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1. Name or Propert? 

bisroric name 12rkadelphia Boy Scout Hul 

other nameskite n u t ~ i b c r  Arkadelphia Scwt Hut 

rcaliorr - 

-.. --. & number Arkadelphia City Park, 8'"lrcet not For publication 

city or town Arkadelphia vicinity 

state Arkansas code AR county Clark code 019 zipcode 71923 

Places and meets lhc prnccdcbral and pruressional quirenlenrs sct for in 36 CFR l'nrt 611. In my opinion. the property m e w  

tinuatinn shrc~ for additi 

Arkat~sas F llstoric Prescrvalion Progrant 
SI~IC or I calernl .I?CIIC> nnd lru~cau 

In my oplnlnn. Ilic proprt t  meers 13 does not niecr llie National Rcpistcr cr t~ma.  {m Set Continuat~nn slwct Tor additional 
col?imcnis ) 

Signaturn olccrt~iyiug nlficialTirle Date 

Slaw or Federal agcncy and brrreau 

4. National Park Scrvice Ceriificatioa 
I itereby cerliry Ihet tile prnrerly i5: 

Ij enter& in I l ~ c  Nalioiinl Ilcji~cfcr, 
Sec continunlinn qlicct 

a d e t m ~ m c t l  ellgih21: rnr Oic 
National Rmrslcr. 

, Sec cont~ntration sl~cct 
minet !  nm cligilrtc Tor Ihc 

Sipnaiurc ol'the Kccpcr Date oC Action 

- 
Ual1cm31 Rceirlcr 

a removed From thc 'Nalionnl 



Clark Countv. Arkansas 
Cuunty and Stale 

O-vnersllip o f  Property C a t e ~ o r y  of Property Kan~ber of Resources willtin Property 
(C'licck as iriany bnrer ;I< apply) (Check only orlc h x  j (lh not rnclude previously listed rc~ources in count.) 

rj private Contrjbuting Noncontributing 
public-local district 

Q site 

structure 
buildings 
sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

object 

N a n ~ c  of relaltetl ~ ~ ~ u l l i p l c  properf y tistirla Number of Contributing resources previously listed 
(Etilrr " N ~ A "  if propcrry IF  lint pall oCa mlriplc propcriy list~ng.) i* the SatianaE Register 

6. Function or Use 

I listoric Fwnctiorin 
( l " r~ lcr  categories from ~nslruclirms) 

SOCIAL: Clubhouse SOCIAL: Clubhouse 

7. Description 

M~leriab 
(Ii~itcr categories fmm inslruclions) 

LATE 1 9 ~  gt EARLY 2 0 ~ "  CENTURY AMERICAN 

MOVEMESTS: Rustic Slvle 

foundation COYCRETE 

t%alls LOG 

roof METAL 

STONE 

Narrative Uesrril,tina 
(Ilcwribp Ihc l~ i s lor~c  aiid current cmdtr~on nf tlic propcrty on onc or mmc: con4inuation shects ) 

SEE COFTINUATION SHEETS. 
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Name or Properly 

Clark County, Arkamas 
Couniy and State 

Applicable National R q i s t e r  Criteria Levels of Significance (local, slate, national) 
(Mark "x" in one nr morc h x m  Cor thc criteria qualirying the propctty heal 
for National Register listing 3 

A Property is associated wit11 events h a t  have nmde 
a significant co~irribotia~~ to tlie broad patterns of 
our history. 

[j E Property is associated wit11 the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

Areas or Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
EDUCATION 
BNTERTALMENT & FECREATION 

C Property embodies ff le distinctive clnracteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work oTa master. or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distiuguishable entity whose components lack Period o l  Significance 
ilidividual disfinclion. 1938- 195 1 

D Property h s  yielded. or is  likely to yield, 
informalior~ important En prehistory or history. 

.-:a Considerat ions Significant Dates 
in all the box6 lhal  apply.) 1939 - construction completed 

. , i'y. is: 
u ,4 owned by a religious irutitution or used for 

- 

rdigious purposes. 
Significant Person (Complele i fcritmion B i s  nlarked) 

B removed from its original localion. N/A 

C moved from i ts  original location. 

0 D a cemetery. 
Cultural Artilia tion (Complete i f  Criterion D is mrked) 
N/A 

[7 E a rixensb~cted buildi~~g, object, or structure. 

F a co~nmetnorative properry 
ArcLitect/J3uilder 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Local Young Mem'Natianal Youlh Admnis!xation 
w i t h  tile past 50 years. 

Narrative Statenlent of Significance 
(Euglain Ihe significaticc of tlic praFrryan me or more conZiriualion slicets.) 

SEE CONTINUATTON SHEETS. 
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7 

9. .~13]or Iliblio~raphical Relercnccs 

nihliograpl~y 
1C1rc t l ~ c  hwks, articles. and o ~ h e r  sources urrd in prcpannp rhis Form 011 one or m r e  continuation shccts ) 

Previous docun~el~lnt in~~ on fife (NPS): 
37 preliminary determination of individual ]isling (36 

CFR 67) has beer1 requested 
previously listed in the National Register 
Previously dctennined eligible by the Nalional 
Register 

13 designated n National Historic Landmark 
0 recorded by Historic American Bruldings Survey 

P 
recorded by I Iistoric American Engineering 

Record P 

Primary Iocnlio!~ ot additional data: 
State IIistoric Presewalion Ofice 
Other State Agency 
Federal Agency 
Local Government 
University 
Other 

Name or repository: 



Arkadelpllia Boy Scout I Iut 
Name of l'ropcrty 

Clark County, Arkansas 
Counly and Stare 

graphical Data 

Acreage of Properly Less than one acre, 

1 14 494985 3776284 
Zme Easling Northing 

3 
Zone Easting Northing 

4 

a See continuation sheer 

Verhsl noundary Descriplion 
(Dcscrik tlre boundaries nf IFIC propdy  on a continualion sheel.) 

Located in the Arkadelphia City Park the rectangular boundaries surrounding the Boy Scoul Hut measure 76 by 33 feet and are as 
follo\\~s: 

Extending out Fro111 the building ten feel at the oosth corner oithe west elevation the bourldary extends 76 feet - at which point it 
hlrns east and parallels tlle south elevation for 33 feet - at wt-hicli poinr the boundary turns ~iortli atid continues 76 feet paralleling 
the east elevalion - af \rEiich pol111 the Iwundary, running parallel to the north elevation, tunis north and commences: 33 feet Zo l l ~  
point of origin. 

lloundrry Justificatior~ 
(Explain why tlre houndrr~rc nrre sclcclcd on a rmltin?lalton sheer.) 

'Thr 'acted boundaries enconlpass the Arkadelphia Boy Scout Hut, which retains the necessary materials needed to 
col ~ntegrity of location, setting, design! materials, feeling, association, and ~vorkmanship. 

nameititle Kara Mills Oosterl~sus 

organization Arkansas I-Eistoric Preservation Program date 10/12/01 

street & number 1500 Torver Building, 323 Center St. telephone (50 1 )  324-9880 

cifyornown LiltleRock state AR zip c d e  72201 

Adtlitional Documentation 
Sut~n.ir 11.c iidlvrvi.~g Ilcrn; u.il'~ rlrc cu!i?plrle~l fomi 

Continuation Sl~eets 

hlsps 
A USGS map (7 .5  or 15 nlinute series) indicating the provrry's location 

A Sketch Innp for llistoric districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Reptesei~tntive black and wliile photographs of d ~ e  property. 

Additional items 
( C t ~ r  'I1 [lie SEIPO or 171'0 h r  any 3ddiliond i lcm.)  

- 
Prc - 
. . 

name Barbara Cooeland. Citv Manaeer 

street 8t number 700 Clay St. telephone 



Arkadelpllia Bay Scout Hut 
Namc of Frcperty 

Clark Counly, Arkansas 
Couniy and State 

; nr t o ~ m  Arkadelpliia state AR zip code 71923 

rr L'trrk RPd~lrtiol~ Art  Stalclncnt: 7hir ~nforormatinn is k i n g  collcctcr~ for applicolims to the National Regisler of 1 lis!&c Places ro nominate properlie for 
I ~ s l ~ n s  or defamine ei~gibi l i~y for lislitig. to list pmpcrtics. aurl to anlend exlsllnp listjng. Respollsc to this request is rcquird to obtain a bmcfit In accordance 
wivi!h ;he National Historic Prescmt~on Acl, a< anlcndcrt ( 1  6 U.S.C. 470 EI: s q . )  

E-llnmld Bardm Statemnt: Public reporting hunlcn for this ronn is estln~olcd 10 avcragc 18.1 llours per response including lime Tor reviewing insuuctions. 
palhcring and malntaininp dab. and complct~ng and rcvjewlnp. ~ h c  fnmi, Uircct comnunlr rqardrng this horden estimale or any aspect of rhis f m  to the Chicf. 
,\dnt~nisrraliw Services Rirision. Narlonal Park Scrv~cc, P. 0. I3or 371 27, Wflshinptoll. fX 2n013-7127; and the O f k c  of Management and Budget, Papcnvork 
Itwluctions Pmjects (lflf4-0rl I R). Wa~hitigton, DC 20303. 
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Designed in the Rustic style, tlre Arkadelphia Boy Scout Hut - located in Arkadelphia, Clark County - was 
constnlcted in 1935-1 939 by local boys in conji~nction 54th the National Youth Administratior1 W A ) .  Constructed 
of logs. 1Ilj.s 56 X 33 foot log buiIding sits atop a continuous concrete foundation and is topped by a gable roof 
slleatl~ed in ~netal. 

The Arkadelphia Boy Scout Hut is situated in a sccluded area of the Arkadejpl~ia City Park (established 1913). The 
building sits on a slight rise and is screened from busy University Avcrlue on the Ouachita Baptist College campus 
by a cluster of trees, an environnler~t that enhances the rustic feel of the structure. Designed in the Rustic style, the 
d :-pen log building was constnicted in 1938-1939 by ioca! boys ill conjunction with the National Youth 
A~~~'filnistration (NYA). Construction materials were donated by local businessmen. 

Tlre building, which sits atop a continuous concrete foundation, is constructed of stripped and stained pine logs 
treated with creosote and cllinked with concrete. Originally a split cypress shirlgle roof toppd the building; 
however, in  1953 the Arkadelphia Parks and Recreation Department replaced the wooden sllingles with the c m n t  
metal roof. A central chimney of native stone rises from the metal roof. Originally, heavy split pine slab shutters 
that matched it~e two extant front doors covered each of the six-over-six. woodcn double-hung windows; however, 
these were replaced at an unknown date with the current ~vood sl~uiters (possibly the 1950s). One sIab shutter 
remains secreted in the rafters. At some time, possibly the 1950s. haIf of the original windows were sglaced with 
aluminum, two-over-two, double-hung windows. The wooden saslrcs on tlie other 11al f of the building remain but 
the muntins have been lost to vandalism. 

Pasadel West Elevation 
The Hut faces west and a gabled porch supporied by two large cypress Fogs elaborates the entry. The pediment of 
the porch roof is defined by split slabs of pine and the porch floor i s  conzpossd of fieldstones. Two doors covered in 
pine slabs lead kon~ tlie shelter or the porch to each separate pen of the building. Two pairs of windows fenestrate 
the northwest and seuthwcst corncrs of the building. The windows on the northwest are aluminum, protected by 
plywood shutters rvhi le those 011 the sou thuxst consist of the original woode~z sashes. There are no exterior shutters 
covering the windows on the southwest, south and southeast sides of the building but various steps have been taken 
to secure this side of the !Jut including iron bars and lreavy interior wooden shutters. 
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Side Elevations1 North LPr South EIevstions 
The north ant! south elevations are fenestrated in a sinijlar manner with two synmetrically placed windows but the 
northen] windows are aluminum w l d e  lllc soutllern windows are wooden. 

Rear Elevation/ East EIevation 
The eastern, rear elevation features two wooden windows on tlre soutl~east of a small, cet~ira! cinderblock batllroom 
addition wit11 a shed root This adclitiol~ was placed on the building during the 1970s or 1980s by the locat Girl 
Scout troop that was using the building at the lime. Two a l u m i ~ ~ u n ~  windows feuesfra-ate the soulhwest corner o f  the 
building. 

Irlterior 
The interior of tlie cabin i s  very rustic with rnii~irnal ornamentation. The large, double hearth, stone firepIace serves 
a- '~cal point for each of the two pens, An extensive trussheam suspension system is located on each side of the 
br,. .,~ng. The trusses are reill forced with rebar and arc suspended iron1 the ridgepole above. Located in the pen on 
the 11orl11 side of zhe building i s  an open sleeping lofl that was added at an unknown date. The cabin does have 
electricity, however i t  is unknowrl if i t  tipas installed at the time of constrr~ction - bascd on the currellt wiring system 
this is a possibility. 

Integrity 
Constructed in 1938-9939 during the Great Depression, the Arkadelphia Boy Scout Hut st i l l  possesses integrity of 
location, setting, design, feeling, association, workmansl~ip, and materials - despite the replacement of the roof, 
shutters, and some of the windows. Located in a wooded area of the Arkadelphia City Park, this log building has 
been continuously used since its cor~stn~ction by boll1 the Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts. Currently, the Girl Scouts 
and the Cub Scouts use the building as n meeting place. Pending F~~l'unding, Girl Scout Troop 454, Conifer Council 
plans on consultitig with the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program Technical Advisor for guidance in addressing 
the strtrctural ~~eet ls  of the Hul in an eflort to slabilize it against conti llued deieriaration. Restoration p1a11s include 
the replication and r=cp!acement of original dlutters and windows. 
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SUMMARY 

Located in a wooded area of the Arkadelphja City Park in Arkadelphia, Clark County, the Arkadelphia Boy Scout 
Hut, constructed in I939 as a National Youth Administration (NYA) project, is being nom'inated B the National 
Register of Iiistoric Places witla local significance under Criterion A for its association with the nationally known 
NYA, and as the o11ly example oSa Rustic style building in Arkadelphia, funded by this Nmv Deal program. 

National Youth Administration 
First Lady Elearlor Roosevelt was the leadir~g advocate of the National Youth Administration (NYA) and a leader in 
its estahlishmetlf in June, 1935. The NYA was an equal opporlunity agency, providing aid and opportunities to all 
rac rd genders. It was established to provide emergency relief and ernployliler~t to persons between the ages of 
16 ~~3;l  25.  The W A  program was twofold in that i t  catered to youtl~ that were in scl~ool, as well as those not 
currently attending sclrool. According to Robert Cohen, the N A  employed more Zllatl tlw million students 
bebeen 1936 and 1 943 (including more than 10% of the total college student populatio~i). This enabled them to 
continue their education, which many would not have been able to do were i t  not for the New Deal programs. The 
NYA also employed an additional 2.6 million youths i ~ z  the out-of-schoot program, 

Dorothy Can field Fisher, a writer and friend of Eleanor Roosevel t, noted that the second pad of the NYA program 
was due in part to all Arkansas experience. Located in Arkansas, were four work-study homes that were a response 
to the Depressio~i. Their results in combing agricultural work with study and an alternative to borne Iife gained 
national attention. According to Fisher these four "hornes'>promoted a degree of job training, health, enthusiasm 
ant! good citizenship, which later bccame goals of the NYA. 

The NYA was responsible for employing yotif 11 across America Arkansas youths completed various NYA projects 
tl~coughout tlie state from 1935 - the year of the program's implementation - to the year of its termination. 
Corigressional consenratives brougllt an end to Ithe NYA in July 1943, eight years and one month after its 
establishment. 
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Arkadelphia Boy Scout Hut 
In a press release by Aubrey Uri lliarns, Executive Director of the National Youth Administrat ion, on 24 September 
1937, Williams stated: 

"City recreation departments, childrenqs agencies, YMCA's, YWCA's, settlement hotlses, 
iusli tuiions for blind, pub1 ic schools, orphanages, hospitals for handicapped and crippled 
children, boy's clubs. Boy Scouts, conimutlity centers and chlurcl~es were reported as 
cooperating agencies in supervising llle studertts and providing facil itics for increased 
recreational programs lo all young people in the community." 

The ArkadelpI~ia Boy Scout Hut was constnlcted over a period of one year Tram 1938 to 1939 under the supervision 
of Edwin C. Dean, NYA District Supcsrrisor, Camden, Arkansas and Edward T. Wayte, W A  Area Supervisor, 
H Arkansas. A .F. Bishop, local supervisor or foremarr, oversaw the project and coordinated the efforts of up to 
30 dliemployed local boys paid by the NYA. Community n~embers were also invol\*ed in overseeing flle project at 
the local level. This included Arkadelp hia Mayor Theodore Goodloe, Chamber of  Commerce Secretary George 
Dews and Superintendent 01 Scl~ools, L.M. Gosa. 

The constructiorl of the log Hut not orlly involved local youth but many businesses in the community donated 
equipment and tnaterials to make the construclion of the building a reality. They included the folIowing: 

Ton1 Clark - lent tn~cks to haul the rock and 850 feet of lumbcr 
Sturgis Ltlrnber Company - donated cypress and fumisl~ed the cypress shingles 
Ozan-Gsaysonia Cun~ber company - coi~tribvted the logs for the walls of the building 
John Sturgis - 500 feet of calter rnatcl~ slabs 
Rotary Club - furnished $217.28 to purcl~ase windows, doors and other necessities 
Clark Courily Lurnbes - donated cash, various materials and the use of their trucks 
Thomas Brollier of Curlis - log I~ariling 
City of Arkadelphia - S 1 0.00 i t t  cash and use of zn~cks to haul gravel arid sand 
Arkansas Sand and Gravel Company - supplied gravel and sand 
Various garages - supplied the oil For treatment of logs and other wood 
Krafl Paper and Pulp Company - logs 
State Higllway Department - Use of trucks for one day of hauling socks 
NYA - 50 sacks ofcernet~t at~d use of truck for two days to f~alrl slabs nnd rocks. 
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The Boy Scout Elk11 was constructed to provide a ~t~eeting place Tor two local: Boy Scout troops. The building I~as 
always been owned by the city but its use has been controlled by the Boy Scotits who allowed local Girl Scout 
troops to use the building as wclt. 

According to Mary King, who was a Girl Scout in 1958, the GirI Scouts have been using the building since at least 
that time. Currently the GirI Scouts and the Cub Scouts use the buiIdi13g. Girl Scout Troop 454, Conifer Council 
plans on cons~tltiz~g wit11 the Arkansas Historic Preservation for advice otl efforts to stabilize it from future 
deterioration so thcy can corltinrie to use t11e building for many years to come. Tlicy arc also seeking guidance in the 
historic replacement of missing architectural: elements in order to take the Hut back to its historic appearance. 

Signscance 
The Arkadelphia Boy Scout Hut is typical of buildings constructed by the Works Progress Adniinistmtion (WPA), 
C' rl Conservation Corps (CCC) and NYA during the Grcat Depression, Ho~vever, i t  is the only known 
sr~-l,~llre, out of the 724 properties st~rveyed in Arkadclpl~ia, built by the NYA. More than likely any federal funds 
received through lthe numerous New Deal programs were f~lnneled into the town through other programs. The WPA 
funded the cor~struction of tlie National Guard A n ~ ~ o r y  it1 1940, but these are the only two properties in ArkadeIphia 
known to have been built with funds from the New Deal programs. Thus, the Boy Scout Hut is not only unique 
because of its association with the NYA, but also because i t  is the onIy Rustic style building in Arkadelphia 
designed during the New Deal era. 

The replacement of tlie roof in 1953 and the replacement of the original sl~utters and windows preclude this building 
from being listed on the National Register under Criterion C. However, its significance is heightened by the fact that 
it is the only building in Arkadelphia associated with the nationally known New Deal program - the National Youth 
Administration. It  i s  also the only building in ArkadelpIlIa designed in the Rustic style during this era, thus the  
Arkadelphia Roy Scout Hut is being nominated to the National Kegister or Historic Places with local significance 
mder Criteriori A. 
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"Boy Scout Cabin Finished, Tunled Over to the City by Oficers of rile NYA," Dailv Sgir~gs Herald. Arkadelphia, 
Arkansas (24 Ju11e 1 939). 

"Cabin for Scouts Completed and Ready for Use.'Ymthet-ll Sfm~clorrd~. Arkadelphia, Arkansas (29 June 1939). 

Gohen, Robert, Dear Mrs. Rooseveli: Cries for ilelpJmm the Depression Gef~ercrtiora, arrd the Anlericnn Youfh 
Crisis ofrl~e 1930s. (May 1 996). (An online article http://ne\x;deat , feri.orgleleanorlcohen,~~trn.). 

"HuddIeston is Rotary Speaker." Dailv Siftings Herald. Arkadelphia, Arkansas (1 July 1939). 

"Scout Hul Begun Mere with Gifts and NYA Funds." Sotrfher~r Slajrdard. Arkndelphia, Arkansas (8 September 
'"I 

'The Residerll Youth Centers of the NYA." (An online article found at I~ttp://r~ewdeal.feri.or~tvsVwslOI.htm & 
littp://newdeal.fcri.or~~sl~wslQ2.11t~. 

Williams, Aubrey. "The College and High Sclrool Aid Program of the Youth Administration." Franklin D. 
Roosevelt Librap, Hopkills Papers, Box 13 (24 September 1937). 

"Work 011 Boy Scouts Cabin is Under Way." Daib SiJiugr I+ierald. Arkadefphia, Arkansas (8  September 1938). 


