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1. Name 

historic Beger-Gra ham H buse 

and or common 2erger-Graham-Hampton H ~ u s e  

2. Location 
street&number 1327 South Main btreet not tor ~ublication 

city, town Jonesbaro - Y J A  vicinity of 

state Arkansas code 05 Craighcad code 031 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership 

district ptrbllc 
building(s) L prlvate 

- structure both 
-. 
- - srte Public Acquisition 
- object in process 

- being considered 
N/A 

Stafus 
- occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible 
yes: restricted 
,- yes: unrestricted 
- no 

Present U s e  
- agriculture 
A commercial 
- ed~cational 
- entertainment 
- government 
- industrial 

militam 

- museum 
- park 

private residence 
- religious 
- scientific 
- transportatIan 
- other: 

4. Owner of Pronert~ 

name Rr, Larry R, Hamptcn 

street number 308 Jeff e rs ofi 

city, town Jonesbcro vicinftv nf state Arkansas 7240 1 

5,  Location of a1 Descr an 

courthouse, registry of deeds, ete. Crai~f isad county Courthouse 

street & number Sout i ]  Fain Street 
- .- 

city, town Jonesboro state A r u  

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

tkle state T ~ n ~ ~ ~ Q W - -  has this property k e n  determined eligible? w s  - no - - -- . - - .- - 

date S e a t e m b e r - -  -- A federal At state - county - local 

city. sown state 



Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent - deteriorated - unaltered X orig~nal site 

1 g d  - ruins _X_ altered -. moved date - - --- - --- .- _ -. - 
fair - unexposed 

- - - - - - - - . - - . - - - - - . - - - - -. - - - - - . - - - . . - - 
Describe the present and original lit LnownJ physical appearance 

SUMMARY 

Imposingly s i t e d  on an ample corner lot, the Berger-Graham House, constructed i n  1904, 
demonstrates the synthesis o f  two subtle i nfl uences - the R i  chardson i an Romanesque 
and  the Classical Revival.  This massive brick residence possesses an interesting 
r o o f  conf igurat ion composed o f  a central h i p  w i t h  cross gables and dormers, a broad 
round-arched recessed entry t h a t  domi nates the f ront  facade and r e s t r a i n e d  cl assi cal 
d e t a i l i n g .  

ELABORATION 

Occupying a large  corner lot, the Berger-Graham House sits  on a hf  'El which i s  the 
highest l o c a t i o n  i n  Jonesboro. The east  and soutn boundaries of the  property are 
del ineated by a cement r e ta i n i ng  wall scored t o  resemble stone block. The n o r t h  
property 1% i s  ri~arked by a fence and several t rees .  

The foundation i s  b r i c k ,  covered with plaster scored t o  resemble stone and topped 
by a molded b r i c k  water table.  Of load bearing b r i c k  construction, the  house has 
wa l l  s eighteen inches thick. The prominent elements o f  the Richardsonian Rornanesque 
and C l a s s i c a l  Revival  s ty les  a r e  concentrated on t he  f ron t  e leva t ion .  Entrance t o  
the house i s  reached v i a  a f l i g h t  of five steps on t h e  r i g h t  (north) s ide  o f  the 
l evati  on, These steps a r e  encl osed by l ow wa 1 1 s , capped wi t h  3 arge smooth-dressed 

stones w h i s h  p r o j e c t  f rom the  stone foundatf  on of the open f r o n t  porch. The porch 
i s surrounded by an i r o n  r a i  1 i ng that matches a round arched vent grS 11 e t o  the  1 e f t  
o f  the porch and two rectan vent grilles on the south facade. The gentle curve o f  
the project ing porch, as hell as the r e t a i n i n g  wall of the  east elevation, echo the  
broad round' a r c h  o f  the  main entry. This  broad arch penetrating the main body o f  the 
house i s  detailed w i t h  radiat ing br i ck  voussiors wi th  d r i p  course t e rm ina t i ng  on 
rectangular smooth-dressed imposts .  To the 1 e f t  o f  the ent rance ,  ;he el 1 i p t i  cal 
arch above t h e  f i r s k  f loor  window i s  -sfmi l a r l y  detailed. Directly behind the entry 
arch is an oak wainscoted vestibule recessed i n t o  the  main boay o f  t h e  structure. 
The vestibule f ea tu tes  a central full-glazed door w i t h  a transom and sidelights 
which together  create a broad round arch. The transom and s i d e l i g h t s  o r i g i n a l l y  
contained three o f  the f i v e  stained glass windows i n  t he  f r o n t  facade. The o t h e r  
two were located i n  the elliptical arch windows o f  the f irst  f l o o r  and i n  the 
tympanum of t h e  f r o n t  gable. As f a r  as can be d i s t i ngu i shed  from photographs, 
these two windows were miniature versions of the  design i n  t he  three windows 
forming the  arch around the door. Above the  entry arch, four hor i zon ta l  courses 
o f  brick project  t o  c r e a t e  a stepped stringcourse. A t  the second f loor  of the 
p r i n c i p a l  facade, imnediately above the  b r i c k  work i s  a window matched symmetr ica l ly  
t o  the south i n  sjze and shape. Both o f  these windows have an upper sash o f  leaded 
glass i n  an elongated diamond pattern w i t h  the  bottom sash being a s i n g l e  f i x e d  
pane. The surrou,nds e f  th,ese wi ndows , . l j ,ke a1 1 y indows i n  t he  house, aye, cornpri sed 
o f  smooth-dressgd 'stcine " s i  'll s ii t h  p i  a ' h  wood m u 1  dings  on sides and top. ' The 
f r o n t  gable contains an el l ip t ica l  arched window set i n  a t r iangular  f i e l d  of 
aggregated mortar.  To the  l e f t  o f  the gable is a hipped dormer penetrating the 
-.late roof .  The roof ridges o f  this downer, like the other  ridges o f  the structure, 
dre capped w i t h  terra c o t t z  tiles. The dormer has one mu1 t i -paned window t h a t  i s  
top-hinged to open inward for ventilation. On each side o f  t h i s  window are f l u t e d  
p i  lasters. 



-8. Significance 

Period 
ehistoric 
OGl499 

>-. 00-1 599 
_ 7600-1699 
_ - 1700-7799 

180+)-1899 
-X. t 900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planmng 
archeology-histor~c conservation 

- agriculture , . . ec~nornics 
. X architecture education 

art engineering 
- commerce exploration settlement 
. _ communications industry 

. Invention 

landscape architecture 
. law 

. Ilterature 
military 

- -music 
. philosophy 
- . politics government -- 

religion 
stbence 
sculpture 
Social 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dater 1904 BuilderArehitcet Unknmn 
- - . - - - - - . - - - - -- - . - . 

Statement of Significance [in one paragraph) 

The Berger-Graham House, one of the  few remaining o u t s t a n d i n g  res i dent i  a1 s t ruc tu res  
l o c a t e d  on Jonesboro's Main Street, i l l u s t r a t e s  the subtle influence of the Romanesque 
s ty le  o f  architecture. Bui 1 t i n  1904 by Marcus Berger, who was a prominent merchant, 
the s t y l i s h  house was a wedding present t o  h i s  son Joseph. Joseph married Essie Blass 
who was the daughter o f  Gus Blass,  the Jewish merchant who founded Blass Department 
Store i n  t i  t t l e  Rock. The Bergers 7 i v e d  i n  the house from thei r marr-ia..~~,. i r r  1902 . - .... 
u n t i  1 1909 when they moved t o  Little Rock. The house was sold t o  H . W. Graham who 
was p r e s i d e n t  o f  the Southern Mercant i le  Company in Jonesboro and the Arkansas 
Grocer Company i n B ly thev i  1 le. A1 though Graham suffered a f i n a n c i a 1  setback i n 
the e a r l y  1920' s , he was ab le  to keep the house t u r n i n g  i t i n t o  a boarding house 
and tearoom known a5 the  Homestead I n n .  The Graham f a m i l y  occupied the house for  
o v e r  t h i r t y  years. Incorporating mass, vo1 ume and res t ra ined d e c o r a t i o n  which 
iraws somewhat upon elements o f  t he  R i  chardsoni an and f ree-c l  ass i  ca7 styles, the  
derger-Graham House i s  d i  st i n c t i  ve among r e s i  den t i  a1 structures i n the Jones boro 
area. I t s  de ta i  I ing, design, and f i n e  craftsmanship a r e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  reminder o f  
Jonesboro '  s architectural her i tage.  

ELABORATION 

Marcus Berger was a n a t i v e  of Hungary. Fo l  lowing h i s  move t o  the United States 
a t  the age of tvienty-onk', .Eterger es tab1 i shed successful businesses . in  St .. Loui s , 
M i s s o u r i ,  and Greenville, I l l i n o i s .  He moved t o  Jonesboro i n  1883, where a year  
earlier he had se t  up a Efanch  o f  the Marcus Bevger and Company, a gracery,. . . 
wholesale house. I t  l a t e r  developed in to  one o f  the  largest  mercantile businesses 
i n  northeastern Arkansas. 

Berger was among the f i r s t  Jewish merchants t o  b r i n g  h i s  family t o  Jonesboro and 
he encouraged o t h e r s  t o  fol low his  example. He worked successful Iy to const ruc t  the 
c i t y  ' s f i rst synagogue, Temple Israel. He was a major mover i n  the devel opment of 
Jonesboro 3 b b u i  It environment , erecting over seventy commerci a1 bu i  1 dings i n  his 
l i f e t i m e .  Berger also established the American Trust Bank and was a major s t o c k -  
holder i n  the Bank o f  J o n e s b o r o .  Assisting Marcus wi th  the business was h i s  son 
J o s e p h  who, af te r  Marcus' death in 1906, took over t h e  fami ly holding. Joseph 
closed the fami ly business i n  1909 and he and h i s  w i  f e  E s s i  e moved t o  Li t t l e  Rock t o  
1 i ve w i t h  her f ami 3 y. In L i t t l e  Rock he ~ u t  together  a nurher .o f  successf?rl . - . - .  - 
cornpan i es . 
W. H. Graham, who bought Joseph Bergerk impressive residence, began h i s  successful 
;outhem Mercantile Company in 1903, The business was a wholesale fruit  and produce 
company. He i s  perhaps best remembered as a cotton buyer, serving as a par tner  i n  the 
cotton brokerage f i r m  o f  Graham and Hambrook. After  a s lack  i n  h i s  cot ton market 
investments a f t e r  World War I, he was forced to f i l e  bankruptcy.  He d i d  manage, however, 
t o  keep the house which he continued t o  occupy until h i s  death* 
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The north facade o f  the structure i s  d i v ided  mid-way by a gabled projection which 
contains the main and a t t i c  staircases, Within the foundation o f  t h i s  e leva t ion ,  
a re  the  four s i n g l e  sash, two-paned, straight-topped windows w i t h  stone s i l l  s o f  
t he  basement. To the l e f t  of the p r o j e c t i o n  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  contains one la rge ,  
one-over-one, double-hung window which i s  matched i n  width directly above by a 
second floor window. To the  r i g h t  of the p r o j e c t i o n  the rear  sect ion  conta ins a 
p a i  r o f  one-over-one, doub? e-hung windows on each f 1 oor ; these be ing  narrower 
than those to the l e f t .  The gabled extension features two stra ight- topped,  one- 
over-one, doubl e- hung w j  ndows which mark t he  1 andi ngs of the i n  t e r i  or s t a  i r c a s e  
between the f i r s t  and second f l o o r s .  The largest o f  these has a transom. The 
small, fixed, sing1 e sash window marks a small c l o s e t  over which the a t t i c  stairs 
ascend. The upper-most, one-over-one , doubl e-hung windows def  j ne the  a t t i c  
staircase landing, The gable o f  the p ro jec t ion  i s  similar to the  one on the 
p r i  nci  pal facade w i t h  the  aggregated tympanum. A small unembel 1 i s  hed chimney 
breaks through the roof  1 i n e  to the r i g h t  o f  the gable .  

The back o r  west facade o f  the  house o r i g i n a l l y  had a one-story f l a t - r o o f e d  k i tchen 
extension. The most v i s i b l e  change t o  t h i s  facade i s  t he  additjon o f  a b r i c k  

,. s e c o n d f l o o r a b o v e t h i s  k i t c h e n i n  t h e 1 9 2 D ' s .  L a t e r t h e e x t e r i o r w o o d e n s t a i r c a s e  
- #as b u i l t .  T h i s  additjon i s  currently being removed and the k f tchen re tu rned  t o  

i t s  or ig ina l  appearance. On the f i r s t  f l o o r ,  t o  the  l e f t  i s  a paneled door w i t h  
four glazed upper panels. Th i s  door leads t o  the basement, Centered i n  each of 
the three wa l l s  o f  the k i tchen i s  one straight-topped, one-over-one, double-hung 
window w i t h  smooth-dressed stone 1 ug s i  11 s. On the second f l  o o r  l e v e l  , obscured 
by the  a d d i t i o n  a r e  two s t ra igh t - topped windows on e i t h e r  s ide  o f  the doorway. 
A smal l  unembellished chimney breaks through the  r o o f  line i n  the center o f  t h e  
e l e v a t i o n  o f  the main body of t he  house. 

The south e l e v a t i o n  has a re ta in ing  wa l l  f o r  t h e  gen t l y  s lop ing  1 o t .  A7 1 windows 
on this side,  like the  rest of the house are straight-topped, one-over-one, dauble- 
hung w j t h  smooth-dressed stone s i l l s .  The largest o f  these windows i s  a t  the f ron t  
corner, which begins a graduation i n  size t o  smaller windows a t  the back. These 
are matched identically on the second floor. V i s i b l e  t o  the l e f t  corner  o f  the 
elevation i s  a frame sunroom r e s t i n g  on b r i c k  piers w i t h  three p a i r s  o f  s ix-over-  
s i x  double-hung windows. Tucked w i t h i n  a recess o f  the main s t ruc tu re ,  t h i s  sunroom 
o r i g i n a l l y  was a back porch, three feet narrower than present,  enclosed w i t h  l a t t i c e -  
nark.  A paneled door w i th  transom, i n s i d e  the sunroom, a l l ow ing  rear entry t o  
the house through the k i tchen.  One of  the th ree  windows of the k i t chen  which was 
described earlier i s  also i n s i d e  the sunroom. These are not  v i s ib le .  Above the 
sunroom, the  addition over t h e  k t  tchen can be seen. Above the denti I l e d  corn ice  
a hipped domer wi th  t e r r a  c o t t a  r i dge  and h i p  caps and s l a t e  cheeks projects from 
the s i d e  o f  the main roof .  I t  contains two mu1 ti-paned windows that are framed on 
each s i d e  by f lu ted  wood p i 1  asters, identical to  the ones of the p r i n c i p a l  facade. 
the dormer i s  balanced t o  the  r i g h t  by a massive unembellished i n te rna l  chimney 
t h a t  breaks through the s la te  roof and towers above t h e  hipped roof l ine. I n  t he  
foundation o f  t h i s  e leva t ion ,  centered below the  middle windows o f  t he  f i r s t  and 
second f loors, are two vent g r i l l e s  w i t h  wrought iron. 
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Though t he  house was converted into a boarding house i n  the 1920's and apartments 
in the  19601s, much o f  i t s  or iginal  i n t e r i o r  f ab r i c  remains i n t a c t ,  most notably 
i n  the entry ha l l .  I n c o r p o r a t i n g  the Rornanesque influemce,the entry  features an 
arch t h a t  rests on D o r i c  columns and d i v i des  the entrance area from the s t a i  me1 I .  
Smooth oak tapered p i  1 asters decorate t h e  wa7 1 beside the col urnns , a? 1 of which 
rest on square oak paneled pedestals, the  r i g h t  one being encirc led by the  th ree  
rounded p la t fo rm steps o f  t he  sta i rcase.  Behind the arch, the lavish  oak staircase 
begins wi th  f i v e  wide p l a t f o r m  steps leading t o  a quarter-landing. four steps 
t o  the 1 e f t  1 ead t o  another quarter- landing and t u r n i n g  t o  the 1 e f t  again, continue 
t o  the second f l o o r .  The turned, spindled balustrade begins w i t h  a curve on the 
second f l oo r  and i s  i n te rsec ted  by three recessed panel newel posts topped w i t h  a 
carved f i n i a l  ; one an the  second f l o o r  landing and one each on the two quarter- 
1 andings. A turned and carved pendant  under the second s t o r y  newel p o s t  matches 
the f i n i a l s  . Massive paneled wainscotting i s  featured under  the s t a i r c a s e  and 
above the eight- foo t  doorways. One and one h a l f  inch wide quartersawn oak f l o o r s  
are throughout the f i r s t  and second f l o o r s  . 
Today i n  the  northwest corner of t he  property there stands a shed which was 

, or ig ina l ly  a barn for  t he  property.  I t ' s  appearance was 1 a t e r  a1 tered t o  provide - an apartment. Opposite t h e  barn i n  the southwest corner  was a vegetable garden, 
now the si te  of a dup lex  bui 1% about 1925. The property a1 so contained a two room 
servantst quar te rs  about f o r t y  f e e t  from t h e  n o r t h w e s t  corner o f  the house. Today 
a cement foundation marks the si te  as a garage was b u i l t  there later and has since 
been removed. Early yucca plants ,  circa 1914, rose of sharon, and roses s t i  11 grow 
on the lawn. 
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Continuation sheet 4 Item number 10 Pase 1 

The South Half o f  Lo t  2 and a l l  o f  Lot  3 of Block 51 of NiJson1s Subdivision o f  Lots 
Nos. 37,  38, 39, 40, 41, 49, 50 and 51 of Knight's Second Addit ion t o  t h e  town (now 
c i t y )  o f  Jonesboro, Arkansas, (except ing therefrom t he  West 60 f e e t  o f  s a i d  South H a l f  
o f  Lot  2 and a?  I o f  L o t  3 aforesaid) according to t he  p l a t  and Survey thereof, being 
a p a r t  o f  the Northwest Quar ter  o f  Section 19, Township 14 North, Range 4 East .  
















