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summy 
The Peake High School is located at 1600 Caddo Street near the west side of kkadelphia. It sits on the 
southeast corner of the Peake School campus. The one-story, brick-veneered building rests on a cast- 
concrete foundation, and the gable roof is covered in asphalt shingles. Banks of windows are located around 
the building, and they provide light to the classrooms inside. The building was built in 1928 with assistance 
h r n  the Rosenwald Fund. 

ELABORATlON 
The Peake High SchooI is an H-shaped building at 1600 Caddo Street in Arkadelphia, Clark County, 
Arkansas. The ten-classroom building, which was built in 1928 with assistance from the Rosenwald Fund, is 
located on ehe southeast corner of the Peake School campus. The building is one stop tall and rests on a 
continuous cast-concrete foundation. The walls of the building are tvood Frame with a brick veneer. The 

, -oof on the building is covered in aspha'l t shingles, and has sables that run paraIlel to the crossbar and legs of 
. -. ,le "H" shape. Large banks of windows, which are typical forschools of the period, are located around the 

building, and provide light to the building's classrooms. 

SouthlFron t Faqade 
The south side of the building can be divided into three pasts, the central portion, which is the crossbar of the 
"H," and the two ends of the classtoom wings. The south end of each cIassroom wing, which have front- 
facing gables, have no fenestration, although a triangular, louvered attic vent is located in each gable end. 
(Originally, there were windows on the south ends of the classroom wings, but small additions have been 
added to each wing.) 

The central portion of the fagade is spanned by a shed-roofed parch supported by four metal posts. The 
porch also extends down the sides of the classroom wings. The concrete floor of the porch is supported by a 
continuous-foundation, and three sets of concrete steps lead up to the porch level, one at each end and one in 
the center. A central entry with hvo wood doors that have windows in the top ha1 f provides access into the 
building. In addition, two entrances on each end of the porch accesses the front classrooms in the classroom 
wings. A group of four six-over-six, double-hung, wood windows flanks the entrance. 

Originally, above the front porch there were wood-fnme, nine-pane rectangular windows, three groups of 
three in the center flanked on each side by a group of two, which allowed light into the auditorium space. 
However, these windows were covered over when the slope of the front porch's roof was increased sometime 
after 1984. 

I 

-b~*;lst/Side Faqade 
The east fa~ade  of the building has three large clusters of windows on the original portion that provide light 
to the classrooms. In addition, a ten-paned, metal-framed window is located on the east side of the small 
addition on the south end of the classroom wing. The first cluster, towards the south end of ithe building, j s  a 
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group of five wood-framed, double-hung, nine-over-nine windows. 

The central cluster of windows consists of a group of five wood-framed, double-hung, six-over-six windows 
followed by a single wood-framed, double-hung, six-over-six window separated from the central group by a 
narrow space ofbrick. In addition, above the central cluster of windows is the gable end for the central 
section" gable roof. All of the windows on the east faqade have concrete window sills. 

The last cluster of windows, towards the north end of the faqade, is a p u p  of six wood-framed, double- 
hung, nine-over-nine windows. In addition, below the northern cluster of windows, there were thee 
windows that let in light to a room under the north end of the classroom wing, but they have been enclosed 
with cinder blecks. 

i 

-+ JorthIRear Facade 
The rear faqade, like the front faqade, consists of a central section, which is the crossbar of the "H," and the 
two ends of the classroom wings. The ends of the cIassroorn wings do not have any fenestration, but have 
two decorative panels that are comprised of a1 temating groups of three vertical and horizontal soldier bricks 
bordered by header bricks. A continuous cornice and pent roof forms a barrier bemeen the wall: plane and 
the gable peak area. The facades of the classroom wings that face each other have a doorway next to the 
central portion. A small rectangular louver provides ventilation to the attic space in each wing. Also, the 
north faqade of the eastem classroom wing has two enclosed window openings followed by a doorway, while 
the north faqade of the western classroom wing has three enclosed window openings. 

The sear fqade of the central portion has a symmetrical fenestration pattern. The cenbal window cluster is a 
moup of three wood-hrned, double-hung, nine-over-nine windows with wood- framed, six-pane transom .., 
windows above. The central group of three is flanked on each side by a pair of wood-framed, double-hung, 
nine-over-nine windows with wood-.framed, six-pane transom windows above followed by a single wood- 
framed, double-hung, nine-over-nine window with wood-framed, six-pane transom window above. 

At the east and west ends of the central portion's facade is a doonvay with three-pane transom window 
above. A small awnins roof is located above each doomay. A11 of the windows and doors on the north 
favade's central portion provide light and access into the building's auditorium space. 

MresZISide Facade 
r" 'he west fa~ade  of the building has sem-al clusters of windows that provide light to the classrooms. At the 

~ ~ o r t h  end of the building is a single double-hung, four-over-four, wood-frame window. The first cluster to 
the south is a group of six wood-framed, double-hung, nine-over-nine windows. Below the cluster are thee  
boarded-up openings that would have originally had windows to provide light to the lower lever mom. 
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The next w o  clusters of windows to the south are groups of three wood-framed, double-hung, nine-over-nine 
windows. Ln addition, above these clusters of windows is the gable end for the central section's gable roof. 

The last cluster of windows on the original portion of the building, towards the south end of the favade, is 
also is a group of six wood-framed, double-hung, nine-over-nine windows. In addition, a ten-paned, metal- 
framed window is located on the west side of the small addition on the south end of the classroom wing. 

Interior 
The interior floorplan still reflects its historic appearance. Inside the front entrance, the entrance is flanked 
by the original administrative spaces of the building. The rest of the center portion of the building (crossbar 
of the "H") is occupied by the auditorium space. The two wings on tither side of the crossbar still house the 
~lassioorn spaces of the building, including two that were in the basement. 

The majority of the interior doors, which are wood-paneled with transom windows, are still intact as are the 
majority of the hardwood floors. The wal1s are still either original plaster and lath or recently applied 
,ysum board. 

Integrity 
Overall, Peke  High School has good integrity7 and it is very easy to tell that the building was heavily 
inspired by one of Samuel Smith's original plans. AIthough there have been two smal t additions to the fronts 
of the classroom wings, they ace small in scale and match the original building's construction in materials. 
The fact that Arkadelphia has always been a mid-size towm in Clark County, and remains so today, also 
allows the setting around the Peake High School 10 reflect its period of significance. 
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SUMMARY 
1 he Peake High School is being nominated to the Natiana! Register of Histonc PIaces with local 
significance under Criterion A for its association with education in Arkadelphia and Clark Caunty. 
Additionally, it is significant as a part of Julius Rosenwald's legacy as the forernosi bendactor to Negro 
education in the South, and as ihe only supliving Rosenwsld School in Clark County. 

ELABORATION 
Contrary to common belief, the education of many southern black Americans took place on southern 
plantations while many were slaves. Some masters allowed a few of their slaves to become skilled workers 
or. artisans by pemitting them to be apprentices or emphyees of cr~ftsmen 3utsidC the plantation. In fact, it 
u+as quite prof;table .fir the platation to have a number of sAilled slaves in order to avoid having to hire 

r -xpensi*,e mechanics, craftsmen, machinists, seams tresses, etc. Education was dso taking place among the 
.- ~'Etil6re;1, oRen withoat the master's knowledge. Many of the children of the masters thought it quite 

amusing to play "schor>.E"aaild teach the slave chr Idren how to read and do math. To the children i t  was a 
gme, bdt in actuality i t  WAS part of the beginning of the black education movement in the South after the 
Enancipation Proclamation iri 1 863. Ln fact, man j qlaves were dble to use their ialents and skills to gain 
heir manumission, or to do enough work out side the pldntation to buy their way out of slavery. 

2fter the Emancipation Proclamation and the tlight of the blacks to northern cities, many religious 
organizations and education-oriented groups r ~ l i z e d  the need for education among the black refugees. 
Plantation life had left many blacks unable to cope with life in the city or with finding jobs. Benevolent 
societies sprang up in cities such as Boston, Chicago, New York, Cincinnati, and Philadelphia in 1862-1 863. 
lpgether with church organizations, they pmvided food, cio!hing, religious leaders, money. and.tezchers f ~ r  
the netvcomez. Church organizations were the leadm in the freedman's school system in its beginning . 

stages. At the foreficrt of the religious groups was the m e n c a n  M~ssionay Asso~iation,~ organized In i 849 
to operate Chri.st_ian missions and educational institutions at home and, abroad. Other religious p u p s  
included The Baptist Cht:rch, North (or Hame Mission Sociely), the Freedman's Aid Society. and the 
General Conferrnce of the Metkodi s t  Episcopal Church; it great deal of the rnonev aqd su;>plies these proups 
provided were d i s p ~ m d  through the Union Amy.  In Merch 1 862, lthe New England Freedman's Society, 
dong with General Edward L. Pierce and numeroLs other educators, ini~ia~ed !he Port Royal Fx~eriment. 
The Experiment involved devetoping the economy, directing blacks to economic dependence, and 
organiz~ng schcrols. 

1' 1 I863 the Freedmzn's Ina;;iry Commission suggested the creation of a govenunent agency to deal 
-specifica!Ey with the care of the freedmen. In 1865.Congress passed an act creating thz Bureau of Refugees. 

Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands, othenvise knirwn as the freed men',^ Bureau, The Bureau was useful 
bzcause it committed '.he United States to the tad. of carkg for the freedmen, and because it made that care a 
part of the official s t t ~ c t u r e  by which the Somh was being controlled. Even though the Fre@rnen'sJ3ureau 
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was cble to remedy many of the flaws of the relief programs for the freedmen, i t  was the strongly motivated 
individuals of the religious goups and benevolent organizations that were mainly responsible for the 
education of the blacks. These individuals were for the most part devout Christians and well-mined teachers 
from New England. 

One of the zealous individuals that became one of the most significant figures in southern black education 
was JuIius Rosenwald. Rosenwald was quite successful as a businessman, but his philanthropic work has 
always overshadowed his financial success. He entered the clothing business in New York in 1878. h 1 895 
he invested $35,000 in the stock of Sears, Roebuck, a d  Company, nnd in less than thirty years i t grew into 
$150,000,000. He became president of the mail-order firm in 1910 and then chaiman in f 925. During the 
years Rosenwald was most active as a philanthropist, Sears and Roebuck expanded into the retail chain-store 
business, and he was actually absent from the company from 1916 to 1919. As earty as 1910, Rosenwald 

r- was a trustee of Tuskegee Institute in .4Eabarna and made gifts on behalf of the rural school movement to the 
Institute, primarily through close contact with Booker T. Washington. His funds made possibIe the erection 
of sixteen YMCA buildings and one YMCA building for blacks. This stimulated gifts from others for 
similar projects in many cities in both the North and South, including the financial support for a large black 
housing project in Chicago. Rosmwald was active in a number of Jewish organizations and granted 
substantial financial support to the National Urban League. Also, he was appointed a member of the Council 
on National Defense and served as chairman of its committee on supplies. 

In 191 7 Rosenwald established the Julius Rosenwald Fund. This fund was destined to attract more money to 
the benefit of black education than any ether philanthropic undertaking to this date. The fund's broad 
purpose was for the betterment of mankind irrespective of race, but it was aimed more specifically at creating 
more equitable opportunities for black Americans. Unlike many charity organizations, the Rosenwald Fund 
\vas to only help a school if the community, blacks and whites alike, had raised same of the money 
themselves; however, the black community usual1 y provided the labor. Rosenwald and the directors of his 
trust first directed their attention toward building rural schools, Iater toward high schools and colleges, and 
finally toward the providing of grants and fellowships to enable outstanding bIacks and whites to advance 
their careers. Not only did the Rosenwald Fund help to build rural schools, it was also responsible for a 
number of buildings and libraries on college campuses. The directors o f  the trust were also involved to a 
certain extent in the direction of the curriculum at all levels of education. Their emphasis was on the 
educational needs of country children. They maintained that some vocational skills were necessary, as ~lere 

the ability to do some math, to read and write clearly, to have some understanding of biological processes and 
.' 'arming, and to understand the fundamentals of sanitation and health. 

State records indicate that when the fund ceased activity in 1945, it had aided in the building of 389 school 
buildings (schools, shops, and teachers' homes) in 45 counties in Arkansas. The total amount contributed by 
the fund was $1,952,441. The state or counties owned and maintained all of the schooEs, and the Iand was 



Peake High School Clark Countv. Arkansas 

United States Department of the Interior 
.qational Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 8 Page 3 

usually donated by a white landowner. In Arkansas, R. C. Childress of Little Rock was the Rosenwald 
Building Agent. Chi ldress was the first degree graduate of Philander Smith College and was the second 
black person to work for the state Education Department. He dedicated his life to education and, 
consequently, the University of Arkansas at Pine BIuffnamed Childress Hall for him, and the high schools in 
Wyme and Nashville were named for him. 

The present Peake High School bui Idins was built in 1 929 and upas named for J. Ed Peake, one of the 
principals of the old Sloan School and landowner of the site where the building was built. Peake's heirs sold 
the land that the building was built on to the Arkadelphia Special School District Number One on July 27, 
2 928, for $4,000. However, it was stipulated that the property remain under the Peake name. 

4 total of $32,150 was allocated to Arkansas for the 1928-1 929 budget year (the year Peake was built), 

.-- " ~ h i c h  allowed the completion of 29 schools, three teachers' homes, seven vocational shops, and three schoot 
additions comprising five classrooms. Of the 29 schools completed during that period, the Peake High 
School was the only ten-room school built. 

The cost to construct Peake High School was $25,400, and it was one of the most expensive schools 
constructed during the 1928- 1929 budget cycle. Of the 525,400 cost of construction. $2,000 came from 
black contributions, S20,800 came fiom public funding, and the Rosentvald Fund gave a gant of $2,600. 

In addition to the main school building, a shop building was also built in I929 just to the north of the school. 
The one-morn building (originally) cost S2,25O to build, and it was one of seven shops buiIt during the 1928- 
1929 budget year. Of the $2,250 cost of constructian, 5200 came from black contributions, S 1,800 came 
From public funding, and the Rosenwald Fund gave n grant of $250. (Although the shop building is still 
extant and used by the School District's maintenance staff, the School District would not give permission to 
include i t in the nomination.) 

Peake Nigh School did not use a standard Rosentvald plan, but was heaviIy based on Floor Plan No. 7-A for 
a "Seven Teacher Community School" from Samuel Smith's Comrn~tniiy School Plans. Smith was the 
general field agent for the Rusenwald Fund, and he developed a series of floorplans and specifications for a 
variety of schools that used the most up-to-date innovations in school design. The detailed blueprints and 
specifications could be obtained from the Rosenwald Fund through the state's education office. Smith felt 
that having a stock set of bIueprints and specifications would allow any community to build a quality school 

' pithout having to hire an architect, and the schooI plans turned out to be one of his greatest legacies. 
- - 

Smith was very concerned, with having the maximum amount of natural light get into the classrooms, 
especially since the rural areas where many of the buildings were built often did not have electricity. Peake 
High School, as specified in the plans, faces south in order to allow east-west sunlight into the rooms. East- 
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west sunlight allowed a more comfortable light (as opposed to an all-day exposure to southern sunlight), and 
also allowed for better ventilation since shades would not be needed to cover the windows a11 day long. 

The interior specifications for the buildings that Smith designed also helped to maximize the use of sunlight. 
Specifications required tan shades on the interior, instead of the more traditiona1 geeen, and preferred that 
two shades be installed per window, in order to allow more regulation of Ii@. The schooEs were also 
designed so that seating arrangements placed the windows on the children's left sides so that their writing 
arms, at least for right-handed students, would not cast shadows on their papers. Floor PIm No. 7-A, which 
was the basis for Peake High School, reflects all of Smith's innovations. 

The design chosen as the basis for Peake High School, like the other school designs that Smith did for the 
Tiosenwald Fund, also incorporates an indusrrial room. The inclusion of an industrial room reflected part of 

' 
, .3ookw T. Washington's Progessive-era educational philosophy, It alIowed girls to be taught sewing and 

cooking, and boys to be taught farming and working with tools. (The inclusion of a separate shop building 
also reflected Washington's beliefs.) 

Smith also recognized that school buildings often served as community centers, and he incorporated that 
ideal into his designs. He once wrote that, "the best modern school is one which is designed to serve the 
entire cormunity for twelve months in the year.. .whenever possible a good auditorium, large enough to seat 
the entire community, should be erected in connection with every community school. If there are not 
sufficient funds for an auditorium, two adjoining classrooms with movable partitions may be made to serve 
this purpose." As a result, all of Smith's school designs had movable partitions or an auditorium, as at Peake 
High School. 

The siting of the budding was also considered to be very important, and Smith provided recornendations on 
that regard. It was recommended that buildings be built on at least a two-acre site, and be Iocatd near a 
corner of the site. This allowed enough space for the school, two privies, a teacher's home, playgrounds for 
the students, a space for agricultural demonstrations, and proper Iandscaping. PresentIy, the Peake School 
campus occupies one block towards the western end of Arkadelphia h keeping with Smith's 
recommendations, the Peake Hi& School building is located at the extreme southeastern comer of the 
campus. 

When the Peake High School building was compIeted, the first prIncipaI in the building was Mr. Hildreth. 
( :nrollment was less than 300 students, and the school served the first through eighth grades. In 1938, 

Nathaniel B. Cooke became the school's principal, and he remained at Peake for twenty-nine years before he 
retired. 
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By 1960, the popuIation of the black community in Arkadelphia and surrounding areas had increased 
substantially, necessitating the construction of another building on the Peake campus. Once the new building 
was completed. the Rosenwald building became an elementary school housing first through sixth grades. 

Arkadelphia Public Schools became totally integrated duriq the 1969-1 970 schoot year. The building built 
on the campus in the 1960s became Peake Middle School and housed grades five through seven. The 
principals at the school after Cooke included lt'illiam T. Keaton. Jerry Daniels, Carroll Wood, Berla Jean, 
RandaI1 Muse, and Carrol Foste. 

By early 1 984, the building was being used by the Head Start Program, and it was the last occupant of the 
building, vacating it in December 200 1. Currently, the buiIding is vacant and being used for storage by the 

I 
:chool district. However, these is an active alumni association and the school district is looking at the 

- ,)ossi bili ty of renovating the building for future use. 

Schools, especially Rosenwald Schoo Is, along with churches were often the centerpieces of a community, 
and it was no exception in Arkadelphia. Peake High School was the center of life in this part of Arkadelphia. 
As the only sutviving Rosen~vald School in Clark County, Peake High School is a rare and tangible reminder 
of the philanthropic legacy of Julius Rosenwald. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The Peake High School i s  being nominated to the National Resister of Historic Places with local 
significance under Criterion -4 for i ts  association with education in Arkadelphia and Clark County. 
Additionally, it is significant as a part of Julius Rosenwald's legacy as the foremost benefactor to Negro 
education in the South, and as the only surviving Rosenwald School in Clark County. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
Beginning at the northwest corner of 1 6th Street and Caddo Street, proceed northerly along the western edge 
of 161h Street 250 feet, thence proceed westerly 250 feet, thence proceed southerly 250 feet to the northern 
edge of Caddo Street, thence proceed easterly 250 feet along the northern edge of Caddo Street back to the 
point of beginning. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 
The boundary indudes the land at the Peake campus that houses the 1929 Rosenwald schooI building, 














