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HISTORIC ) .
Morrilton Railroad Station

ANG/OR COMMON
Missouri-Pacific Passenger Depot -

PALOCATION

STREET & NUMBER First block EBast of Division St., and Basgingn Railroad Ave.
and between Division and Voose St., and on thesdesbleubeohe railroad

T TiT.7own and Broadway Ive. . CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
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Missouri Pacifie Railroad
STREET & NUMBER

64,00 Martin Avenue
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Kansas City  VIGINITY OF Missouri 6L100
%LOCATTON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE,

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. Giyeuit Clerk & Recorder's Office, Conway Co. Courthouse
STREET & NUMEER

South Moose St.

CITY. TOWN STATE
Morrilton irkansas 22310
; REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE

Deed Record Book "K" at page 402

_FEDERAL __STATE __COUNT
- N , 1869 rasorded Mepean 17 10:1(5% ATE SO~ LEeL
DEPOSITORY FOR * e T e e A
SURVEY RECORGS

DATE

RF! C(’)T‘dﬁ‘r"'q Affina Chf“_‘,"”" Lipyam r__{:hr
CITY, TOWN 4 = ALV IV R e

Morrilton irkansas, 72110

P



PR DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED X _UNALTERED X _ORIGINAL SITE
X GooD __RUINS —ALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED =

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

- The Missouri-Pacific passenger devot at lMorrilton,
Arkansas, is a one-story building completely faced with dark
red brick. The ceiling is 12'8" high., The building is 149
long, running east and west by the Missouri-Pacific tracks.
It has a nip roof with red tile for covering. The main
building has five main sections: a .white waiting room
{257 x 31') with rest rooms for men and women in the east
section {20' x 20'}; a ticket office (31! x 16!'1") with a bay
section (5% % 16‘1") extending northward toward the railroad
tracks; a black waiting room:{25' x 26'); an open breezeway
pavad with red brick (I7'7" x 20'); and a- freizht station
(455" x 20') on the west end of the building. The windows
and doors (now boarded over) are painted white as is the trim
of the eaves and gabled roof-ends on the east and west. The
depot occuries adproximately half of the lot, the other half
being egually divided into two graveled areas for parking.

- The architectural style is typical of depots built
in the early part of the :twentieth century.

It might be noted that the signs on the east and west
ends of the depot are nct spelled lixe the name of the rman wao
gave the right-of-way for the tracks and deovot, flr. E. J. florrill.
In svelling the name of the new town, the last "1" was omitted,
and Morrill zave rise to Morriliton. Another interesting note:
Morrilton, trxansas is the only town by that name in the entire
United States (according to all available gazetteers).
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

tounded by, Division. St. on’ the wvest, Moose S5f.-on the east,
Pailroad Ave, on the South, rallroad tracks and Broadway on
the north. . D

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

, , . Conwav Countv
STATE : ’ CODE COUNTY CODE

FORM PREPARED BY - i

MAME / TITLE
Downtown "fTerchants Association of the Morrilton Chamber of Commerce
ORGANIZATION . T DATE
*rs, T, J. Warren, Sr. : .
- - ? __ December 14, 1976
STREET & NUMBER T ! . FELEPHONE
114 East Broadway - © 501-354-3369.
CITY OR TOWHN FErTs
Morrilton - Arkansas

@STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANGE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ___ STATE____ LOCAL X

As the des:gnated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preser\ratron Act of 1968 {Public Law B9-655). |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certi
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. i
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o NAME

HISTORIC . . )
Morrilton Railroad Station

AND/OR COMMON .
Missouri-Pacific Passenger Depot

I
LOCATION
CITY, TOWN . —YICINITY OF EDU NTY STATE
Morrilton onway " Arkansas
iz PHOTOC REFERENCE
PHROTO CREDIT DATE OF PHOTO
Dianna Xirk 1976
NEGATIVE FILED AT
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program
¢4 IDENTIFICATION
E‘ESCR!BE'WEW. IRECT.WON, ETC.IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUMLDING NAME & STRZET PHOTO NO.
viewed from the southwest 1

INT: 208378



SICNIFICANCE

"

_ PERIOD . I ) AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—_PREMISTURIC _ ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC  __ COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _RELIGION
*400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __COMSERVATION __LAW ' __SCIENCE |,

30-1599 __AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1693 3_ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION __MIUTARY __SOCIALZHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 __ART __ENGINEERING __MusIC __THEATER
_1800-1899 ..__COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _PHILOSOPHY X__TRANSPORTATION
2.1900- __COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY ' __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES . e ‘ BUILDER/ARCHITECT

Misscuri-Pacific Railroad Co.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
¢ The commercial and residential development of any
community parallels the development of transportdtion throuzh-
out our nation. At first there was only sea-port trading.
Then, as travel began on inland waterways, river ports became
the center of commerce and civilization followed the routes
of transportation.

: This was the case in Conway County, Arkansas. Traffic
by way of the Arkansas River brought supplies and people to the
river port landing at Lewisburg. But when the Missouri-Pacific
"Railroad built a line from Little Rock to Fort Smith, putting the
tracks through Conway County about three miles north of Lewisburg,
a new town came into existence - Morrilton. Freight and passenger
service brought business and people to thé area north and south of
the tracks where homes, schools, churches and businesses were
built. So, after the railroad came in 1875, a thriving community was
born, developing surely and slowly into the county seat of Conway
County. Mr. E. J. Morrill and Mr., James Miles Moose deeded land
for the tracks and depot lot. The Morrill property was west of
the quarter-section line; the Moose property lay to the east. It
was decided to name the new town for the man on whose land the
new depot was built. This was Mr. Morrill's land, so it became
Mlorrilton”. The first street west of Division street (which
divides the town into western and eastern halves) is Morrill Street;
the first street east of Division Street is Mcose Street.

Because of its central location in downtown Morrilton, the
depot is visible from most of the major stores and businesses.
The new Interstate 40 is avporoximately two miles north of the
Missouri-Pacific tracks. As usual, new business places are opening
up to be near the new freeway. In order to attract business and
visitors to the older downtowvn area, the Morrilton Downtown Merchants
issociation is vitally interested in (1) preserving the reason for
the origin of the town - the Missouri-Pacific Depot, (2) creating a
museum in which to house items of historic value dating about the
time the depot was built and through the following years of growth,
(3) providing a display room where artists and craftsmen of the ares
can display and sell their wares, and (4) keep in repalr z building
of historic architectural significance. There are no more depots
like the one in W¥orrilton. It is a sound, well-built structure,
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and with proper care and maintenance it should last
for many years as a useful and interesting part of our
heritage for the future.
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Ad NAME

HISTORIC .
Morrilton Railroad Station

AND/OR CO!‘-!MCIN .
Missouri-Pacific Passenger Depot

%% LOCATION

CITY. TOWN —VICINITY OF COUNTY STATE
Morrilton Conway Arkansas ;
%4 MAP REFERENCE |
SQURCE I
U.S.G.S., Morrilton East Quadrangle f
SCALE DATE
1:24,000 1961

75 REQUIREMENTS
TO BE INCLUDED CN ALL MAPS
1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES
2. NORTH ARROW
3. UTM REFERENCES

INT: 346475 |
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 HISTORIC i . <
Morrilton Railroad Station

AND/ORCO_MMON . L. )
Missouri-Pacific Passenger Depot

-] LOCATION

CITY. TOWN g — _VICINITY OF
Morrilton

%th‘{lqg STATE
: Y Arkansas

i1 PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT
Dianna Kirk
MEGATIVE FILED AT
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program

DATE OF PHOTO

1976

IDENTIFICATION

S

" DESCRISE VIEW. DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET

viewed from the northeast

PHOTQO NO.

2

INT: 2983=73
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Morrilton Railroad Station
Conway County, Arkansas
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