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1 I & A l b r a d  0 Unoltcrad 1 [j Meued Original S i l s  1 

The Moose House was originally a two-storey cen t ra l  h a l l  
plan w i t h  one rocrm on each side. It is of rectilinear 
shape w i t h  gable roof. Stone i n s i d e  end chimneys rise 
above the ridge line. A two-storey por t ico  w i t h  second 
s torey porch graces the f r o n t  entry.  

A provincial  style best characterizes the Moos@ House. 
Weakherbo&.d s i d i n g ,  green louver shutters, very l i t t l e  
ornamentation, and symmetrical features combine to make 
a simple statement of the needs of the or ig ina l  bui lder .  

The interiors of the Moose House c o n t i n u e  t h e  simple 
refinement of t h e  exterior. All trim is p la in ,  as are 
the fireplace mantels of clear f i n i s h e d  oak. 

The o r i g i n a l  rectilinear plan has-.been al tered to an 
ell-shape Dlan w i t h  an extrud4d)-coFr=ner isi'lthe elbow of 
the ell. The two-storey wing.,-. forangr; the 'beg of the 
~ 1 1 ,  w a s  added about 1555 to accornod&te th6\growing Moose 
family. About 1910 t h e  c en t r a l  hallwaProf yqhe o r i g i n a i  
house was extendod on both F!oor'$.;;-$thqs forFing t h e  
addi t ion in the  elbow of theypll-iz.-:.:Th.e '-one-storey room 
and enclosed porch were sdded, span "kfkerw*ds. An or ig ina l  
one-storey veranda across t h e  'frdnt of tp6 house was 
replaced by the present two-s tokey;  poFk%co when the  house . 
was first enlarged. 

A s i g n i f i c a n t  number of alterations in the  form of addi- 
t i o n s  to t h e  o r i g i n a l  structure have been made to the  
rear of the house. Each a d d i t i o n  blends harmoniously 
w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t ruc twe ,  hence maintaining the  inkeg- 
rity of t h e  s k u c t u r e  as a whole- 

The i n t e r i o r  plan of t;?e o r i g i n a l  structure is org+nized . 
as a large central hallway w i t h  one room on e i t h e r  s i d e .  
The open-well, two-flight stairway originates along t h e  
l e f t  side of the  central h a l l  w i t h  the l and ing  across the 
end of t h e  h a l l .  The s t a i r  continues to t h e  second f l o o r  
along the r i g h t  wall. The w h i t e  walls were replastered in 
19 6 7 .  
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Thr: Pioose HOUSE is in excellent cond i t ion ,  having beer? 
continually oancd anc  cccupizd by a member of the F+ioose 
f ami ly .  Jamss Sayle Hoose, Jr., grandson of t h e  bui lSsr ,  
now lives in t h i s  ~ e i l  c x e 6  for rzs idenct ,  
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Wen t h e  Little R o c k  to Fort Smith Rai l road was con- 
s t r u c t e d  through Conway County in the ear ly  187OSs, 
the tracks lay about one m i l e  n o r t h  of Lewisburg; a 
prosperous p o r t  city on the Arkansas River- A station 
was  established n o r t l ~  of the old t o w n ,  and people be- 
gan novfng from Lewisburg to the r a i l road ,  

The  land >lest of t h e  Conway County s t a t i o n  be longed  to 
Edwin James Morril1,and t h a t  to the east belonged to 
Jams' M i l e s  Moose- The two gentlemen divided t h e i r  
lands into city l o t s  and s o l d  it to i n d i v i d u a l  buyers 
who were n~ving to the  railroad s ta t ion  area. As 2 
t o w n  grew around t h e  s t a t i on  Mr. Morrill mcl H r .  Moose 
decided to nase t h e  growing community. Purportedly, 
the unceremonious f l i p  of a c o i n  named the new town 
Morriltan ra ther  than Mooseville. 

Though t h e  town was named for the Morrills, t h e  1400s~ 
family has always been prominent in the c i t y f  s his tory .  
The Moose family home, located in east  Florrilton, has 
stood in the same spot fo r  over one hundred years .  It 
was b3iJ.t before t h e  ra i l road came through and has 
w i t n e s s e d  the origin and c o n t i n u i n g  prosperity of the 
surrounding + railroad community. 

T h e  EToose house w a s  b'~ilt in the lake 1860% by James 
Miles Moose. .After se rv ing  in t h e  Confedera te  Army in 
Texas Mr. Moose returned to Conway C o m t y  , Arkansas, 
to find t h a t  his former home had been Surned during t h e  
war. He dec ided  to rebuild on the same spot,  a b ~ u t  one 
m i l e  north of Lewisburg. Using Lumbor fron the  I ~ I ~ k h a n  
Tavern, an o l d  s taqe stop in Lowisburg, Fir. Noose built 
t'ne: hotlse arognd which the  c 2 t y  of M o r r i l t o n  grevi. 
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8. Significance (Moose House - Page 2 )  

Ln Caodspeed* s 1890 H i s t o r y  of Conway County the hone of 
James M i l e s  Mouse w a s  described as follows: "his pleasant 
r e s i d e n c e  in t h e  eastern end is the old f a r m  housere- 
modeled and rebuilt, which surrounded w i t h  flowers and 
shrubbery, presents a m o s t  p leas ing  picture of peace, 
contentment, and prosper i ty  to t h e  visitor. The  "re- 
modeled a d  rebq&l"l"farm h o ~ s e  could have referred to 
the  original house burned dur ing  the C i v i l  W a r ,  ar it 
could have referred to improvements made on the house be- 
ween its late 18609 construct ion and this I890 re' ~erence 
to t h e  house- 

Before settling pe rmanen t ly  in t he  Arkansas River Valley, 
the  builder of the Moose house h a d  made kl:ro t r i p s  to 
C a l i f o r n i a ,  Along w i t h  his father, John L- Noose, J?-mes 
M, Moose first made an overland trip to the California 
coast in 1849, A f t e r  three years in the West, he returned 
to Arkansas in t h e  autumn of 1852. The next spring young 
Moose m a r r i e d  Sophia Stockton, daughter of a l o c a l  farmer- 
Soon af ter  h i s  m a r r i a g e  he bought a herd 05 catt le and 
drove them on a second overland t r i p  to California. Re- 
turning to Arkansas fn 1854, he settled permanently, 
except, for his C i v i l  War service, in Conway Cour~ky. 

Jaiies and Sophia Noose had ten children, one of whom w a s  
president of t h e  Arkansas Senate and judge of the Fifth 
Judicial DistricZ of Arkansas. Their youngest son, James 
Sayle, w a s  born in the Moose house in 1875 and died there 
sevenky-eight ye=s later - His son,  -James Sayle Moose, 
Jr:, former U. S. Ambassador ta several Middle E a s t  coun- 
tries, now owns and 'lives in the family hose. 

T h e  Moose House is the  m s s t  groninent h i s t o r i c  landnark 
of early MorriZtan. Its s i g n i f i c a n c e  lies in the impor- 
tance to the community of the  family it has housed f o r  
over a cen tu ry ,  and t h e  fact t h a t  it is the oldest home, 
older Ynan t h e  connuni ty  i t s e l f ,  in the r z i l r o x d  Zua.:n of _ _  _--. Morril ton.  - .  . -. 
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The p r o v i n c i e l  char2eto-r of thg' I-:';o~s.~&c12se h2s r e m i n e d ,  
. . 

des;-ite t k e  s u r r o u n d i n g  exp-lns2.on oi.3"ils'tn:n. The t+i~- 
s t o r e y  f r ;~?  residence h a s  a t!,-!o--dtcr~y p 9 r t i c 0  
c e r ! t ? r e d  on =he F i v e - 3 ~ ~  w i d e  fac+25  - 'fi':~ .,. green shL:?tered 
7 - r i  -. - - -  , ~ . - ~ z , ~ + . : ~  ~ ~ ; ~ ~ ~ . = , ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ ~ m r : ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~  A 15t2*; - ' h d c j i t i b ~ ~  k k ~  criqi251 
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keeping with  t h e  simple style. Archi tec tura l ly ,  the Noose 
House expresses t h e  rurzl l i fes ty le  of a n ~ d e r z t e l y  wealthy 
Arkansas f a r m e r  in t h e  years following the C i v i l  Was, 

G P O  9 2 t + 7 2 C  
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