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hstoric name McGehee, Dr. E. P., Infrmry 
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2. Location 

street&number 614SouthCokleyStreet not for publication 

city or t o ~ n  Lake Village vicinity 

state Arkansas code AR county Chicof code 017 zipcode 71653 
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5. Classification 

Ownership of Property Category of Property Yamber of Reseurces within Property 
-- [Check as m3ny h x s  as appl!) (Cbcck only one boxj no: ~nclude p:e\.iomly listcd resources ?n count ) 

private 

[XI public-local 
public-State 

public-Federal 

a buiIding(s) 
district 

IJ size 

structure 

[7 object 

Kame of related multiple property listing 
(Enter 'WA"  i f  p r o p e q  is nor pan of s multiple property listing.) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

I buildings 
siteq 

structures 

objects 

1 Total 

Kurnber of Contributing resources previously Eisted 
in the Kational Register 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functians 
(E~IGT CategOneS from insuucrions) 

Current Functions 
(Enter calegones from ~nsmctions) 

DOMESTlUsingle dwelIlng RECREATION AAND CULTURE' t museum 

HEALTH Cm/hospitaE 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
@wr categoria from inshuctlons) 

OlTEWPlain Traditional 

,Materials 
(Enter categories fmm instmctions) 

foundation COKCRETE 

LATE 1 gM AND EARLY 2om CENTCXY REVIVALS: 

Colonial Revival 

LATE 19PH AND EARLY 2oTH CENTURY AMERICAN 

hlOY E!vlEhTS/Craftsm 

walls ASBESTOS 

BRICK 

roof ASPHALT 
other 

Narrative Description 
(Descnbc the hstonc and cumnt condition of the p r o m  on one or more wntinuahon sheets.) 
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8. Statement ot h~enificance 

f 
ipplicabte National Rqister Criteria Levels of Significance (local, state. nat~mal) 
(.Mark 'k" In one or more boxes for rhe cntena quallfjing the Local 

A Propert), is assmiated with events tbat have made 
a stpiticant contribution to the broad panems of Ateas of Significance (Enter catcgones from mstnctions) 

our hstory. Health'Medicine 

B Prop- is associated with the lives of persons 
sigmficant in our past. 

C P r o m  embodies rhe distinctive characteristics 
of a Q-pe, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represene a significant and 
distinguishable e n ~ t y  whose contponents lack Period of Significance 
indiwdual distincnon. 1910-1955 

[7 D Property has yielded, ar is likely to yield, 
informa tion important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark 'k" in all the bxes that apply.) 

Property is: 
A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

B. removed from its original location. 

Significant Dates 
1910-1955 

Siffnificant Person {Complete if Criterion B is marked) 
Dr. Edward Felham McGehee 

C, bimlace or grave of a hstoricd figure of outstanding 
importance. Cultural Affiliation (Comptete if Cntmon D is markd) 

D a cemeter).. 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a comemorative properly 
ArchitecUBuilder 

G less than 50 ?.ears of age or achieved significance 
w i t h  the past 50 years. 

Yarrative Statement or Significance 
(ExpIam thc significance of the pmpcrty on one or more continuation s k e w  1 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography 
(Cite the boob, articles, and other sources used in preparing Lhis form on one or more conhnoation shetls ) 

Previous documentation on fire (NPS): 
preliminary determination o f  individual listing (36 
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hIE previously listed in the Nationd Register 
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Register n designated a National Historic Landmark 
Q recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

ff 
recorded by Historic American Engineering 
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Primary location of additional data: 
State Historic Preservahon Office 
Other State Agency 
Federal Agency 
Local G o v e m t  

13 Universtty 
Other 

Name of repository: 
Museum of Chicat  count^. Arkansas 
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10. Geographical Data 

-. Acreage or Property Less tbsn one. 

LTM References 
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E 15 65965 1 3688835 
Zonc h t l o p  Nonhtng 

3 
Zone Easting Northing 

See continuation sheet 

Verba! Boundary Description 
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slreet & number 1500 Tower Building, 323 Center Street telephone (50 1) 324-9787 

city or town Lstle Rock state AR zip cude 72201 

Additional Documentation 
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Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the propem. 

Additional items 
(Check wth t ? ~  SHPO or FPO for any additional items.) 

Property Owner 
r Cornp:etc lth~s IV-TI: a: h e  rcquesl of  SHPO or FF0.j 

name Chicot Countv 

street 8t number 108 Main Sheet teIep hone 

city or town Lake Village state AR zip code 7 1653 
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SUMMARY 
Located in a wooden frame house at 614 South Cokley Street in Lake ViIlage, Ithe Dr. E. P. McGehee 
Infirmary opened in 1910. As Dr. McGehee's practice gew, he added three new wings across the front 
fqade, built another building on the sear of the first building to serve as an A£rican-American medical ward, 
and moved at least one other house onto the lot for use as nwses" apartments and ofices. This 
conglomeration of buildings was connected around a small courtyard. Sometime after the 1927 flood, all of 
the buiIdings except the original house were sheathed in buffbrick. The original house was also sheathed in 
asbestos siding prior to 1947. Dr. McGehee also added several flat-roofed additions to the rear of the 
infirmary and installed two skyIights. 

ELA%ORA'IION 
The property located at 614 South Cokley Street in Lake Village is an eclectic conglomeration of buildings in 
various architectural styles connected for the purpose of serving as the Dr. E. P. McGehee Infirmay. The 
styles of architecture represented include PIain Traditional, Colonial Revival and Craftsman. The infirmary 
was opened in 2 91 0 in a Victorian-era house originally located on the site. The other buildings were built on 
the site or moved to the site at various times ftam as early as the 1920s until the 1940s. The fenestration is 
composed of a variety of styles of double-hung and stationary wood- framed windows. The buildings rest on 
continuous foundations except the original house, and the entire roof is coveted with composition shingles, 

J?ront/EasE Faqade 
The front, or eastern elevation, is made up of three buff-brick hospital wings built on the site in the Colonial 
Revival style. The roofs of thf s portion of the building are gable-on-hip with a projecting gable in the center. 
The symmetrical fa~ade is punctuated by the ox-eye window found in each of the three stuccoed gable ends 
of the southeast entry porch, the projecting gable end, and the northeastern entry porch. Beneath both gabled 
porches are a set of doubIe leaf glass doors framed in metal and capped by a six-light transom. The 
fenestration of this elevation is one-over-one, double-hung, wood windows. 

SidelSonth Faqade 
The southern elevation is composed of the rest of the front wing, the originaI infinnary building, and the 
southern side of the African-American medical ward connected to the original infirmary by a hyphen. The 
original w o o d - h e  infinnary building is capped by a hipped roof, while the buff-brick African-American 
medical ward is topped by a gable-on-hip roof similar to the front elevation. Fenestration on this elevation is 
composed of one-ovec-one windows for the front wing, two-over-two windows on the original building, and 

,. paired two-ova-two windows on the southwestern building and its h-phen. 

RearWest Faqade 
The rear, or western elevation, is composed of the African-American medical ward to the south, a flat-mfed 
addition to the original frame building (used as the surgery room), a flat-roofed addition to the north (used as 
the emergency room) and a series of concrete ramps covered with metal awnings connects the emergency 
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room to the surgery. Most of the windows on the rear elevation are covered with plywood. The African- 
American medical ward contains three entryways: two on either end of its western eIevation and another on 
its northern elevation. The surgery room is sheafhed in asbestos siding and is fenestrated by three oversized 
stationary windows; a western elevation window is in-filled with glass blocks. 

Side/North Faqade 
The northern elevation is made of the flat-roofed emergency room, a two-story Craftsman-styled house, and 
another small flat-roofed addition to the front wing faqade. The Craftsman-styled portion of the infmnar;v 
was moved to its present location sometime between the 1920s and 1940s. The fenestrazion of this two-story 
building is single Craftsman-styled nine-over-one windows, some of which are hidden from view by metal 
awnings. The single-story, flat-roofed addition is fenestrated by wide stationary windows. 

i 

Integrity 
Although the building has had several additions to it, and other portions moved to the site, it a11 occurred 
prior to Dr. McGehee's death in 1950, and helps to illustrate the growth and evolution of the infirmary over 
time. Besides the modernization of the kitchen facilities and the removal of most of the interior equipment 
and furniture the interior remains intact. Interestingly, the original front e n m a y  with sidelights and 
transoms remains behind the present h n t  fa~ade. In addition, Lake Village has remained a small town, and 
the setting around the infirmary reflects the setting that would have been found during its period of 
significance. 
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S m m Y  
The Dr. E. P. McGehee Infirmary located at 614 Cokley Street in Lake Village is an eclectic conglomeration 
of buildings in various architectural styles joined and modified to form a larger building. The McGehee 
lnfimary is being nominated to the National Register of Historic PIaces under Criteria A and 13 with local 
significance, The infirmary is significant for its associations with the life of Dr. E. P. McGehee, as well as a 
sipificant reminder of early medical practices in the early part of the twentieth century. 

ELABORATION 
Historically, Chicot County"s primary comercia1 activity was agriculture, both before and after the Civil 
War. Like all of the counties bordering the Mississippi, Chicot Counp boasted of some of the fmest arable 
land in the entire nation, due to its abundance of alluvial flood plain (accounting for over four-fifths of the 
total land m a  within its borders). The richness of the soil, combined with the high temperatures that prevaiI 
in this part of the state, provided some of the best cotton-growing land in the entire nation as of f 890, making 
Chicot County the most productive cotton-growing county per acre in the entire nation with the sole 
exception of East Carroll Parish in Louisiana, in spite of the fact that the farmers did little to replenish the 
soil's nutrients and that each cotton crop extracts a relatively high percentage of those nutrients during its 
growing cycle. 

M e  Village was actually the third county seat in Chicot County, established as such in 1 857 (incorporated 
in 1860) after the first county seat at Columbia was washed away by the Mississippi f iver and the second, 
temporary county seat at Masona, at the head of Bayou Macon, was relocated to this site. Although the 
railroad did not arrive until after 1890, the central location of the community within the county and its 
accessibility via the Mississippi River and Lake Chicot elevated it in importance as a local governmentaI, 
commercial, and transportation hub. 

Edward Pelham McGehee was born in Leighton, Alabama, January 21,1869, to Thomas and Mary 
McGehee. E. TI. McGehee began his college career by attending the Southern University of Greensboro, 
Alabama, for one year. He then decided to enter the medical profession and became a student at Vanderbilt 
University in 1 892. McGehee finished his medical studies at the University of Mobile, Alabama, in 1 894 
and his first practice was in Leighton, Alabama. 

In 1899, Dr. McGehee left Alabama and after he almost drowned when a steamboat sank in the Mississippi 

/ 
River, he made his way to Lake Village and set up a medical practice in a rented office in the Tushek 

- Building (NR listed 8/5/93), Dr. McGehee soon became the local surgeon for the Missouri Pacific Railroad 
In 1904 he married Sue Gordon McMumy, daughter of Captain James IMcMumy who served in the 
Quarkmaster Corps. of the Confederate Amy and Minnie Martin Craig McMurray, herself a daughter of 
Silas Craig. In 19 10, he purchased a Victorian-era house on South Cokley Street and opened the Dr. E. P. 
McGehee Infirmary. The town of M e  Village had a population of 1,047 people at the time. 
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Dr. McGehee and his wife lived in the infirmay until they built their own house across the street. Dr. and 
Mrs. McGehee had one son and two daughters. The son became a physician md the daughters both married 
physicians. The McGehee girls assisted in the infirmary by folding bandages and, oral hsrosy states, they 
even used their father's old sterilizer to can tomatoes. 

Over a period of several years, the infirmay was expanded by moving houses next to the original Victorian 
house. These buildings w a e  positioned around a ma11 courtyard and altered for hospital use through the 
installation of skylights, and the rearranging of rooms for offices and patient bedrooms. One residence 
moved to the lot was a two-story CsaRsrnan-styled house. 

Dr. McGehee used the second story as apartments for his nurses. After the 1927 flood, Dr. McGehee had 
I most of the buildings covered in the same color of buff brick. Although the famiIy home was only across the 

street, Dr. E. P. McGehee also kept an apartment in the infmary so he could rest between surgeries. His 
apartment, with m o i r e  and liquor cabinet, are still intact. 

The infirmary became one of the leading medical institutions in the state because of his hard work. Dr. 
McGehee made surgesy his specialty and reportedly in the first sixteen years pefiomed 3,600 major 
operations. The infinnary became known as the "'Mayo Clinic of the South" because he installed air- 
conditioning and kept abreast of new surgical techniques. The X-ray lab he had installed was one of the fist  
in the state of Arkansas. 

Dr. E. P. McGehee served as president ofthe Lake Village School Board for eight years, served as secretary- 
treasurer of the Arkansas Medical Society, kept memberships in many medical societies and was noted to 
have trained many aspiring young doetors in surgical techniques. 

Dr. McGehee died of cancet at the age of 81 in 1950. The Dr. McGehee Infirmary served as a hospital from 
191 0 until the new Lake Village HospitaI opened in 1967. The north end of the building continued to serve as 
a clinic until 1973. 

The infirmary is now used as the Museum of Chicot County, Arkansas, On display in the museum is 
assorted medical equipment used by Dr. McGehee, including scalpels, stethoscopes, an ether mask, a 
sterilizer and Imp, ultraviolet light generator, and examination and surgery tables. The museum also 
displays other materials related to historic events in Chicot County, including the Italian migration, high 
school memorabilia. and Civil War and WW I1 memorabilia. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The Dr. E. P. McGehee Infirmazy located at 614 Cokley Street in Lake Village is an eclectic conglomeration 
of buildings in various architectural styles joined and modified to fom a larger building. The McGehee 
Znfmary is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places under Criteria A and B with local 
signficance. The infirmary is significant for its associations with the life of Dr. E. P. McGehee, as we11 as a 
significant reminder of earIy medical practices in the early part of the twentieth century. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIWXON 
k t  4, Block 1 of the D. H. Reynolds Plat of the Town of Lake Village. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 
The boundary contains the land that is historically associated with the Dr. E. P. McGehee Infirmary. 












