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. '  . 17. DESCRIPTION -- A 

(Check Oha) 
I 0 Exc-llant Cmd Q FoFr Detwioratrd 0 Ruins Untxpoawd I 

CDNQIKIOM - 

The  Lakeport  P l an t a t i on  remains as one of the f i n e r  antebellum 
plantations to be found in Arkansas. The main structure is of 
f i v e  bay two-storey frame cons t ruc t ion  measuring approximately 
sixty feet across and fo r ty  f e e t  deep, not including the rear 
e l l  that conta ins  the or ig ina l  double k i t chens .  A two-storey 
portico ~ 5 t h  t r i a n g u l a r  pediment gable and centered r o s e  
w i n d o w  dominates three of the five bays of the e n t r y  facade. 
A l o w  pitched h i p  roof combines with the symmetrical fene- 
stration and entry portico to complete the classical temple 
form of t h e  plantation structure- 

{Check One) 

1 E3 Altered Unaltered 1 M o d  0 Original S i ls  
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AN W O R I G I N A L  (if f tn0~#7> P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

The exterior is characterized by weathered clapboard s i d i n g ,  
a wide, plain entablature with decorated, boxed cornice ,  and 
floor to cei l ing  w i n d o w s  on the entry facade and s ide  porch. 
These w i n d o w s  measure approximately t w e l v e  feet  in height 
with f i f teen lights total. The remaining windows are twelve 
l i g h t s  each. 

(Check One) 

I 

The front entry is by a twelve foot  h i g h  panel led  door 
flanked by narrow s i d e l i g h t s ,  There are nine rooms on the  

I 
main f l o o r  in a d d i t i o n  to the large c e n t r a l  hall and an adja- 
cent but separate stair  h a l l .  The ce i l ing  h e i g h t  for the 
main s t r u c t u r e  is approximately s i x t e e n  feet. 

The interior woodwork is essentially plain. Most t r i m  about 
the fenestration is p l a i n  w i t h  corn ices  over windows and 
doorways. Fireplaces are framed by pi las ters  w i t h  a p l a i n  
frieze and simple mantel s h e l f .  A n  except ional ly  w i d e  base 
moulding is noted. A s i g n i f i c a n t  fea ture  is t h e  elaborate 
plaster cornice moulding found in most downstairs  rooms. The 
main front h a l l  and the f r o n t  p a r l o r  room have ornate ce i l ing  
medallions from whfch chandeliers once hung. 

Upstairs are five bedrooms, a cen t ra l  hall and the separate 
s ta i r  h a l l .  The c e i l i n g  height i s  approximately four teen 
feet. A 1 1  doors have overhead adjustable transoms which a i d  
in circulation of air. . 

The  rear e l l  is a one-storey edlfice w i t h  gallery along one 
side, Therein is located t h e  k i t c h e n  w i t h  i t s  huge wood- 
burning fireplace and cast i r o n  f r a ~ n g  and oven. Two 
b r i c k  out buildings are located in the area adjacent to t h e  
rear ki tchen  and remain in excellent repair.  The roofs do 
not  appear to be o r i g i n a l .  

The  Lakeport P l an t a t i on  is, essentially, in a faLr s t a t e  of 
r e p a i r ,  though the  ex te r io r  is r a p i d l y  deteriorating. No 
zpparent a l t e r a t i o n s  have been made to the original structure, 
though there is evidence to suggest that small w i n d o w  
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balconies on e i the r  side of the e n t r y  portico have been 
removed. Additionally a two-storey side porch no longer is 
intact, 

The house and o u t b u i l d i n g s  conbine to make Lakeport Plantation 
an excel lent  example of ante-bellum plantation a rch i t ec tu re  
in Arkansas .  



0 18th Century 

[7 17th Cenrutr 19th Csnlurr 

Urban Pl.nrning 

Q Engineering a Rcligion/Phi. a other ISP~CI~F)  

17 Invention Sc i snce  

ArchC~msturs S oc io l/Humon. 
Llt*rahrr* 

0 Communicofions Mililwy , - 
EJ C o n s ~ w ~ t ; o n  a Music U Tmnrpatto~ion 

single fami ly .  The two-storey cypress frame house faces 
the Mississippi. R i v e r  in t h e  s o u t h e a s t  corner of Arkansas, 
and is probably the best  example of an ante-bellurn planta- 
t i o n  house in the skate .  B u i l t  circa 1850, L&eport Planta- 
t i o n  is o f  classical des ign  with an imposing two-storey 
p o r t i c o  centered on the e n t r y  facade. Two b r i ck  accessory 
b u i l d i n g s  complement t h e  main structure, 

Chicot  County t a x  records i nd i ca t e  t h a t  Joe l  Johnson, a 
na t ive  of Kentucky, was farming on t h e  area no!,t known as, 
Lakeport Plantation in 1831. A t  t h a t  t i m e  the estimated' 
value of h i s  house was $100,00, so it can be safely assumed 
t h a t  t h i s  was not  t h e  s t a t e l y  Greek +Revival horne.now asso-, 
c i a t e d  w i t h  the Johnson family, 
. I .  . -. . - .  . - . - .. . . 
During the next 35  years h e 1  ~ohnson~s a s s e t s  rose' conslder- 
ably as the quanti ty of his l a n d  ho ld ings ,  slsves , and. f a r m  
animals s t e a d i l y  increased. H i s  taxable property in 3852 
was va lued  at $100,000.00, and the value h a d  doubled by 1860. 
H o w e v e r ,  l i k e  most Southern plantatiori- &fie- ~ o h n s o k  lost 
a great d e a l  d u r i n g  the Civil W a r .  By 1867 t h e  total value 
of h i s .  ;taxable .property was es t imated  to be o ~ l y  $28,000.00, 
The f inancia l  records of J o e l  Johnson's p l a n t s t i o n  t y p i f y  
t h o s e  of many o the r  Sou thern  p l a n t a t i o n s  du r ing  the middle 
third of t h e  19th century. 

Fol-lowing t h e  C i v i l  war, ownership o f ,  the p r o p e r t y  passed to 
Joe l  ' s s o n ,  Lycurgus Johnson. The plantation staysd w i t h  * 
the Johnson fami ly  until t h e  192Crs when Dr. Victor M. 
Johnson, son  of Lycurgus Johnson,  s o l d  t h e  pro~erty to Sam 
E p s t e i n .  Lakepost P l a n t a t i o n  h a s  since remain-d in the 
E p s t e i n  f ami ly ,  and as part of the Epskein Estate, is now 

, mmaged by Epstein's grandson, Sam Angel. Ha-ring been o~med 
by only  t w o  farmilies throughout  its long h i s t g r y  has' hzlped 
to preserve t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of the Johnson's plantation house 
and outbuildings, Though now unoccupied, the present &?ner 

I 
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8. S i g n i f i c a n c e  (Cont inued - Pzge 2) 

continues to m s i n t 3 i n  zcd pres - rve  t h e  good c o ~ d i t i o n  of t h i s  
historic p l a n t a t i o n  house. 

Lakepo r t  P l a n t a t i o n  i s a f i n e  example of Arkansastante-bellurn 
plantation arch i tec ture .  I ts classical fea tures  a n d  spacious 
dimensions  exemplify t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  tastes of a wea l thy  
Southern  p l a n t e r  in the years before the C i v i l  W?r. 
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