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6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(En ~ e r  caregones Sum instructrons) 

Current Functions 
(Enter car~goriss from insmctions) 

Architectural Classification Materiab 
(Enta categories from insrrucr~ons) [Enrercategaics From instructions) 

OTHEWVmn pony-truss Foundation CONCRETE 

walls NIA 

roof N/A 

other STEEL 
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SCMM.4RY 
The McNeely Creek Bridge is located on County Road 1 2 at the crossing of McNeely Creek on the western 
edge of the village of Beirne. Comp~sed of one Warren pony-tmss span measuring 7 1 feet long, the bridge 
bas a total length of 73 feet. 

ELABORATION 
The bridge is accessed from both the northeast and southwest. The Warren truss, which was patented in 
f 835 by two British engineers, has diagonals that cam both compressive and tensile forces. 

The McNeely Creek Bridge consists of a single Warren pony-tmss span measuring 71 feet, with a total 
structure length of 73 feet. The travel surface and overall width of  the bridge is 18 feet. The deck surface is 
wood over the steel truss. The abutments are concrete. Resting on top of the decking, a pair of side-by-side 
Warren trusses run the entire length of the bridge on the northwest and southeast sides, 

-- IIYTEGNTY 
No structural alterations have been made to the bridge to compromise its integrity. Its location remains rural, 
and its setting remains pristine. The bridge still illustrates its original design and materials. In addition, the 
bridge is still in use For vehicular traveI. 
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VERBAL BOUND.4RY DESCRIPTION 
From a point on the south side of County Road 12 40 feet southwest of the southwest comer of the McNeely 
Creek Bridge, proceed northeasterly 165 feet, then proceed northwesterly 100 feet, then proceed 
southrvesterly 165 feet, then proceed southeasterly 100 feet to the point of beginning. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 
This boundary includes the McKeely Creek Bridge and its immediate setting. 
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SUMMARY 
Constructed in 1 923, the McNeely Creek Bridge is being nominated to the National Register of Historic 
Places with Iota l significance under Criterion C as the best example of a Warren pony-truss in the Beirne 
vicinity. The bridge is also being nominated under Criterion A, for its associations with the development of 
vehicular transportation in Clark County. This nomination is being submitted under the multiple property 
listing "Historic Bridges of Arkansas" and under associated historic context "drkansas Highway and 
Transportation Department Era: E 923-1 939." 

ELABOZiATION 
Settlement in the area that is now Clark County began irt 1 8 1 1 in the vicinity of ArkadeIphia and Okolona. 
In addition, Jacob and Abram Wells settled in the Holtyood vicinity in E 8 1 1 or 1 8 12 and hViIIiam Stroud 
also settled in the area shortly afienvards.' Settlement in the southern part of the county, however, did not 

i occur until around the middle of the 1800s. By 1 854, onIy one road reached into southern Clark County, and 
. ~t connected kkadelphia with Rome on the Ouachita River Only one other settlement was present. The 
settlement of Beech Creek, which had a post office from 1852 until 1866, was isolated in the south-central 
part of the county.2 

Settlement in the southern part of the county would not take off until the construction of the St. Louis & h n  
Mountain railroad line southwest from Arkadelphia. The tine was planned at least as early as 1872, but it 
would not be completed until c. 1880.' After the completion of the railroad line, several communities 
sprouted up along its route. 

One of the communities that was settled after the arrival of the railroad was Beirne, located approximately 
four miles southwest of Gurdon, Beirne was settled in I 880 by James Lewis Beirne, who came to the area 
from Grafton, Illinois, and purchased 800 acres. The following year, Beirne? daughter and son-in-law came 
to the community, and constructed a planing mill and store on his acreage. Also, by the end of 1880, a 
railroad depot had been built, since people in the Okolona area considered Beirne to be the best shipping 
point on the railroad.' 

Biogrnphicni and Historical hfe~~oirs  ofSolrlhern Arknrtsfls. Chicago: The Goodspeed Publishing Co., 1890, p. 1 15. 
Colton's miload & fo~v~lship rnnp ofArkmsas. Map. New York, D. F. Shall, 1854. 

, Mnps s h o ~ v i ~ ~ g  Arkamas Cetrtml, ill e Helena d Corinth, ar~d the Pine B!uf& Southwestern Rnilronds iogethm forming the Texas 
: .hror/hemfern Railwa+v. Map. Kew Yark: G. W. & C. B. Calton & Co., 1 572, and Mop of ilze Richmond & Dnnviile Rnilrond 

- ' .;ysrm in Virginia, North Cnrolinrr, Sorrlh Cnrolinn. Georgia, Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, & Texas, Xew Y ork: 
G. W. &C.  B. Colton&Co., 1881. 

Wendy Richter (ed.). Clnrk Coung Arkansns. Post and Present. Arkadelphia, AR: Clark County Historical Association, 1992. 
p. 244. 
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Only ten years after its founding, Beime was a thriving settlement. Goodspeed's Biogrrrphicsrl and 
Hisrorical Memoirs of Soctthern Arkansas described the community in 1890 as: 

B i m e  [sic.], on the Iron Mountain Railroad, four miles southwest of Gurdon, 
contains a post-office, railroad depot, a saw-rnil I and planing mill, three genera1 
stores. a church and school house combined, a hotel and some other buildings. 
From this p i n t  to a saw-mill about four miles in a northwest direction there is a 
wooden tramway.' 

By 1897, the community had continued to grow, and was described fairly extensively in the Southern 
Standard. The article stated: 

The town is situated in a rich fanning country, about 20 miles southwest from this 
place on the lron Mountain Railroad. It is being settled up with a good class of 
emigrants from hdiana. The Yeager Bros. have just put in a [sic.] operation and 
have in good running order an extensive mill, and saw lumber exclusively for 
manufacturing all kinds of furniture, which is quite an addition to the place. F. M. 
White also OWIS a mill which is doing a good business. Our old fiend A. IV. 
Cagle has cllarge of the mill. Mr. Whi te  also has a neat little drug store. 3. G. 
Clark is one of the successful and enterprising men of the place. He is not only 
one of the largest merchants, but a successful f m e s  also, and has furnished quite 
a number of fanners with supplies this year. This year he planted over a hundred 
acres of oats which will yield from 15 to 2.0 bushels to the acre. G. UT. Cobbs & 
Co. do a general grocery business. The post ofice is located in his building and 
our friend Capt. J, k. Beirne, the founder of the town has been postmaster for 
twenty years and is still in charge. Beime has a good hotel, kept by Mrs. 1. D. 
Robeflson. There are two churches, Methodist and Baptist, with good 
memberships. The public school i s  in charge of Miss Daisy Johnson, of this city. 
She has about forty pupils, and her patrons are highly pleased with her,' 

Today, Beirne is stil l a small community and the major industry remains the lumber mill just to the northwest 
of town. 

Tt is udmoum when County Road 12 was constructed. but it is likely that it was built in conjunction with or 
,hortly after the construction of the railroad line in the late 1870s. This is based upon the fact that it foIlows 

' BiogsaphicnI nnd Hrsloricol Memoirs of Southern Arknnsas, p. 1 TI 
Richter, pp. 244-245. 
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the railroad line from Gurdon. four rniIes to the northeast to a point 2.5 miles to the southwest of Beirne. It i s  
also likely that the road was the main highway through the area before the construction of U.S. 67 southwest 
of Gurdon. 

The current McNeely Creek Bridge was built in 1923 by an unknown builder. It is likely that the current 
bridge was not the first one at the site, especially if County Road 12 was the main highway in the area and 
built in the late nineteenth century. It i s  likely that the cumnt bridge was built to c a w  the heavier loads that 
the growth of the automobile in the first part of the hventieth century would have needed. By 193 1 ,  the 
current U.S. 67 had been built in that part of Clark County, and by 1936 County Road 1 2 was a "metal 
surfaced'kod, according to the General Highway and Tmnsporrarim Map, Chrk County, ~rknnsns. '  (En 
this case, metal refers to a nineteenth-centuy British term for broken stone or cinders used in making or 
repairing roads.) 

f 

roday, County Road 12 remains a gravel mad, used mainly by the local residents of Beirne. Since it was 
built in 1923, the McNeeIy Creek Bridge has been a vital crossing on the road for the residents in the area. 
The McNeely Creek Bridge remains an important transportation link in the area and a good example of an 
early twent ieth-century Warren pony truss. 

ST,4TEMENT OF SIGNINCANCE 
Constmcted in 1 923, the McNeely Creek Bridge i s  being nominated to the National Register of Historic 
Places with local sigaificance under Criterion C as the best example ofa Warren pony-truss in the Beirne 
vicinity. The bridge is also being nominated under Criterion A for its associations with the deveIopment of 
vehicular transportation in Clark County. This nomination is being submitted under the multiple property 
listing "Historic Bridzes of Arkansas" and under associated historic context 'Wkansas Highway and 
Tmsportation Department Era: 1923- 1 939." 

' Arkansas State Highway Commission. General Highwny rind Tmr~spormrion Mup. Cinrk Couny, Arkunsos. 1936. 
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