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CONDlTlOlY CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

DESCRFE E THE PRESENT AND ORlGlNAL (1F KNOWN1 PHYSICAL APPEARANCE I 
The Clark County Courthouse, built in 1894, is a two and one-half story .- structure. 
The major mass of the s l u c t u r e  is rectangular w i t h  a six story parapeted clock tower on 
the: northwestern corner, hexagon towers on the t h e e  remaining sides, a projecting en- 
closed entrance porch on the north, and a twice-projecting bay with enclosed entrance 
porch on t h e  west. The roof is a combination of hips and gables w i t h  s i x  sided conlcal 
roofs on the hexagon towers. The towers are topped i n  f i n i a l s  ana there i s  cresting on the 
roof major. Windows are segmental arches on t h e  first storyr  and f u l l  arches ~ 5 t h  double 
r o w s  of briclc voussiors on the second, with the exception of the north elevation, where 
windaws a r e  flat arches on the first story and relieving arches on the second. Windows 
have stone lentils and sills. Opening an entrance porches axe three centered qrches whose 
radii are t r i m d  in terra cotta. 

Walls on the  first floor have wainscots of narrow vertical boarding. F l m r s  are finished 
in ceramic t i les .  Air vents a r e  iron f i l igree.  Two stairs lead to the second floor; b o a  

I 
have elaborately t u n e d  newel p a s t s  and balusters. The second floor passageway has a 
vaulted ceiling, (nun-structural). . Jury boxes, judge's bench, floors, and lighting fix- 
tuxes are criginal. 

I 
I 

Alterations include a small rectangular addition to the east elevation of the  building and 
a dropped ceiling in the courtroom. Originally the clock tower was topped by a conical  
roof. 

i 
f-' 
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Built in 1B99 by R. S. 0' Neal after d Charles Thompson design, the Clark County Courthouse 
is a Romanesque-styled, architecturally significant structure that  occupies a site and i 
serves apurpose (i.e.,county courthouse) closely connected w i t h  the early set t lementof ; 
Ukadelpbia , the  countyseat.  R l s o , i n t h e a r e a o f c o m m i t y p l a n n i n g , t h e a r i g i n a l  town ! 
plan in Rrkadelphia u t i l i z &  the courtsquare as a community focal p o i n t .  However, this 
i n i t i a l  plan was soon abandoned and the business/comnercial distr ict  developed along an 
east-west ~ a i n  Stree t  axis. Final lyrthe county courthouse in C l a r k  County, as in t h e  rest 
of Arkansas, acts as a structural symbol of American government while it serves as the cen- : 
t e r  of p o l i t i c a l  activity. 1 
Named for William Clark, Governor of the  Missouri Territory, Clark County was created as 
ty fourth county  in the Arkansas Territory by the  Missouri Legislature on December 15, 1818. 
1 '42 Arkadelphia became the f i f t h  location fo+ the county seat when a brisk courthouse 
wh, , u i l t  in the center of the townsquare. i 

? 

I 
The canstruetion of the cowthouse provided t he  major inpetus for the ear ly  settlement and I 
qrowth of lirkadelphia. Originally called Blakeley's H i l l ,  the --site was a high bluff 
on the w e s t  bank of the  GuachLta River, a large,navigable xiver w h i c h  cuts  across the caw- I 

ty. The c o d s s i o n e r s  who chose the site changed its name to Arkadelphia, platted lots and ' 

held a public sale of lots on Februaxy 8 ,  1843,fcr the purpose of raising funds to pay for 1 
the courthouse. I 
In 1899 the county hired Charles Thompson, then Arkansas's leading architect, to design a 1 
new and laxger courthouse. The end product was the large two and a half story, brick Roman- 1 
esque-style structure that continues to dominate the courtsquare in Arkadelphia. The court- ' 
house occupies the s i te  of its predecessor. Virtually unaltered, the irregular mass of the ! 
structure features a six-story parapeted clock tower on its north-east corner. The conical 
rabf which once surmounted t h i s  tower has been removed. Hexagonal towers with steeple roofs i 
are located on the three remaining corners. The th ree  entrances to the building (north, 1 
w2s-t: and south elevations) ase approached through Wmesque-arch& porches. Terra e o t t a  I 

tablets bearing t he  name of the courthouse and its date of construetion molded in script I 

are located above the porch arches. A compatible, rectangular one-story brick addition pro- 1 

jeets from the east elevation, 

The interior remains in excellent condition and is distinguished by t h e  amount and condition! 
I 

nf the original wooden t r k m .  Both large interior  stairways are in excellent condition and 
unaltered. Detailing in the second floor courtrmm, judge's chamber and jury room t? i t s  a high degree of craftmanship. However, a rodern drop ceiling obscures the 

3; .nal ceiling in the courtroom. 
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In Arkansas the county government is the  f i r s t  and perhaps most personal l i n k  in the  chain I 

of xepresentative democracy and the county courthouse selrves as a tangLble symbol of this , 
fact. F ~ s t  administrative and judicial of f i c i a l s  in county government are elected thraaqh 
a county-wide election, while the mders of the fiscal body, the Quorum Court, are elected ! 
i n  township elections. It is the responsibility of county governmer.tto assess and tax i 

! property, mainta in  the county highways, provlde r u r a l  l a w  enforcement, maintain the county : 
j a i l ,  r e p l a t e  the  incorporation and boundary expansion of towns and cit ies ,  issue marriago, ! 
licenses, systematically file records of deeds, mortgages, l iens and bonds, perform judi- ! 

! 
cia1 duties in minor c iv i l  or criminal cases and other duties too numerous to list. 

Tne building w h i c h  houses county government in Rrkansas is o f t e n  the most elaborate stroc- 
ture in t h e  county. T h e  Clark County Courthouse was probably, at t h e  t i m e  of its construe- ; 
t i o n ,  the 4inest and largest building in Claxk County and today stands as one of the most fi 

impressive examples of historic architecture in Arkadel_ahia. Aftex a survey of a l l  Arkan- ('* 
sas courthauses conducted by the  Arkansas Historic Preservation Program in 1975, the  Clark * 

Comty Courthouse was rated as being one of Arkansas's most significant surviving county 
courthouses . I 
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THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 1 
NATIONAL - SKATE-& LO CA'L - I 

As the designated Stme Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1968 IPub+ic Law 89-665). 1 I 
hereby nominate this Dropsmy for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the ! 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Pa 
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