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 NAME I: 
HISTORIC A Y C O C ~  Rouse / i  

ANDlOR COMMON I/ 
Aycock3amell Rouse i: 

a LOCATION ' i I; 
!1 

STREET & NUMBER 

410 West Church ,NOT FOR WBUUTIOFI 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Morxilton - WCI NIITY OF seco~d 
STATE SFDE COUNTY CODE 

Arkansas co nway 029 

GATE G DRY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
A I S T R l C I  ,PUBLIC X-OCCUPIED 

xBUICDIMGISI XJRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

S r a C l C T U R E  ,IbW -WORK IN PAOGRESS 
,SITE PUBLIC ACCTtllSlTlON ACCESSIBLE 

d -OWE" 
,IN PROCESS I L Y E S :  R E S T R I ~ E O  

-BElHG MINSlDERECi -YES- UNRESTRICTED 

,NO 

PRESENT USE 
AGRICULTURE A U S E U M  

,COMM ERCtA L ,PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL XPRlVPlfE RCSlDENCE 
,ENTERTAINMENT ,RELIGIOUS 

,GOVERNMENT ,SCIENTIFtC 

,tNDUSTRlAL -?RANSWRTAnON 

A I U T A R Y  -0THE R : 

 OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

KassenJamell h ) ~ ? , ! , ,  1 . ! ,,' 
> /,) t*. , - x: - 

STREET & NUMBER 
410 West Church , " '  \ - >  1 . 4  .-r- 

NN. TOWN STATE - . -  
K o r r i l t o n  - VKINIRI OF Arkansas 

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION :/ , 
CDPIRTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS;ETC. Clerk's Of £ice 
STREET & NUMBER 

Cennay County Courthouse 
CITY. TOWN ST ATE 

n4a9 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
WRVEY RECORDS 



CONDITION CHECK ONE 
- - -  t 

CHECK ONE 

x - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  AFTERIDRATED X_UNALYEREO x ,ORIGI NAL ST€ 

-GOOD ,RUINS A L T E R E D  ',MOVEO DATE 
,FAIR , -  ,UNEXPOSED I 

I 
DESCRIB E THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN1 PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

One of the most elegant houses in Conway County is the Aycock-Jamell 
House. milt in 1904, t h i s  large residence features a round bay w i t h  
domed roof, a one-storey porch encircling half the house, and decorative 
windows 05 both stain& and clear leaded glass. The house is in excellent 
condition and remains structurally unaltered. 

The two-and-one-half storey Aycock-Jamell House has a high hip roof with 
gable projections on the front and sTde elevations. A domed roof with 
finial and dragon-style weather vane tops the tower-like bay at t h e  south- 
east corner. The house-is sheathed in narrow clapboard and rests on a 
foundation of rough-faced cut stone. 

The three gable ends on the f r o n t  and side elevations are imbricated with 
scalloped shingles .  Reccssd in the east and west gable ends are center- 
gointed arches and rectangular windows with bracketed hoods. Each dwble- 
hung window has a geometric pattern in the upper sash. Casement windows, 
set beneafA a heavy entablature and flanked by short square posts, are 
set i n t o  the  front gable end. 

Encircling the front  half of the house is a one-storey flat-roofed parch. 
Urn-shaped balusters between short,sqnare posts enclose the porch deck. 
Similar balustexs between round Doric columns surround the  downstairs 
porch. Curved handrailsaxe f o u n d o n b t h t h e d e c k a n d t h e l o w e r ~ r c h .  

The pattern of brnamental brackets and d e n t i l s  on the parch cornice is 
continued in the wide b e l t  cdurse a r o u d  the  house. Beneath the w i d e  
overh- of the 200f are -paired scroll brackets on a pla in  frieze . 
The irregular f loor plan is accented by projecting bays' on 'the f m t  and 
side elevations. On the west elevation is a one-storey bay similar to 
.the two-storey front bay. Both bays are three-sided with double-hung 

- sash windows on each face. The front bay windows feature a diamond pattern 
in the upper sash. The tower-like h y  at the southeast corner features 
three curved windnws  on the second storey. The mst unusual bay is on the 
west  elevation. T E s  one-skorey, oval-shaped bay has both curved and flat 
windows of s ta ined  and leaded g l a s s .  Stained glass is also found in the 
sideljghts and narrow transom surrounding the single door entry. 

The i n t e r i o r  featuzes of the ~ycock-Jamell House are even m o r e  intareskin9 
than the exterior. The small vest ibule  opms into t h e  foyer through a 
single door with clear  LseveL;ed*glassset in an oval frame. Clear beveled 
glass also infills the surrounding sidelights and operable t r a n s o m .  

A t  the rear of the foyer a stairway of imported English walnut leads 
to the second storey. Cuwinq upward from two small Landings, the stairway 
is lined w i t 3  slender balusters set between heavy square posts. Like nost 

I 
of the o the r  rooms in the house the foyer still contains its original light 
fixture. Originally designed for gas, these interest ing l i ght  f ixtures 1 

are now operable with elect r ic  wiring. 
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The front parlor, which still retains panels of its original w a l l p a p e r ,  
i 

opens onto the foyer through a w i d e  rectangular opening. This w e s t  entry 
i 
1 

features ornamental latticework i n  a scro32 pattern. t 
I 

Double sliding doors separate the east parlor froan the dining r m  to the 
north- Archways between the dining room and east b y  are infilled w i t h  
decorative spindle work. This east bay,  with its stained and leaded 
glass windows, is the most p i c t u r e s v e  area of the house. 

Among the most impressive features are a number of original mantdpieces 
which reportedly were purchased at the St. Louis korld's Fafr. Located 
downstairs in the foyer, lf_brary, parlor and dining room are the four 
most elaborate mantels, These intr icate ly  carved mangels feature glazed 
t i l e ,  ornamental hearth covers, and, in two cases, beveled mirrors. 
The d i n i n g  room m a n t e l  has a small bookshelf enclosed with leaded glass. 

R e s t i n g  om its original corner lot Morsikton's first fashionable 
residential d i s t r i c t ,  the Aycock-Jamell House has changed l i t t l e  s ince  
its 1904 construction. Continual at tent ion has kept t h e  rich interiors 
and unusual exterior features in almost perfect condition, 



a t I -  SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 
-PREHISTORIC 

,.l dm-1 499 
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - -  CHECK ANDJUSTIFY BELOW 
4RCHEVCUGY-PREHtSTOAIC &COMMUMIN PLANNING ,LANDSCAPE ARCHf7ECTURE 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CO~ISERVATION ,LAW 

4 G R I C U t T U R E  -ECONOMICS ,L!TERATU RE 

x~~~~~~~~~~~ ,EDUCATION -MILITARY 

A R T  -ElrlGlNEERlNG ,MUSIC 

,COMMERCE -EXPLOFtATIONlS~LErVrEMf . ,PHILOSOPHY 

-COMMUNICATIONS A N D U S T R Y  -POLITICSIGOVEANMEMT 

A N V E N T I O N  

SPECIFIC DATES BUI LDERIARCHiTECT 

SJATEM ENT OF SlGNlFlCANCE 

Tl~e Ayeack-Jamell House, completed in 1904, is one- of the most architecturally 
unusual structures in Conway County, Arkansas. The finely detailed in ter iors ,  
even more intricate than the exterior features, reflect a style unusual and 
possibly unique in this area of the Arkansas R i v e r  Valley. 

me two-and-one-half storey house is of frame construction with a high 
hipped and gabled roof. ImSrication in the gable ends, decorative brackets 
on the porch and roof cornices, and windows with s ta ined,  leaded and 
patterned g l a s s  are some of the interesting architectural features. Dominating 
t h e  exterior is a tower-like bay capped with an elongated dome. Resting 
on the  dome's f i n i a l  is a dragon-style weathexvane. 

The i n t e r i o r  of the Ayeock-Jamell House features highly crafted woodwork * 
in doors, mantels, stairway and decorative grills. According to a . 

descendark of t h e  builder,  each of t he  mantelpieces was purchased at the  C -, 
St. Muis Norld's Fair,  where they had been a park of sow of t he  exhibition 
buildings. The walnut stairway is said to have h e n  hporlxd from England 
and reassembled in the house. The original light f ixturos,. E h s t  piped 
for gas but now operated by electricity, are still in place; as are t h e  
original 2anels of wallpaper in the southeast parlor. - - . . 

This architecturally interesting structure was built by Elmo Aycock,+ a ' 
Mortilton businessman and entreprenenr. According to his granddaughter, 
Aycock had visited i n + S t .  Louis and was very impressed by the residences 
he saw there. FJhen he decided to build h i s  home in Morrilton. Aycock hired 
several s k i l l e d  German carpenters who were workinq on houses in St. Louis. 
Thehousebui l t  by these German craftsmen was quite unusual for  central  Arkansas. 

About 1912 the Aycock f d l y  moved to L i t t l e  Rock, where .Mr. Aycock continued 
h i s  successful business endeavors. According to Mrs, George L- Cunningham, 
who was Mrn in Morrilton before the turn of the century, the Aycock House 
was first sold to Captz5.n M, D. Shelhy. Another successful blorrilton 
businessman, Captain Shelby built the city's first cotton oil mill in 1910. 

, .- 
The Ayeock House has passed to several owners during its seventy-year - 
existence, and now belongs to the  Kassen Jamell family. Like previous 
occupants of the  house, the Yamell's are continuing to maintain the 
structure in its excellent condit ion.  
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As Morrilton's finest residence in the first decade of the twentieth 
century, the Aycock-Jamell House has retained its dignified apgearance 
duirng the intervening years, Its interest ing features,unusual to 
the area even when it was f i r s t  c~nstructed~make t h e  Aycock-Jamel1 
House Conway County" s s t  impressive archi tec tura l  landmark. 



Cunningham; M K S ,  George L. Telephone interview, November 12, 1975, 
Jamell, Kassen. Personal inteview at ~ ~ o e k - ~ & e l l  House, October 13, 1975. 

I .  
I 

King, Katherine Aycock. Telephone interview, November 12, 1975, . 1 
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a MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE U n i t e d  States Geological Survey, Ploxxilton West Quadrangle 
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