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1, Name ol Property 
hlstorie name Gurdon J a i l  
other narneslslte number 

2. Cocstlon 
rtns! & number Corner of West Joslyn and Front Streets U no2 for publleatlon S/A 
city, town Gurdon U vlelntfy N /A 
rtste Arkansas aoda dR county Clark oode AR 019 zfp coda 71 743 

3. Clrarlllcatlon 
Ownership of Property iqov of Propefly Number o? Remoumm wlthln Props* 

privete bulldlng{a) lCOntrl butSnp Noneontrlbudng 
publ~c-local d~strlct 1 bulldlngc a pubicestate CZ] mite rltst 
public-Federel #tructurb ltnrdurlrl 

0bl9t3 bbjrct8 
1 Total 

~ ~ a m e  of related mukipla property llstlng: Numkr ol contrlbutln~ r m r c r a  prsvlowly 
N/ A Ilursd ln ths Natlonrl Rbqirlbr U/,4 

4. StatelFederal Agency Csrtlflcatlon 

As the designated authority under the National Hiwtmic Preasrvatlon Act of 1B86, na nmonded, I hsrsby carlity that thla 
nominat~on request for delerrnin8tion of eligibility meets the dacurnbntatlon rtsndsrds fw mgisterlng proprttea In ths 

National Register of Historic Places end meets the procedural and professional quimrnents #I forth in 38 CFR Part 80. 

Stsls or Fsdsral ageqcy and bureru 

In my oplnlon, the property meets does not m m  tlhe Nelbnal Ruglstsr altsrla. 0 conlnunlon I-. 

Stmte w Federd Bwney md burmu I 
5. Natlonal Park S@wl.cs Cettlflcrtlon 
I ,  hereby, certify that this property la 

n e n t e r e d  in the National AegFsZer. 
See eonilnmtbn nhget. 

nderermined eligible for the National 
Rsgister. See cont~nuation sheet. 

~dstemirwd not eligible for the 
Nat   on el Register. 

mrmmwd trwn the National Register. 
m o t h e r ,  (explain:) 



?- 

6. Fundlon or U8e 
Histor~c Functions (enter categories from instructions) Cunent Functions (enter categories from Instructions) 
Govermnt/Correctional Facility Eracan t h No t in Use 

7. Description 
Arehrlwtural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter calqwfes from instructions) 

foundat~on Brick 
No Stvle walls Brick 

roof Me t d l T i n  
other 

Qesmibe present and hisforic physleal appearance. 
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SLsnmary. The Gurdon Jail was designed and constructed in 1907 by Mr. M.D. Lowe, the co- 
owner of the Gurdon Brick Company. It is a single story, gable roof red brick masonry 
structure and features a simple, rectangular plan. 

Elaboration. The Gurdon J a i l  was b u i l t  i n  1907 as a replacement for  an earlier j a i l  of 
similar plan uhich Sanbern Maps indicate existed on t h i s  s i t e  as of 1897, i f  not earlier. 
The j a i l  was designed by M.D. bwe, the co-owner of the local  Gurdon B r i c k  Company. I t  
is a simple red brick masonry structure , of a single story in height, and laid out i n  a 
rectangular plan divided i n t o  two cells. It-is covered with a metal gable rmf. 

The eastern and western elevations are blank except for  a small,  central horizontal  
aindow, faced with s imple trim boards and f i l l e d  vlth perforated metal screens instead of 
bars. The northern elevation is relieved by two of these window, dis tr ibuted one per 
c e l l .  The southern or f ront  elevaCion features two entries. The western, wood door 
entry is t h e  earlier of the two, dating from t h e  building" scostruction when it 
contained but one cell. The metal  door t o  the east was added later, when a partition was 
instal led and the  second cell created. The interior has been renovated recently, though 
it retains i t s  s t r i p  tongue-in-groove wood ceiling and early if not original t o i l e t  
fixtures. 

The only significant alterations t o  the structure are the  concrete f l o o r ,  which was added 
t o  keep out standing water, and the metal roof, which duplicates the form of the or ig ina l  
roof. 

The Gurdon Jail is the only jail bu i ld ing  surviving in Gurdon. 
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S m  . The Gurdon Jail is being nominated under Criterion A with local significance 
or i t s  association with the early social and civic development of Gurdon, a thriving e 
southern Arkansas lumber town during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 

Elaboration. The Gurdon Jail, is being nominated under Cri ter ion A with local 
significance for its associations with the early social and c iv i c  development of Gwdon, 
a town w h i c h  was sited and which grew because of its location at the intersections of 
several important lumbering railroads and because of i t s  own proximity to large stands of  
v i rg in  timber. 

The construction of the railroads played an instrumental part in Lhe b i r t h  and growth of 
a lumbering industry in what had earlier been unreachable stands of timkr, and hence in 
the growth of Gurdon also. The c m u n i t y  now known as Gurdon started as a construction 
camp on the Iron Mountain Railway, completed in 1873. Soon thereafter the I ron Mountain 
Railway constructed a branch t o  Camden leaving the main line from Gurdan, which only 
increased the act iv i ty  and regional centrality of the town; and by 1906 the Gurdon-Fort 
Smith railroad connected Gurdon with the virgin forests of Montgomery County and the 
Ambering operations wkch were cutting 'throughout the Ouachita Forest. 

This coinciden t a i  accessibility via modern transportation and rapid expansion of 
surrounding lumbering operations made Gardon particularly a t  tractive as a mill s i te  and 
so allowed it t o  participate in the rapid expansion of the lumbering industry in the 
South which saw i t  take over the lead from the Great hkes  region in lumber production 
by 1899. T k  forests around Qrdon, and especially t o  the northwest, contained huge 
stands of yellow pine, a species particularly well-suited to a rapidly growing and 
building nation. A large segment of Clark County participated t o  some degree in the 
local expansion brought on by the lumbering industry, but W o n  by far took the lead: 
in 1888, the mills in Gurdon C and especially the Guadon Lmkr Company) exceeded the 
number of shipments of cu t  Lumber shipped by the other milling towns in Clark County 
c o m b i d  (4,178 carloads vs. the combined total of 3,346 carloads from Arkadelphia, 
Smithton, Bierne , Whelen and C u r t i s ) .  

This industr ia l  development naLurally l e d  to  the c m r c i a l  growth of the town as well. 
By 1888 Gurdon could boast of a population of approximately one thousand, most of which 
were employed at the mills. &don supported six general stores, groceries, meat 
markets, barber shops, mechanics' shops, two hoLels, a livery stable, a weekly newspaper, 
post office, churches, e tc. Four physicians also found sufficient wark to remain. By the 
turn of the century Gurdon's other industries included cotton gins, a brick cwnpany, and 
an ice  plant which supplied the Missouri-Pacific railroad as &don was a re-icing stop; 
it also claimed a bank and several other "similar conveniences. I' 
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Kith a l l  this activity and rapid growth it is n o t  surprising tha t  a need for a a jail 
would also arise. Arkadelphia, seventeen miles to the northeast, had a large jail, and 
major offenders and outsiders were sent  here from k d o n  also. p p i c a l k y  local of fenders 
only would be incarcerated in the Gurdon J a i l ,  which renders i t of even greater local 
importance. Local tradition has it cons t ruc ted  by 1907, but it may have been built as 
early as 1897, given the appearance on the Sanbarn map of that year of a structure of 
ident ical  plan in this locat ion called a 'lock-up'. Its simplicity of design belies its 
significance as one o f  the  few intact surviving structures from th i s  'boom" 
era in Gurdon ' s his tory, and the only jail. 



- 
8. Statement of Slgnlflcsrm 
CMify~ng official has consdared the significance of this propem in relation to other m i = :  

nationally statewide 1 l l y  

' pliable National Register Criteria A C] B 17 c 0 D 

Areas of SlgnHlcance (enter cat@= fmm Instructions) 
Taw 

nt 

Perid of SignHicance Significant Dates 
1907 

Sign-kant Person 
/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

State signfcance of property. and justify crltsria, criteria considerations, end areas and periods d significance nored a h a .  



9. Major BIbtlognphlenl Rafersncsr 

The Godspeed Biographical and Kis torical Memoirs of Southern Arkansas, ( 1890) . 
Sanbqrn Fire Insurance Maps, Gurdon, Arkansas. , 

Tarpley, Helen and Zela Taylor, Gurdon Cen temial  "Album, ( 1890) , 

Thomas, David g . , ed. , Arkansas and Its People, C N ~ W  Yerk, 1930). 

The WPA Guide t o  1930's Arkansas, (orig . pub. 1941; republished 1987). 

Pnvlour docunwntatlon on flls IMPS): 
pnllmlnary d~tsmlnrtlon of Indtvldurl I l ltln~ (38 CFR 67) 

prwlously dstsrmlned rllglble by thr Natlonrl Reglrtrr 
deslgnatsd 4 Nutlonrl Hlstorlc hndmark 
recorded by HHlrtorle Amrrlern Bulldln~m 
Survey ;Y 

Q rseordsd by H l l t ~ r l ~  Am*rlean Englnmodng 
R w r d  # 

Pdrnay kat lon of rddltlonal data: 
Btstr hlmrorlc prsaervat'lon Mlcr  

i OlMr Stat* rgrncy 
Ftdmnl q m c y  
Lmml gwernmfM 
Unlvrrrtty 
0 t h ~  

Speslfy nporhery: 

Acreage of propsrty Less than one 

UTM Rslsrancsa 
A 141815E7L8101 h317151310~8iO1 

Zone Eaat~ng Northing 
w I_lj u 

Zone Eestlng . Northlng 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Lot 1, Block 1, Railraod Addition t o  the Town of Gurdon 

Bwndary Justification 

This bomdaq includes a l l  the program historically associated with this resource. 

11. Fonn Pmparsd By 
nemeRitCb Iienne th S tor,. . k c h i  t e c t ~ a l  His terian/Melissa CaLley, Historian 

c, - organization Arkansas Hi,, date October 9.  1989 
street & number 225 E. X a r - b ,  Sui te  200 telephone C 501 ) 371-2763 
=lty or Little Rock state Arkansas zip m e  72201 
















