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1. Name of Property 

historic name Crmbaur-Burleigh House 

other namedsite number CH0029 

2 ,  Location 

street & number 108 N Main not for publication 

city or town Dermott vicinity 

state Arkansas code AR county Chicot code 017 zipcode 7'1638 

3. StateJFederal Agency Certification 

Placcs and meets the procedural and pmfcssiwal requirements set for in 36 CFR Pan 03. In my opimon, the properr). [XI mms 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
S u e  or Federal sgcncy and bureau 

I In my opinion, the pmperry U meets does nor meet the National Registacritrna (D See Contlnuauon shes fossdd~timal 1 
comments.) 

Signature of cenifiing officialTitIc Date 

I State or Fcdtml agemy md bureau 

4. Kationat Park Senice  Certification 

I her&? c e n l f i  that the pmpcny 1s: Signarure of the Keeper DR~C of Action 

p m d  In the Nahonal Register. 
See continuation qheet 

I7 da&ed eligrble forthe 
Yational Reg~ster. 
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m o v e d  from the National 
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Ownership of Property Categorq of Property 
{Checkasmanybaxtsasa~ly) (Chechonlyonehx~ 

private 

public-local 

public-State 

C] public-Federal 

building(s) 

district 

sire 
a structure 

abjec! 

Number of Resources within Proper ,y 
(Do not ~nclude prmiously listed reswrcm In count.) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

3 1 buildings 

sites 

svuctures 
objects 

3 I Total 

Yame of related multiple prepem listing Yrunber of Contributing resources previously listed 
(Enm "YiA" if propew is not pan of a multiple property listing } in the National Register 

-- -- 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Fanctions 
{Enter cawgone fmm ~nstructions) 

C~rrent Functions 
(Enter categorim from instructions) 

VACANTiNOT IN USE 

7. Description 

Architectural CIassification 
I Enter c a q o r i e s  frnm ~nnructions) 

Materials 
(Emprategoris fmm iwrmtions) 

L4TE 1 9TH 9: 2oTH CENTLTRY REWALS!ColoniaI foundation BRICK 
Rewval 

walls WQODfii'ea~herboard 

roof WOOD 

other 

Narrative Description 
(Dacnbe the hroric and c u m t  condition ofthe pmp- on m e  ormore continuation sheets.) 
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8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable Kational Register Crite, ia Levels of Significance (lcl~al. mtz. odorlalj 
(Mask .'x" in one or more b o x s  hr the criteria qualifying the propcrt). L O C ~  
for National Register listing.) 

A Property is associated with events that have made 
a si,dficant contribution to h e  broad parteras of 
our history. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categoria rrom buuctiom) 

RRCHITECTW 

A Property i s  associated vrith the Iives of persons 
significant in our past. 

C P r o m  embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, penod, or method of mnstruction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a sigmficazlt and 
dismmishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

D Property hasyjelded, or is likely IO yield. 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "a" In all the boxes [hat apply.) 

Propeny is: 
A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

B. semo\rd from ib origmal location. 

C. birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outsmding 
importance. 

D a cemetery. 

E a reconsrructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemomtive property 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Ysrrative Statement of Significance 
( E q l a i n  the sigruficance of rhc pmpmy on we ar more conlinuatian sheets.) 

Period of Significance 
c. 1905 

Significant Dates 
c. 1905 

Significant p e ~ n  (Complete if Criterion B is marked) 

Cvlhral -4ffrtiation (Complete if Criterion D is marked) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography 
(C~tc thc books. articies, and other source upEd in preparing this form on one or more cmrinuation sbeeis.) 

Previous documenrati~n on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 
prelirninar?, determinarion of individual listing (36 [XI State Histclric Preservation Office 
CFR 67) has been requested 17 Other State Agency 

previously listed in the National Register Q Federal -4gency 
Previously determined eligible by h e  National Local G o v m m t  
Register University 

designated a National Historic Landmark Other 
recorded by Historic .American Buildings Survey Name of repository: 
rr 
recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 
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10. Geographical Data 

Acreage af Property Less than one 

UThl References 
(Place addluonal LTM references on a continuauon sheet.) 

Verbal Boundary Description 
[ h n b e  the boundanis o i h  propertr on a continuation sheet) 

Boundary dustifica~on 
( F ~ p l a ~ n  why rhr M a n e s  were selecred on a continuation sheet.) 

4 

Sce continuation shm 

11. Form Prepared By 

me't~t le  Nathan Robbins. Intern edited bv Raloh S. Rrilcox. National Register & Sumev Cowdinator 

oreanization Arkansas Historic Preservat~on Promam date October 7.20 1 1 

street & number 1500 Tower Building, 323 Center Street telephone (501) 324-9787 

city or t a m  Little Rock state AR n p  code 72201. 

Additional Documentation 
Sunrnlt t kc  f o l l o ~  rn!: trc-r,.; c ~t t! t le completed tom 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A ETSGS map (7.5 m 15 minute series) indicating the property's location 

A Sketch map for lustoric districts and properties having Iarge acreage or numerous resources. 

Representative black and white photogrnphs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check wth the SHPO or FW for any additional items.) 

Property Owner 
r t rnyln. :  &IS I:l.:r> at the requm of SHPO or FPO.) 

name 

street & number telephone 

city or town state zip code 

Paperwork Reduction Ael Statemtar: This information is being coklected fur applica~iom to the ~ a t i o d  Registmof H~storic Places to nominate pmperties for 
listing ordcrerrmne elibility for liisiing. to Iin properties, and to amend emsting listine Rtrponsc la t h ~ s  requa is required to obtain a benefit in accordance 
with the Nahonal Hlstonc P m * d r ~ e n  Act. as amcnded (16 L.S.C. 4?0 stseq.) 
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IleArlcmnr Projets ( 102440 1 a), Washingon, DC 20303. 
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SUMMARY 
The Crenshaw-Burleigh House is a two-story, frame, Colonial Revival style-house with a cross-gambreled 
roof and a wrap-around porch. The walls and roof are built of wood while the foundation and chimney are 
built of brick. It is located on Main Street in the Lambert's addition to the town of Dermott, Arkansas, in 
Chicot County. A garage and shed are located northeast of the house. A pump house is located directly 
behind the house extension. The house is in fair condition, although it is vacant and is showing signs of 
deterioration. 

ELABOR4TION 
The Crenshaw-Burleigh House: located at 108 N Main, is a two-stow, kame, Colonial Revival style house 
with an irregular plan built c. E 905. The house sits on a continuous foundation made up of brick. The walls 
are constructed of wood weathaboard and have not been altered. The house is topped with a cross-gambrel4 
roof covered with wood shingles. Two brick chimneys are situated directly opposite each other within the 
main interior of the house. Qne is placed at the north end and the other at the south end. A small, rectangular 
extension is built on the back of the main house causing the irregular plan. The extension has only two 
windows but it also has two doors situated on opposite sides. A garage, built of brick: and wood board shed 
are Iocated northeast of the house. A pump house built of concrete blocks is located directly behind the house 
extension. The house is in fair condition, although it is vacant and is showing signs of deterioration. 

FROrn/EAST FACAJ3E 
There is a one-story, wrap-around style porch at the northeast cornet of the house located directly under the 
second floor. The porch leads to the front door as well as two side doors. Four Tuscan order columns are 
used as supports for the porch, with a four-panel picture window set into the curve of the wall, flanked by the 
front door on the leR (south) and a side door on the right (north). The central portion of the porch is covered 
with vertical wood weatherboard; the remainder of the first story is done with horizontal wood weatherboard. 
On the southem end of the porch, directly to the left of the hont door, is the other side door that enters the 
southern portion of the house. The eastern face of the southern wing is also covered with wood 
weatherboard, and features a large stationary window centered in the walI. Above the stationary window sits 
a transom window with a diamond patterned tracery, capped by a narrow cornice. 

The second story of the fapde  hangs over the porch and is fenesbated by three hipped-roof dormers, each 
with a double-hung window, each Framed by a wooden architrave ~ m .  This portion af the upper-story is 
three bays wide and runs the entire length of the porch. The upper southern wing features two doubIe-hung 
windows with a wooden arckitrave trim locatsd directly beneath the cornice of the cross-gambreled roof. The 
second story of the house is covered with wood shingles. A shallow eave protrudes fiom the steep-pitched, 
cross-gambreled roof over the second story, and another low-pitched eave hangs from the second story over 
the lower story of the house, which runs continuously around the perimeter of the house, save a small portion 
on the rear. The roof of the house features two chimneys: one slightly off-center above the middle dormer; 
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the other at the intersection of the gables. The unbroken, triangular pediment of the southern wing also 
contains a louvered oxeye vent. The roof is covered with u ~ o d  shingles. 

S1DE/SOUTFERN FACADE 
The southern elevation of the house is faced with horizontal wood weatherboard on the first story. It features 
a double-hung window, a door, and a bay window comprised of three, double-hung windows. Each window 
in the bay window is separated by a m - d e n  mullion and the bay window is covered in a semi-hexagonal 
roof, covered with wood shingles. A single-stq extension continues behind the large southern wing of the 
house, and has a gabled roof covered with wooden shingles. and a set of French doors with a center mullion 
on the south side of the extension. A small, wooden porch extends in h n t  of the north side doors of the 
extension. A double-hung window is found on the rear of the southem wing of the house, between the 
comets of the originaI wing and the extension. 

The second story of the southern elevation is covered with .arood shingles, and features three hipped-roof 
dormers a central dormer with a single, double-hung window is flanked by two dormers, each featuring two, 
parallel, double-hung windows separated by a wooden mullion. Each window on the second story is framed 
by a wooden architrave trim. The second story is faced with wood shingles; the roof is also covered by wood 
shingles. A shdlow eave extends over the dormers from the roof, and another protrudes over the first story, 
both covered with wood shingles. Centered above the cenwal dormer is a brick chimney. 

R E A M S T  FACADE 
The rear of the house is wvered with horizontal wmd weatherboard on the lower story. The extension 
'behind the southm wing features a single window on its western elevation, and a door and ribbon window 
on the northern elevation. It also has a rectangular louvered vent above the window on the western side of the 
extension. The western face of the house contains a stained-@ass window on a stainvay platform, and a 
smaller window below the shined-glass window that provides light underneath the stairwell, a door, and a 
double-hung window. 

The second story of the rear of the house contains a small, rectangular mindow with diamond-pattern tracery 
hmed by a wooden architrave t im,  and a doubIehung window, all on the southem wing. The main house is 
fenestrated by three gabled dormers, each with a double-hung window and a wooden architrave trim. The 
second story is faced with wooden shingles and the roof is also covered with hwoden shingles. The roof 
features a shallow cornice, and an eave below the second floor extends o v a  the first floor, except for the 
soutZlem wing, which is connected to the extension. The chimney located in the main structure is slightly aff- 
center with the central dormer on the rear of the house, 
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STT)EIR"ORTB FACADE 
The northern elevation of the house is covered with horizontal wood weatherboard on the first story. It 
features a bay window with thee double-hung windows, Each window is separated by wooden mullions. The 
bay window is capped with a semi-hexagonal roof covered with wood shingles. To the east of the bay 
window begins the wrap around porch. 

The second story of the northern side is fenwtrated by five double-hung windows, each with a narrow 
wooden archimve him. The second story is covered with wood shingles. In the unbroken, triangular 
pediment of the roof is a louvered vent; the pediment is also faced with wood shingles. The roof extends over 
the pediment and second story slightly; another eave protrudes from below the second story and is also 
covered in wood shingles. 

AVCTLLARY STRUCTURES 
The Crenshaw-Burleigh House features three ancillary buildings: a pump house. a garaxe, and a shed. 

The pump house is Iocated directly behind the extension on the western side of the house, It is a srnalI 
building constructed cempietely of concrete block. resting on a continuous concrete block foundation with a 
gabled roof covered with asphalt shingles. It featuses a single door on the south side of the structure and a 
single window on the westem side. It was constructed c. 1950. 

The shed is located to the northwest of the main house. It is a rectanguIar h r n e  constructed structure? 
covered with wood boards. It has a gabled metal roof and was constructed c. 1 950. 

The garage is located to the northwest of the house. directly to the west of the shed. It is a square plan 
building, constmcted of brick, resting on a continuous brick foundation. It has a hipped-roof covered with 
asphalt shingles. It was constructed c. 1950. 

INTEGRITY 
The house is in fair condition, although due to vacancy it is showing signs of deterioration as well as some 
vandalism. Many of  the house" windows have been boarded-up and the extension on the rear of the house is 
not original to the struchre. However, the original windows remain in the structure. The roof shingles are 
also in fair condition, exhibiting only minor damage. The weatherboards exhibit some slight cosmetic 
damage, but are original to the structure and thus are in fair condition. T h e  floor of the wrap-mund porch is 
missing some sections, but the columns remain in good condition. Although the pump house, garage, and 
shed were later additions to the property, the Ctenshaw-Burleigh house maintains most of the origmal 
materials and the overall integrity of the property. The house itseIf remains in fair condition. 
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The neighborhood is also ia similar condition. It remains a maidy residential area, with some local 
businesses and local governmental institutions across Main Street, including the local city hall, post office, 
and chamber of commerce. 
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SUMMARY 
The Crenshaw-Burleigh House is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places with local 
significance under Criterion C,  as an excellent example of a house constructed in the Colonial Revival style 
in Dermott. Some of the features of the Crenshaw-Burleigh House are typical of a specific sub-type within 
the Colonial Revival style. In particular, the house typifies the asymmetrical plan, a rarer house plan that was 
popular during the later decades of the nineteenth century and the first decade of the twentieth century. 

On October 23.1 823, Chicot County was forrned as the 1 uth subdivision (9 of which remain today) of the 
Arkansas ~ar i t o r y . '  It was bordered by the Mississippi River to the east. huisiana to the south, the Ouachita 
and Saline rivers to the west, and to the north it was 10 mites from the mouth of the Arkansas Rivm this 
territory comprised portions of modern-day Daha County, Ashley County, Dsew County, and the entirety of 
Chicot County. After its founding, Chicot County residents relied mainly on game and the export of timber; 
few tawns existed and the county was sparsely The first residents were Native Americans, who 
were removed and displaced during the early 1 9'h century. The fist American settlers were "squatters" whose 
land holdings were meager and who dqended on gardening and hunting. Most of the county's remaining 
pre-American inhabitants were descendants of earlier French nnd Spanish settlers, though some American 
settlers had immigrated to the area as early as 1820.' 

After suficient portions of land had been d e a d ,  more people began rno~jng into the area, and an 
immensely productive cotton industry took hold. During the 1840s and 1850s, larse tracl of land were 
purchased throughout Chicot County, which fueled the already growing cotton and rice industry and brought 
a larger, quasi-plantation style offarrning to the area. A county seat was established in Columbia in F 838, 
though it was moved to Bayou Macon in 1850. Five years later, the county seat was moved to the newly 
founded town of Lake Village, the current seat of Chicot ~ o u n t ~ . ~  The county grew slowty until the outbreak 
of the American Civil War, during which growth was extremeIy limited. 

Following the conclusion of the American CiviI War, several changes occurred in Chicot County. The 
county. as originally established, had gradually been divided to m a t e  Drew County ( I  8461, Ashley County 

-- - - 

' Leona Basher, "An Historical Manuscript of Chicot County," Organized local history manuscript, [c. 19151, P,rkansas Historic 
Preservation Program Library. Little Rock, AR, 2. 

Goodspeed Publishing Co., 371e Goodspeed Biopphica! and Historical Memoirs of Sourhsrn Arhnws, 4. Silas Emmett Lucas, 
Jr., (South Carolina: Southern Historical Press, 1978), 1058-1062. 
3 Jeannie; Whayne and Gatewood, %'illacd, eds., f i e  Arkansas Della: Lnnd ofParndox ('FayetteviIle: University of Arkansas Press, 
1993),4-5. 
' Goodspeed, Goodsped Memoirs, 106 1 ; Basher, 'Manuscript of Chicot County," 2 4 .  
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(1 8611, and a portion of Desha County ( I  ~79).~ The construction of new railroads through Arkansas brought 
new life to Chicot County. The arrival of the railroads sparked new life into many of the small towns in the 
Arkansas Delta and revitalized local economies, xx~hich, again, were focused on cotton and timber production, 
as wePl as wheat and rice. The Mississippi, Ouachita, and Red River Railroad, which experienced initial 
construction in northeast Arkansas in the 1850s, was completed in the 18TOs, and a podon of the railroad ran 
through modem-day Chicot County, including Dermott. These changes brought several new fandies to the 
area, including the Crenshaw family, who played a s ipi f icant  role in the g o ~ h  and development of 
~ e r m o a . ~  

The town of Dermott takes it name from Dr. Charles McDermott. M c D m o t t  was born in 1808 in West 
Feliciana Parish, Louisiana, McDemott was raised in Louisiana and entered Yale College around 1828. 
Upon completion of his studies at Yale, McDermott studied medicine and practiced medicine in Louisiana 
until the death of hs mother prompted him to move to Arkansas in 2 83 8. There, McDmot t  purchased a 
great number of acres, comprising much of modem-day Dermott. M c D m o t t  lived and worked in Chcot 
County through the Civil War, but joined in the Honduran colony ventured by a number of Confederate 
sympathizers following the Civil War. Aftes a brief stint in the Honduran jungle, McDemott returned to 
Chicot County. Here, McDermott invented a number of things, including a cotton picking machine, an iron 
hoe, and an iron maul. McDermott also attempted to construct and patent a "flying machine," though he 
achieved mixed results and he is not credited with the invention of the airplane. He did, however, discover 
several principles of flight. McDermott died in October I 886.' 

The community established by McDermott remained small for a number of years, sustained by adculture 
and the railroads. Tn October 1875, a post office was established in the area under the name "Bend," probably 
for a bend in a local bayou, likely signifying some p w t h  over the years. The name was changed in 1875 to 
D m o t t ,  in honor of Dr. McDennott. The town was incorporated in 3ul y 1 890, with several members of the 
Crenshaw family acting as public officials, including Reuben Crenshaw as postmaster, John Crenshaw as an 
alderman, and J. Tom Csensha~v as mayor. J. Tom Crenshaw continued to act ns a civic leader after his 
mayoral stint; indeed, he is credited with planting the oak trees that line the main streets of ~ermott. '  

The Crmshaw-Burleigh house located at 108 N. Main in Dermott, was built c. 1905 and owned by Anna 
Crenshm. The Colonial Revival style became popular in the 1870s, caused by a resurgence of first-hand 

Abbtr Kinney, "123 Years of History Woven into a Short Storyjl' Arkansm Democrat: I? Februarl; 1952, http:/:wuw.sabra 
horne.net;der.html#+l25 Years (accessed September 20,201 1). 

Whayne and Gatewood, Arkansas Delia, 2 12-2 14; Goodspeed, Goodsped Memoirs, 1067; Basher, "Manuscript of &cot 
County," 2 4 .  
" Abbott Kinney, "125 Years of History" Goodspeed, Goodspeed Memoirs, 1078. 
' Abboft Kmney, " 125 Years of Histo$'. 
























