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his~oric name Community Center #1  

orher narnedsite number Earl Bell Community Center; Site trCG0246 

2. Location 

street & number 1212 South Church St. not for publication 

city or town Jonesboro vicinity 

state Arkansas code AR ccunty Craighead code 031 zip code 72401 

3. StateFederal Agency Certification 

- 
As [he dcs~gnatcd authnrl, under the Kauml  Hinonc Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby ccrtlfy chat !hs nominanon U 
rcquest br cmerminarlon ofsliptbil~ty m m s  rhc documcnn~on s r d a r d s  for registerinr properties in rhe Natior~l Regts:e: of  H~sionc 
Placer and mcds the prochra! and pmftsslond muliemtnts set for in 36 CFR Pan 60. h my o p l ~ o n ,  the- p r o m  n t a s  
dam not meer !he Nahonal R q l s r a  cnrcna I rccowncnd that thls property be considered sigdicanr 

S i g r m  of : s t @ : n ~  ci:is.a:l li!e 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
Sure GT SBdemI agency and 'bureau 

h my opinion. the propmy meets docs not men the: Nattonal R g l s t a  cntena (U See  Conunuat:cn shm for addrllonal 
comm€n~.l 

Siprure of certifying officiaVTide Dare 

Srare wFedem1 agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I b a t b y  ccn~fy that the p r o p w  IS: Signature of the Krcper Date of ~ c t l o n  

entered In the National Register. 
a See contmualion shm 

determined eligible for the 
National Regrsrcc 

a See contlnuabnn shmr 
detcrm~ned no1 eliglble fo: rhc 

National Rcgisttr 
remanod From the Nahond 

R ~ i s t c r .  - 

13 other. (explain.) 
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5. Classification 

Ownership of Property Category of Property h'umber of Resources within Property 
ICheck as m y  box= as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed rewurces In m t . ]  

r] private 

public-local 

public-State 

public-Federal 

buildlng(s) 
district 
site 

structure 

object 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enicr '?&A'' i f  prnpffy is no: part of a multiple p r o m  hning.) 

Contributing Nonconrnbuting 

1 buildings 

sites 

stRlcIUTes 

objects 

1 TotaI 

Number of Contributing resources previously listed 
in t h e  National Register 

"Aa Ambition lo Be Preferred: New Deal Rmvery Efforts 
and .4rchltecture in .4rlransas, 1933-1943" 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functians 
(Enter categories from ~nstnrctiom) 

Current Functions 
(Entcr categonu frnm inmaions) 

RECREATTON AND CLTTURE RECREATION CUtTtTRE 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification Materials 
(Enter categories fmm ~nstrucrionsl (Fnte: carcgoris from hruct icm)  

MODERN MOVEMENTJA~~ Deco foundation CON-BLOCK 

walls BRICK 

roof CompositionShngle 

oher 

Karrative Description 
(Dcscnje the historic and current condirim of rhe property on onc or rnwr continuarmn sheets.) 
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8. Statement of Significance 

~licablf! National Register Criteria Levels of Significance (local, state, national) 
,..,ark "x' ' In one or more b o x 6  for the critena qualLfvIng Zhc prnpeny local 
for National Rtgista  I~sting.) 

A Properly is associated uih events chat have made 
a significant contribution to he broad pattern of 
out history. 

a 8 Ptoperp is associated with the lives ofpersons 
significant in wr past. 

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a tve, period, or method of canstsuchon or 
represents the work ofa master, or possesses 
high artrstic balues, or represents a signfftca~t and 
d~stinguishable entity whose componenn lack 
individual distinction. 

5 Property has yieIded, or is likely to yield, 
infomatlon important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
{Mark "x" in all thc joxu t h a ~  apply ) 

Property is: 
u G smed by a religious institution or used for 

reIig~ous purposes. 

B, removed f i ~ m  its original location 

C. birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding 
importance. 

D a cemetery. 

[7 E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

Areas of Significance (Enter carcgonn fm immctions) 

Period of Significance 
9936-1958 

Significant Bates 
1936-1958 

Significant Person (Comp1e:e if C~terion B 1s marked) 

Cultural Amliation (Cnmplctc it Crjterion D is marked) 

F a commemorative property 
Architect/Builder 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance ELMER A. STUCK 
within the nast 50 .*.ears. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
[&plain the sigmfuarzt of the p m p w  on  one oirnorccontinuarion sheets.) 

9. Major Blbliopaphicel References 

BibEography 
d,Cm the bonks, an~cls, and &a sourca used in preparing 1 5 s  form m m c  or more cont~nuation shew ) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 6 7 )  has been requested 

previously listed m the Yationai Regiger 
P r e w o ~ l y  determined elig~ble by the h'ational 
Regis te~ 

1 designated a Na~ional Historic Landmark 
recurded by Historic Amencan Buildicgs Susvey 

Primary location of additional data: 
Sate Historic Preservztion Office 
Other State Agency 
Federal Agency 
Local Government 

C] University 
Urhes 

Name of rep~silory: 
# a recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record :! 
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Namc sf Propc~y 

Craighead County, Arkansas 
Cr~; ln~  and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Properly less than one 

LTM References 
(Place add~tional Ulhl lefertncs on a continua~iori sheer ) 

1 15 707494 3967696 
Zone Easting Karrhng 

Verbal Boundary Dwcription 
[Dcxr.he theboundaries of t hcpmpq  on a coatlnuation sheet.) 

Boundaw Justification 
(Euplaln why the bounba~es were selcctcd on a co~t i~uat ion  shctl } 

1 I .  Form Prepared By 

nameltitle Jason Willue, Director, Jonesboro Parks and Recreation; edited by Van Zbinden, National Register I-listorian 

organization Arkansas Historic Preservation Program date 4 October 2007 

street & number 323 Center Street, Suite 1600 telephone 501.324.9880 

city or town Little Rock slate AR zip code 72201 

Additional Documentation 
S u b m  the fi-l>3*.cy 1:cm. XI:;  rac c o ~ p l a e d  form 

Continuation Sheets 

Naps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minule series) indicating the propeny's location 

A Sketch map for hrstoric districts and properties having I q e  acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any addkicnal n t m  ) 

Propert?; Owner 
(Corny le :~  th; 1:c~. at rhe raps1 of SHPO or P O  ) 

name Citv of Jonesboro 

street &: number 1212 S .  Church St telephone A?O.933.4604 

city or town Jonesboro state .4R zip code 72401 

Pnplnrork Reduction Act Smlernent: This information is being collected hr applicat~om to the Na~ional Fkpster of Hiswnc Placts to  nominate propenits for 
llstrng or deimnlne ekigib~llty for IlsSnng, lo I!a propstiw, and to mend existing Irsting. Rsponsero h s  requa ts requid 10 obtain a benefit In accordance wirh 
the hat~onal Hlstanc Frtservatlon Ait, as amended (16 U S.C. 470 erseq ) 

Estimated Burden Sratemenr: Public repon~ng burden for this form is cstrmatd:~ average 15.1 houn per mpme mcludlng time fa: reviewing lnstmctioaq 
ga:hdng and rnaintalrnng date, and completing and reweunng :he Farm D ~ m t  commccts~ardfng thrs burden esbmate or any aspect of !his fonn to the Ch:f, 
Adm~n~smri.ie Servlca Div~sion. Nat~onal Pard S m l c e  P 0 %x 37127. N'zshington, DC 2001 3-7127, and the Oficeof Management and Budge!, Paperwork 
Reductions Projects (t024-W1R], U'ashington. DC 20103 
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Summary 

The Jonesboro Community Center 8 1 was built in 1 936 and was designed by Elmer A. Stuck. The entrance 
of the Jonesboro Community Center faces Church Street. On the east side of Community Center there is the 
Community Pool, and Julian James Memorial Park. The community center is made of buffbrick walls, 
supported by a continuous concrete foundation and covered in a tar or built up roof. The east and west 
portions of the building have a flat roof. The center of the building has a gable roof. The community center 
has gone under several changes since it was originally built in 1936, but it still features art-deco architecture 
and is a wonderful example ofthat style in Jonesboro and Kortheast Arkansas. 

Elaboration 

T,ecated in downtown Jonesboro, Community Center # 1 is near the middle of old Jonesboro. The 
Jommwnity Center is in close pr~xirnately to the federal building, Craighead County Comhouse, and other 
important government offices in downtown Jonesboro. Due to its central Eocartion and easy access to 
dountorvn Jonesboro, the community center has been a hub of recreation and entertainment in Norrheast 
Arkansas. The building currently contains a basketball gym, meeting rooms, a rock-dimbing waI1, and 
administrative offices for Jonesboro Parks a d  Recreation. Hiszorically the building has been used as a 
gymnasium and auditorium. The large open space has also been used in local and regional emergencies. 

Community Center # 1 hxq a continuous concrete foundation and walls of common bond, buff brick. The 
words, "Earl Bell Community Center'' are affixed on the southside of the  h n t  of t he  building, noting the 
name change made in E 984. When the community center was built in 1936, the building had steel casement 
windows around the entire building. Since then, many of the windows have been bricked in for security 
reasons. 

Fronfnjrest Facade 

One of the most noticeable things about the Jonahoro Community Center is the entrance. In the Art Deco 
style, the front of the building prominent1 y features smooth, white concrete projections and towers. These 
towers and projections rise high above the doors and feature graceful cuwing lines and horizontal channels 
and accents in concrete. The effect is to give the building a strong vertical massing. The front doors are 
recessed into the building and reached by a set of low concrete steps. In order to comply with the .American 
with Disabilities Act, a ramp was placed in the middle of these steps to aIEow for wheelchair access. The 
ramp i s  made out of concrete with steel handrails set into the concrete. The original steel casement windows 

w 
on the west fapde have been replaced with three paned staflonary windows. 1 
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On the south side of the Community Center he re  is little in the way of architectural detail, befitting of the 
minimalist nature of much Art Deco architecture. 'Fhe side walls have a concrete base and are made with the 
basic common bond buff brick that was used in the front of the building. Originally, the gymnasium and 
auditorium area of the building was lit and ventilatd by two sets of windows. The fist, high on the faqade 
near the roof and the second closer to the ground. After constant atrempts by vandals and burglars to break 
in to the building through these lower windows, the City of Jonesboro decided to remove the windows. The 
windows on top, located just above the bleachers, are still extant, allowing light into the gym. However, as 
on the front of  the building the original windows have been replaced with both stationary single pane 
windows and sliding, three pane windows. Windows in the southwest and southeast comet have replaced 
with brick. 

Rearmast Faqade 

The east fapde of the Community Center faces Julian James Memorial Park and the Community Center 
Pool. In the past, this side of the building had been painted. The rear entrance has been designed with small 
towers on the left and right of the door to reflect the front of the building and to give the rear of the building 
a small vertical emphasis. The majority of the windows on the rear fapde have been removed and replaced 
with brick of similar coIor. There are two stationary, single pane windows on the left and right of the rear 
entrance. There are two stationary single pane windows on the north side of the rear faqade near the entrance 
to the Jonesboro Parks and Recreation Department offices. Both of these entrances on the rear of the Earl 
Bell Community Center have aluminum awnings. 

Sidmorth Faqade 

On the northeast corner of this side, one of the windows has been removed for air conditioner access and the 
other has been replaced with a sliding window. As on the South Faqade, the lower, gymnasium windows 
were removed and replaced with similar color and style of brick. In the northwest comer of the building the 
north side windows have been removed though the public exit remains. 

Integrity 

Although the Communiy Center has gone under several changes, the overall integrity remains - good. The 
Art Deco details and features on the front of the building remain intact. Though many of the windows haxe 
been bricked, the difference in coIor of brick highlights the original uindow location and gives the feel of a 
window. 
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Summary 

The Jonesboro Community Center fC I is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places with 
local significance under Criterion A for its significance as one of the few federally funded projects Public 
U70rkks Administration Pmjects in Jonesboro, and for its association with the entertainment and recreation for 
Jonesboro. The Community Center was funded by the Public Works Administration as part of President 
Roosevelt's New Deal economic relief package. The Community Center is also being nominated to the 
National Register of Historic Places with local significance under Criterion C zs an excellent example o f  
the ,4rt-Deco Style in Jonesboro, Arkansas. 

Elaboration 

The great depression began on "Black Fridayv' October 24, 1929, when the stock market took a horrifying 
plunge. The average daily shares that were sold were roughly 3 million; however on that day 10 million or so 
would be sold. SmaH traders were wiped out and large and respectable brokerage houses were severely 
shaken, financially and mentally. On October 28, the market ht the skids again, h s  time older and more 
reliable stocks fell as well, instead of dropping $.50-$1.5Q they dropped $1 0420, or in the case of Genwal 
Electric $41 -50 in one day. 

However, this meant very little to the citizens of Craighead County, it was far away and did not affect them 
directly. Some said it served them right to be making money off of the labor of others. The price of catton 
had dropped, but the crop was good. There were other things that were happening in Craighead County. The 
state highway depzrtrnent promised new concrete roads going from Jonesboro to M7dnut Ridge and Nettleton 
to Lake City. On May 29, 1 910 rain came and everybody though there would be a good "season in the 
ground". The stock market was still slipping but who cared, rows of cotton meant money when fall came. 
However, it would be 76 days till it rained again. In mid-June fanners became concerned when the 
temperature reached 106. Crops were being damaged by blistering winds and heat. July had 12 days of 105", 
and greater, temperatures. In August the cotton leaf worm appeared, Tbis pest lorted the hot weather and it 
was thriving, the cotton crop was badly damaged. On Aupst 9, Jonesboro City, Water, and Light asked 
citizens to curtail me of water as a consenlation measure. The drought was over on August 1 2 ,  but the crops 
had aIready been damaged. Leaders in business and farming appealed to President Hoover for help and he 
promised immediate aid. The citizens of  Jonesboro and Craighead County quickly learned there is no such 
thing as immediate aid from the federal government. 
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The "immediate aid" was not immediate, the President presented the situation to Congress, however they 
didn't fully understand, but the department of Agriculture rushed to the rescue with the idea that fanners' 
plant feed crops for fall and winter use, The suggestion was not well received, and as one farmer put it, "it's 
like handing you a cup of ice when you home is on f ~ e . "  The first relief came from the American Red Cross. 
They set up a headquatters in Jonesboro and began a study of needs. The needs were real and great. Families 
had no money to buy food, the cash crop was cotton and there wasn't any. 

Jonesboro Baptist College finally gave up in 1930, on Yovember 1 the American Trust company shut its 
doors. On November 6 the lonesboro Roller Mi11 burned, it was one of Jonesboro's oldest and most stable 
business institutions. The Jonesborcr Grocer Company also caught fire, but no damage was done to it. In 
1 93 1 the .knerican Red Cross estimated that 1 50,000 were suffering from hunger in Northeast hrkansas. 
There was actvall y an agreement to take care of the needy: The Salvation Army uwuld take care of 
Jonesboro, and the American Red Cross would take of Craighead County. 

The summer of 1 93 1 was a good one for the crops. Cotton was 5 cents a pound, but farmers had taken out 
loans expecting cotton to be selling for 10 cents a pound. The bottom of the depression hit Jonesboro, when 
the Bank of Jonesboro shut down an December I 1, 1931. Less than a month later on January 6 the 
Mercantile Bank of Jonesboro opened, under the direction of investors from outside Jonasboro. Times were 
still tough, but some economic relief was on its way. 

The fclndamental purpose of the New Deal was to provide useful employment to mauy jobless people during 
the depression. These various programs left Csaighead County with a legacy of almost inestimable value in 
physical improvements alone. These programs did accomplish their purpose and their payrolls put much 
needed circulation into the economy. One interesting characteristic i s  that nearly all of the programs had the 
requirement that somebody put up money for the project as well. 

The idea for the Jonesboro Community Center was developed through the minds of the Young M a s "  Civic 
Club, known today as the Jofiesboro Jaycees. The idea for the Community Center was brought before the 
City Council on May 6, 193 5 .  The City Council was not sure where to receive hnding for ths project, but 
applied for funding through the Federal Emergency Administration of Public Works. In JuIy of I935 the C i p  
Council approud the plan to apply for funding, and another wrinkle was added to the community center 
plan: to add a swimming pool, and a golf course. The swimming pool was added to the community center 
project, but the golf course idea never materialized. The swimming pool would later be covered up, and a 
new pool was built in its place in 1979, 
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Construction on the Jonesboro Comun i  ty Center would begin in late 1 93 5 and continue into 1936. R m t d s  
indicate the funding o f  45% of the. project was made available through the Works Progress Administration. 
The rest of the funding for the project came in a bond issue. Later on: a two-mil tax increase was established 
ao pay off the interest of the bonds. Total cost of the Community Center construction was ever S; E 00,000. 

The first function ever held at the community center was the Craighead County Fair, held on Oct. 30 and 3 1, 
1936. Officials estimated the attendance to be over 20,000 for thz two-day event. Ever since that opening day 
the community center has been a hub for entertainment and recreation for Northeast Arkansas. Over the 
years the center has been used for many different events, such as: talent shows, minstrel shows, concerts, and 
performances, including two famous perfannances by Elvis PresIey and Roy Orbinson. The most popular 
event held at the community center that Jonesboro residents still talk about is the wrestling matches that used 
to happen in the gym. 

It has also been wed for athletic events over the past several years as well. Every day you can walk into the 
gym and find somebody playing basketball. Many classes have also been taught over the years, such as: 
dancing, martial arts, and sock cIimbing. 

However, the Earl Bell isn't simply known for its recreation and entertainment history, it has been through 
some rough times as well. On May 15, 1968 a tornado ripped through downtown Jonesboro killing 34 
people and injuring more than 300. .A temporary morgue was set up at the community center because there 
wasn't another alternative at that time. 

The Community center has gone through several name changes over the past 70 years. It was simply named 
community center $1 when it was built. It was later turned into a YMCA, until a new facility was built for 
the YMCA in the late 1960's. On October 15, 1984 the City council passed a resolution to name the 
community center after Earl Bell, the bronze winning Olynpic pole vaulter from Jonesboro. Today, the 
community center is still being used for recreational activities and teaching classes for the community. The 
center also houses the administration for Jonesboro Parks and Recreation and is used by over 40,000 patrons 
each year. 
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Statement of Significance 

The Jonesboro Community Center # 1 is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places with 
local significance under Criterion A for its significance as one of the few federally funded projects Public 
Works Administration Projects in Jonesboro, and for its association with the entertainment and recreation for 
Jonesboro. The Community Center was funded by the Public Works Administration as part of President 
Roosevelt's New Deal economic relief package. The Community Center is also being nominated to the 
National Register of Historic Places with Iocal significance under Criterion C as an exceIlent example of 
the Art-Deco Style in Jonesboro, Arkansas. 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

The Community Center f 1 occupies lots 8,9, and 11 of Section 19-14-4 of the Cobb's Survey. 

Boundary Justification 

The boundary encompasses all the land historically associated with the Community Center 3 I 1. 






















