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historic name Harden Family Cemetery 

orher m e d s i t e  number Site KHO 178. Site #3CH 176 

street & number Hadin Road not for publicafion 

city or town Jennie vicinity 

state Arkansas code AR county Chicot code 017 zip code 71653 

-- .- 

3. StatedFederal Agency Certification 

As the duignatod au1horit)r under the Mstional Hisloric Preservation Act, as amended. t hereby certify [bat t h ~ s  nomination a 
request for dcremination oleligibility meets the documcnrntion standards Tor registerins proptnies in the National Register o l  Historic 
ntaces and meers thc pmcedunl and professiond requirement$ set for in 36 CFR Parl. 60. In my opinio* the pmpcrrl, @ meets 

.1 lcant m nor meet ,the Nazronal Register critcrta. I recommend that ibis p p z r t y  be considered sigt ' f  

Signature of cx:11y11'9 otlici~lrl IIIC' 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
Smte or Fcdcrd agellc!, and bureau 

- 
In my opinion, r k  property meets 0 dorr not met! !lie h'arional Register cniaia. (a Sce Continualon shcrt lbr additional 
cornmeon.) 

S~gnature of cerlifying offki3LTitlc Detc 

State or Federal agency md burrsu 

4. h'ational Park Service Cerlification 

1 hctrhv crnih lhat tlic vmnrnv is: Srgna~urc of the K4eper Dntc of A c ~ i w  
. - 7  

cnte& in Ilrc Naltonal Ilcgisle. 
Scc co~iti~iuntion slicrr 

[7 detcmiincd digib!c for I l ~ e  
Nnr~onal Rmis!er . . a See contilanation s!lzet 

dercrmi ned not ctig ib!e for the 
N a r i m l  Rcgisicr. 

r r r n o d  from tlw National 
Register. 

0 othcr, (explain:) 
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5, Classification 

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number oTResources within Property 
(Check x many bord apply) t C h c l  only one box) (DO not includc previotsTy listed resources i n  count.) 

grit.ate 
public-local . 
public-State 

public-Federal 

bufIding(s) 
district 
site 

rJ structure 

object 

Name of related muItiple property listing 
(Enter"N:A" ilpropcny is nut pan of A multiple propcny Itsllng.) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

buildings 

1 sites 

strucrures 

obj ecu 

I Total 

Number of Contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

Historic and hrchitecrural Resources Associated with the 
E th ic  and Racial Minority Settlement of the Arkansas Delta 

- . . - 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(Enter categoria f'mm instructions) 

Current Functions 
(Enter catcgorics t'mm insuucrions) 

- . - -- 

7 .  Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter catcgorlcs from imfmctiom) 

Materials 
(Enter categarirc from instmctions) 

NIA foundation NIA 

walls N!A 

roof NIA 

other STONE 

Narrat ive Description 
f k r i b c  the historic and current condirion of the propmy on one or mwe continuation sheers.) 
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8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria Levels olSignificance (!ocal, stale, n~tionat) 
' i rk  'a" in unz ot mom bows for the critrria qual~fying the propmy LOCAL 

dational Rexista listing.) 

A Property is associated wirh events that have made 
a sipnifjcant contribution to the broad panerns of Areas of Significance (Enta categories from instructionst 

our history. EXPLORATIONt'SET TLEMENT 
ETHHKIC HERITAGE'Elack 

B Property $ asociatcd with the lives of persons 
sigificant in  out past. 

C Property lembodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of constnrction or 
represents the nrork of a master, or possesses 
high anistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance 
individual distinction. 1892-1 947 

I) Property hm yielded, or is likeiy to ?;ield, 
information irnpomnt in prehistory or hisror)r. 

Criteria Considemtions 
(Mark "I(" in all the b o x s  h a t  apply 1 

Pmperly is: 
1 A awned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 
Significant Person (Complex iFCriterim B is ~narktd) 

B remalted from its original location 

C. birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding 
importance. Cultural AMlia tion (Complete if Criterion D i s  marlid) 

I) a cemetery. 

E a reconstnrcted building, object, or structure. 

a F a commemorative prapeny 
ArchitectlBoilder 

C less than 50 years of a g  or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the sip~l~licmce orllle property arb one ac more continuation she%.) 

9. Major Uibliopmphical References 

Bibliograpliy 
( 6 i l c  tllc boob. aniclcs. and other souras used in preparing this fom~ on one or Inore cn~ainunlion shccls.) 

Previous docu~ncn tntion on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 
prel irninary detemlination of individual listing (36 State Historic Preservation Ofice 
CFR 67) has been requested Q Orher State A~eney  

previously listed in the National Register Federal Agency 
Previously determined eligible by the National & Locd Government 
Register Univezity 

~es'f~nated a National Historic Landmark Other 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Kame of repository: 

k: 
recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record S 
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10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of  Property Approximatel); one acre. 

UTM References 
(Place addit~unal UTM references on a continuation sheer.) 

I 15 660454 3682736 - 
Zone E X ~ I I I ~  Northing 

3 
Zom Emting Nonbing 

- - 

See conr:fluation kwr 

Verbal Boundary Description 
{kcr lbc  the bunduies o f  tlu properly on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(E~ptatn why thc boundm~es wcrc selected nn a continuation sheet) 

1 2. Form Prepared By 

narne'title Ralph S .  Wilcox, National Re9ister & Survey Caordinator 

orsanization Arkansas Historic Preservation Program date February 12,2004 

street & number 1500 Tower Building. >23 Center Street telephone I50 1 )  324-378? 

city or town Little Rock state AR zip code 7220 1 

Additional Documentation 
Subrnlt nlic lbllowlng items H I!P k e  mm$sed lorm 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A WSGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location 

A Sketch milp for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photogmphs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPQor FMI Tor my additional ilems ) 

Property Owner 
(Cornplctc t h ~ s  I tern at the rrqilesl QFSHPO or FW.1 

name 

street & number telephone 
city or town stare zip code 

Ptvrwork Reduction Act Sfatcn~fnl: T h i s  infomntion is being collected tbr opplicatiorn ta tlw Warion~I Rcgirrn of His~oric Plrrcrs to non~inatc properties for 
list ~ n g  or & m i n e  eligibiliry for Irsring, to lisr pmpcnics, and to a~ncnd cxisting listing. Rwpme lo  Zhis request is  rcqu~red to obtain a bent tit in accordance 
Wrth the Ynional Historic Psese~arion Act, ils amended {I 6 LI S.C. 470 ef seq.) 

Estimated Rurdm Statcrncnr: Public reporting burden for this form is esfirnated l o  a v q e  18.1 houn  per mponst including time far rcvinvi~lg inslructions, . gahcr~ngmd rnalntaining dala and completing and reviclving Ihe form. Direct wmmcnls regarding tltisburden estimate or any apcci orthis lorn1 to thc Cllie 
Administnlive Services Division, National Park Service, P. 0. Box 37 127, Wasllrneloh DC ?WE3-7!27. and the Omfc of Mnaagerne~it and Budget Papenvol. 
Rtdtlcr ions Projec!~ (I 024-00 1 B), Washington. DC 203 03 
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SUMMARY 
The Harden Family Cemetery, which contains 1 4 marked ?raves, is located on Hardin Road approximately 
one mile north of Jennie, Arkansas, in Chicot County. The small rural cemetery is in the middle of a horse 
pasture, and is not visible from the road. In addition, it is not labeled on the USGS topographic map for the 
area. 

ELABORATION 
The Harden Family Cemetery is located in rural Chicot County, approximately one mile north of Jennie. The 
cemetery is located in a horse pasture at the edge of a wooded area, and is not visible from Hardin Road. In 
addition to the 1 4 marked graves, a number sf unmarked graves are also present. 

The Harden Family Cemetery has gravestones ranging from tablets to small obelisks. The stones are canled 
with various styles of script. and a few stones have pictures, inctuding Bibles, In addition, three of the stones 

ve the insignia of the Royd Circle of Friends. 

Until recentIy the cen~etery was ovetgroun, but members of the family cleared away the shrubbey and 
vegetation in August 2003. 

This is a breakdown of burials by decade of the 14 marked graves: 

1890s - 1 
1910s-2 
1 920s - 2 
1350s- 3 
1960s - 2 
Unknown - 3 (Although three stones have unknown burial dates, the style of the stones and their 
weathering indicates that they are historic burials.) 
Person is still living - 1 
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SUMMARY 
The Harden Family Cemetery is k i n g  nominated to the National Register of Historic Places with local 
significance under Criterion A for its association with early settlement in the Jennie vicinity of Chicot. 
County, Members of the Harden Family tirere prominent early African-American settlers in the Jennie area, 
and involved in many aspects of Jennie community life, and the cemetery represents the most significant 
remaining site associated with the Harden family. As a result, it is also being nominated under Criterion B 
along with Criteria Consideration C: birthplaces or graves. The cemetery is also being nominated under 
Criteria Consideration D: cemeteries and under the multiple property listing "Historic and ArchirecturaI 
Resources Associated with the Eth ic  and Racial Minority SettIement of the Arkansas Delta." 

ELABORATION 
Much of the history of the Jennie area is unknown, although it was apparently originally known as 
Downsville. Although a railroad line paralIets Arkansas Highway I 59 through the settlement, it was not t 
until after 1895. Likely the development of Jennie (or DownsvilIe) occurred just after the arrival of the 
railroad line. 

The Harden Family included some of the early settlers in the Jennie area, and they played prominent roles in 
the life of the community. John Harden, Sr,, was the family patriarch. Although little is known about his 
life, it is known that he was a slave. He was freed after the Emancipation Proclamation and lived out the 
remainder of his Iife in tlte Jennie area before he died en  April 14, 1892. 

J o h  Harden, and his wife Mary Thomas Harden, had three sons, Sam P. Harden, John Silas Harden, and 
Henry Harden. They were the founders of the community and were known as the preacher, politician, and 
teacher. Sam P. Harden was the pastor of Pleasant Hope Baptist Church, which was located just north of 
Jennie and about one-half mile west of the cemetery. He tvas pastor in April L 927 when William H. Harden, 
his nephew, joined the church. John SiIas Harden was the teacher and taught reading, writing, and arithmetic 
in the one-room schoolhouse in Jennie. Henrq- Harden, who upas known as the politician, died March 8, 
1 927. (According to members of the family, Henry never held any elective office, but wrs knoun as the 
pol i ticjan because of his civic-minded nature.) 

In addition to the three sons John and Mary Thomas Harden also lalad a daughter, Moriah. She married 
General James wl~o was born in 1897, and is also buried in the cemetery. He died on October 10, 1 91 8, 
while at Camp Funston, Kansas, where he was stationed in  preparation for deportation to Europe for service 
in tVorld War I .  

v v 

Henry Harden, and his wife Mary, had two sons, William H. and John A Harden. IVilliam H. Harden was 
born August 29, 1889, on the Henry Harden place in the DownsviIle Settlement (now Jennie). William 
entered Philander Smith College in Little Rock En t 905, and completed his coursework in English in 1908. 
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He returned to Jennie the following year. In 193 0 he was appointed a census enumerator by the Honorable 
Robert ZeboId of Pine Bluff, who was the superintendent of the census. He died May 25, 1947. 

John A. Harden served as the first black postmaster of Jentli e, Arkansas. (Although it  is not k n o w  when he 
took the position of postmaster. the post office in Jennie was established in 1905.1 In 191 0 he was the owner 
of the general merchandise store and post office, and he died on August 1 6 ,  I 9 1 7. 

John A. and John Silas Harden were also members of the Royal Circle of Friends, The Royal Circle of  
Friends, ~ul~ich was a benevolent society, was organized in Helena, Arkarmsas, in I909 by Dr. R. A. Williams. 
By 19 18 the circle had 25,000 members in f ive states. .According to church members it cost $5  to join and 
the dues were $ 1  every two months. As a benevolent socjety the circle paid hospital bi 11s and burial 
expenses. 

. ~lthaugh Jennie has aIways remained a small settlement, the Harden famiEy has been an important family in 
the community's history. From teachers to preachers a~d postmasters, the Warden family has been involved 
in many aspects of Jennie's community life. The Harden Family Cemetery remains today as the final resting 
place of many of the Harden family's most prominent members. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICAVCE 
The Harden Family Cemetery is being nominated ts the National Register of Historic Places with local 
significance under Criterion A for its association with early settlement in the Jennie vicinity of Chicot, 
County. Members of the Harden Family were prominent early African-American settlers in the Jennie area, 
and involved in maray aspects of  Jennie community life, and the cemetery represents the most significanr 
remaining site associated with the Harden family. As a result, it is also being nominated under Criterion B 
along with Criteria Consideration C: birthplaces or graves. The cemetery is d s o  being nominated under 
Criteria Consideration I): cemeteries and under the multiple property listing "Historic nnd Architectural 
Resources Associated with the Ethnic and Racial Minority SettIerncnt of the Arkansas Delta." 
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VERBAL BOmDARY DESCRIPTZOS 
The [larden Family Cemetery is located in the northwest part ofthe NW 5 ,  NE 54 of Section 5 5 .  Township 
16 South, h n g e  2 West. 

BOUNDARY JTZSTIEIC.4TION 
The boundary contains all of the land historically associated with the Harden Family Cemetery. 







ROAD CLASSlnCATlON 3% 
c"P 

Primary highway, Light-duty road, hard or "6/,% -,"5 
hard sudace improved surface 

Secondary highway, 
hard surface --- Unimproved road =,,,,,=,= 

.;""> C Interstate Route :-; U. S. Raule C State Route 
C. ' 
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