o r  s i x  years, Mr. B u r r o w  remarried in 1871, I n  
t h a t  same year he built his home on a f i v e  zcre t rac t .  j u s t  
n o r t h  of Lewisburg. 

(Number all m t r i a e )  

The Burrow-Cox home, built by a moderately wealthy p l a n t e r  
in the post-Civil War era,  is representative of t h i s  l i f e -  
style and t h i s  era in the Arkansas River Valley, ?Tow 
owed by t h e  C o x  family and used as a children's schoo l ,  
t h e  Rurrow-Cox House is one of the last r emz in ing  l i n k s  
b e t w e e n  Morrilton and the p a r e n t  conrnunity of O l d  L e w i s -  
burg- 
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