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I .  Name of Pronerh. 

historic name Biscw, Namie Gresham, House 

other nameslsite number CL02iW 

street & number 227 Cherry Street not for publication 

city or town Arkadelphia vicinity 

state Arkansas Code AR county Clark code 019 zipcode 71923 

3. StatelFederal Agency Certification 

I 

_.I' 

,s rhe designated authority under the Narional Historic Pmenration A ~ L  as amended, I hereby certify that mis  nomination Q 
request for determination o f  eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering propertia in IheNational Regiaer of Historic 
P l a m  and meets rhe procedural and professional requirements set for in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion. the property meets 
does not meet the National Register criteria I recommend hat this p r o m  be considered significant 

na~iondIy statewide ally. (See wntinuation sheet for additional mmm .) 
1 -  > a l  A 1- 1 2 , ~ 8 z U 3  

Sigature of cerliiping offrcialrTTitle Date 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Prograrn 
I 

Slate or Fcdcral agency and bureau 

En my o p i n n  
comrncnts.) 

Signature of wrtifying oficiamrle Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Sewice Certification 
E hereby certify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper Date or Action 

entered In the National Register. 
Sec conrinuation sheet 

derermlned eligible for the 
Naiinnol Re~isler. w 

See continuation sh& 
dercrmined not cligihle for the 

National Rcgisrer. 
removal from [he National 

li Register. 

other. (explain:) 
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Ylassificrtion 

(>rvnership o f  Property Cafegoy of Property Number o f  Resources within Property 
K'lreck I ~ F  many box- RS apply) (Ctteck only one box) (Da mr include previo~lsly listed rcsourcac in count.) 

X private 
public-local: 

X building(s) 
district 
site 

structure 

object 

Contributing Noncontributing 

I 0 buildings 

0 0 sites 

0 0 s w c m  
0 0 objects 

1 0 Total 

Name o f  related multipie prope* listing Number of Contribt~ting resources previously listed 
(E~iter "h'i~" if properr! is not pan of a rnurtiple property listing.) in the National Register 

N/A NIA 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories From i m c l i o n s )  

1 DOMESTIC: single dwelling 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categorim fmrn insrmctions) 

LATE VICTORIAN: Queen Anne 

Materials 
entpr catgork from insmaians) 

foundation BRlCK 
walls WOOD: Weatherboard 

roof ASPHALT 
nthw 

Narrative kcr ip t ion  
(-he the historic md ct~rrent condition of the property on om or mare continuation sheets.) 

See continuation sheet. 
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7tntement of Significance 

~ - h ~ t i c a  ble Nationa t Register Criteria LweSs of Significance (local, state, national) 
(Mark "I" in one or mare boxes for the cdtwia qualifying the property L0eal 
for Naiorwll Register listing.) 

k Property is assaciatd with events that have made 
a siinifjcanr contribution to the broad patterns of .A reas of Significance (Enter categories from inrrttuaim) 

I3 Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or p o s s e s s  
high anistic values, or represents a significant and 
disrin~ishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance 
individual distinction. 1901 

D Property has yielded, or is Iikely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark 3" in a!l !he boxes thal apply.) 

Significant Dates 
190 1 

is: 
A awned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes, 
Significant Petson (Com@ck if Criterion B is marked) 

8 removed from its original location. N/ A 

C. birthplace or p v e  of a hisurical figme of outstanding 
impoflance. Cultural Affiliation (Complete ifCtitcrion D is marked) 

D D a cemetew. NIA 

E a reconstructed buildin& object, or sb-ucture. 

F a commemorative property 
Arch itect3Builder 

G less thsn SO years of age or achieved significance Unknown 
wrthin the past 50 years. 

Nmrrstive Statement of Significance 
(Explain the oipnificance of h e  propmy an orre or more continualion sheets.) !kc mlinuttrion sheel. 

9. Major Riblio~raphical References 

Bibliography 
(Cite the boob. arlicles. and 0 t h  m u m  used in preparing, this form on om or mom eominuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
X preliminary determination of individual listing (36 

CFR 6 7  has been requested 
previously listed in the National Register 

3 Previously detmined eligible by the National 
Register 
designared a National Historic Landmark 
recorded 'by Historic American Building Survey 
# 
recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Primary lorration of additional data: 
X State Historic Preservation Ofice 

Other State Agency 
Federal Agency 

0 Local Government 
University 

CI]i Other 
Name of repository: 
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Geogmphical Data 

Acreage of  Propem less than one 

UTM References 
[PFace addirional WTM refemees on r continuation shm.) 

3775588 
Northing 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(See continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(See continuation sheet.) 

3 
Zone Easting Northing 

4 

See continuation s h a  

I I.  Form Prepared By 

name/titIe Dr. Caroline Wwdell Cagle, Edited by: Zac C o t h ,  Survey Historian 

organization AHPP date 8)2512003 

street & number 323 Center Street, Suite 1600 telephone 50 1-324-9789 

city or town Little Rock state AR zip code 72201 

' 'ditional Documentation 
:t nhe ioltow~ng Items wr1i llie completed form. 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the propertyVs location 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resolrrces. 

Representative black and white photographs o f  the property. 

Additional items 
(Check wi!h tht SMPO or FPO for my additional items.) 

Property Owner 
(C'nniplere this iten1 at rhe request ofSHPO or FPO.) 

name Caroline Woodell Cagle 
street & number 227 Cherry Street tejephone 870-246-27 15 

city or town Arkadelphia state AR zip code 7 1923 

Papmark Rcdllrtion Art Statement: This mfbrmarion is being collected for applicdom lo the Narional Register of Historic P l m  to nominal< properlies for 
listing or determine eligibility for Iisting. t~ list prapecties. and lo amrnd exisline listing. Rspm tolhig q u e s t  i s  requirrd 10 obtain a benetit in acowd;1mce 
-. ' %c Na~ional Historic Pmcrvation Am as amended (16 U.S.C. 470er q.) 

, .,.lared Rurdtn Statcmenr: Public rrporting burdm fw tfiis form is tstimated to a q c  IS.1 kim per rcPpMlse including lime for miwing inslmctions. 
garkrinp and maintaining dam. and mpfct ing and rvimving tht form. Direct m m e n r s  regarding this bnrdtn tsrimale or any aspect otthis Form 20 the Chiet 
Adnr~ni<trslivt Services Div~s~on. Narianal k r i i  Service. P 0. Box 37 123. wash in go^ DC 2001 3-7 127; md thE OtTicc of U a n a g m  and Budget Papnvork 
Rcductinns Pmicctr ( 1  02440 1 8). W~sliinglon DC 20303. 
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SUMMARY 
The Nannie Gresham Biscoe House is located on two lots at 227 Cheny Street in Arkadelphia, Arkansas, 
Constructed in 190 1, the house is an excellent example of Queen Anne style architecture. Built as a famiIy 
home and boarding house, it has remained in the family since it was built, having keen passed down from 
mother to daughter for four generadons, 

The two-story building rests upon a brick pier foundation with brick latticework enclosing the crawl space 
that extends under the entire house. A hinged door in the back provides access to the space under the house. 
The wood-frame house is covered with weatherboard siding and topped by a composition shingle roof. 
Originally, three brick chimneys pierced the roof, but they were- removed in the 1960s or early 1970s. The 
only other noticeable changes to the exterior are the addition of a bay window in the kitchen at the back o f  
*Fie house, metal siding on the back wall, and an outside door at the back that provides access to the attic. 

~CLABORATION 
Constructed in 190 1, the N m i e  Gresham $ism House Imted at 227 Cherry Street in Arkadelphia, 
Arkansas, is an excellent example of Queen Anne style architecture. The two-story building rests upon a 
brick pier foundation with brick latticework enclosing the crawl space that extends under the entire house. 
The wood-frame house is covered with weatherboard siding and topped by a composition shingle roof. The 
home has been painted gray with conming gray and green trim. Built as a family home and boarding house, 
it has remained in the family since it was built, having been passed down from mother to daughter for four 
generations. 

The front of the house faces north with the eastern most part of the f a d e  projecting forward in the form of a 
two-story bay projection topped with a front-facing gable roof sheathed in decorative wood shingIa. The 
projection Is sheathed in a combination of diagonal and horizontal siding, both of which are original. Three 
one-over-one, double-hung windows fenestrate the bay projection on both the first and second story. Moving 
west, a one-story wrap-around porch supported on columns provides shelter for the first-story entrances, The 
itdl material below the porch's roof is diagand board and the wall covering above the porch roof is 
weatherboard. The home? primary entrance is through a wooden door that is flanked on each side by two 
side-lights and crowned with a single-pane transom. The entryway is followed by two one-over-one 
windows. A secondary door crowned with a transom is located at the western extreme of the front faqade. 
Above the porch, the second-story is fenestrated by a single-pane window that is crowned with a decorative 
transom and flanked by one-over-one double-hung windows. The window grouping is centrally located under 

r '  "ronlt-facing gable end sheathed in decorative wood shingles. The final window on the front fapde9s second 
- ~ r y  is a simple one-over-one window located above the secondary entrance. 

The west side of the house is fenestrated by a ribbon of two single-pane windows located under The roof of 
the wraparound porch. The house then prqiects slightly westward and is topped wit11 a side facing gable. As 
with the front elevation, the gable end is sheathed in decorative wood shingles, The pro-jection is fenestrated 
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by a ribbon of three one-over-one windows topped with a two-pane transom window. Located directly above 
the lower story windows is a pair of one-ovm-one windows. Moving south, the building has a side door that 
is crowned with a transom. The final first story window is smaller than most of the home's other windows. It 
is double-hung with an eight-overeight pane configuration. Taro more one-over-one windows fenestrate the 
second story of the building. 

The back of the house faces scrutb with the urestemnost portion extending southward from the main body of 
the house creating an L shaped rear elevation. The projecting section of the rear elevation features a bay 
window that was a later addition to the kitchen. The only other window is a one-over-one double-hung 
window located on the second story. The east facing portion of the "L" and the remainder of the home's 
south elevation are both part of a two-story porch. The porch is screened-in on both the first and second 

J +ry. Although the screened porch conceals the building's rear windours and doors, all remain intact behind 
~lle screen. 

The house's east facing elevation is fenestrated on the first stoy by a ribbon of two one-over-one double- 
hung windows and another single one-over-one window Iocated near the northeast corner ofthe building. 
There are also two windows on the east elevation's second stoy. The first is a one-over+ne double-hung 
window located directly above the ribbon of windows. The second window is also one-over-one and located 
near the home's northeast comer. 

Several wonderful original features remain inside the home. A visitor enters the home from the front porch 
into an entrance hall. To the right a beautiful staircase with a carved banister and two landings leads up to the 
second floor. The downstairs also features original pocket doors. A carved and tiled mantel in the living 
room remains in its original condition. Original pine flooring remains in the front part of the house. 

Some interior alterations have occurred. The kitchen and downstairs bathroom have been remodeled. An 
additional batham was added upstairs where a chimney and closet had been. Back-to-back mantle pieces 
are stiII in place in the living room and silting room, but the fieplaces have been enclosed. The house was 
built with gas light fixtures, but was wired for electricity sometime during the teens. Several gas jets are still 
functioning at floor level to permit the use of gas stoves in case of power outage. 
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SUMMARY 
The Nannie Gresham Biscoe House at 227 Cherry Street in Arkadelphia, Arkansas is being nominated to the 
National Register of Historic PIaces under Criterion C with Iacal significance as a well-presemed excellent 
example of Queen Anne style architecture. The house is located in an old, nicely maintained residential 
neighborhood bordering Ouachita Baptist University. The house was built to serve as both a family home and 
boarding house, It has remained in the same family since it was built having been passed dowm for four 
generations from mother to daughter. 

ELABORATION 
Nancy Caroline "Namie" Gresham Biscoe, a widow, purchased the Iand at 227 Cherry Street iu Arkadelphia, 
Arkansas, from S. B. and Mattie Earle for $450 on February 23, 1 901. She then built a two-stoq home that 

, -vould also provide income as a boarding house. As her obituary notes, 'X number of the school boys 
mded with her." The original owners of the Adams home next door and the Jackson home just to the east 

6f the Adams home Iived with Mrs. Biscoe while their houses were under construction. Mr. Adams arranged 
to have the house tvired for electricity during that time. Significantly, the house has remained in the family 
for over a century, having passed from mother to daughter through four generations of teachers. It now 
belongs to Mrs. Biscoe's great-granddaughter, Dr. Caroline Woodell Cagle. 

Mrs. Biscoe was born in Walton County, Georgia, in 1547, the daughter of John L. and M q  Kelsey 
Gresham. She was married to John Basil Biscoe in 1871. After the death of her husband in 1883, she lefi 
Forest, Mississippi, bringing four children of her own - Don, Mattie, Hamilton and Gibbs - along with an 
adopted nephew, Bat Biscoe, to join her brother in Arkadelphia. Soon after Ouachita College opened its 
doors in 1 886, "Mother Biscoe" began teaching in the College Preparatory Department. For a time she lived 
in the young ladies' dormitory on the campus. A11 five of the children graduated from Ouachita. Three of 
the boys became doctors and Mattie became a teacher. 

According to her obituary in I93 I ,  "Mrs. Biscoe, one of the most beloved cl~aracters ever associated with 
IocaI educational institutions, became an instructor at Ouachita College when it was a young school. She 
was dean of women there also, serving altogether 1 1 years as a member of the college faculty. Later she 
became a member of the faculty of Arkadelphia High where she was admired for her ability and 
thoroughness and greatly beloved for her character and fine disposidion which continued to endear her to the 
people of Arkadelphia after she retired as a teacher." Her cmer  as an educator spanned fifty years. In 
addition to her teaching responsibilities, Mrs. Bisooe served in 1 897-98 as the first president of the newly 

ganized Urornen's Library Association. This p u p  of women arranged for the construction of a county 
- designed by the noted architect Charles Thompson of Little Rock and completed in 1903. The 
building is listed in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Mrs. Biscoe's daughter Mattie \as born in 1874. In 190 1, she married Jeremiah Clarke, a lawyer practicing 
in Ennis, Texas. After the death of her husband in I9 1 9, Mattie returned to the family home with her two 
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daughters. Caroline and Martha. Mattie taught English at Arkadelphia High School for twenty-five years and 
remained in the home until her death in 1945. 

Both of the girls graduated from Ouachita and b e m e  teachers. Caroline moved to Chicago and married 
Jess Becker. They returned to Arkadelphia when they retirsd. Martha taught fifth grade in Foreman, 
Arkansas, during the Depression, and then married Russell Woodell, a pharmacist, in E 936. The couple 
immediately moved into the "the big white house on Cherp Street." He later established IVmdeII Drug 
Store on Main Street. They had two daughters. Martha Caroline graduated From Ouachita in 1961 and 
taught for a year af Stamps, Arkansas. She then married Thornas Gordon Cagle, a Navy Ensign, and moved 
to Washington, D.C. Her sister Nancy Clarke, whose educational pmuits took her to Texas, met her 
husband Leonard M m t t e  at Southern Methodist University. 

ii~ 1986, Caroline Cagle moved back home h r n  Arlington, Virginia, to teach Computer Science at Ouachita 
Baptist University. Her son Clarke Cagle entered Ouachita the m e  year. He !ived in the family home with 
his mother and his grandparents until he became a fourth-generation Ouachita graduate in 1989. Todax 
when Clarke and his sister Carrie Morrison visit ArkadeIphia, or Nancy Clarke Marotte comes to town with 
her daughter Melanie Gunter and her son Jeffrey Marotte, all sf their children - Michelle Cagle, Marina and 
Carolan Morrison, Anna and J e w  Gunter, and the twins Ethan and Olivia Marotte - represent the sixth 
generation to gather together for holiday celebrations in the Nannie Gresham Biscoe home on Cherry Street. 

Statement of Significance 
The Nannie Gresham Riscoe House at 227 Cherry Street in Arkadelphia, Arkansas, is being nominated to the 
National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C with local significance as an excellent example of 
Queen Anne architecture. Although several historic homes are located on the same street, the well 
maintained and near unaltered condition of the Biscoe House makes it the best example of a Queen Anne 
style house on Cherry Street. 
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VerbaI Boundary Description: 
From the original Warranty Deed granted by S .  B. EarIe and Mattie M e  to Nannie G. Biscoe by a deed 
recorded in Book 37, Page 503, dated February 23, 1901, and corrected on April 5,  1922 in Smk 105, Page 
308, in the Deed Records of Clark County, Arkansas: 

Beginning at a point One Hundred (1 00) feet East of the Northwest Corner of Block Ten (10) in Duncan's 
Addition and m i n g  thence East One Hundred feet across Block "H", Sixteenth Section Addition, thence 
Two Hundred and Fifty (250) feet South to a point an Block "F", Sixteenth Section Addition, thence One 
Hundred feet East to a point in Block Ten first mentioned herein, thence Two Hundred and Fifty (250) feet 
North to a point of beginning, in the Ciw of Arkadelphia and State of Arkansas. 

om the M U M  Quit-Claim Deed between Wilson C. and Beatrice L. Wansard (nextdoor neighbors) and 
- 

Mattha Clarke Woodell, recorded in Book 323, Page 94, dated June 27,1974: 

A part of BIock 10 of Benjamin S .  Duncan's Addition to Arkadelpha, A r k m  described rts beginning at a 
point 100 feet East and 250 feet South of the Northurest corner of said Block 10. (which point is 280 feet 
South of the center of the pavement of Cherry Street and is the Southwest corner of the lands conveyed by S. 
B. I k I e  and wife to Nannie G. Biscoe by Warranty Deed, Book 37, page 503 and Book 105, page 308) from 
said point of beginning run thence South 40 feet to a point which is an extension of the South line of Block F 
o f  Sixteenth Section Addition; thence m East following the old fence Iine (as now shown be the fence 
embedded in various trees 50 feet to the Southwest corner of Block f of Sixteenth Section Addition; thence 
North along the line dividing Duncan's Addition and Sixteenth Section addition forty feet; thence West fifty 
(50) feet to the point of beginning. 

Boundan. Justification: 
The boundary encompasses all property historically associated with the Nannie Gresham Biscoe House. 











pjae-~c G r * ~ L r * \  13 ( 5  L >c lJCGc 

,brLrt:,~.h, LL,L ,44 
STATE O F  ARKANSAS L v t h  IS/ 47~,5f/? 7755tP 

GEOLOGICAL AND CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
d 

LITTLE ROCK 


