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Sammy. The Conway County Courthouse is of brick, concrete and terra cotta 
construction, and designed in a late Classical revival style the flatnessof which 
prefigures the Art Deco. It is of two-and-one-half storys in height with a raised 
basement and features a sgmnetrical, rectangdar plan with the exception of a central 
projecting bay on the eastern or rear elevation. 

Habration. The Conway County Courthouse, constructed 1929-30 and designed by Mctle 
Rock archi tec t Frank W. Gibb, is a l a t e  Classical Revival design revealing both Gibb ' s 
typical preference fo r  the classical Greek s tylis t i c  vocabulary ( rather than R m n  
prototypes) and the rising influence of the A r k  k c o  ' h r n e .  ' The red brick, white 
concrete, and w h i t e  terra cot ta  b u i l d m g  is two-andme-half storys in height with a 
raised basement and f lat  roof 'behind a parapet. The central hall and U-shaped stairwell 
divides Lhe plan which is fundamentally rectangular except fo r  che square projecting 
eastern (rear) bay. 

The western or front facade is seven bays across and oriented around a central, low 
~rojectbg porch and entrance. The two end bays on this elevation are of brick and 
feature t k .  pilasLers with terra cotta bases and capitals flanking the windows. The 
northern bay is completely Lighted with altrminm awning windows, while the southern bay 
is fenestrated w i t h  two grouped pair  of w d  casement windows-of fifteen panes each with 
a seven-pane transom over each pair--on the second floor, and alminm awning windows on 
the first floor. 'Ihe crowning half-s tory is Lighted with tMr  ty-six pane fixed wocd 
windows. The central five bays are recessed and separated by fout: sheer, three-quarter 
round, £dl-height codrrmns which dominate the composition. These columns sit upon simply 
molded bases and feature the typically Greek quality of entasis-the subtle and gradual 
narrowing of the column toward the top--as they rise to  their Doric capitals. Above, a 
concrete cornice atop a terra cotta frieze (blank except fo r  the courthouse name) 
projects from the simple brick parapet , which itself is detailed only with  blank t e r r a  
cotta panels placed directly above the columns. The terra cotta coping-including the 
low central scrolls  which support the flagpole-completes the elevation. 'Phe four bays 
flanking the entrance bay are each fenestrated with twenty-four pane f ixed wood windows 
in the uppermost ha15 story, two grouped pair of ten-by-ten wood c a s e m t  windows with a 
four-pane transom over each pair on the second floor, and aluminum awning w i n d o w s  on the 
first floor. The entrance bay has an aluminum entrance door and aluminum awning windows 
above. The basement, which features a terra cocta water table, is also fenestrated with 
a l d n u m  awning windows in all s ix  bays flanking the central stairway, which descends 
through this level. from the first floor entry. The only de ta i l  of note is the shallow 
bas-relief crest over the entrance and the concrete fluted lamp c o l m  £1- the 
paved walk through the low brick porch. 

The northern and southern elevations are virtual.Ly identical, differing only in window 
ype. Each is three bays wide and features a brick basement wall relieved only by a pair 
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of symnettically placed window openings flanking a central entrance. The upper two-and- 
one-half stows are more ornate. The two end bays each feature a pair of brick pilasters 
with term cotta bases and capitals flanking the central windows. The central bay is 
recessed (echoing the central, recessed bay on the front of the  building) and highlighted 
by two full-height whLte terra coma pilasters set into the corners and flanking the 
central. windows. The projecting white concrete cordce and a t e  terra cotta frieze 
beneath is continued around these elevations from Lhe front, as is the brick parapet with 
terra cotta coping. On the nor them and southern elevations, however, this parapet 
features raised brick panels which respond to  the brick pilasters direc t ly  beneath. All  
the window openings on the norzhern elevation are f i l l e d  with aldnum awning windows; 
the entrance also features an alminm entrance door. The southern elevation has seen a l l  
of i t s  original w d  windows replaced with allrminm awning windows with the exception of 
the second story and top half-story, which c o n t h  grouped pairs of ten-by-ten n o d  
casement windows with a four-pane transom over each and twenty-four pane fixed wood 
windows, respectively. 

'he eastern or rear elevation is seven bays wide a d  ornamented only with the white 
concrete and terra coltta projecting cornice which continues around from the northern and 
southern elevations, but only so far as to cap the two brick pilastess which flank each 
of the two outer bays and rest atop the white concrete water table, The entire 
composition of the elevation is otherwise plain and synmtrical with the sole exception 
of the small window placed just to the south of the central windoa on the second floor. 
Only the water table and white terra cot ta parapet coping relieve the plain red brick 
walls. Finally, a l l  the windows on this elevation are allnnSnum and of either awning or 
sash con£iguration with the exception of the southern bay, which retains its eri@ml 
twenty-four pane f ixed wood windows on the top half-story, its groupd pairs of cen-by- 
ten wood casement w i n d o w s  with a four-pane transom over each pair on the second floor, 
and basement windows of four-over-four w o o d  sash. 

The simple interior features plaster walls painted white and decorated only with stained 
woad casement windows, entries, and moldings. 

The alterations have been almost exdusively Limited t o  the r e p l a m n t  of exterior 
windows; otherwise, the building appears as il: did in 1929. 
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S-. The Conway County Courthouse is being nominated under Criterion C with local 
significance. Its synthesis of the Greek, Roman and Italian Renaissance architectural 
vocabularies i n t o  a unified design qualifies this building as one of the most unusual 
conceptions of the ZLit tSe Rock architect Frank W. Gibb, and the finest example of its 
kind in Morrilton. 

Eiabration: Zhe Conway County Courthouse, design4 i n  1929 by Little Rock architect 
Frank W. Gibb, stands as a monument t o  both the f inal  years of one of Arkansas' best 
known architects (he died in November of 1932) and the loosening hold of the Classical 
Revival style on the imaginations of architects and patrons. The insistence upon the 
employmenb of Roman and Greek architectural detail for the ornamentation of an 
essentially rectangular Renaissance villa-type of structure while a t  the same t h e  
flattening that detail into the wall surface t o  create a more two-dhensional surface 
indicates a turning point for Gibb relative to his earlier work and a break i n  local 
architectural preferences with the heavier, more h i s t o r i d l y  traditional ClassicaL 
Revival which was popular i n  the first Lwo decades of the twentieth century. 

-. Morril ton had been the county seat of Conway County since 1883, an honor bestowed upon i t 
through its good fortune of having the Little Rock & Fort Smith Railroad lay i t s  tracks 
through the town in 1875. On January 2, 1927, the old courthouse burned and so provided 
the impetus for the design and planning of a replacement on the same site.  However, the 
f i r s t  attempts at letting contracts for the new building caused enough local 
consternation that the entire matter ended up in court and became a campaign issue i n  the 
election for county judge the next year. The source of the conflict i s  not clear from 
contwrporaneous newspaper accounts, but Judge T.J.  Moore was elected i n  1928 largely 
through h i s  condemnation of the earlier contracts and how they were drafted. In that 
same election an amendment was adopted to the constitution granting counties the 
privilege of voting a special tax for the purpose of erecting both courthouses and jails, 
and the new Conway County Courthouse was authorized under that act. 

By July of 1929 Frank W. G i b  of Little Rock had been hired to design the new courthouse 
for a total fee of $1,800. By the following week, the Hot: Springs contractor John P. 
Jones had been awarded the contract for the construction of the edifice. The winning bid 
was f o r  a total of $97,000, which included the purchase of the brick, terra cotta trim 
and Batesville stone with which the building was to be built. And as was c m n  a t  the 
time, the contractor promised t o  buy as mny of the materials as possible from Local 
Morril ton vendors. 

Of special interest is the fact that the supervisor of construction on behalf of the  
county was Sam Davies, the sme Sam Davies who was so h s t r m n t a l  i n  the developrent of 
Petit  Jean Mountain nearby i n t o  one of Arkansas' first state parks and who also 
supervised the considerable Civilian Conservation Corps work which occurred there in 
connection with that development. 
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Work proceeded ahead of schedule: the original completion date of early A p r i l  was moved 
back to March as the construction progressed and t he  cow tbouse was of f i c i a l ly  opened on 
Mach 10, 1930, amid fanfare, speeches, and over 5,000 vis i tors .  

The Conwy County Courthouse is the best and possibly the only l o d  example of what can 
only t~ t e e d  a transitional interpretation of che Classical Revival style which had 
swept the nation in the early twentieth century. The heavy, three-dimensional detail 
drawn dlreczly from Classical precedents and organized i n to  a f o m l  and dramatic 
presentation had s e h o u  lost  its enthusiasm by 1929, and even in a design f m  an 
architect who was so obviously fond of that heavy Classical Revival in his earlier work 
(e.g., the Greek temple form of h i s  own home on Arch Street i n  Little Rock and the 
massive Georgian Colonial Revival aesthetics he employed in the design for the Arkansas 
Building in the Louisiana Purchase E x p s i  tion in St . Louis, both designed c. 1904) . The 
Doric columns are now aktached and thus only half-round, the pilaster capitals are simple 
and restrained, and none of the de ta i l  projects ~ignificantly t o  interrupt the flatness 
of the wall plane. This m y  be the only design by Gibb to show clearly the growing 
influence of the Art Deco aesthetic on the Classical vocabulary which would later becorne 
so popular around Arkansas and t he  rest of the nation, and particularly in the  design of 
publ ic  buildings. 






























