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clapboard.

shutters.

only.
architraves, with the facade windows and doors having
entablature style lintels perforated with pointed

gothic arch cutouts and small brackets.

modified Doric style.

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Barkman House is a transitional Greek-Gothic
Revival style frame house, having a hip roof with a
chimney at either end, a two storey gallery across
the main facade, and two one-storey wings at the rear.
The foundation and five interior chimneys are of
stuccoed brick.

The exterior of the house is covered with six inch
Each corner of the main house as well as
the two rear wings have unusually large pilasters of
The original windows are six
light double hung sash with adjustable louver outside
The windows on either side of the lower
floor front entrance and the second floor gallery
door have semi-circular heads.
have double doors with side lights and transomsg.

The rear door, opening onto what was originally an
open porch between the two rear wings, has side lights

The facade entrances

All exterior doors and windows have moulded

and the rear wings.

topped openings.
nect the three bays.

one room on either side.
first floor to the one-storey rear wings.
stair opens to the rear of the house and is a single

The roof has an unusually wide overhang with a nicely
proportioned entablature encircling the main house
An unusual feature is a scroll
cut, dropped, decorative band under the soffit. The
roof is now covered with asphalt shingles.

The front gallery is divided into three rather wide
bays having a bracketed entablature at the second

floor level complete with overhanging cornice. Ver-
tical support is achieved with a combination of coupled
posts and pilasters on pedestals, with lattice work
between the coupled posts and pilasters and a jigsaw-
cut lattice and arrow shaped design on the balustrade
railing between pedestals.
pierced with jigsaw designs set in semi-circular

Small jigsaw-cut flat arches con-
The design of this front gallery
is a curious but pleasing combination of Greek and
Gothic motifs that give the appearance of Victorian
design.

The pedestals are also

The house has a center hall upstairs and down with
The hall continues on the

The main
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7. Description (Continued - Page 2)

run from first to second floor. All interior doors and
windows have wide architraves in a modified Greek style.
Extra mouldings give the woodwork a slightly Gothic
appearance.

Painted white with green shutters, the Barkman House 1s
very unusual in its proportions and detailing. The com-
bination of Greek and Gothic Revival design has been
interpreted in such a fashion as to make the house highly
unusual if not unique in the State of Arkansas. With the
exception of the screening of the front gallery, the
closed-in rear gallery, two or three changed doors and
windows, and the asphalt shingle roof, the house is
structurally the same as when it was built shortly before
the Civil war.

GPO 921-724
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STAYEMENT OF SiGHIMICANCE

James E. M. Barkman,

plus two rear wings.

The -Barkman House, completed about 1860, was built for
the son of Jacob Barkman who had
settled in Arkadelphia about 1811.

The house is architecturally significant because of

its unusual combination of Greek and Gothic Revival
styles. It is a transitional design between antebellum
and Victorian architecture in Arkansas.

Gothic Revival architecture in Arkansas is very rare,
particularly in anything resembkling its pure form. Some
early Victorian houses in Arkansas, built soon after the
Civil War and into the 1870's,have certain features that
are classified as Victorian-Gothic style. The Barkman
House, however, was built about 1860. Because it has
both Greek and Gothic inspired detailing, it is qguite
unusual in the State.

The floor plan of the Barkman House is typically ante-
bellum., It has a center hall with rooms on either side,
The exterior design is basically
antebellum. Greek Revival in style, including some of
the detailing such as corner pilasters; but, it is with
regard to the detailing that the house is typically
Greek Revival, yet with an added decorative touch to
the soffit that seems to be Gothic inspired. The front
gallery is not a true Greek Revival portico in appear-
ance, but rather it is an interesting and highly unusual
combination of some Greek but mostly Gothic detailing,
combined in such a manner that it appears to be of
Victorian design rather than antebellum design.

The Barkman House, which is in very good condition
structurally, has been quite well maintained both
inside and out. The design as well as the craftsman-
ship represented in the combination of Greek and Gothic
motifs make the Barkman House truly exceptional and
outstanding. The house is imposing, but also graceful.
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8. Significance (Continued - Page 1}

the house.

The trees and shrubbery on the grounds are somewhat over-
grown and tend to shield the full appearance of the house;
however, this could be easily altered and the spacious
grounds would -then completely enhance the appearance of

GPO 521.724
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate thix property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures zet
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance ol this nomination is:

National [ State [} Local
P
e ///
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Wllllam E. Henderson

' Tite State Historic Preservation

QOfficer

pate March 8, 1974

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the
Naztional Register.

Directar, Oifice of Archeology and fistoric Prasarvation

Cate
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Keeper of The Naticnal Register

Date
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