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I. M a n e  of Property 

historic  name: Estes, Horace. House 

other name/site number: .N/A 

2. Loeation - - -- = = ~ = = = 3 ~ - = f = = = - - , - , , - E I ~ ~ - P . - ~ = r ~ ~ - - - , ,  

street & number: 614 E. Main St. 

not for publication: p / A  

cfty/town: Gurdon vicinity: H/A 

state: a county: Clark I code: AR 019 z ip  code: 71743 
--J 

3. classification 

Ownership of Property: private 
I .  Category of Property: -ma 

Number of Resources within Property: 

Contributing Noncontributing 

1 buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 

I Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
Register: JJIA 

Name of related multiple property listing: p I A  



4. StatmJPederal Agency Certffication 
--- . - - - -- - - - - - 

As the designated authority under the National Historic rreservation A c t  I 

of 1986, as amende8, I hereby certify that this X nonuration 
request fo r  determination of eligibility meets the documentation 
standards fo r  registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the  procedural and professional requirements 
s e t  forth in 36 CFR Part 6 0 ,  In my opinion, the property X meets - does not m e e t  the National Register Criteria. See continuation 

4-18 -73  
D a t e  

Arkansas Historic Preservation Prosram 
Sta te  or Federal agency and bureau 

Inmyopin ion , theproper ty  meets does not meet the National 
Register criteria. - See continuation sheet, 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

S t a t e  or Federal agency and bureau 

i , = = t P z ! a = - f = - =  ------------ -- - ---------------------------- 
5 .  ~ational Park Bernice Certification 
=====Pf===-P==t==- ----- ------=I== ------i-=.-=-- 

I, hereby certify that this property is: 

- entered in the National Register 
- S e e  continuation sheet. 
determined eligible for the 
National Register - See continuation sheet. 

determined not eligible for the 
National Register 
removed from the National Register 

other (explain] : 

Signature of Keeper Date 
of Action 

Historic : Domestic Sub: pinale dwellincr 

Current : Domestic Sub: sinsle dwellins 



-==-Or=-r -- ---a=--=- ---- - - 
Architectural Classification: 

fc  p d o r  Revival 

Other Description: M I A  

Materials: foundation brick roof as~halt 
walls brick other stone 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. See continuation 
sheet. 

a. - Z--ft--,-- ---zS=l--= - 
8. Statement of significanca 
------c---------II-------IC 
I-----------l--f---t---l-IPI_----- 

--------------- ------------------- 
Certifying of f i c i a l  has considered the significance of this property in 
relatian to other properties: l o c a l  - .-• 

~pplicable National Register Criteria: C 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) 

Areas of Significance: Architecture 

Perfod(s) of Significance: 1934 - 1943  

Significant Dates: 1934 

Significant Person (s) : N/A 

Cultural ~ffiliatjon: NfA 

Architect/Builder: Bstes. Gertrude 
Coleman. Marv 
Anderson, Mawin 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria 
considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 
X See continuation sheet. - 
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9. Major Biblfographical Reference8 
=-==TX,,,,,=C-=r---=Ie3 -=m-- -=---=-== 

_26 See continuation sheet. 

Previous documentation an f i l e  (NPS): 

- preliminary determination of individual l i s t i n g  ( 3 6  CFR 6 7 )  has been 
requested. 

- previously l i s t e d  in the National Register 
- previously determined eligible by the National Register - designated a National Historic Landmark - recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # - recorded by Historic ~merican Engineering Record # . 

Primary Location o f  Additional Data: 

X State historic preservation office 
- Other state agency 
- Federal agency - Local government - University 
- Other -- Specify Repository: 
h===r--==---u= -- --- =---=--=-s- - ------- --------- 

r- - 
3.0. Geographical Data -- ==sL----f.=-=P- ---AM- u--- - --)e-- 

Acreage of Property: 

WTM References: Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

- See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description: - See continuation sheet, 

Lots 7 & 8 ,  Block 9 of J. B. Cornrs Addition to the town of Gurdon. 

Boundary Justification: - See continuation sheet. 

This boundary includes a l l  of the property historically associated with th* 
resource that retains  its integrity. 



N a m e / T i t l e :  Patrick Zollner. National Reaister Historian 

( 3 r g a n i z a t i o n : ~ r k a n s a s r -  ~rosramtate: 04/13/93 

Street & Number:323 Center. 1600 Tower B l d s .  Telephoner~SOII 324-3880 

C i t y  or Town: Little Rock State:= ZIP: 72201 
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The Horace Estes House is a single-story, wd-frame with brick veneer residence that was 
constructed in 1934 in a restrained inmetation of the Tudor Revival style of architecture. 
Tudor Revival elements are reflected primarily in the irregular plan that features a steeply 
pitched multiple gable mf, a large ornamented chimney, and tall, narrow windows. An 
integral, recessed wraparound porch with arched openings adds to the decorative effect. The 
interior is finished more in the simple, Plain TradlitionaI style, but does feature a large brick 
fireplace with a stepped-ogee Colonial Revival-styIe mantlepiece. There is one contributing 
ontbuirdiing - a combination washhouse/storage shed locakd north of the house - and one 
noncontribulting detached w p r t  located to the a t  of the house. b t e d  at 614 E. Main Street 
in Gurdon, the Horace Estes House is in excellent condition. 

Constructed in 1934, the H o m e  Estes House is a single-story, wd-frame with brick veneer 
residence that was designed in a restrained interpretation of the Tudor Revival style of 
architecture. The house rests vpon a cast conme foundation (faced with brick) and is covered 
by a composition-shingled, multiple gable mf. 

The front, or southem, elevation contains an integral, recessed m p m n d  porch (cnmntly 
scfeened in) to the east that is formed by a projecting gable. The porch consists of two large 
semi-circular arched openings on the southern and eastern elevations, a narrow arch to the north, 
a doorway arch to the west of the Iarge southern elevation arch, and an identical-size arched 
opening to the west. Each mh contains a stone keystone with the exception of the very narrow 
arch that faces north. The two largest openings have three keystone whie the doonmy arch 
features five stones. The principal gable above the recessed porch contains an eight-pane 
stationary window near the peak. This window features a flat arch with a decorative stone 
keystone. Decorative stonework is also found in the peak of the smaller doonmy gable, which 
contains a triangular pattern of thee inlaid stones. The light (and varied) m1or of the stone 
c o n a t s  nicely with the reddish-brown tapestq brick. 

To the west of the wraparound p c h ,  the Iong side-gable wan is punctuated by a central moss 
gable with the chimney placed in the center. The large chimney is adorned at the base with 
irregular-shaped stonework of apparently both sandstone and limestone. In the center of the 
chimney, an arch pattern is formed by an outline of inlaid stones of dternating shape (a quoin- 
Like effect) and color (again, most likeIy created by the use of sandstone and limestone). As in 
the stonework at the base, the stone morEer joints are of the "grapevine" variety. The interior 
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of the arch is decurated with patterned bricla laid diagonally in two "veem-shaped rows. The 
chimney is stepped twice - each step capped with a sandstone - and features panel brickwork 
near the top. This m s s  gable bay is flanked on both sides by paired four-over-four double-hung 
window. Both pairs ate ornamented with flattened-arch mwn with keystone. 

The western elevation is cony.msed of a gable end at the southern end that slightly projects fnm 
a long side gable wall that extends to the north. Two six-over-six double-hung windows 
illuminate the gable end prtlon while the side gable wall is fenestrated (to the north 
respectively) by a group of thm six-uver-six windows (identical to the gable end windows), a 
smaller six-over-six bathroom window, and a pair of normal-length six-over-six windows. 

'Fwo equal-size bays comprise the m, or northern, elevation. The western bay is created by 
a projecting gable and is fenesmted by two separate six-over-six double-hung windows. The 
eastern bay contains a pair of windows that ate identical to those in the adjacent bay but are 
positioned side by side. 

The eastem elevation is similar to the westem elevation in composition. A group of three six- 
ova-six double-hung windows are placed at the northem end with a single-Id doorway and a 
small six-over-six double-hung kitchen window to the south respectively. A metal awning 
shields the doorway, which currently contains a nonhistoric door. Another pair of six-over-six 
double-hung windows are Iocakd just north of the wraparound porch (to the south of the 
kitchen window) in the cross-gable bay. 

The interior is more simply omamenled, but does feature a large fireplace constructed of buff 
brick and a stepped-ugee mantlepiece of Colonial Revival appmnce. Interior door and window 
moldings are of the simple, Plain Traditional type. Although single-panel w d  doors 
predominate, there is one fully glazed, fifteen-pane d m .  Faceted glass d o o f h . 6 , ~  are found 
thoughout. The bathroom is Eargely original and consists of a mosaic inlaid tile floor and a 
pedestal sink. Principal alterations to the interior include the addition of modern imitation wood 
panelling to most of the rooms. The fmt door, which faces east and opens into the front porch, 
is of unlmown age, but d m  reflect Tudor Revival detailing in the use of a small nine-pane 
window and exterior channelling (to resemble hd-and-batten construction). 

Thae is one contributing outbuilding an the pmprty. A 1943 combination washh&dstorage 
house is located to the north of the hmse. It is of w d  frame construction and covered with 
simple drop siding that was typically used during that time perid. The shdlow-pitched gable 
mf, which exhibits exposed rafters (due to sirnpilicity of construction rather than 
ornamentation) is covered with green composition shingles. Two single-Id, five-panelled w d  
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d m  ME the southern elevation permit entry into the r e m v e  mms.  Fenestration is 
accomplished by three four-over-four single-hung windows on the muthem elevation and one 
identical window on the eastern elevations. The other two elevations are bhk. A 
noncontributing detached carport of recent vintage is located on the eastern side of the house. 

Zocated at 6 14 E. Main in Gurdon, the H o m e  Estes House in virtually undteted on the exterior 
and is in excellent condition. 
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The Horace Estes House is locally significant under Criterion C as the best example in W o n  
of a Tudor Revival-style residence. 

The construction of the railroads played an instrumental part in the birth and growth of a 
lumbering industry in what had earlier been unreachable stands of timber, and hence in the 
growth of h d o n  also. The community now hown as Gtcrdon started as a construction camp 
on tihe Iron Mountah Railway, completed in f 8 73. S m  thereafta th Iron Mountain Railway 
constructed a b r w h  to Camden laving the main line from Gurdon, which only increased the 
activity and regional cenirality of the town; and by 1906 the Gurdoa-Fort Smith railroad was 
in o w o n  and connected Gardon with the virgin forests of Montgomery County and the 
lumbering operations which were d n g  throughout tbe Ouachita Forest. 

This coincidental accessibility via modern transportation and rapid expansion of surromdhg 
lumbering operations made Gurdan particularly m t i v e  as a mill site and so allowed it to 
participate in the rapid expansion of the lumbering i n d w  in the South which saw it take over 
the lead f h m  the great Lakes region in Ember pmdudotl by 1899, The forests ararmd 
Gurdon, and especially to the northwest, contained huge stands of yellow pine, a preferred 
consmction material for a rapidly growing and building nation. A large segment of Clark 
County participated to some degree in the local expansion bruught on by the lumbering 
industry, but G d o n  by far took the lead: in 1888, the mills in Gwdon (and especially the 
Gurdon Lmber Company) exceeded the number of shipments of cut lumber shipped by the 
other milling town in Clark County cunbi (4,138 railroad mloads vs, the combined total 
of 3,346 carloads from Arkadelphia, Smithton, Bierne, Whelm and Curtis). 

This industrial development m y  led to fhe commercial growth of the town as well. By 
1888 &don could boast of a population of approximately one thousand, mast of which were 
employed at the mills. W o n  supported six general stom, groceries, meat mark* barber 
shops, mechanics' shops, two hotels, a livery stable, a weekly newspaper, post ofice, chmhes, 
etc. Four physicians also found sufficient work to remain. By the turn of the century 
Gurdon's sother industries included cotton gins, a brick company, and an ice plant which 
supplied the Missouri-Pacific Railroad as Gurdon was a re-icing stop- for trains carrying 
refrigerated goods. The town also claimed a bank and several other "similar conveniences." 
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Gurdon colithued to grow z h d e r ,  and its fortanis improved in direct proportion to both the 
popularity of yellow pine as a building material a d  the primacy of the railroad as the means 
far, shipping it to meet the nationwide demand. The prosperity enjoyed by commImities dong 
the main line of Zhe ~isburi-Pacific Railroad (formerly the Iron Mountain) encouraged 
dramatic grow& in their residential neighborhoods, a phenomenon not lost on a number of red  

+ estate speculators. In Gurdon, Wright" Park Addition and J. 8. Corn's Addition were two of 
that town's new subdivisions. 

On April 16th, 1934, Horace and Gatrue E s t ~  pmhased the vacant Zob 7 d 8 of Block 
9 of Corn's addition and wnstmcted a new residence in that year. Acxoxding to local oral 
history, the hwse was designed by Mrs. ESteS and her sister, Mary Coleman, who was atso 
said to have designed many houses in Prescott, Arkansas. Otherwise, it is known only that a 
local csdtsman, Marvin Anderson, was responsible for the brick laying. 

In 1943, the Estes family sold the house to B. F. and Mildred Willingham, a d  they have been 
the only other ownem of the property (Ms. Willingham stiU resides there today; her husband 
died in 1976). The WillIngEEms have altered the property very little d k g  their ownership. 
A washbousdstorage shed was erected to the north of the house in 1443, and a *standing, 
non-attached carport was added more recently to the east of the house. 

Although there is no hown documentation on the evolutim of Gurdon's built environment, 
it appears that residentid housing was typically of wood-frame construction with some form 
of weatherboard siding and, when not of Plain Traditional appemme, followed the typical 
architectural -1e p r o m i o n  of an Arkansas railroad town. Although not common, brick- 
veneer siding (and to a lesser exten5 stone) was used occasionalEy for residences - usually 
1920's Craftsman-style buses. Sn Arkmas, the popular period revival styles of the Iate 
1920's and 14305 -were Iatgely confined to the suburbs of ~e larger cities and towns with 
reldvely few examples found in the smaller, more rural towns. 

The Horace JEstes House in Gurdon is one sf the exceptions to that general bend and is a 
modest, but well-executed example of ,a brick-veneer Tudor Revival-style residence. The 
design exhibits such characteristic Tudor Revival details as a multiple-gable roof, a Iarge, 
elaborated chimney, and tall, narrow muItipIe-pane windows, A design contriiution of more 
vernacular inspiration - the integral, wraparound porch with arched openings - blends 
harmoniously with the mom pure Tudor Revival elements to m e  a dignified and distinctive - residence that is undoubtedly the best representative of its style in Gurdon. Moreover, the 
design of the Horace Estes House is distinguished from the majority of Gurdon's Depression- 
era s t r u m ,  which reflect an almost nonexistent use of ornament and a minimal use of 
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materials. As such, the Horace Estes House is eligible under Criterion C with local 
signifieazlke. 



, ------.-*. .--.----. ,-, - - --- - - - - - - - - - - - -"  --,. 

Unltsd States Department of the Interlor 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Seetlon number 9 ?age 

Bibliography 

Information supplied by Mildred Willingham, January, 1993. 

Smith, Kenneth L. Sawmilt. Fayetteville: The University of Arkansas Press, 1986. 

Tarpley , Helen and -la Taylor. G u m  Centennial Album. 1980. 

Zze Goodsped Biographical and RistorScul Memoirs of Southern Arkarum* Chicago, Nashville, 
and St. Louis: The G d s p e e d  Publishing Cs., 1890. 

Thomas, David Y., ed. Arkanrm and Its People. New York: The American Histotical 
Society, Inc,, 1930. Vol. TI, 

Workers of the Writer's Program. me W A  Guide to 1930's A r k a r m  with new introduction 
by Elliot West. Iawrence, Kansas: University Presss of Kansas, 1987 (original copywright 
1941). 




