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1. Yame of Property 

historic name Eudora City Hall 

other namedsite number Site #CW0036 

2. Location 

sweet & number 239 South Main Street not for publication 

city or t o m  Eudora vicinity 

state Arkamas code AR county Chicot code 017 zip code 71640 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the daignazed authority under the Katfonal Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 1 hereby certify that this nomination n 
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering pmpenies in the National Fkgsterof Historic 
Places and meets the procduml and profmsional requirements set for in 36 CFR Pan 60. In my opimon. the property [XF m a  Q 

I does not meet the National Register criteria. I mornmend that this property beconsidered s i g ~ f i  cant 
uation sheet for additional 

Arkansas Historic Preservation P r o g m  
State or Fedeml agency and bureau 

S i m r e  of certifying officidTitle Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby certify that the property is: 

entered in the Katlonal Register. 
C] See continuation sheet 

determined eligible for the 
National Re&er. 

S i w r e  of the Keeper Date of Action 

- 
See conhuation sheel 

[7 determind not el~gible for the 
National Register. 

removed from the National 
Register. 

I other, (explain:) 
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Name of Propm 

Chicot Countv, Arkansas 
County and State 

5. Classification 

: Iwnership of Psoperty Category of Property Kumber of Resources within Property 
",Check as mm.y boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previous2y lisred resources in count.) 

Q private 

public-local 

public-Srare 

public-Federal 

district 

site 

structure 

object 

Contributing Nonconuibuting 

1 buildings 
sites 

struerues 
obiects 

1 Total 

Name of related multiple property Iisting Ynmber of Contributing resources previously Iisted 
(Enter "NiA" if propmy is not pan of a multiple propem h i n g . )  in the Sational Register 

An Ambition to Be Preferred: New Deal R e c o v q  Efforts N!A 
and Architecme in Arkansas, 1933-1943 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories fmm inslrucrions) 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

G O V E k W I C i t y  Hall W V E ~ I C i t y  Hall 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification .Materials 
(Enter catcgonm from ~nsuucrionsj (Enter categories fiwrn instructions) 

MODERN MOVEVEhT,'Art Deco foundation CONCRETE 
waIls BRICK 

roof TARBrnT-UP 
other 

Yarratiwe Description 
(Describe the historic and c m t  condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets ) 



Eudora City Hall 
Name of Propexry 

Chicot Counp, Arkansas 
County and State 

8. Statement of Simificance 

IppIicable Xational Register Criteria Levels of SignXcance flocal, smte, national) 
4 (  Mark 'k" in one or more boxes for the cnieria quaI1fp-g the proptrty Local 

for National Register listing.) 

A Property is associated with events that have made 
a sipficant contribution to the broad patterns of Areas of Significance (Enter categories fmm instructions) 
our history. Architecture 

B Property i s  associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance 
individual distinction. 1936-1954 

D Property has ylelded, or is likely to yreld, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes thar apply.) 

Property is: 
A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

B. removed from its original location. 

Significant Dates 
1936-1956 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is m a )  

C] C, birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding 
importance. Cultural Affiliation (Complete if Criterion D is &dl 

D a cemaecy. 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a camemorative p r o m  
ArchitectlSuilder 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved sigdicance A. N. McAninch, Archttct 
w i t h  the past 50 years. T. A. Lusinger, Builder 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Fxplain the significance o f  the property on one or more cuntinuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography 
(Cite the bwks, articla, and other swrces used in preparing this form on one or mom continuauon sheds.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 [XI State Historic Presemtion Ofice 
CFR 67) has been requested Other State Agency 

previously h ted  in the National Register a Federal Agency 
Previously derermined eligible by the National h c a l  Government ' Register University 
designated a National Historic Landmark Other 
searded by Hrstoric American Buildings Survey Name of repository: 
8 
recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 
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County and State 

- -. . -- - 

10. G@oFra~hical Data 

kcreage of Propetq tess than one acre. 

CTM References 
(Plaee additional L M  r e f m e s  on a continuation sheet.) 

1 15 662 197 3664670 
Zone h t l n g  Yorthing 

3 
Zone hsting Northing 

4 

See conrinuation shed 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Dscnbe the bundanm of the p r o m  an a comimtion sheer) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundane w a e  selected an a oontimtion shea.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

name'title IEaloh S .  Wilcox. National Register & Survw Coordinator 

organization Arkmas Historic Preservation Program date May 22,2006 

street & number 1500 Tower Building, 323 Center Street telephone (50 I )  324-9880 

c i t y  or town Little Rock state PLR zip code 72201 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the fallowing Items wi:h the completed form: 

'Coniinuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location 

A Sketch map for historic dislticrs and properties hating large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional, items 
(Chmk with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.) 

Property Onmer 
(Complete thls ltem at the request of S W O  or FPO.) 

m e  City of Eudora 

srreet & number 239 South Main Street dephone 

city or town Eudora state AS? zipcode 71640 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is Mng wllectpd for appliea~ions to the National Register of Historic Plxs to nominate p-u for 
listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list pmprties, and lo amend existing listing. Rspw to this q u e s t  is qulrcd to obtain a h n c f i t  in accordance 
with the National Historic Pmcmrion Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.) 

' &timated Burden Statement: Public reprting burden for this form is cstimatcd to avaagt 18.1 hours pcr rmponsc including t h o  formicwing insrmclionq 
. - i a r M g  and maintaining data, and completing and revlewing the f o m  Dimt cammmts -ding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief. 

Administrative Smces Uirislon, Kat~onal Park Service, P. 0. Box 37 127, Washington, DC 20013-712?; and the Ofice of Managmnt and Budget, Papcrwmk 
Rdoducrlons Pm~ects (1024-001 8 j, U'ashington, DC 20303. 
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SCMMARY 
The Eudora City Ha31 is located at 239 South Main Street in Eudora, Chicot County, Arkansas, in the far 
southeastern corner of the state. The  two-stow building with at least a partial basement rests on a continuous 
cast-concrete foundation. The building has brick walls (yellow brick on the eont and red brick on the sides 
and rear) and six-over-six, doublehung wood \vindows. The building is topped by a flat roof with a parapet. 

ELABORATlON 
The Eudora City Hall, which was built in 1936 by the Public Works Administration (PWA), is located at 239 
South Main Street in Eudora, Chicot County, Arkansas, a small town located in extreme southeastern 
Arkansas. Tbe Art Dew-style building is built on a continuous concrete foundation that buses  at least a 
partial basement. The walls of the building are brick, with yellow brick used on the h n t  faqade and red 
brick used on the side and rear fa~ades. The building's windows, for the most p m ,  consist of six-over six, 

, double-hung wood windows. The building is topped by a flat roof with parapet. 

Modifications to the building have been minor, and center on the replacement of the building's front doors. 

FrontlWest Faqade 
The front fqade of the building faces west towards South Main Street and is three bays wide. The 
nor thmost  bay has the building's main entrance on the first floor, and projects slightly from the rest o f  the 
building's fapde. The entrance consists of a rnetaI-framed, plate glass door with sidelights on either side 
and a transom window above. (Originally, the entrance consisted of two wood-frame doors with multiple 
panes of glass topped by a ten-pane transom.) The transom window reads "CITY / HALL 1 239." The 
e n m c e  is swtounded by a decorative surround that features fluted pilasters on each side capped with square 
panels with rosettes in them. The pilasters also have decorative octagonal lights near the top. Above the 
entrance is a pentagonal panel with stackd V's in the center topped by a diamond panel with rosette. To 
either side of the stacked V*s are diagonal strips with stylized plants and two semicircular decorations. The 
second floor of the northemost bay is fenestrated by a single six-over six, double-hung wood window with 
a brick sill. Above the window is a stone panel that mds "CITY HALL." 

The center bay of the Eront fapde, on the h t  floor, is fenestrated by a band of three six-ever six, double- 
hung wood windows with brick sill and lintel comprised of a sow of soldier bricks. The second floor is 
fenestrated by a single six-over six, doublc-hung wood window with a brick sill. In addition, a c o m e  of 
stone spans the faqade at the top of the second floor windows. Above the second floor window in the center 
bay is a square stone panel that features a "A" in front of a stylized V." The background of the panel 
~nsistsofinvertedV's. 

In between the center and southern bay is m engaged pilaster capped by a stone with a chevron pattern on it. 
The first floor of the  southern bay has a large mkance, The entrance consists of a metal-framed, pIate glass 
door with sidelights on either side and a transom window above. (Originally, the entrance consisted of two 
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sets of large casement doors that had wood-frame doors with fourteen panes of glass per door.) As in the 
center bay, the second floor of the southem bay is fenestrated by a single six-over six, double-hung wood 
window with a brick sill. In addition, a course of stone spans the faqade at the top of the second floor 
windows. Above the second floor window in the center bay is a square stone panel that features a "A" in 
Front of a stylized "U." The back-mund of the panel consists of inverted V's. 

At the southem corner of the building is another engaged pilaster capped by a stone with a chevron pattern on 
it. 

SidelSouth Facade 
The south fawde is a blank brick wall that is devoid of fenestration. 

i 
- Rearmast Facade 

The rear fapde of the building is divided into five bays. Beginning at the north end of the building, the first 
bay has a small, wood-frame, single-pane window with a brick silI and metal bars over it at the bottom of the 
first floor. Ln between the first and second floors is a single six-over six, doubIehng wood window with a 
brick sill. 

Proceeding south along the fapde, the next two bays are fenestrated with single six-over six, double-hung 
wood windows on each floor. The fowth bay from the north also has a single six-over six, double-hung 
wocd window on the second floor and a solid metal door on the  st floor. A set of cast concrete steps with 
metal pipe handrail leads up to the entrance. The southmost  bay is fenestrated with single six-over six, 
double-hung wood windows on each floor, with metal bars covering the window on the first floor. AIso in 
the southernmost bay, a wood-frame, three-pane window provides light into the basement. 

SiddNorth 'Facade 
The north fapde is a blank brick wall that is devoid of fenestration. 

Integrity 
The Eudora City Hall retains good integrity. The major change to the exterior of the building since it was 
msmcted is the replacement of the entrances on the front facade sometime after 1479. However, the size 
of the original openings is still evident. Even though the entrances have been replaced, it is still easy to 
recognize the building as city hall, a purpose it still fu2fills. The fact that the Eudora City Hall has always 

I 
1 been in the small town of Eudora, and remains so today, also allows the setting around city hall to reflect its 

- period of significance. 



Eudora City Hall 
Name oFPropeny 

United States Department of the  Interior 
National Park Sewice 

Chlcot Countv. Arkansas 
Coxnsy and State 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 8 Page I 

SUMMARY 
The Eudora City Hall is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places with local significance 
under Criterion C as the best exampIe of the Art Deca style of architecture in Eudora. The Eudora City Hall 
is also being nominated to the National Register under Criterion A for its associations with the activities of 
the Public Works Administration in Chicot County during the 1930s, and for its associations with 
governmental activities in Eudom, The Eudora City Hall is being submitted to the Xational Register of 
Historic Places under the multiple-property listing "An Ambition to Be Prefmed: New Deal Recovery 
Efforts and Architecture in Arkansas, 1933-1 943." 

ELABORATXOX 
Early settlement in Chicot County occurred along the Mississippi River, which forms the county's eastem 

j 
boundary. It is also along the river where the first t o m s  formed in the county. By 1823, there were enough 

- settlers in the area to form Chicot County on October 25. Its boundaries were defined by an act passed by the 
Legislature on November 2, 1835, and it originaIly included parts of Drew and Ashley counties.' 

As settlement in the Chicot County area continued, peopIe began moving inland from the Mississippi River 
and established additional communities, including Eudora. Although it is not h o r n  exactly when Eudora 
was founded, it was a substantial enough community to have a post office established on December 4, 1856. 
Henry Stem was the first postmaster. However, the community apparently remained fairly small since the 
post office was discontinued in 1867, reestablished in 187 1, discontinued again in 1876, and finally 
reestablished permanently in 1 88k2 

The town of Eudora most likely received an economic boost when the railroad Eine was built through the 
town and surrounding area, sometime after 1 895. After h e  railroad line arrived, the residents no longer had 
to rely only on the river for transportation and trade. The railroad also meant that more people cadd  easily 
reach the community to live there. 

City services were slow to came to Eudora after its establishment. By 19 12, the city was still without a 
waterworks, frre department (although church bells were used as the fire alarm), or electricity. By 192 1, a 
waterworks and electric light company had been established along with a volunteer fire department with 
three hose carts. The fire alarm had aIso changed to pistol shots. The fire department had improved by 1932 
having a siren for the dam and a Reo truck had replaced the hose carts. A jail had also been built in the 
c~mmunity.~ 

I 
' Biagrcrpkical and Rismricoi .Wemoirs of Soulhem Arkums. Chicago: The Goodspeed Publishing Co.. 1890, pp. 106 1 and 
1064-1065. 
Thelma Downing PuIIey. "Eudora Post Office Established in 1856." Faund at: http:I:m.se~knetl-sabdeud.hZrpll. 
Sanborn Fire Insurance maps for Eudora, Arkansas: June 19 12, February 1921, and October 1932, in h e  fiks of the hchard C. 

Butla Center for Arkansas Studies, Little Rock, Arkansas. 
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By the 1930s, Eudora was substantial enough to need a city hall. The city turned to the PWA for assistance 
in comtrtlcting the building, and they received a loan of S9,000 and a grant of S6,142, for a total amount of 
S 16,142. The estimated total cost for the building was S 1 5,697, so the PWA assistance would more than 
cover the cost of the building. The money was allotted on January 5,1936, and by the time the contract was 
concluded on Nay 12, 1936, the cost had shrunk to S 14,487, which was the amount specified in the contract.' 
The project was given project number Arkansas 1 I 1 8R. 

Construction began on the building on June 30, 1936, and the design for the building was the creation of 
LittIe Rock architect A. N. McAninch. McAninch deigned many buildings for PWA contracts. 
Additionally, many of his buildings were designed in the Art Deco style, including the Hempstead County 
Courthouse (NR listed 5/19/1994), Rison High School (demolished) and St. Anthony" Hospital in Modton,  

( which was originally intended to be a PWA project (NR listed 3/28/1986), although he did use other styles, 
such as the Gothic Revival for tbe F h t  Baptist Church in Little Rock (NR listed 8/91 1994). 

T. A. Lusinger was the contractor for the building and once construction began, it did not take Iong for the 
building to be completed. Construction was completed less than three months later on October 7, 1 936. The 
completed building was a good example of the Art Deco style, including decorative geometric and stylized 
motifs.' The city moved into the building in late 1936, and the building remains in use as  city hall today. 

Modifications to the building have been minor since it was completed in 1 936. Sometime after 1979, the 
original Front entrances to the building, which were wood doors with multiple panes of glass, were replaced 
with the current metal plate glass doors, In addition, a siren has been added to the southwest corner of the 
building. 

Today, the Eudora City Hall is a living reminder of Arkansas's PWA and New Deal history. The Eudora 
City Hall is a good example of the Art Dsco style, and illustrates the activities of the PRTA in the early 
twentieth century. The survival and continued preservation of the Eudora City Hall is a monument to the 
dedication of the Eudora community. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The Eudora City Hall is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places with local significance 
under Criterion C as the best example of the Art Deco style of architecture in Eudora. The Eudora City Ha11 
is also being nominated ta the National Register under Criterion A for its associations with the activities of 

' the Public Works Administration in Chicot County dwing the 1930s, and for its associations with 

4 Information on Arkansas PWA projects in the fiIes of the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program. 
' lbid. 
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govemental activities in Eudora. The Eudora City Hall is being submitted to the National Register of 
Historic Places under the multipleproperty listing "An Ambition to Be Preferred: New Deal Recovery 
Efforts and Architecture in Arkansas, 1 933- 1943." 
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VERBAL BOUYDARY DESCRIPTION 
From the southeast corner of the Downs Street and Main Street intersection, proceed southerly along the east 
side of Main Street for 540 feet to the point of beginning. From the point of beginning, proceed easterly 
perpendicular to Main Street for 85 feet, thence proced southerly p d l d  to Main Street for 125 feet, thence 
proceed westerly perpendicuIar to Main Street for 85 feet, thence proceed northerly along the east side of 
Main Street for 125 feet to the point of beginning. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFTCATION 
The boundasy contains all of the land historically associated with the Eudora City Hall. 














