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B. DESCRIPTIONM

{Check Ona)

D Excellent D{I Goed D Foir El Deteriorated D Ruins [j Unexposad
CONDITION -

(Check One) } (Check Ons)
G Alrerod 0O Unohorﬂf , O Moved [ Original Sile

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL [if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Moose HOuse was originally a two-storey central hall
plan with one room on each side. It is of rectilinear
shape with gable roof. Stone inside end chimneys rise
above the ridge line. A two-storey portico with second
storey porch graces the front entry.

A provincial style best characterizes the Moose House.

Weatherbodrd siding, green louver shutters, very little
ornamentation, and symmetrical features combine to make
2 simple statement of the needs of the original builder.

The interiors of the Moose House continue the simple
refinement of the exterior. All trim is plain, as are
the fireplace mantels of clear finished oak.

A significant number of alterations in the form of addi-
tions to the original structure have been made to the
rear of the house. Each addition blends harmoniously
with the original structure, hence maintaining the integ-
rity of the structure as a whole.

The original rectilinesar plan has::been altered to an
ell-shape plan with an extruded:corner in’the elbow of
the ell. The two-storey wing,- formlngﬂthe‘leg of the
ell, was added about 1885 to- a"comodate‘the\grOWLng Moose
1 family. About 1910 the central hallwa¥<of ﬁhe original
house was extended on both floors,“thus formlng the
addition in the elbow of the-ellil: The-ona—storey room
and enclosed porch were added soon aftérwards. An original
one-storey veranda across the‘front of @pe house was
replaced by the present two- -storey: portico when the house.
was first enlarged.

The interior plan of the original structure is organized
as a large central hallway with one room on either side.
The open-well, two-flight stairway originates along the
left side of the central hall with the landing across the
end of the hall. The stair continues to the second floor
along the right wall. The white walls were replastered in
1967.

The Moose House is in excellent condition, having been
continually ownsd and cccupied by a member of the Moose
family. Jam2s Sayle Mooss, Jr., grandson of the builder,
now lives in this well czred for residencs.
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i3. SIGMIFICANCE
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O Cemmearcs 3 Litereture itorian
] Communications [0 militery [ Theater
O Conservation ) Music

[ Troasportation

SYATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

When the Little Rock to Fort Smith Railroad was con-
structed through Conway County in the early 1870's,
the tracks lay about one mile north of Lewisburg, a
prosperous port city on the Arkansas River. A station
was established north of the old town, and people be-
gan moving from Lewisburg te the railroad.

The land west of the Conway County station helonged to
Edwin James Morrill,and that to the east belonged to
James Miles Moose. The two gentlemen divided their
lands into city lots and sold it to individual buyers
who were moving to the railroad station area. As a
town grew around the station lMr. Morrill and Mr. Moose
decided to name the growing community. Purportedly,
the unceremonious flip of a coin named the new town
Morrilton rather than Mooseville.

Though the town was named for the Morrills, the Moose
family has always been prominent in the city's history.
The Moose family home, located in east Morrilton, has
stood in the same spot for over one hundred years. It
was bullt before the railroad came through and has
witnessed the origin and continuing prosperity of the
surrounding railroad comaunity.

The Moose house was built in the late 1860's by James
Miles Moose. .After serving in the Confederate Army in
Texas Mr. Moose returned to Conway County, Arkansas,

to find that his former home had been burned during the
war. He decided to rebuild on the same spot, about one
mile north of Lewishurg. Using lumber from the HMarkham
Tavern, an old stage stop in Lewisburg, Mr. Moose built
the house around which the city of Morrilton grew.
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8. Significance (Moose House - Page 2)

In Goodspeed's 1890 History of Conway County the home of
James Miles Moose was describad as follows: 'hals pleasant
residence in the eastern end is the old farm house re-
modeled and rebuilt, which surrounded with flowers and
shrubbery, presents a most pleasing picture of peace,
contentment, and prosperity to the visitor." The 're-—
modeled and rebuilt'farm house could have referred to

the original house burned during the Civil War, or it
could have referred to improvements made on the houss be-
ween its late 1860's construction and this 1820 reierence
to the house.

Before settling permanently in the Arkansas River Valley,
the builder of the Moose house had made two trips to
California. Along with his father, John L. Moose, James
M. Moose first made an overland trip to the California
coast in 1849. After three years in the West, he returned
to Arkansas in the autumn of 1852. The next spring young
foose married Sophia Stockton, daughter of a local farmer.
Soon after his marriage he bought a herd of catile and
drove them on a second overland trip to California. Re-
turning to Arkansas in 1854, he settled perman=ntly,
except for his Civil War service, in Conway County.

James and Sophia Moose had ten children, one of whom was
president of the Arkansas Senate and Jjudge of the Pifth
Judicial District of Arkansas. Tneir youngest son, James
Sayle, was born in the Moose house in 1875 and died there
seventy-eignt years later. His son, James Sayle Moose,
Jr., former U. S. Ambassador to several Middle East coun-
tries, now owns and lives in the family home.

The Moose HoOuse is the most prominent historic landmark
of early Morrilton. Its significance lies in the impor-
tance to the community of the family it has housed for
over a century, and the fact that it is the oldest home,
older than the community itself, in the railrozad town of
Morrilton. N

The provincial character of tnevuoohegﬁﬁ” has rema;ned,
dezspite the surrounding expansion of. Fh= tovmn. The {wo-
stmrey white fr““ﬂ recidence has a two-storey portico
centared on the five-biy wide facais "tae green shittered
ahih ' 3
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keeping with the simple style. Architecturally, the Moose
House expressass the rural lifestyle of a moderately wealthy
Arkansas farmer in the years following the Civil War.
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As the designated State Liaizson Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-655), I hereby nomirate this property for inclusion
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Notiomal Register,
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1. NAME
CoMMON T ANO/OR HISTORIC .

Markham Tavern

Moose House
2. LOCATION
ETATE COUNTY TOWN
Arkansas Conway Morrilton

STREET ANO NUMBER

711 Green Street

[HEGATIVE FILED AT

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT OATE

April 19, 1974

Arkansas Historic
Preservation Program

rochert Dunn

4, IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

south facade viewed from the south.
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711 Green Street

3. MAP REFERENCE
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Ea§*G-S. Map, Morrilton
St, AR. 7.5 minutes ’
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1. NABE T
COMMDN i ] " ) AND/GR HISTORIC - HUMEAIC CODE (Aarianed by ¥PS}
-

Moose House Markham Tavern
2. LOCATION ,
ETATE COUNTY TO WM

Arkansas Conway Morrilton
STRELT AND MUMBER o

711 Green Street
3. PHOTO REFEREMCE ) -
AHQTO CREDIT DATE  [NECATIVE FILED AT

Arkansas Historic
Robert Dunn Apri! 19, 1974 Preservation Progran

4. IDENTIFICATION

F‘- . JESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

East elevation, viewed from the northeast
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